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TO THE KING. 

SIRE, 

IT IS the peculiar glory of 

Your Majesty's reigrt, that it has ex- 
tended the bounds of 'science, increased the 
accommodations and comforts of life, and • 
enlarged the sphere of philosophical inves* 
tigation. 

Under Your MajShjtV'V auspices, '-^we 
have seen seas explore4^ addyirbuitn^s ex- 
amined, where Europe^fi : 1^ n'6y^ before 
ventured. We have sten too, that dis- 
covery has been made subservient to the 
most valuable purposes of human life, by a 
reciprocal exchange of the products of dif- 
ferent climates* The fruits, vegetables, and 
animals of our own country have been 
A 2 



DEDICATION. 

transplanted with success into the islands of 
the Pacific Ocean ; and that rich production, 
the bread- fruit-tree, is now, solacing the na- 
tives of the West Indies* 

To whom then can a New Collection 

of voyages and tRavels be dedicated 

with more propriety than to Your Majesty, 

with whom the most important of thpse of 

your own times have originated ? 
'•:••!•••• ." • • • • •• • ,• 

' That'TotJR tiftu€s iiiky long illumine this 

world-' arid. miyjjfefiafter receive their well-. 

earned •jEWartjifm; ^ni)ther, is the fervent 

prayer of, SIRJl, 

YOUR DEVOTED 

SUBJECT AND SERVANT, 



WILLIAM MAVGK. 

Oct, 25, 1809, 



PREFATORY INTRODlUCTION. 



IN the early ages of the world, the migrationt 
of inankind being f^w, and their wants cir- 
cumscribed by their ignorance of luxuries, 
they generally passed a kind of vegetative life 
on the spot where they were born. Their views 
extended no further than to the procuring of sim- 
ple' necessaries; and there are fpw countriesjj 
where men have fixed their residence, which are 
so sterile and inhospitable as not to supply whai 
is essential to mere animal existence. 

The nobfest principles of the soul la^ dormant, 
therefore, till artificial wants called them into ac- 
tion. But by extending the bounds of knowledge 
we increased at the same time the empire of hap- 
piness. He who makes us acquainted with what 
we knew not before, is a benefactor to his kind; 
and he who supplies a want which another feels, 
though self-interest may have directed his dili- 
gence, will always be estimable in the scale of 
society. 

Man, indeed, as a citizen of the world, feels 
a natural interest in all that concerns his fellow 
men. The rudest traits of feature or of charac- 
ter, in distant nations, serve to amuse him by 
singiilarity ; or to solace him by comparison^ 
He enters into the views of those who evince ^ 
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desire to entertain or instruct him, with a relish 
proportioned to the dangers they have encoun- 
tered, or the diligence and resolution they have 
displayed; and hence, of all studies, none are 
more cherished than those which combine no- 
velty with information, through the medium of 
Voyages and Travels. 

Purchases Pilgrims, of antiquated date, were 
superseded by Churchill's Collections. Har- 
ris's might oe considered as a riv^l pubTication 
of the latter. Astley's Voyages and Travels 
followed. These are the great works on this 
subject in our language, which may be named 
as respectable performances) ; but the last of them 
was published upwards of half a century ago. 
Since that period single Voyages and Travels 
have been multiplied in an amazing degree; and 
as the last inquireic has always the best chance 
of obtaining excellence, whatever relates to man- 
ners, to society, to produce, and to natural or arti- 
ficial curiosities, is most advantageously learned 
through the medium of the latest publications. 

But the expense attending the purchase of 
a complete collection of scattered works of Voy- 
ages an^ Travels ; the time that would be con- 
sumed in reading them, and the little interest that 
general readers can take in particular parts, sug- 
gested the propriety and utility of a selection | 
which might satisfy curiosity without fatigue, and 
convey the requisite information at a moderate 
price. 

To accomplish this, only the substance of 
the most celebrated and interesting voyages and 
travels have been given, divested as far as possible 
of technical phrases and unimportant minutiae. 
The plan has been to concentrate the numerous 
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publications on this subject into a narrow com- 
pass, and to exhibit their contents in a concen* 
trated manner. 

This new Edition has leen greatly enlarged j 
and has been enriched with many new and im- 
portant works published since the appearance of 
the Jirst Edition in 1191 • It may be proper 
further to state , that the Voyage of Anson isnow 
given in the words of Mr. fralter, its original 
Editor^ with an inconsiderable curtailment of 
some temporary matter. The Voyages of Byron, 
and fVallis, and the Jirst of (look, have also been 
printed verbatim from the last edition of Dr. 
Hawkesworth's cotlettion. The second ana third 
Voyages of Cook have also been reprinted, without 
alteration or abridgment, Jrom the original narra^ 
lives of that illtistrious circumnavigator, as put^ 
lishea by Government. . 

The public cafinotfail to place a due value on 
this part of the present Collection, independently 
of the pecuniary consideration that the whole 
of the present series will cost the purchaser not 
m&re than one third of the current price of the 
original editions of the Voyages just enume" 
rated, t 

For the convenience of tur chasers, the Voyages 
in thirteen volumes, or the Travels in fifteen vo- 
hmes, may be had separately, and the Voyages 
of Cook in seven vobmes may also be had by 
themselves. 
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AN • 

EXPLANATION 

OF 

THE NAUTICAL TERMS 

NOT GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD^ WHICH OCCUR IN 
THE NARRATIVE OF VOYAGES. 



ABACK,' the situation of the sails when their 
surfaces are flatted against the masts by the 
force of the wind. The sails are said to be taken aback, 
when they are brought into this situation, either by a 
sudden change of the wind, or by an alteration in the 
ship's course. They are iaid aback, to effect, an im- 
mediate retreat, without turning to the right or left, 
in order ro avoid some danger. 

ABAFT, the hinder part of a ship. 

AFT, behind, or near the stem of the ship, 

ANCHOR: tlie principal are the sheet anchor, the 
best bower and the small bower, so called from their 
situation in the ship's bows. The smaller anchors are 
the stream anchor, the kedge anchor, and the gr?.p- 
pling. 

AWNING, a canopy of canvass extending over 
the decks of a ship inliot weather. 

AZIMUTH-CoM PASS, an instrument employed to 
discover the magnetical azimuth or amplitude of any 
heavenly object. This operation is performed at sea, 
to find the exact variation of the magnetical needle. 

To BALANCE, to contract a sail into a narrower 
compass, in a storm, by retrenching or folding up a 
part of it at one comer, 

BEAMS, strong thick pieces of timber, stretching 
across the ship from side to side, to support the decks, 
and retain the sides at their proper distance. On the 
weatber-heanif is on the weather side of the ship. 

Vol. I. b 
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To BELAY, to fasten a rope by winding it several 
times^ round a cleat, belaying-pin, or kevel. 

BENDING a saii, fastening it to iis yard or stay. 

BIGHT, the double part of a rope when it is 
folded, in contradistinction to the end. 

Big HT is also a small bay between two pointsof land. 
. BULGE, or Bilge, that part of the floor of a 
ship, on either side of the keel, which approaches 
nciirer to a horizontal than to a perpendicular direc- 
tion, and on which the ship would rest if laid on the 
ground : or, more particularly, those parts of the 
bottom which are opposite to the heads of the floor- 
timbers amidships on each side of the keel. Hence, 
when a ship receives a fracture in this place, she is 
said to he bilged. 

BIRTHS, the station in which a ship ri-dcs at anchor. 

Birth also signifies the room or apartn^ent where 
any particular number of tlie officers or. ship's com- 
pany usually mess and reside. 

BOARD, the line over which the ship runs between 
► tack and tads, when she is turning to windward, or 
sailing against the direction of the wind. 

BOW, the rounding part of a ship's side forward, 
beginning at the place where the planks arch inwards, 
and terminating where they close at the stem or prow. 

BREAKERS, billows that. break violently over 
rocks lying upder the surface of the sea. 

To BRiNG-TO, to check the course of a ship 
when she is advancing, by arranging the sails in such a 
manner as that they shall counteract each other, and 
prevent her either from retreating or moving forward. 
In this situation the ship is said to lie-by, or lie-to. 

BULK-HEADS, certain partitions, or walls, 
built up in several places of a ship between two decks, 
eiiher lengthways or across-, to form and separate the 
various apartments. 

BUOY, a sort of close cask, or block of wood, 
fastened by a rope to the anchor, to determine the 
place where the anchor is situated. 
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CABLE' S-lengtby^ hundred and twenty fathom. 

CAP, a strong thick block of wood, used to con- 
fine two masts together, when the one is erected at 
the head of the other, in order to lengthen it. It is 
for this purpose furnished with two holes perpendicu- 
lar to its length and breadth, and parallel to its thick- 
ness ; one of these is square, and the other round ; the 
former being solidly fixed upon the upper-end of the 
lower mast, whilst the latter receives the mast em- 
ployed to lengthen it, and secures it in this position. 

CAPSTERN, or Capstan, a strong massy co- 
lumn of timber, formed like a truncated cone, and 
having its upper extremity pierced with a number of 
holes to receive the bars or levers, ^ It is let down 
perpendicularly through the decks of a ship, and is 
^zed in such a manner that the men, by turning it 
horizontally with their bars, may perform any work 
which requires an extraordinary effort. 

CASTING, the motion of falling off, so as to 
bring the direction of the wind on either side of the 
ship after it had blown for some time right a-head, 

CHAINS, strong links or plates of iron, the lower 
ends of which are bolted through the ship's side to 
the timbers. They are placed at short distances from 
each other on the ship's outside, as being used to con- 
tain the blocks called ^ead-eyes, by which the shrouds 
of the masts are extended. 

CHEEKS oftbc masly the faces or projecting parts 
on each side of the masts, used to sustain the frame 
of the top, togeilicr vvith t'he top-mast, which rests 
inim'xiiiirelv ui.o;i them. 

CLAWING, or Clawing-off, the act of ^^<2/i»^ 
or turning to windward from a lee-shore, so as to ac- 
quire a sufficient dis.ance from it, to escape the dan- 
gers of ^hipvreck. • 

CLEATo, j'icces of wood ofdifferent shapes, ns id 
'H!casionally to tascen ropes upon in a ship. 

CLENCPI, or Clinch, that part of a "cable, or 
otiicr rone, which is fastened to the ring of the anchor. 
b 2 
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implying to pull a single rope without the asdstance 



of blocks or other mecnanical powers. 

To Haul ibe *wtnd^ todirectthe ship's course nearer 
to that point of the compass from which the wind 
arises. 

HAWSER, a large rope which holds the middle 
dcjjree between the cable and tow-line. 

HEAVING-j^i^nf, is the drawing so much of the ca- 
ble into the ship, by means of the capstern or windlass, 
as that by advancing she will be almost perpendicularly 
above the anchor, and in a proper situation to set sail. 

HEAviNG-Z^itf^^/, the act of heaving about the cap- 
stem, till the rope applied thereto becomes straight 
and ready for action. 

To HEEL, to stoop or incline to either side. 

HUMMOCK, a little hill. 

JERKED, cured with salt, 

GIBy or Jib-Boom, a boom run out from the ex- 
tremity of the bowsprit, parallel to its length, and 
serving to extend the- bottom of the jib and the stay 
of the fore-top-gallant-mast. 

KEDGE, a small anchor, used to keep a ship 
steady whilst she rides in a harbour or river. 

False KEEL, a strong thick piece of timber, 
bolted to the main-keel to preserve its lower side. 

KNEE, a crooked piece of timber, having two 
branches or arms and generally used to connect the 
beams of a ship with her sides or timbers. 

LAGOON, a lake. 

LARBOARD, the left side of a ship when the eye 
of a spectator is directed forward. 

LASHING* a piece of rope employed to fasten 
or secure any moveable body in a ship, or about her 
masts, sails, and rigging : also the act of fastening 
any thing by means of the rope used for this purpose. 

LOG, a machine used to measure the ship's head- 
way, or the rate of her velocity as she advances 
throuferh the sea. It is composed of a reel and line,, 
to which is fixed a small piece of wood, forming the 
quadrant of a circle. The term Ug however is more 
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particularly applied to the latter. The log is generally 
about a quarter of an inch thick, and five or six inches 
from the angular point to the circumference. It is 
balanced by a thin plate of lead, nailed upon the arch, 
so as to swim perpendicularly in the water, with 
about J impressed under the surface. The line is 
fastened to tlie log by means of two legs, one of 
which passes through a hole at the corner, and is 
knotted on the opposite ^de ; whilst the other leg is 
attached to the arch by a pin, fixed in another hol^, 
so as to draw out occasionally. By thfese legs the log 
is hung in equilibrio, and tJie line which is united to it 
is divided into certain spaces, which are in proportion 
to- an equal number of geographical miles, as a half 
minute or quarter minute is to an hour of time. 

LUG-SAIL, a square sail, hoisted occasionally 
on the mast of a boat, or small vessel upon a yard 
which hangs nearly at right angles with the mast. 

To MAKE the iand, is to discover it from a di- 
stant situation, on approaching it after a sea-voyage. 

MIZEN, the aftermost or hindmost of the fixed 
sails of a ship. 

MOORING, the act of confining and securing a 
ship in a particular station, by chains or cables, which 
are either fastened to the adjacent shore, or to anchors 
in the bottom. 

NEAPED, the situation of a ship which is left a- 
ground on the height of a spring-tide, so that she can- 
not be floated oflF till the return of the next spring. 

OFFING implies out at sea; or at a competent 
distance from tlie shore, and gea^rally out of anchor- 
gro und. 

OPEN is expressed of any distant object, tovrliich 
the sight or passage is not initrcepted by som'..:hinq; 
lying or coming between. Thus, to be op^^n witli 
any place, is to be opposite to it ; as the entry of a 
port, road, or haven. 

OVER-HAULING, the act of opening a id ex- 
tending the several parts of a tackle, or other assem- 
blage of ropes, communicating with blocks ot dead-eyes. 
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Tt is used to remove those blocks to asafficlent dUtance 
from each other, that they, may heaL^ain placed in a 
state of action, so as to produce the effect required. 

PAINTER, a rope employed to fasten a boat ei- 
ther alongside of the ship to which she belongs, or to 
some wlaarf or key. 

PALM, of the afickor, thesame with fluke, the broad 
barbed ends of the two arms at the bottom of the shank. 

PARCELING, certain long narrow slips of can- 
vass, daubed with tar, and frequently bound about a 
rope, in the same manner as bandages are applied to 
a broken limb in surgery. 

To PAY, to daub or anoint the surface of any bo- 
dy, in order to preserve it from the injuries of the wa- 
ter and weather, &c. 

PORTS, the embrasures or openings in the side of 
a ship of war, wherein the artillery is ranged in bat- 
tery upon the decks above and below. 

Half-Ports are what stops that part of the port 
which when the gun is pushed out is left open. 

PURCHASE, any mechanical power employed in 
raising or removing heavy bodies, or in fixing or ex- 
tending the ship's rigging. 

QUARTER, that part of a ship's side which lies 
towards the stern. 

Quarter-Cloths, long pieces of painted canvass, 
extended on the outside of the quarter-netting from 
the upper-part of the gallery to the gangtvay. 

RANGE, a sufficient length of the cable, drawn 
up on the deck, before the anchor is cast loose from 
the bow, to let it sink to the bottom, without being 
interrupted, that the flukes may be forced the deeper 
into the ground, by the additional weight which the 
anchor acquires in sinking. 

REEF, a certain portion of a sail, comprehended 
between the top or bottom, and a row of eyelet-holes 
parallel thereto. 

To Reef, is to reduce the surface of the sail in pro- 
portion to the increase of the \\ ind. 
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Reef also implies a chain of rocks,, lying near the 
surface of the water. 

RIGGING, a general name given to all the ropes em- 
pltiyed to support the masts ; and to extend or reduce 
the sails, or arrange them to the disposition of th - .v \d. 
RIGHTING, the act of restoring a ship to her 
upright position, after she has been laid on a careens 
A. ship is also said to right at sea when she rises, with 
her masts erecte^l, after having been prest down on 
one side by the effort of her sails, or a heav uiall 
of wind. 

SCARFING : when two pieces of timber are to be 
joined together by the ends, if the ends are cut square, 
another piece is laid upon, and fastened to both, and 
this is called scarfing. 

SETTING, theact of observing the situation of any 
distant object by the compass, in order to discover the 
angle which it makes with the nearest meridian. 

SHEET, a rope fastened to one or both the lower 
comers of a sail to extend and retain it in a particu-' 
lar station. 

SHROUDS, a range of large ropes extended from 
the ma^t- heads to the right and left side of the ship, 
to support the niasts, and enable tliem to carry sail. 

SKIDS, or Skeeds, are long compassing pieces 
of timber, formed so as to answer the vertical curve 
of a ship's side. They are notched below so as to 
fit closely upon the wales ; and as they are intended 
to preserve the planks of the side, when any weighty 
body is hoisted or lowered, they extend from the m<iia 
wale to the top of the side ; and they are retained in 
this position by bolts or spike-nails. 

SPRING, acrack or breach running transvi r>ely or 
obliquely through any part of a mast or ya'rd, so as to 
rcnder it unsafeto carry the usual quantity of sail thereon.. 
Spring is also a rope passed out of one extrennity 
of a ship and attached to a cable proceeding from th3 
other, when she lies at anchor. It is usually done to 
bring the ship's broadside, or battery of cannon, to 
bear upon some distant object. 
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SPRITSAIL, a sail attached to a yard which 
hangs under tlie bowsprit. 

SQUALL, a sudden and violent blast of wind, 
.usually occasioned by the interruption and reverbera- 
tion of the wind from high mountains. 

STANCHION, a sort of small pillar of wood or 
iron used for various purposes in a ship ; as to support 
the decks, the quarter-rails, the nettings, and awnings. 

STANDING, the movement by which a ship ad- 
vances towards a certain object, or departs fiom it. 

STARBOARD, the right side of a ship when the 
eye of the spectator is directed forward. 

T» STAY, the same as to tack; the contrary to 
Wear, which see ; hence the phrase to miss stays when 
she fails in the Operation. 

STIFF, the quality enabling a ship to carry a suffi- 
cient quantity of sail, without hazard of oversetting. 

STREAKS, or STRAKES, the uniform ranges 
of planks on the bottom and sides of a ship. 

To STRIKE, to run ashore, or to beat upon the 
ground in passing over a bank or shallow. 

STUDDING-SAILS, certain light sails extended, 
in moderate and steady breezes, beyond the skirts of 
the principal sails, where they appear as wings upon 
the yard-arms. 

SURF, the swell of the sea, which breaks upon the 
shore, or any rock lying near the surface of the water. 

SWEEPING, _the act of dragging the bight, or 
loose part of a small rope, along the surface of the 
ground, in a harbour or road, in order to hook and 
recover some anchor, wreck, or other material, sunk 
at the bottom. It is performed by fastening the two 
ends of this rope to the sides of two beats which are 
;ibreast of each other, at some distiince. To the mid- 
dle of the rope are suspended two cannon shot, or 
something which weighs heavy, in order to sink it to 
the ground : so that, as the boats advance by rowing ■ 
ahead, the rope drags along the bottom, to hook any 
fhing for which they are searching. 
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SWEEPS, are long oars sometimes used on board 
a ship to pull her round. 

TACK, a rope used to confine the foremost lowest* 
corners of the courses and siuj/sails iii a fixed position^ 
when the wind crosses the ship's course obliquely. 

Tack-chain pkUes, strong links or plates. of iron, 
tlie lower ends of which are bolted through the ship's 
side to the timbers, for the purpose of holding the 
rope called a tack. 

Main-tack, the tack of the main-sail. 

TAFFAREL, the upper part of a ship's stem, be- 
ing a curved piece of wood, usually ornamented with 
sculpture^ 

TAUGHT, the state of being extended or stretch- 
ed out. It is usually applied to a- rope or sail, in op^ 
position to sla<ik. 

TENDING, the movement by which a ship turns 
or swings round her anchor in a tide-way, at the begin- 
ning ot the flood or ebb. 

THWART, the ses^t or bench of a boat wherewi 
the rowers sit to manage the oars. 

TILLER, the bar or lever employed to turn the 
rudder in steering. 

TIMBERS, the ribs of a ship. 

TRANSOMS, certain beams or timbers extended 
across the stem-post of a ship to fortify her after-part, 
and give it the figure most suitable to the service for 
which she is calculated. 

TRUSSEL or TRESTLE-TREES, two strong 
bars of timber fixed horizontally on the opposite sides 
of the lower mast-head, to support the frame of the 
top, and the weight of the top-mast. 

TRIM, the state or disposition by which a ship is 
best calculated for the several purposes of navigation. 

To TREND, to run off in a certain direction. 

TRIPPING, the movement by which an anchor is 
loosened from the bottom by its cable or buoy-ropes. 

VEERING, the same as Wearing, which see. 

To Veer away the cdble^ is to slacken it, that k 
may run out of the ship. 
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WAKE, the print or track impressed by the course 
of a ship on the surface. of the water, 

WALES, an assemblage of strong planks exiend- 
ing along a ship's side, throughout her whole Icn^^th, 
at different heights, and serving to reinforce the decks, 
and form the curves by which the vessel appears light 
and graceful on the water. 

WARP, a small rope employed occasionally to re- 
move a ship from one place to another, in a port, road, 
or river. And hence 

To Warp,» is to change the situation of a ship, by 
pulling her from one part of a harbour, &c. to some 
other, by means of warps. 

^ WASH-BOARD, a broad thin plank Hxed occa- 
sionally on the top 6f a boat's side, so as to raise it, 
and be removed at pleasure. It is used to prevent the 
sea from breaking into the vessel, particularly when 
the surface is rough. 

To WEATHER, is to sail to windward of some 
ship, bank, or headland. 

To WEAR, the same as to Veer, to perform the 
operation, by which a ship, in changing her course 
from one board to the other, turns her stem to whid- 
ward 5 it is the opposite to tacking, in which the head is 
turned to the windward and the stern to the leeward. 

WINDLASS, a machine used in merchant ships to 
heave up the anchors. It is a large c ylindrical piece o/tim- 
ber, supported at the two ends by two frames of wood, 
placed on the opposite sides of the deck near the fore- 
mast, and is turned about as upon an axis, by levers 
called handspecs, which are for this purpose thrust 
into holes bored through the body of the machine. 

WOOLDING, the act of winding a piece of rope 
about a mast or yard, to support it in a place where 
it may have he^njuhed or scarfed i or when it is com- 
posed of several pieces united into one solid. 

YARD, a long piece of timber suspended upon 
the masts of a ship, to extend the sails to the wincL 

YAW, the movement by which a ship deviates from 
the line of her course towards tlie right or left in steering. 
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THE history of the illustrious name with which 
we commence oftr work is so connected with his 
voyages and discoveries, that it is best delineated from 
them. Of the parentage and early education of. Co- 
lumbus little is accurately known. He was born at 
Qenoa in 1 442 j and to have given him birth will ever 
be one of the most distinguished honours of that state* 
Hjs fcther, it is supposed, was a wool-comber> and 
that he himself was at first destined for the same occu- 
pation. Be thpt as it may, it appears that he studied 
mathematics with assiduity and success at the univer- 
sity of Pavia j and this knowledge afterwards carried 
into action, by the practice of navigation, led him to 
form juster notions of the figure of the earth than 
any of his contemporaries, and to extend the boundaries 
of knowledge and of the world. 

The correct idea this great mind had conceived of 
the terraqueous globe, gave birth to his design ; but 
the imperfection of ail the maps ilien to be consulted 
made him mistake the object. He proposed to find a 
nearer passage to the Indies and Chltia, by sailing 
\9estward. Venice and Genoa at that time engrossed 
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almost the whole trade of Europe ; and, fn cotifie- 
quence, a rivalry and jealousy, whicli had given rise to 
frequent wars, always existed between ihem. Venice, 
howevei^, maiatauied her superiority :_ %h^ had.dljawn 
^ to herself nearly the collected commerce of the East, 
which had been hithei;tQ, caixi^ on by way of Egypt 
and the Red Sea. 

As Columbus , was a native of the rival state, it is 
probable that 9 spirit of patriotism ftrst animated his 
views of discovering a more direct passage to India -, 
and, by that means, of transferring this lucrative trade 
to his own country. But timid caution, reinforced by 
incredulity, deprived Genoa of the advantages in- 
tended for her. Columbus having discharged the duty 
of a good citizen, by making in vain his tirst proposal 
of prosecuting discoveries for the benefit of his coun- 
try, felt himself free from the obligation which na- 
ture bad imposed on his services. lias next application 
was to tlie court of France, but he m?t with no better 
success, Henry VIL then filled the tbi-one of Eng- 
land j and to that prince Columbus dispatched his brotlier 
Eariholoiiiew on the same business. This ill-waited ad- 
venturer was taken and plundered by some, pirates on his 
passage, and, on his arrival in London, was reduced to 
such extreme poverty, tliat he could not make a suffi- 
ciently decent a|)pearance to demand an audience of 
the king. But persevering diligence was characteristic 
of this family. , Bartholomew, by drawing and selling 
maps and charts, soon acquired some reputation 5 and 
having equipped himself in a proper style for gaining 
access to the English sovereign, obtained this honour 
in 14S85 and met with such encouragement, that he 
actually entered into an agreement with Henry on be-« 
half of his brother, several years before Christopher 
had finally, secured a patron. It is well kftQwn, how- 
e\Hjr, that England lost the honour that, wa? put. with- 
in its grasp'. 

While Bartholomew was soliciting the. English court, ' 
;ii4? irVst projector^ his broUier> had miide. a personal 
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Application to tlie government of Portugal, where hfe 
experienced nolhmg but ridicule and cbnterapft. 

ite superior minds lli^re is a firmness that ttses abdvfc 
ordinary disappointments, and in all projectors tiierti 
exists an enthusi^kn, absohitely necessary to 'give efii- 
cacy to iheir sdiemes. Columbus was not to be de- 
pressed. He now repaired to Castile, and offered hh 
services to Ferdinand and Isabella. For eight years he 
submitted to delays, to insults, and to the presumptioti 
of ignorance, till his patience was at last exhausted ; 
and he had actually taken leave of Castile, in order to 
jiroceed to England in quest of his brother, with whose 
fortune he was totally unacquainted. He was, how* 
ever, unexpectedly recalled by the queen, Isabella, at 
the earnest impoi'tunity of her confes<jior j and her 
majesty was now prevailed on to accede to the de- 
mands of Columbus, and to furnish him with money 
for his expedition. 

The patient projector was raised to the rank of ad- 
miral 5 and it was stipulated that all civil elhployments, 
in the islands and continent to be dircovered, should 
be wholly at his disposal ; that he should nominate n 
council in Spain for India affairs ; and over and abovfe 
the salaries and perquisites of admiral, viceroy, and 
governor, he should have a certain share in the profits 
of the foreign tr^de and the domestic imports from his 
discoveries. 

These preliminaries being adjusted, he repaired to 
Palos, to superintend the equipment of the little fleet 
entrusted to his command. This consisted of three 
sniall vessels, the Santa Maria, to carry the admlrars 
flag ; th^ La Pinta, commanded by Martin Alonzo 
Pinzonj and the lA Nina, Captain Vintent Yane^ 
Pinzon, the brother of the former, btJth natives of 
Pnlos. 

The squadron being furnished with provisions and 
Becessarie-^, and manned vVitb ninety men, set sail on 
i>aturday the 3d of August, I4g2 -, and, humble as its 
B 2 
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r*.cugth and equipment would appear in modem trroe«, 
it has led to more iiiiportaut events than any expedition 
ever undertaken by man, and was pregnant with the 
fate of both contiuents. 

Next morning the rudder of the La Pinta broke 
loose, which disaster was supposed to have arisen from 
some who were adverse to the voyage ; but Pinzon the 
captain, being an able seaman, soon repaired the da- 
mage, and they proceeded on their voyage till Tues- 
day, when the rudder again gave way, and forced thQ 
admiral a second time to lie to. This accident, the 
superstitious and the fearful interpreted as an ill oraenj 
bjLit Coiumbus rightly observed, Uiat no omen could be 
€vil where men were, engaged in a goal design. With 
some difficulty they steered the disabled ship as far ^ 
the Canaries, which they descried early on Thursday 
morning. 

Here the admiral refitted and improved his little 
fleet 5 and having laid in provisions, wood, and water, 
get sail from Gomera on the 6th of September, stand- 
ing to the westward with a light wind. In three days 
they lost sight of Ferro, the remotest known land ; and 
apprehension drew tears from numbers, when they re- 
flected that they might see land no more. To cheer 
this dejection, Columbus s^t before his crews the sure 
prospects of wealth and prosperity -, by his own con- 
duct animated the desponding into new vigour 5 and by 
a harnaless artifice, which their general ignorance could 
not detect, disguised the progress they daily made, that 
they might not think themselves so far from their na- 
tive land as they really were. 

But time was not to be disguised. On the ] 2th of 
September^ being then one hundred and fifty leagues 
west of Ferro, the admiral discovered the body of a 
large tree, which from appearances had long been float- 
ing on the waves. Here he perceived a current setting 
strongly to the north east j and, having advanced fifty 
leagues furtliev, for the first time v/^% sensible of the 
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variation of the magnetic needle, which, increasiog 
with his progress, confounded and astonished him stili 
fnore. 

On the 14th, the crew of the La Niiia had been 
agreeably surprised at the sight of a heron and a tropic 
bird ; and next day they saw the sea in a manner C(/- 
vered wilb green and yellow weeds, among which 
they discovered a live lobster, which made them rea- 
sonably conclude they were in the vicinity of land. 

Four days, after, the captain of the La Pinta, beings 
a-head, lay to for the admiral, and informed him t?irit 
he had seen a gieat number of birds flying to the west- 
ward, so tliat he soon expected they should desciy the 
land, which even then he fjincied was visible. Biit 
the admiral being convincfed it was an illusion, not wit hv 
standing the solicitations of his people, was determin-ed 
not to alter his course. Next day, however, observing^ 
a number of sea-gulls, which he conjectured cotiM 
not take very distant flights, he began himself to en- 
tertain hopes of approaching kmd ; but could find no 
soundings. 'Ihree days after, they caught an aquatic 
fowl, saw abundance of sea weeds, and Were visited 
by three singing birds. Next day they observed a tro- 
pic bird ; and fell in with such a quantity of weed;^, 
as rendered them apprehensive their course migtit be 
impeded. 

These minute circumstances, in any otlier voyago, 
woujd be unwmthy of remark ; but when we coi>sklf r 
the daring spirit that conducted this, and the impor- 
tant cotwequences ir has involved, every thing tliiu il- 
lustrates its progress will continue to imprest, whiri? 
the world lasts. 

The wind haviftg hitherto been right astern, tl>e 
mariners were under the most dreadful apprehensions 
of its constantly keeping in the Same direciion, which 
wootd have prevented their return ; but about this pe- 
riod, it shifted to the south-west, whicli, though vnu- 
trary, gave the adn>»iral great satisfaction, as ifrder\ 
Wm nf| opportonitv of nirayjn-;;^ his ^?ople'*< i^w-- ^ " 
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in spite of atgument and remonstrance, the muriTHH^ 
of discontent became more loud 5 and a mutiny would 
most probably have ensued, had not the wind again 
shifted, and tlie hopes of nearing land again been re- 
vived, from tlie sight of a pigeon, and the flight of se- 
veral small birds from the west. 

But the mortrfication from disappointment rose in 
proportion to the frequency that the sailors had been 
elated by promising signs. They now not only loudly 
exclaimed against their commander, for exposing them 
tq unavailing dangers from delusive theorfes, or self-in- 
terested motives j but they affirmed that they hacj al- 
ready sutficientiy evinced tlieir own courage and perse- 
verance, and began to talk of compelling Columbus to 
return. It was even proposed to throw him over- 
board, and to pretend, on their return, that he casu- 
ally fell into the ocean, while intent on making ob- 
servations. 

The adrtiiral was not ignorant of this mutinous dis- 
position ; and he exerted uncommon address in keep-» 
ing it from breaking out into acts of violence. He al- 
ternately urged the claims of duty, and the legal au- 
thority with which he was invested, which he was de- 
termined not to relinquish but with life. lie so^ie- 
times reproached them for their impatience and pusil- 
lanimity; then demonstrated the weakness of their 
fears, soothed ihtlr anxiety, and painted hope in such 
colours, as to distract their re&pluiion, and disanu thc^ir 
rage. 

It was not till the 25th of September, about sun- 
9St, that his distressing prospect began in the least to 
brighttn. At that moment Pinzon, being a-he:«d gX 
the admiral, on a sudden called out, '* Laud, Land !" 
and pointed to the south->yest^ where they perceived 
something like an island, at tlie utmost extent i^f 
vision. This appearance was so grateful to the men, 
that they returned thanks to God with the most fervent 
devotion ; and though the more correct judgment of 
Columbus taiight him to expect a fallacy, in comply- 
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ance witli their clamorous demand, he stood towards 
the supposed island the greatest part of the night 5 bii^ 
ju the morning, they saw it vanish into air, and do- 
spondency and disaifoction returned. I'he steady intre- 
pidity of the admiral still enabled him to persevere. 
h\ three days more, the currents became irregular | 
aiKl gulls and flying tish surrounded the ships in al^un- 
dance. 

The appearance of birds at intervals, during this 
hazardous voyage, was a circumstance peculiarly for- 
tunate, as it kept hope alive, or revived it when al- 
most extinct. On the 3d of October, having again 
lost sight of those welcome visitors, the mariners con- 
jectured they had passed between some islands, an4 
earnestly entreated the admiral to direct his course to ' 
one side or the other,' in quest of the land which they 
imagined had been left. Being unwilling to lose the 
favourable breeze that carried him to the westward, or 
to lessen the reputation of his undertaking by a dere- 
liction of his object on the suggestions, or by the 
menaces of others, he absolutely refused to comply. 
This fortitude, ipstead of inspiring confidence, as it 
ought, obtained the appellation of obstinacy and mad- 
ness 5 and the sailors were actually on the point of tak? 
in^ some desperate resolution, when a flight of spar- 
roy/s and other birds from the west once more allayed 
their impetuosity. 

Some imperfect signs of land appeared on the 7tb of 
October ; but disappointment had so often succeeded 
to expectation, that no one would venture to pro- 
nounce it, though a pension of thirty crowns for life 
had been promised to him who should first descry land. 
The Niiia, however, beiiig the best sailer, and conse- 
quently a^head, fired a gun, and hoisted her colours in 
token of this agreeable discovery ; but the further 
they advanced the niore they were convinced of the 
deception. Next day, large flights of sea-fowl and 
small land- birds consoled them for the disappointment; 
and Columbus being fully persuaded that the latter cojtilA 
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pot take Ycry distant excursions, in imitation of the 
Portuguese who had discovered many islands by follow- 
ing the direction of such birds, altered his coupje, and 
stood to the south-west, after having , run seven hun- 
dred and fifty leagues to the westward of the Ca- 
naries. 

Notwithstanding his adoption of a plan so frequently 
attended with success, the continued visits of different 
kinds of birds, and a sensible change in- the air, which 
became impregnated with fragrance, \he animosity of 
the crew was now raised to the highest pitch, and a 
storm was ready to burst on tlie commander, which 
would have overwhelmed them all in ruin. 

The event of the 1 1 th, however, served to con- 
vince the most obstinate and incredulous that land 
could not be distant. On this day the admiral dis- 
covered a green rush and a large rock fish ; and the 
crew of the Pinta took up a staff curiously wrought 
together with a small board, and observed abundance 
of weeds newly washed from their r\ative banks I'ho 
people of the Niria too, had the pleasure to perceive a 
tliorn branch loaded with red berries. 

Being now assured of the vi.inity of land, tlie ad- 
miral harangued his men at night, reminded them 
of the goodness c£ the Almighty in granting them fa^ 
vourable weatlier, and exhorted them to be vigilant, 
as he expected to see land next- day ; and, in addition 
to the pension we have named, promised a velvet 
doublet to distinguish the first discoverer. He had 
scarcely retired to his cabin before he perceived whaft 
seemed to be a light on shore; and this being pointed 
tmt to, aifid observed by one of the mafindts, gave 
new alacrity to fheit exertions, and increased their 
caatious circumspection. About two in the morning, 
the Pinta gave the signal of land, which was disco- 
vered by a sailor, at the distance of two leagues, I'he 
pension, however, was decreed t» the admiral, who 
bad previously discovered the light. Thft ships fiifw 
lay to^ ^id neven WJiJJ aiVitiety itiore si^'JiMVt fKa?^ tluH 
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\i'ljich filled up the period till morning. A new world 
was now about to salute their eyes 5 and frigid must 
that soul be, who reads this narrative, and cannot en- 
ter into the feelings of Columbus, and participate in 
the joys of his men. 

' The davvn approached : and disappointment was no 
more. They perceived an island about fifteen leagues 
in lengthy champaign and woody, supplied with de- 
licious streams, with a large lake in the middle. The 
inhabitants were numerous, and supposing the ships 
to be living creatures, ran down with astonishment to 
the shore. Meanwhile the Spaniards were inflamed 
wiHi an irresistible curiosity to ascertain the circum- 
stances of this interesting discovery. The vessels were 
speedily brought to anchor ; the admiral landed in his 
boat, well armed, with the royal standard displayed. 
His two captains proceeded also in their respective 
boats, with the distinguishing ensigns of this grand 
•enterprise. 

Having reached the land, they knelt down, thank- 
ed God, and kissed the earth witli tears of joy. The 
admiral now standing up, named the island St. Salva- 
dor, now Cat- Island *ji and took pos^ssion of it with 
the usual solemnities for their Catholic Majesties. 
The Spaniards now recognized him as admiral and 
viceroy 5 and to extenuate their affronts and insults in 
tiie course of the voyage, implored his pardon, and 
swore a ready obedience to h;s commands. 

A number of Indians witnessed these transactions j 
and, appearing to be a simple inoffensive people, Co- 
lumbus, to ingratiate himself with them, distributed 
some red caps, strings of glass-beads, and other tri- 
fles, which they received with transport i and when 
he returned to his ship, they followed him in. canoes 
with parrots, spun cotton, javelins, and other producr 
tions of the country, which they bartered for Eu- 
ropean toys. The natives were of an olive complexion, 

^ Que of the Bahamas. 
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middle stature^ «id well- formed. Their hair V^as 
blacky laok^ and thick, generally crop^ above the ears^ 
tliough soroe had it done up like ihe tresses of wo^ 
men. Their countenances were ofpen; and, except 
that their foreheads were too prominent, tlieir fea- 
tures might be esteemed regular. Some of them 
were painted blacky white, and red; but males as well 
as feikales appeared in tlie simplest gui'se of naaire. 
Being perfectly unacquainted with tl>e properties of 
iron, they handled the edge of a naked sword, un- 
conscious of its power of harm. They liad marks, 
however, of war, that pest of civilized as well as sa- 
vage life ; and being interrogated by signs how the/ 
came by their scars, they answered in the same man* 
ner that they had received tliem in their own de- 
fence, when repelling tlie aggressions of the inhabi- 
tants of other islands that washed to enslave them. 

Next morning, a great number of Indians came oo 
board in their canoes. These are formed by excavat- 
ing the trunk of a tree, and are rowed with paddles. 
Sorpe were very small j others were capable of con- 
taining forty peraofis. 

Tlie Indians wore neither jewels nor asiy kind of 
metal, except small plates of gold suspended from 
their nostrils, which precious metal^ as they signified 
by sigiis, c^que from the south and south-west, where 
tliere were great and populous countries. 

Every article of European produce or manufacture, 
however insigniiicant, was grasped at with avidity ; 
and some of them were happy to exchange a quantity 
of well-spun cotton, weighing twenty-five pounds, for 
three small pieces of bwiss coin not worth a farthing. 
They did not indeed seem impressed with a belief that 
these articles were valuable in themselves 5 but no vol t}*^ 
gave them a charm ; and they innocently and igno- 
rantly wished to possess soroe memorial of a race dc* 
scended from heaven, as they esteemed the whites. 

The admiral, leavii^ the place where he first landed, 
4;o2ste4 along the island in his boat to the north-wesf ^ 
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oMeuded bj an immense concourse on shoFe, who ex- 
pressed their wonder and felicitation by a variety of 
g<?stures.. He discovered a most capacious- bay or har- 
bour ; readied a peninsula ^ and saw several houses 
and plantatijoQS^ pltasant as those of Spain in the naoet 
genial seasoa of tlie year. Finding, however, that 
this was not the land he was in quest of, he took some 
Indians as ioterpreters, and returning ta tlie siHps, 
set sail for other islands, which were visible at a di- 
ilaoce. 

Pcoceeding abont seven leagues, he reached the 
western extremity of another island, about ten leagues, 
long, to. which, he gave, the name of St. Mary of the- 
Conception 5 but perceiving that the inhabitants dif- 
fered little, from those he had just left, lie continued 
his couis^ still' westward, and anchored on the coast of 
an island extending ftom north-We^t to south-east* 
about twenty-eight leagues, which he denominated 
Femanxia. In his- passage thitlier, he took up an In- 
dian at sea in a spiall canoe, who carried a basket con- 
tallying a string, of glass- beads and two small pieces of 
Portuguese coin, which had beea exchanged at St. Sal* 
vadon It appeared he had been dispatched to Fer- 
nanda with the important news of what had hap- 
pened. The admiral treated him with great civility, 
and put him on shore with some toys, that he might 
give a. favourable report to the people he was about to- 
visit. 

The success of this expedient fully answered tb©* 
expectation of Columbus. No sooner did he approach ■ 
the island, than the;natives crowded round him in their 
canoes, to barter their commodities, which were simi- 
lar to those where he touched at first ; but the inhabi- 
lants ^of this island evinced a superior share of sagacity 
and. address. The women here wore girdles of cotton 
clotiu The nadves lived in a kind of tents, almost 
destitute, of furniture ; and tlieir beds were fbmoed of 
nets suspended from two posts* The only domestic 
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animal was the dog, which however did not bark. Tlie 
seas supplied abundance offish. 

Tliis island affording only simple necessaries, Co- 
lumbus proceeded to ariother, which he called Isabella. 
In beauty, fertility, and extent, this far exceeded what 
lie had yet seen. Enamoured of its picturesque ap- 
pearance, the admiral landed to take possession, and to 
view its beauties. Here the ear wafe delighted with the 
melody of birds so numerous, that their flight almost 
obscured the day. Near one of the lakes, of which 
there were several, the Spaniards killed a large alli- 
gator, which they afterwards skinned aiid ate. This 
animal is esteemed by the Indians the most dehcious 
food. 

Having investigated the produce of Isabella, the ad- 
miral, unwilling to lose more time among islands 
which, though beautiful, afforded no precious metals, 
set sail witli a fair wind for an extensive country, ex- 
tolled by the Indians for its riches -, and arrived on the 
north side of Cuba on the 28th of October. This 
island exhibited an enchanting variety of hills and dalft, 
woods and plains j and from the largeness of its 
streams, he rightly conjectured it must be of consider- 
able magnitude. 

In order to obtain intelligence, Columbus anchored 
in a' spacious river, whose banks were shaded with tall 
trees, bearing blossoms and fruits with which he was 
perfectly unacquainted. The Spaniards landed and en- 
tered two houses, which had been deserteti by the na- 
tives through fright. They hbwever injured nothing, 
and soon reembarking, continued their course ifrest- 
ward, till they arrived at another river, to which they 
gave the name of de Mares. This being still more 
considerable than, the other, the ships proceeded jip it 
to some distance, between banks all along inhabited. 
Here too the natives had fled> and carried their most 
valuable effects to the mountains, which appeared 
lofty and clothed ^ith stately trees of ib^ finest vei- 
dure» 
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SenSibk that wUhout some intercou^fe with ite In- 
dians he could never gain the information be wiskcd^ 
and fearful of increasing their terror, by landing, a 
number of nien, Columbus ordered two Europeans, 
aUetKi^d by sk native of St. Salvador and another of Cu- 
ba, who had ventured aboard, to travel up the counti-y, 
and to endeavo-nr to conciliate the confidence and good 
will of the inhabitants, jn the mean while, he di-> 
rected the ships to be careened. 

In a few days the two messengers returned, accom- 
panied by the Indian king and his son, and informed 
the admiral, that they had proceeded twelve leagues 
into the countr)', where they found a town of fifty- 
wooden houses covered with «traw, containing about 
one thousand people ; that they were met by the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, who received them in the most 
friendly manner, and treated them with all the hospi- 
tality in their pow er. Their attention indeed bordered 
on veneraflon. This favourable reception thej owed 
to their Indian attendants, who gave a. very favourable 
report of the new visitors. 

On taking leave, a great number of the natives pro- 
posed to accompany them to the ships. This ofier 
they declined > and would ^iccept of none but the ta- 
cique, or king, and his son, under whose protection 
they experienced great respect. In return for tliese 
civilities, the two princes Were comteously entertained 
by the admiral. . 

In this excursion, they saw a variety of birds and 
fowls ', but no quadrupeds save dogs. The land in ge- 
neral was well cultivated ; and, besides the bread-root 
and a species of beans, produced plenty of maize, of 
which a well- tasted flour was made. The principal 
manufacture was cotton, gathered from trees of spon- 
taneous growth. Of this the natives exclianged con- 
siderable quantities for the most insignificant articles. 
As this plant was only applied to the making of ham- 
mocks, and short aprons for the females, its value waa 
little regarded here, 
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Neither gold, pearls, nor spices were tj» known 
produce of this island -, but the Indians pointed to a 
country called Bohio, where they sigm^ed ^t aSk 
these articles abounded. 

In consequence of, this information, the adi&ffial rfr* 
^ lolred to \isit it. But before his departure, he secured 
twelve of the natives, men, women, and childBeih 
whom: he intended to carry tp Spain ; and so little \m^ 
pression did this seizure occasion, that the hasband of 
one of the females came on board in his canoe, and re- 
quested to accompany bis wife and children, which was 
readily granted. 

For some days the wind was contrary, and the at- 
tempts to reach Bohi^j were vain. In tins interval, 
Martin Abnzo Pinzon took advantage of the swiftness 
of bis vessel, and left Columbus in the night, that he 
might anticipate his success, and engross the wes^h of 
j^ohio to himself. 

Thu? de^^Tted by one of his consorts, and the wea-» 
ther rendieriDg it d&ngerous to keep the sea, ColumbcM 
returned to another harbour in Cuba, wlwch he called 
St. Catharine's. WTiile his crews were employed in 
wooding and watering here, he accidentally discovered 
signs of gold on some stones in the river 5 and netw 
mountains covered with pines, sufficient for the lajge-st 
masts, and plenty of oak for planks. In his run along 
the coast to the south-east, he found many large rivers 
and excellent harbours, and was so charmed with the 
beauties of tlie country, that he was almost tempted to 
^^ his habitfiiioa here for life. Sailing up one of tte 
rivers, he perceived a very laige canoe drawn oa land, 
and another in the water, which, though fowned of 
the trunk of a single tree, was seventy feet long, and 
capable of carrying fifty men. Columbus, having 
coasted the island for one hundred and six leagues,, 
again set sail for Bohio, which, though only sixteen 
leagues distant, the currents prevented him from 
reaching till next day, which being tlie feasf of St. 
Nicholas^ he gave the name of that sabt ta tl^e port 
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JD whkh he Cidkored. This harbour is deep, spacious, 
and cGcamodioufi ^ but tlie i&habiiants %ing at his ap- 
|ffoach, he. coasted the island lo the northward till lie 
jieacbed the harbour of Conception 5 when, observing 
that the &ce and psoductious of the country in matny 
re$p<^ts resembled Spain^ he gave it th^. appellation of 
Bispaniola. 

He saw numbers of the natives^ who fied with great 
pecipiutioaj but sonne of the Spaniards having at 
length secured a young woman, with a plate of gold 
snspended irom her nose« she was introduced to the 
Admical, who, afa^r presenting her with such trifles aik 
were most likely to please feniale vanity^ civilly di^ 
missed her, accompanied by three Spaniards and af 
many Indians. 

Next day eleven men, well armed, advaticed about 
ibur leagiies up the country, where they discovered 9 
town of one thousand houses, from which the inhabl- 
taotSy as usual, retired 5 but a St. Salvador Indian havr 
sag found means to remove their apprehensions, they 
toon returned, brought their visitors ibod, and gazed 
on ih&m with mingied astonishment and awe. The 
Spaniards reported, that the country was fertile and de^i 
l^htful, the people comparatively fair, courteous, an4 
tractable -, and that gold was said to be found further 
to the eastwjird. 

On this news, the admiral iromedatdy set sail, an<3 
in his progress taking up an Indian who was struggling 
with the waves in his little cai>oe, and presenting him 
with some European toys, set him safe on shore. This 
iDdD, expatiating on the generous and humane manner 
ia which he had been treated > soon induced his coun- 
iryamh to come on board ; but, ejtcept some personal 
pmaments of gold, brought nothing of consequence 
with them. They gave signs, however, that the 
snefal which was tlie object 0? all their inquiries, was 
]iroduced in great quantities higher up the country. 

While th^ Spaniards were hexX day on shore, barter- 
W% with the $oyereign of that district fov a plate q| 
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golcl, a canoe with forty men approached from a smafl 
island in the vicinity, called Tortuga, which the ca^ 
cique perctriving, he sat dowTi on tlie strand with his 
-attendants, as a signal of peace ; hut notwithstanding 
this, the Tortugans landed. On this the king arose, 
and sternly commanded them to reembark ; at the 
* «ame time giving a stope to one of the Spaniards which 
lie ordered him to throw at the intruders, in proof that 
lie would espousie the cause of the strangers. . This 
bad the desired effect ; and no insult was offered'. Sooa 
after, the same cacique returned in state, carried in 
a palanquin, and attended by two hundred men as 
naked as himself. He now seemed to feel his im- 
portance ; went on board without ceremony, and en- 
tered the cabin while dinner was serving up. Cdura- 
bus received the Indian chief with the mildest demean- 
our and the most pointed respect, and supplied him 
with food and wine. During dinner, the cacique and 
liis two principal attendants were grave, and spoke very 
little. After it was over, he presented the admiral 
with a wrought girdle, and two thin plates of gold, for 
which he was complimented with a counterpane, a 
"String of fine amber beads from the admiraVs own 
neck, a pair of red shoes, and a bottle of onmg<»- 
flower water. These gifts were so acceptable to . the 
prince, that he and his ministers signified to Columbus, 
that the whole island was at his disposal.*- The admiral 
on this displayed a gold medal with the impression of 
the king and queen of Spain, which seemed, as well 
as every object he saw, to fill him with wonder and 
admiration. In the evening he was sent ashore at his 
own desire, and saluted with the discharge of several 
guns. Ttjis, as may well be imagined, excited the 
most lively apprehension and astonishment. His re- 
ception, however, was so gratefiil, tliat he ordered his 
subjects to entertain the Spaniards who conducted hira 
on shore, and proceeded to his palace with an osteni- 
tatious disjday of the presents he had received. On the 
4^'lth of December, the admiral sailed for a beadla^c^ 



smce called PuDfta Santa/ and anchored about a league 
fioiD shore. Having had no rest for two days, and the 
weather being calm, he jretired to sleep ; and, contrary 
to the orders he had given, the crew foUowed his e^- 
aiOf>le, leaviiig only a boy at the helm. This neglect 
proved fatal. The yeasoi was drifted about midnight 
on a ridge of rocks, before any one was aware of the 
danger. The admiral being alarmed by the cries of 
the hoy, ran first on deck, where perceiving the alarm- 
ing situation, he ordered the master and three sailors to 
carry out an anchor astern. B\Jkt fear, rather than duty 
or feeling, operating on their minds, they rowed to the 
other caraval) .regardless of his commands. Thus 
abandoned by his men, he ordered the masts to be. cut 
away» and the vessel to be lightened -, but as the water 
•was ebbing away, all his efforts proved ineffectual : 
the sean» of the ship opened ; and she was full of wa- 
ter to the deck. 

The other caraval sent the' men and boat back again 
with indignation and contempt 5 and the admiral, see- 
ing no hopes of saving his own ship, now carried hia 
meu on board the o^her. He then dispalched messen- 
gers to inform the Indian chief of his misfortune, and 
flolictbed bis assistance. The cacique condoled his dis- 
asteic with lears^ and enjoiudsg his men to obey the 
order* of Columbus, by the friendly scrvicea of these 
honest savages, every valuable was saved, and deposited 
ift ho^es oa shoi'e, and guarded with the utmost fir 
delity, , 

Soon afler this calamity, the hospitable priace, whose 
aame was Guacauagarr, paid a visit of coodtolence to 
the admiraiv and bewuiled his loss with, the n:^ost ami>- 
abl<> seiwbiiily. He: told Imu he niugh4» command bis 
whei&fortttne,.piieseiHedliimwith some vizors enriched 
witl> plaHies of gold; and observing widi what' avidity 
lbt» Spaeiiirdsi regarded that metal, promised to procure 
a quao^ty <yf it from a place called Cebao. In the 
mean tinie> a canoe ^m a distast! island broiaght plates 
of iifjhi whi!:h tlitpy (Rsd^an^ed ibr siunlJl bell* j- atid tba 
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seamen in general carried on a hKrative traffic with foe 
Hispaniolans, who brought gold from the interior parts 
of the island to barter for such trifles as pleased their 
fancy. 

The manners of the inhabitants and the productions 
of the country were so agreeable to the admiral, that 
he resolved to settle a colony here ; which by main- 
taining a friendly intercourse with the Indians, and 
learning theiij language, might be of future benefit to 
the nation he served. To pursue this resolution, he 
was encouraged by the voluntary offers of some of h» 
men who fell into his views, and the cacique was not a 
little pleased at the prospect of having such valuable 
allies to protect him from the hostile invasions of 
the Caribbee Indians, a race of inhuman canibalf, 
who frequently molested his shores. The sagacity 
of Columbus knew liow to give importance to 
this idea : he ordered a great gun to be fired against 
the side of the wreck 5 and the Indians seeing tte 
bullet penetrate the sides, and then fall into the 
sea, regarded their guests with the same awe, and 
the belief that they possessed the thunder of heaven. 

A tower was now constructed from the timber of 
the wreck, seemingly in compliance with the ca- 
cique's desire; and having furnished it with provi- 
sions, ammunition, and arms, he left a garrison of 
thirty-six men, under the joint command of three of 
his most trusty dependants, whom he waimly Tecom- 
mended to the favour and protection of the king and 
his people. 

This business settled, he caused a few huts to be 
terected, and named the place the town of Nativity. 
•He then turned his thoughts towards Spain, lest some 
misfortune befalling the only ship he had left, he might 
for ever be prevented from publishing the discoveries 
he had made. Accordingly, having iett the most bene- 
volent and judicious directions for the regulation of the 
colony's conduct, he set sail from the port of Nativity 
on Friday the 4th of January at sun-rising ; and made 
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sach obseiTations as might enable him to distinguish the 
barboor in any future expedition. The wind bein^ 
adverse, be niadq but little way to the eastward. On 
Sunday morning lie tel! in with the Pinta, Capt. Mar- 
tin AlpnzQ Pinzon, who, as we have previously men» 
tioneij, had deserted the admiral. Pinzon going on 
board, strove to excuse his desertion by pretending that 
be had lost sTght of his consorts in tlie night. Co-* 
Iambus was sensible of the fallacy of his pretences; 
but rather than prejudice the commoy cause, disguised 
bis sentiments, and listened to the excuses that were 
made, 

Pinzon, it seems, had sailed to a river fifteen leagues 
eastward of the port of Nativity, where he had sj^ent 
sKteen days in bartering for gold with the natives, and 
in this traffic he had been pretty successful j but hav- 
ing distributed one half among his crew, and retained 
the other himself, he wished to conceal the amount. 
He afterwards anchored near a conical hill, .which 
they named Monte Cliristo, about eighteen leagues east 
o£ Cape Santo j but the weather impeding his further 
progress, he went up a river in his boat, where he dis- 
covered gold-dust in the sand, and from hence gave it 
the appellation of the Gold-river. On the l;-ith of 
January, Columbus being near Cape Enamorado, he 
sent his boat ashore, where some Indians, armed with 
bows and arrows, and with fierce aspects, seemed dis- 
posed to make resistance. They were, however, brought 
tea kind of conference by means of the Salvador lin- 
guist ; and one of them venturing to go on board 
the admiral, appeared so savage in manners dud ad- 
dress, that the Spaniards reasonably conluded he was 
one of the Carribbee canibals. This man having 
answered the interrogations that were put to bim by 
signs and word?,, was entertained ; and dismissed witli 
Rich insignificant presents as seemed best suited to his 
taste. 

At tlie place where he landed, fifty men with Jon^ 
Hair, adorned with plumes of parrot feathers aiK^ 
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aiTued, formed a kind of aaibuscaxie ;. aad notwkb* 
standing the exhortations of their countrymen, refused 
to have any. coranierce wixh the Spaniards j and even 
began to commence hostilities, Tflwugh the Euro- 
peans were. only seven in numbqr, they met the sa^ageR 
with great intrepidity, cut one with a sword in the bot^ 
tock, and shot another with an arrow in the breaat, on, 
"which the whole party fled with precipitation. Th© 
admiral was not displeased at this skirmish, as b& 
imagined its event might increase tlie security of th© 
colony left on the* coast. 

Columbus, continuing his course with afairwuid* 
made such progress that, on tlie ()th of February, ac- 
cording to the pilot's reckoning, tliey were.south of thci 
Azores ; but by the admiral's account, which provol 
to be right, they were one hundred and fifty leagues to 
tl)e west. The favourable weather which had hitherto 
attended them, now began lo change : the wind in-, 
creased to a hurricane, and the billows ran mountaijm 
high. For some days, the vessels were tossed at tl» 
ruercy of the storm, during which tlie two ships sepa- 
rated J. and each supposing the other had perished^ the 
crews betook themselves to acts of devotion, and the 
admiral vowed to go on a pilgrimage to our lady 
of Guadaloupe ; bui the crew went furtljer : they 
swore to walk barefoot in their shirts, to ihe first 
church dedicated, to the virgin, t-hey could HivL In 
tempests and distresses, the Spaniards are still known 
to seek refuge in such kind of superstition : it is, 
the strong hold of ignorance^ and tjie last which it 
quits. 

A scarcity of provisions increased their calamity* ; 
gad tlie s-hip wanting ballast wa« in danger of being 
overset. For this last- defect, the ingenuity of Columbus 
discovered an expedient. He ordered his ca^ks to be 
iiiled with ^ea'-water ; and with a view to immortaUty, 
even when on the brink of destruction, he wrote a 
brief account of l>i& discoveries, ou. two. skins of parch- 
Jiacjiit, vjiicji h^ wrapt in oil cloths covered with wax ; 
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and having inclosed them ia two separate casks, com* 
mitted them to the sea. 

The storm continued till the 15lh of February, 
when one of the sailors discovered land from the round 
top, which proved to be St. Mary, one of the Azores, 
where, after four days spent in incessant labour, they 
came to an anchor. The inhabitants of this island hu- 
manely sent fresh provisions on board, and many com- 
pliments from their governor, who expressed his as- 
lonishment at the success of the expedition, and seemed 
f' • ejoTce at the discoveries that had been made. Nor 
> - 5 the natives less surprised, that the ship had 
I'v-n able to weather a storm of fifteen days continu- 
2ine ; these giave the admiral and bis crew intimation 
cf an hermitage in the vicinity dedicated to the blessed 
tirg'n, and at this they resolved to perform tfieir vows. 

No sooner, however, had the boat and one half ol 
the company come on shore to fulfil this penance, and 
had begun their naked procession, than they were made 
prisoners by the governor ,v who had planted men in 
ambush on purpose. Columbus having waited in vain 
for the return of the boat, from day-break till noon, 
began to suspect some treachery j and sailing round a 
point, to gain a view of the hermitage, perceived a 
iramber of Portuguese enter the boat, with a view, as 
lie apprehended^ of attacking the caraval. The pru- 
dence of Columbus was on its guard. He hoped to be ' 
able to secure tlie Portuguese commander as an hos- 
tage, by inviting him on board ; but -finding he kept 
J^oof^ the admiral demanded tlie reason of such an out- 
rage on the Spanish nation, and threatened tlie conse- 
•juences. Tlie Portuguese captain declared that what 
kad been done was the express order of the king ; oa - 
which Columbus supposed a rupture had taken place 
between the tvro crowns, and swore he would never 
quit his ship, till he had taken one hundred prisoners, 
and destroyed the whole island. 

He now returned to the port he had left ; but next 
^y the wind increasiog, he lost his anchors, and waa. 
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forced out to sea, with no more than three able sa3«R 
on board. The weather after>vards becoming a)ild> ^^ 
endeavoured to recover the island of St. Maiy, which 
he reached on the 2Ut. Soon after a bott was dis- 
patched to him in the governor's name with Eve mea 
and a notary^ to inquire whence the ship caine, aqd if 
she actually oarried the king of Spain's ^nimi3$iooL 
Being satisfied in these particulars, they returned, and 
ordered the prisoners to be released. It seems tb« d^ 
ject and the orders of tlie Portuguese were to secunD 
the admiral's person ; bqt this scheme was reiideie4 
abortive by his prudent caution. 

Columbus agai'n sat sail wiih a favouraUe wind ; bat 
soon another tempest overtook him ; and he narrowly 
escaped shipwreck on the rock of Lisbon. Providence^ 
however, SliU favoured him, and with gre^t exeriioni& 
lie at last anchored, in the river Tagus. On this li^ dis« 
patched an express by land to their Catholic noajesticf 
with the news of his arrival j and another to the. king 
of Portugal, requesting his permission to anchor be« 
fore the city. 

On the 5 th of M^di, an armed boat camA akmg 
side of the admiral, ai%d required him to give aa ac- 
count of himself to the king*s officers, as was'ca&- 
tomary on entering tl^at river. The spirit of Colum- 
bus would not suffer him to >submlt to this indigo 
nity. As the king of Spain's admiral, he gave theoA ta 
Jinderstand that he could not comply. The Portu^ 
guese finding him resolute, demanded a sight of the 
^p^nish monarch's letter : this was readily produced ; 
cm which a suitable report b(?ing m^de, the comnaander 
lYnm/ediately came on board with noilitary music^ an4 
piany expressions of friendly congratulation. No 
sopner was the nature of the voyage blazoned in Lis* 
bon, than the whole river was covered with boats. Tho 
iodians and the particulairS of the discovery were ir»- 
fiistible novelties and attractioivi. The kii^ bijaaaelf 
sent presents of necessaries and refreshments, accnoa- 
{)4ni^4 wir)> f^UciXat^lQPSi ai;^ desiri^ to see Coh^i^bag 
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Ijcfbre he left his dominions. The admiral at first he- 
sitated; but reflecting tliat the two tialioiis uere at 
peace, he at last acceded to the sovereign's request, and 
waited on his majesty at the palace of Valparaiso, 
about niiie leagues from Lisbon. The king ordered ali 
the nobility of his court %a advance and meet him ; 
and when the admiral was introduced into his presence, 
be insisted on his being coveied, and sitting down. 
Having heard the recital of his adventure's with ap- 
parent pleasure, he offered to supply him with what- 
ever he stood in need of; though he Could not help ob- . 
serving, that the right of conquest belonged to him, as 
Columbus had first been in the service of Portugal. 
The admiral modestly assigned his reasons for being of 
a different opinion. *' It is very well,** replied the 
kiDg^ '' justice will doubtless be done.'* 

Considerable oilers were made to reengage flie acJ- 
nural; and every honour and distinction were paid 
him. The king even sent to inform him, after the in- 
terview, that should he be disposed to travel to Castile 
by land, every accommodation on the road should be 
provided him. Columbus, wiih suitable acknowledg- 
ments, decfmed this flattering offer j and setting sail 
frona Lisbon, came to an anchor in th6 pott of Palos ofi 
the' 15th of Mai'ch, after an absence of more than 
leven months* 

The people attended his landing in procession ; and 
thanks to the Almighty for his protecfion were mixed 
with admiration of the hero who had successfully en- 
countered so many dangers, and laid open new regions, 
of which, however, the importance could not even be 
conjectwed. By tliis time Pinzon was arrived in Ga- 
lieia, and was eager to carry the first news of the dis- 
coveries to coiirt ', but being forbid to proceed withotft 
the admiral under whose conduct he sailed, the repulse 
made such an impression on his mind, that he fell 
aiek, and returning to his native place^ in a few dayi 
breathed his last. 

Meanwhile Columbus set ouf for Barcelona, Wheta. 
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the court tlien resided 5 and his whole journey might 
be compared to a triumph. All ranks flocked round 
him, eager to see this intrepid adventurer, and the In- 
dians in his train. He reached Barcelona about the 
middle of April, and new distinctions awaited him. 
The streets could scarcely contain the crowds that 
pressed on him j and to heighten public curiosity, the 
productions of the new-discovered regions were carried 
uncovered. To do him more signal honour, their 
majesties ordered their royal throne to be placed in 
public, on which they seated themselves under a ca- 
nopy of cloth of gold. When the admiral approached 
to kiss, hands, they stood up, and caused him to. be 
seated in their presence, and treated him as a grandee 
of the first class. Columbus then recited the principal 
particulars of his voyage, the discoveries he had made, 
• and the hopes he entertained or finding still more im- 
portant accessions to the dominions of Spain. He 
sho\yed the Indians as they appeared in their native 
climes; and displayed the riches of the new world. 
Having finished his narrative, their majesties, kneel- 
ing down, thanked God with tears of gratitude, 
which act of devotion was immediately followed by a 
grand Te Deum, 

Never was man treated with more honour and di- 
stinction than Columbus at this period. In the king's 
excursions round Barcelona, he kept him always by 
his side ; an honour which had never been conferred 
bat on princes of the bloody and which, perhaps, was 
more invidious than desirable. ^ 

But the regard of their majesties for the admiral 
was not confined to unsubstantial forms : he was 
gratified with new patents, confirming and enlarging 
his former privileges j and extending his viceroyalty 
and command over all the countries lie had discovered, 
or might discover in future. The more the success ot 
this expedition was canvassed, the more important it 
appeared; and it was immediately resolved, that Co- 
lumbus should return with a powerful armamervt to 
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prosecute his discoveries. Not satisfied witii this, the 
king dispatched an ambassador to Pope Alexandet VI. 
to obtain his apostolic sanaion to the nevv* dominions^ 
and an exclusive title to future discoveries in the 
same quarter. The holy father made no diflSculty 
in complying with thi^ request j and, as if he had 
been lord of the world, drew a line from pole to 
pole at the distance of one hundred leagues to the 
westward of the Azores^ and bestowed thisexten* 
slve track of the globe on their Catholic majesties. 
Such was the original title of Spain to America, su- 
peradded to the right of discovery. In vain shall we 
trace the foundation of either, to validity, from religi- 
on or justice; but ambition, intrenched behind power, 
is satisfied with the semblance of truth. 

At this moment it is a question undecided, if Eu- 
rope lost or gained more by the discovery ot America, 
orralherby colonizing it. Columbus, however, will 
ever enjoy the preeminence that is due to superior 
penetration and perseverance ; nor can we contemplate 
his humane and enlightened conduct in general, with- 
oiit paying him tlie tribute of our praise. 
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THE fame and merits of Columbus already made 
the malignant passions of jealousy and envy rankle 
in the liearts of those who had opposed his original 
plains, or wished to detract from his success. But all 
ihose ernotions were for the present stifled ; and the 
necessary measures being concerted for the prosecution 
of bis future undertakings, with an activity proper^ 
tioned to the objects in view, in a short space a fleet 
of seventeen vessels was equipped, stored with provi- 
sioas, implements for improvements, and commodities 
for traffic. Many artizans and labourers wef e engaged ; 
and sp great was the thirst of gold, that numbers were 
desirous of entering into this service, beyond what 
could be accepted. The admiral restricted himself to 
fifteen hundred persons of 9II descriptions j and, having 
taken on board some of the most useful European ani- 
mals, set sail from the road of Cadiz on the 25th of 
September 1493, and immediately stood for the Ca- 
nary Islands^ where be intended to take in refresh • 
nients. He arrived at the Grand Canary on the 2d 
i4' October -, and on the 7tfi continued his voyage for 
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the West Indies, as they were now called, in contra* 
distinction to the East. 

A pro^rous gale attended them for four hundred 
leagues to the westward of Gomera ; nor did they fall 
in with any of the weeds, which had been so plentiful 
in the former voyage. On the 26th, at night, the mari- 
ners perceived those lights which they call the body of 
St. Elmo, tQ which they sar^ litanies and prayers, in 
full confidence that no danger would now ensue from 
any storm, however violent. 

On the 2d of November, a great alteration in the 
winds and sky took place -, and it poured down torrfents 
of rain. From this the admiral concluded they were 
near laud ; nor was he wrong in his conjecture ; for, 
at day-break, tfiey descried a high mountainous island, 
about seven leagues to the westward, which he named 
Dominica, because it was discovered on Sunday morn* 
ing. Three other islands were discovered in the vici- 
nity ; when the people, assembling on the poop, sang 
Salve regina, and returned tlianks to God for their 
prosperous voyage. The east side of Dominica afford- 
ing no convenient anchorage, they stood over to an- 
other island, which Columbus named Marigalante, from 
his own ship ; and, laiiding, took possession with the 
usual solemnities. 

He soon sailed to another island, which he denomi- 
nated St. M:iry of Guadaloiipe, in conformity to a pro- 
mise made ta the friars of a convent bearing that nan^e. 
At the distance of two leagues from this shore they 
espied a very high rock, terminating in a point, from 
whicli gushed a natural cascade with prodigious noise. 
Having landed some men, they advanced to a kind of 
town, which was abandoned by all the inhabitants, ex- 
cept some children, to whose arms they tied a few pre- 
sents, in token of amity. Here they saw geese, a varie-^ 
ty of panrots, and several fruits, particularly pine-apple» 
of ex(juisite taste and flavour. They refrained from 
jpieddlttig with any of the domestic utensils or maiiu-*. 
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fBcixires, that tbe natives might cpnceiy^ the^ better 
opinion of the moraiity of their visitors. 

Next day the admiral sent two b^ats ashore, tq 
open, if possible, some communication wiih the na-; 
tives } and the crews soon returned witU two young 
men, who, it appeared, had been in a state of capti- 
vity. The boats, returning again for some of tiie peo-. 
p}e who had been left behind, found six wQmen in 
their company, who had fled to iheir protection. These 
the admiral presented with beads and bells, and dis^ 
missed, contrary to their inclination^ 5 for ihey were 
no sooner landed, than the Caribbees robbed iheai 
in the sight of their benefactors. Next opportunity 
they had, these poor creatures leapt into tiie boat, and 
implored the protection of the Spaniards, giving then^ 
to understand, that the islanders had eaten their hus- 
bands, and retained them in slavery. I'hey Were, 
therefore brought on boards when they gave the admi- 
ral to understand that tqwards the south were niany 
islands and a large C(>ntinent -, and they pointed out the 
situation of Hispauiola. For this island Columbus 
would instantly have proceeded* had not one of his cap- 
tains and eight men been on sliore without leave. To 
recover, them, be sent a ptirty ashore with musquets 
and trumpets, to give the signal of recall. This expe- . 
dient proving unsuccessful, he ordered forty men, un- 
der captain Hoidea, to range the country, and to 
make observations oh its produce. They reported that 
they found mastic, aloes, sander^ giiiger, frankincense, 
aiid abundance of cottpn 3 that birds of various species . 
were iu abundance* and that they crossed several xiv 
vers, ^me of wjiich were de-ep an4 spacious. 

While absent on this excursioti, the stragglers |«- 
turoed of th^ir own qccord, and said' tbey had* been b^ 
wildered in the woods ; but tp puftj^l^ their presump-, 
tion, (be c<iptain wairQrder64iBt9,ir<)i>%x ^i>(i< the men 
v/ere abridged of their uiiual ^Jlowai^*!. Having made . 
tliisi^x^mple.of necessary severity, Colupabu^; hinis^lf 
^•Hde4^ a^)d entering s^pmtiof tfee ^^^^ twd.plept/ 
P 3 
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of cotton, raw and spun, and numbers of human 
«kalls, and bones suspended in baskets. The na- 
tives seemed to live and lodge more comfortably than 
any of those he had visited in his first voyage. 

On the lOth of November, he sailed in quest of 
Hispaniola, and passed an island which he called 
Mountserrat, from its extraordinary elevation 5 the in- 
Iwbitants of which, he learned, had been totally de- 
voured by the Caribbees. ' In his progress, he passed 
islands to which he gave the respective names of St. 
Mary Rodonda, Antigua, and St. Martin, near the 
last of which he came to an anchor 5 and, on weigh- 
ing, found pieces of coral adhering to the flukes. On 
account of bad weather, he again anchored at another 
island, where they secured four women and three 
children, and soon after fell in with a canoe, in which 
were four men and a woman. These, seeing an escape 
was impracticable, put themselves in a posture of de- 
fence; and the female discharged an arrow with such 
force, that it actually pierc6d a strong target. The ca- 
noe being accidentally overset, they betook themselves 
to swimming, and one of them used his bow with as 
much dexterity as if he had been on land. All the 
males were eunuchs, and had been castrated by the Ca- 
ribbees to increase their fatness. 

Departing from thence, Columbus continued his 
co\use ; leaving to the noith ward fifty islands, to the 
largest of which he gave the name of St. Ursula, and 
to the rest that of the Eleven Thousand Virgins He 
then anchored in a bay, on the west side of what he 
- called St. John Baptist, where the mariners caught 
plenty of fish. In the vicinity of the bay, they visited 
some well built-houses with a square in front, and 
fiaoked on the sides with cane-towers, having their 
tojks interwoven with greens. 

On the J 4th he arrived ki the bay of Samana in His- 
paniola, where he sent on shore one of his Indian na* 
tiv<es, now a convert to Christianity, who undertook 
fbr the. submission c^ his coantry-men. From theoce 
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he proceeded for tlietown of Nativity ; and coming to 
an aochor in the port of Monte Cbristo, some of his 
men discovered two bodies of men, with a rope about 
their necks, suspended on a kind* of cross. This did 
not augur well ; but whether the suflferers were Chris- 
tians or natives they could not tell. * 

Next day a number of Indians came on boards with 
apparent conhdeoce and cordiality ; and, pronouncing 
several Spanish words, the apprehensions of the admi- 
ral began to be allayed. Oa the morrow, however, 
his doubts ^ft-ere at an end j for, on anchoring near the 
town of Nativity, some Indians came along side, and 
inquired for him by name, presenting a compliment 
from tlie cacique Guac^agari. From them he had the 
sorrow to» learn, tliat the greater part of his colony was 
dead, and the rest gone into distant countries. Cor 
lumbus concealed his suspicions, and dismissed the 
m^sseiTger with presents for the prince. 

Ru'm and desolation met bis view, on entering the 
port of tlie Nativity : the town was burnt to the ground, 
aod not a soul was to be seen. The bodies of eleven 
Spaniards were discovered, who seemed- to have been 
dead a month. Ruminating with regret and resent- 
ment on this disastrous event, he received a visitii'ora 
the brother of the cacique, who iixformed him that he 
had scarcely sailed, before tlie colopy began to quarrel ; 
each person endeavouring to amass as much gold, and 
to monopolize as many women as suited his appetite or 
Ills avarice 5 that having committed a murder on one 
of their assosiates, ten of them had retired into the 
dominicms of Caunabo who was lofd of the mines, by 
whom they were put to death, and who afterwards 
destroyed the town with all the inhabitants. He furth- 
er represented, that Guacanagarij having espoused the 
cause of the Spaniards, was wounded in the conflict ; 
and in consequence was now under confinement. This 
story exactly tallied with intelligence received from 
some Spaniards who had been sent up the country to 
reconnoitre. The admiral therefore paid the cacique 
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a visit next day, and was received witli every tokes of 
atfectionand concera. The prince repeated- the melan- 
choly tale with marks of unfeigned regret 5 and dis-» 
played his own wounds and those of his men, which 
had beep received in defence of the settlement. Com-» 
pliments of condolence being passed, the gacique pre- 
sented tlie admiral with eight strings of white, red, and 
green stones, a string of gold beads, a regal ci>own of 
the same metal^ and three calabashes full of gold dust« 
weighing about too pounds. In return for such valu- 
able articles, Columbus gave him toys to the amount 
of thi:ee reals, which he highly prized ; and, though 
extremely ill, insisted on attending his guest to the 
fleet, where he first saw some horses, with surprize. 
He was afterwards instructed in the mysteries of the 
Christian religion^ whiqh, with some hesitatioii, he 
embraced. 1* 

The admiral being disgusted at the sight of a place 
which had been the scene of so many disasters, sailed 
to the eastward witli his whole fleet y and, passing the 
Mnall though pleasant isles of Monte Christo, anchored 
before an Indian town^ where he designed to plant 4 
colony. 

Having landed those that were intended for settlers 
in, a commodious plain, he built a tower, to which be 
gave the appellation of Isabella. The 8|)ot lay under a 
rbck^ on which a fort might be easily erected ; the 
iiarbour was large, and »" the vicinity ran a stream of 
excellent water, from which the town might conveni- 
ently be supplied. At no great distance, the mines of 
Cebao were said to lie. To ascertain this, ti.e admiral 
dispatched a captain and fifteen men j; and on the 2 i 
of Febroary ha sent off twelve of his ships to Castile 
xuidei" the t;oramand of Anfouia de Torres. 

The party sent to explore tlie a)uatry informed the 
admiral, tjiat on the second- day tliey came to. the pass 
of an ill must inaccessible mountain ; and. at the distance 
of every leai^ue fbvind a caciijue, by whom, they were 
hu^ipi^ably received, Oa tlie sixth tlay tjieji reacUedi 
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the mines of Cebao, where they actually saw the In-' 
dians collecting gold from a smiiU river, as they after- 
wards did from many others of the same province. 

This grateful intelligence assisted to revive the admi- 
ral, who had experienced a fit of sickness from fa- 
ti^e ; and on the 1 2th of March he set out for Cebao, 
well attended by men on foot and horseback, leaving, 
however, a strong guard under the command of his 
brother Diego Columbus. This precaution he took in. 
consequence of a conspiracy whicli he had detected and 
qnelled on board, and likewise to secure the settlers 
Irom any sudden attack. He took such necessaries 
with him as he judged proper to build a fort in the pro- 
vince of Cebao, for the protection of those he meant 
to leave there to gather gold 3 and to intimidate the 
natives, he marched his people through their villages 
in rank and file with arms and accoutrements, trumpets 
sounding, and colours flying. The inhabitants seemed 
to have no idea of private property : they endeavoured 
to make free with whatever pleased their fancy, and 
showed surprise at meeting with a repulse. The whole 
wny was agreeably diversified with pjeasant mountains, 
covered with wild vinej;, and various sorts of fragrant 
trees. 

On the 14th of March the- admiral proceeded for 
the river of Capes ; and soon reached another, to which 
he gave the appellation of the Gold-river, because 
here he discovered some grains of that precious metaK 
Having with some difficulty passed this large volume of 
water, he found a considerable town with the doors 
barrjcadoed against him with canes. He entered the 
province of Cebao on the l6th, which, though not very 
fertile, yields plenty of grass^ and ii watered by rivers 
abounding in gold. 

His first attention was directed to the building of a 
fort in the centre of the mines, and in a situation na- 
naturally strong. This fortification he called the castle 
of St^ Thomas. Jt was garrisoned by fifiy-^ix men, 
under the conduct of Peter Margarile. 
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The admiral^ having communicated his instructipns 
and advice to the garrison, set out on his return for 
Isabella, where he fouiid cucumbers and melons raised 
from European seeds, fit . for the table ; and ears of 
wheat, which had been ^own only tU'o months, ripe 
and luxuriant. Vetches produced a crop in tweuty- 
live days, and sugar-canes budded in the same space. 
Columbus saw and admired tjie fertility of the soil ; 
nor were the climate and the water le&s agreeable to 
Lis wishes. 

A messenger arrived on the I at of April, with intelli- 
gence that the cacique Cauuabo was preparing to at- 
tack the fort of St. Thomas. To this Columbus g^ve 
' little credit, as he did not suppose the natives had either 
resolution or force to make any impression on itj l)ut 
wishing to leave every thing in quiet, before he pro- 
ceeded on further discoveries, he dispatched a rein- 
forcement of seventy men. Meanwhile he completed 
his tov^n, which was regularly disposed, and supplied 
with water by an artificial canal. He likewise resolved 
to send all the superfluous hands back to Spain, Euro- 
pean movisions begiuaing to fail, and the health of 
several, in consequence, appearing to decliqe. The 
more robust he ordered to traverse the island, that 
they might make discoveries, aiid Ipecome habituated 
to the Indian diet. 

Accordingly four hundred Spaniards departed from 
Isabella on the 29th of April, and having crossed the 
river del Oro, apprehended a cacique, whom, with 
his brother, they sent to the admiral in irons for breach 
of trust. Another cacique, relying on the services he 
had done the Spaniards, accompanied the prisoners to 
Isabella, in order to intercede for their liberation. The 
admiral received him courteously, and, to enhance the 
value of the favour he inteiidcd to grant, commanded 
the delinquents to be brought out for exeaition. The 
mediator, with a flood of tears, bi&gged for their lives, 
which were granted to his friendship and solicitations. 
Immediately after their release, a person on horseback 
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arrived from St. Thoraas's, who told the admiral that 
he had rescued four Spaniards, who had been taken by 
the cacique's subjects by way of reprisal, and that four 
hundred persons fied at the very sight of his horse. 

Columbus having made preparations for a new ex- 
pedition, left a council, of which his brother was presi- 
dent, to govern in his absence. He then sailed to Cu- 
ba ; and on the 3d of May discovered Jamaica, where 
be was informed there was plenty of gold. This island 
appeared beautiful in the extreme. A number of na- 
tives came on board to barter provisions for toys. 
Coasting along the shore, he cent out his boats to 
sound, when they were unexpectedly surrounded by- 
armed canoes. The Spaniards, however, not being in- 
timidated, saluted the assailants vvith a flight of arrows, 
by which several were woUnded, and the rest fled with 
precipitation. The admiral having repaired his ship, 
stood over again for Cuba, determined to discover whe.- 
ther it was an island or a continent. The same time a 
young Jamaica Indian requested to accompany Colum- 
bus to Spain 5 and, in spite of the remonstrances of his 
countrymen and friends, persisted in his resolution. It 
is needless to say he met with a kind reception. 

Having reached the point of C''J")a, which he deno- 
minated Cabo de Santa Cruz, 1?* was overtaken by a 
dreadfiil storm of thunder and lightning. He found 
the whose sea in this quarter interspersed with littlp ^ 
jsandy islands, which render the navigation very danger- ' 
ons. Close to the shore, some of them, however^ 
were very pleasant j and therefore he styled them the 
Queen's Garden. On these, they saw scarlet- coloured ■ 
cranes, abundance of turtles, and an infinite quantity 
of singing birds. The very air was impregnated with^ 
iragrance, and the senses were recreated with delight/ 
In one of the channels separating these islands, they 
observed some fishermen in a canoe, exercising their 
vocation afcer a new and curious form. A string being 
fied round the tail ^f some small fishes, called ;-eves. 
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ivhicb liad been taugtt to encounter their fellows of 
the dee'p, by clinging fast to them, both^are drawfl up 
together. The Spaniards saw tbem catch a tortoise by 
this means, the reve being wound rpund its neck. It 
is said that these decoy nshes will sometimes attack 
sharks of the largest size. The Indians made a present 
to the admiral of the fish they had caught, for which 
he gave them a suitable retunl. He flow began to be 
in great want of provisions ; and his health was much 
impaired by fatigue and want of rest, which he could 
liot venture to enjoy amid such a dangerous navi- 
gahon. 

On the 22d of May Columbus landed on one of 
these larger surrounding islands, to which he gave the 
name of St. Marj'. Here he entered a town aban- 
doned by the inhabitants, where he found nothing but 
fish and dogs. Continuing his voyage to the north-east, 
he became still more embarrassed by tlie vast number 
of fiats and islands which opened in unvaried succession 
to his vietvr. With all his precautions, the ship was 
frequently aground ; and seeing no probable termina- 
tion of the dangers he incessantly encountered, he \vr»s 
induced to relinquish his design of nlakin2; the circuit 
of the island, till he should return to Spain. 

The admiral no « pouched again at Cuba. On this 
occasion one of the mariners ba\ iug jiscended a tree, 
saw about thirty persons armed with spears and staves 
called raacanas ; and among them one clad in a while 
vest reaching to his knees, and earned by two men 
dressed in a similar manner, with complexions a^ fair 
as Spaniards, As these Indians hastily retired, Colunn- 
bas next day sent several people on shore to ascertain 
the truth of this report, but without success. 

Some canoes coming off with a supply of water and 
provisions, one of the Indians was detained as an inter- 
preter ; on promise, however, of being set at hberty 
as soon as he had given the intelligence required. From 
him the admiral was given to understand^ that Cuba 
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was an island 5 that the kfrig never deigned to addre.sg 
his subjects but by signs j and that the surrounding 
coast was low, and full of islets. 

Next day they fell in with such a number of turtles, 
that they actually covered the sea j while the sun was 
darkened by a cloud of sea-crows. They likewise saw 
such swcirms of butterflies, that tiie face of day was, 
obscured from morning till night, when a deluge of 
rain swept them all away. 

On the 13th of June Columbus anchored in an island 
about thirty leagues in circumference, which he named 
Evangelista ; and having wooJed and watered, directed 
his course southward 5 but soon found himself em^ 
bayed. Returning to the coast of Cuba, he stood to 
the eastward ; and on the 30th his ship ran aground, 
and stuck so fast, that it was with great difficulty and 
some damage she could be got off. While in this vi- 
cinity, they were visited by an old cacique, during the 
celebration of mass. To this service he seemed to pay 
great attention ; and, at its conclusion, signified his 
belief in the existence of a supreme Being, the re- . 
warder of virtue, and the punisher of vice in a future 
state. • . , 

The admiral put again to ?ea on the 1 (5th of July. 
The winds and rains considerably incommoded him at 
first i but as he apprQached Cape Cruz, he was over- 
taken by such a sudden storm, that before the sails, 
could be furled the ships were well nigh qxerset. Nor 
nns this storm the only evU : they had also to coniend 
vith famine. Providentially, huwever, they reached 
Cape Cruz, where the Indians supplied them with cas- 
«acb bread, abundance of fish, aiid store of fruits. 
Thus refreshed, they stood Ibr Jamaica, aaid coasting 
it to the. westward, found it furnished with exceileat 
liarhours,, and replete with inhabitants. 

On the 20th of August, Colunibus made the soutJi 
side of Hispaniola, near Cape Tiberoon, which he 
then called Cape St. Niichael. Soon after, a cjci(]ue 
rsn^e on board, wlio accosted hliii by name, and pro- 

vvL. I. » a ^ 
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rtoi!ncecl some Spanish \v'ords. Towards tFie cml of the 
Bionth, hnvinglost sight of the other two ships under 
Ms command, he anchored near the island of Alto 
Velo. Here the crew killed eight seals, and caught 
abundance of pigeons and other birds, wlwch, being lll^- 
accu'»tomed to the eraelty of man, had not learned the 
Becessity of flying fpom his approach. 

At the end of six days, the missing ship joined. Tl>e 
admiral then coasted along HispaiMola, where they had 
a view of a spacious plain, so populous, that fot a 
Ifeague it seemed to be one contkmed ciiy ; and ne>r it 
fey a large lake. Here the natives eame on board; m\d 
informed them, that the colony at Isabella was well. 
This pleasing information being recetved, he dispatclied 
Bine men across the island, !€> inform the planters of 
kis arrival on the coast. Proceeding eastward, he sent 
fcis "boats ashore for water, near a populous town, 
whence the inhabitants sallied with bows and poisoned 
arrows, ta oppose a landing. They even pnxlured 
9ome ropes-, vrith which, they mennct-d to bind the in- 
truders f but seeing the Spanirrrds advance without dis- 
Biay, they threw away their ai'ms, and made a. tender 
to the admiral of all they possessed. 

Observing an uncommon lish of great magmlude 
sporting in the waves, and judging fiom other iiKlicn- 
tions Chat a storr»W3S approaching, the atlmivnl wish- 
«d to find a place of security to aiiebor in > and had ilie 
/ good fortune to discover an island, near the east psirt of 
Hispaniola, called by the natives Adamanai. Hcvo 
being sheltered,, he observed an eclipse of tlie moon, 
which was followed by a tempest for sonie days succes- 
sively. Having weathered the storm, and reached tl>e 
eastern point of Hispaniola, he passed over to a Hi tie 
i»land, named Mona by the Indians -, and in his passage 
from thqiice to St. John de Borriguen, he was seized 
with a pestitential and lethargic fever, which soon de- 
prived him of his memory and reason. In this dilem- 
h)a, his people resolved to proceed to Isabella, where 
tljey arrived in five days : and the adtiiirai recovered his 



COlUMBtrS, t$ 

scTiws, on the fever leaving ham -, bat wa» loag in a 
foe hie convalescent slate. 

At Isabella he had the felicity of finding his brother 
Bartholomew, who, on leaving the court of England, 
wiiere, we have previously meirtioned, he had been in 
treaty, received intelligence from Charles, king of 
France, of Ws brother's success; and by this monarch 
he was supplied with one hundred crowns to pro&ecuie 
his journey to Spain. Unfortunately, the admiral l>ad 
sailed on his second expedition before his arrival at Se- 
ville i but their Catholic maje^ities soon enabled hira 
to pursue the same track with a fleet of three ships, 
l^artholomcvv was constituted, by the admiral. Go- 
vernor of the Indies. This title occasioned some dis- 
pute, and exposed Columbus to the obloquy of his ad- 
versaries. The difference was, however, compromised ; 
and he was allo\Ved to bear the appellation of Lieute-' 
nant of the Indies. Tlni^, though the power was the ' 
same, the word that expressed it was changed. Man 
has always been tlie dupe of terms. 

The society and assistance of Bartholomew was a 
real consolation to tlie admiral, who, by the misconduct 
of Peter Margarita, found himself involved in quarrels 
whh the natives. This insolent officer, instead of 
obeying the orders of Columbus, encamped, with the 
party with which he had been intrusted to traverse the 
country, about ten leagues from Isabella, whence he 
dispatched menacing letters to the council. Finding it 
impossible to usurp the supreme direction as he wished, 
and dreading the return of the admiral, he em- 
barked in the first ship bound for Spain, leaving his men 
without a leader. These, foilpwing their own inclina- 
tions, dispersed about the country, robbed the natives, 
canied off the women ; and committed such atrocitie* 
as alienated the affections of the Indians, and indticed 
them to lliink of revenge. 

Indeed, had . the caciques and their dependent lords 
been firmly united, they might easily have emancipated 
themselves from the Spauiih yoke. But jealousy will 
B 2 
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always prevent unanimity among rival powers, e^eii 
where iheir interest is the same. Guacanagari con- 
tinued firm in his professions, and had even incurred 
the resentment of his brother sovereigns, for the faithful 
part he had acted. A neig;hbouring cacique had kiHcd 
one of his women ; Ccunabo, the lord of the mines, 
. had stolen a second : to revenge the death of the one, 
and to recover the other, he earnestly implored assis- 
tance. The admiral, out of gratitude, undertook to 
l^edress his wrongs. Besides, he had an interest in fo- 
menting dissensions between the Indian chiefs. Policy 
and morality have ever been at variance, and Colum- 
bus studied the latter ! 

On the 24th of March \4g5, the admiral, in com- 
pany with Guacanagari, set out from Isabella, to pro- 
secute the war ?gainst his Indian toes, who had as- 
sembled an army of one hundred thousand men ; 
while the Europeans did not exceed two hundred, with 
twenty horses, and as many dogs. 

Never were such disproportionate armies opposed to 
each other. ' On the second day, Columbus being in 
§ight of the enemy, divided his army into two bodies, 
giving the command of one to his brother Bartholo- 
mew, that, by a double attack, the attention of the 
Indians might be distracted, and their contusion in- 
creased. I'he first discharge of the Spanish cross-bows 
and musquets threw them into some disorder; but 
when the Europeans advanced with horses and dog., 
the timid and undisciplined multitude fied in con^tcr- 
nation'and dismay. Numbers were slain and 'taken 
prisoners ; among the latter was Caunabo, with all his 
wives and children. ' The cacique confessed, thiit he 
had killed twenty of the -Spaniards who were first left 
at Nativity, and that his intention was to attack Isn- 
bella. Such a confession confirmed by actual rebel- 
lion, if it deserves the naiiie^ wa>>" judged so crimir.a!, 
that the admiral determified to send him and all his 
family to the tribunals of Spain. 

This signal victory :\nd the captivity of Caunnbo so 



COLUMBUS. 41 

intimidated the Indiam, that in the' space of a few 
months the admiral reduced the whole island, and 
impofced a quarterly tribute on the natives. ?eace be- 
came so well confinned, that a single Spaniard could . 
travel over the whole island without molestation, and 
even experience hospitality and regard. The colony, 
however, by change of climate and of food, was near- 
ly reduced to one-third of the number originally landed 
at Isabella. 

During this interval of repose, die Spaniards rftade 
themselves acquainted with the manners and customs 
of the natives, and the productions of islands they had 
not hitherto visited. With regard to religion, every 
cacique had a detached house set apart for the lodging 
and service of certain wooden images, denominated 
Ceniis, before which they prayed, and used peculiar 
riles. Caunabo being interrogated respecting his con-, 
dition after death, replied, that in a future state he 
should be removed to a certain vale, where he should 
associate with his parents and predecessors, and en- 
joy every sensual pleasure, with the highest relish, un« 
restrained. 

Hispaaiola being now in a state of submission, and 
the colony established and protected, the admiral re- 
solved to revisit Spain, to give an account of his pro- 
ceedings, and to refute the charges of some malicious 
accusers. He therefore embarked on the lOih of March, 
1496, on board two ships, witli two hundred and 
twenty-five Spaniards and thirty IiKiians, and immedi- 
ately steered for the eastward. 

The wind proving unfavourable, and provisionsfalling 
short, he was obliged to stand to the soutl^ward, and 
on the 9th of April anchored at Mafigalante. Next day 
he sailed to Guadeloupe, and sending his boats ashore, 
the crews were opposed by a number of anned women, 
who rushed out of a wood. The mariners resting oa 
their oars, ordered two of their Indian females to swim 
to land, and inform the islanders, that provisions were 

£3 
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their only objects, fur which they ivould make a liberal 
return. 

These Amazons having understood the xJejcand, 
pointed to the northward, where their husbands would 
supply them. Accordingly, on tlie ships coasting 
round, a number of people came down to the beach, 
and let fly a sliower of arrows at the boats. It was at 
last found necessary to discharge a broadaide- from the 
ships against these determined islanders. On ihis they 
instantly fled, abandoned their houses, and left them 
to the mercy of the Spaniards. Their eflects, being 
now considered ns lawlul plunder, were seized without 
remorse,' and their houses destroyed. A sufficient 
quantity of bread was found to supply the wants of the 
ships 5 and in some of the dwellings, which were all 
square, they discovered honey, wax, and some imple- 
ments of iron. A man's arm,, roasting on a spit> ap- 
peared to have been the intended meal of one family. 

The admiral now dispatched forty men to obtain in- 
telligence of the country, who returned next day with 
ten women and three boys, among whom was the 
spouse of a cacique. This lady, notwithstanding her 
fleetness, was secured by a Canary man, whom slie 
hoped and attempted 1o make her prey. These wo- 
men were enormously corpulent and clumsy j they 
had long hair flowing do^m to the shoulders, and were 
swathed with cotton from the ankle to the knee. This 
w^as the only dress they wore. The captive princess 
said the island was iniiabited by women (?nly ; and that 
among those who opposed the landing were only four 
men. At certain seasons of the year, it apj^eared 
that the males visit'^d them for a short space, and then i 
retired. This 'was likewise tlie case in another island, 
possessed by the same sort of Amazons, who seemed 
.to be endowed with a masculine understanding, and 
strength not conlmon among the males of tliis cli- 
inaie. 

I'he ships being furnished with a supply of necessa- 
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ries, set snil from Guadaloupe on the 20lh of April, 
after trfe admiral h^d dismissed the captive females, ex- 
cept the princess and Jier daughter, who preferred ac- 
companying Caunabo to Spain. This man it appeared 
was one of their countrymen, though he had risen to 
be a cacique of Hispaniofe. 

When the ships were about one hundred leagues 
west from the Azores, provisions began to run short, 
and the cre\^s were obliged to be put to a short allow^ 
ance. On the 8th of June, several days after all the 
reckonings of the pilots had been out, but exactly as 
the admiral calculated, they made the land of Odeni- 
cra, b^'tween Lisbon and Cape St. Vincent* By this 
time the famine was so severe, that some proposed to 
eat the Indians, while others recommended their being 
thrown overboard to lessen the consumption. The ad- 
miral rejected both those proposals with disdain, and 
exerted liis utmost address to protect the wretched cap- 
tives. Next morning his humanity received its recom- 
pense in a sight of land, which so well accorded with 
his prediction, that his men began to think him in- 
spired. 

The admiral being landed, set out for Burgos, whera 
their Catholic majesties weie then celebrating the nup- 
tials of their son prince John with Margaret of Austria. 
He met with a favourable reception 5 laid before the 
king and queen specimens of the various productions 
he had accumulated in his voyage 5 and presented them 
with a considerable quantity of gold dust, pieces of 
that metal, and articles of manufacture, enriched with 
its plates. 

His next business was to vindicate his conduct from 
some aspersions, witli which envy had tarnished his 
character. In this he apparently succeeded to his 
wishes 5 but when he requested to be sent back with 
supplies to the colony, which he justly represented as 
being in want of men and necessaries, so dilatory was 
the court, that many months elapsed before he cnultj 
J'!'t"in (he ob'rrt r.f his ^v:?hcs. At l:5«^t a:i :nconw 
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petent relief was sent otF in two ships, under the 
comnaand of Peter Fernandez Coronell. The admiral 
was once more reduced to tlie necessity of unheeded 
solicitation. Ihe S|)anish ministry thwarted his designs,- 
their majesties perhaps were jealous of bis superior cha- 
racter J and the bishop of liurgos^ a man of consider- 
able influence^ exerted all tlie arts of low cunning to 
bring hira into disgrace. This person was the invete- 
rate enemy of Columbas ; and in the sequel it will ap- 
pear was the chief author of his calamities. 



DISCOVERY OF AMERICA. , 



THIRD VOYAGE 

• OP 

COLUMBUS. 



THAT patient fortitude and perseverance, which 
were characteristic of CoJUiUbus, enabled him at 
Jaot to carry his point. He forwarded and superin- 
tended his new expedition with all possible diligence ; 
'nd at last, on the 30tli of May Vig8, set sail from 
ihe bay of St. Lncar de Barrameda with six ships filled 
\95ili necessaries for the settlers ; resolving to prose- 
cute his discoveries with fresh alacrity. 

On the 9th of June, he took in refreshments at 
Mndeira; and on the ipth reached Gomera. Here. a 
r.ench ship having captured three Spanish vessels, put 
J" -.ea with them, on the appearance of the squadron, 
^'.e admiral being informed of this capture, ordered 
^b ihips to chase, but the French escaped by dint of 

Coiumbus now proceeded to Ferro, from which 
«e ciiipatched three of his ships to Hispaniola, -under 
f;"rovet! officers, while he with the rest should sail to- 
''^r''> tlie Cape Verd Islands, and from thence direct 
«:> views to the diseovery of the contineul. 

On flie 25th of June, the admiral came to an anchor 
i Bona Vihta, where he found a few housss for the 
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accommodation of lepers, who are landed here for 
a cure. The Porluguese who had the charge of 
the island supplied Columbus with such articles as 
they could spare ; and upon his inquiring how the le- 
prosy was healed, was informed, that the patients 
trust chiefly to ihe temperature of the air, and the flesh 
of tortoises, with the blood of which they were exter- 
nally anointed, 

I'urtles and goats were extremely numerous in this 
islaiid, of the latter of which many are salted and sent 
to Portugal. 

At St. Jago, the admiral wished to take on board 
some cows and bulls for his plantation in Hispaniola ; I 
but finding some difficulty and delay in obtaining this 
object, he saikd without accomplishing it; resolving 
to steer south- we<5t till he should reacli the line, and 
then to alter his course to west. He proceeded ac- 
cordingly: but provisions and water failing sliort, he 
determined to change his direction and make for His- 
paniola. Hfe therefore stood to tlie northward, when 
one day, about noon, a sailor from the round- top saw 
land to the westward, about fifteen leagues distant, 
stretching towards the north-cast as far as the eye could 
reach. The mariners sung the Salve Regina ^ and the 
admiral gave the hew-discovered land the name of 
Trinity, from the circumstance of three mountains 
presenting themselves to his view at once. 

Continuing his coarse due west, he discovered the 
Continent at the distance of twenty-five leagues, on 
the ] St of August j but mistaking it for another island, 
gave it the appellation of Isla Santa. 

Columbus, for better security, proceeded to a more 
westerly point of land, denominated del Arenal. Irt 
his way he was followed by a canoe with twenty-five 
nien, who stopped within musquet shot, ,and shouted 
aloud He endeavoured to allure them to the ship, by 
displaying some brass ornaments and looking-glasses; 
bur this expedient proving, in this instance, ineffec- 
tual, he ordered one ofijis men to ascend the poop. 
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and play on ilve tabor and pipe^ while his companions 
danced round him. ,No sooner did the Indians bear 
the music, and observe the gesticulations of the Spa- 
niards, than they took them for a signal of war, and 
prepared for a resolute defence. The savages however 
retired on a discharge of cross bows from the ship j 
but they went along side of another caraval, without 
apprehension J and some civilities were interchanged 
between them and the captain. Their complexions . 
were pretty fair 5 they had long hair tied witli strings, 
and wore girdles of cotton cloth. 

Having watered his slrips at Arenal, from artificial 
trenches which he found on die shore, he proceeded 
north-west to another mouth or channel, which he 
called Boca del Drago, and which is formed by a point 
of Trinity island meeting another from the continent. 
In the midst of the Boca del Drago he anchored j and 
here the currents were so strong, and the roaring of 
ihe waves so terrible, that the mariners were hi Jed 
with consternation and fear. They however escaped 
without damage J and the admiral again weighhig an- 
cbor, sailed along the south coast of Paria, as he called 
it, which be then conjectured was an island } and 
hoped to find a passage northward to Hispaniola 3 but 
in this he was at last imdeceived. 

The boats being sent on shore on the 5th of August, 
found plenty of frnits and woodj and observed traces 
of the natives who fled at their approach. A little 
further down the coast, a canoe with three men came 
off, and met with the usual kind reception and presents 
from the admiral, after which they were sent ashore, 
where a number of the Indians were assembled. These 
being satisfied of the pacific disposition of the Spa- 
niards, commenced a traffic with them. The males 
covered their heads and waists with cotton doth 5 but- 
the females were in a state of perfect nudity. They 
seemed more civilised and tractable than tlie Hlspani- 
olans 5 but, like them, showed the greatest predilectioa 
for brass toys and bells. 
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accommodation of lepers, who are landed here for 
a cure. The Porluguese who had the charge of 
the island supplied Columbus with such articles as 
they could spare ; and upon his inquiring how the le- 
prosy was healed, was informed, that the patients 
trust chiefly to ihe temperature of the air, and the flesh 
of tortoises, with the blood of which they were exter- 
nally anointed, 

I'urtles and goats were extremely numerous in this 
islaiid, of the ktter of which many are salted and sent 
to Portugal. 

At St. Jago, the admiral wished to take on board 
some cows and bulls for his plantation in Hispaniola j 
but finding some difficulty and delay in obtaining this 
object, he saikd without accomplishing it; resolving 
to steer south-west till he should reach the line, and 
then to alter his course to west. He proceeded ac- 
cordingly : but provisions and water falhng sliort, he 
determined to change his direction and make for His- 
paniola. H^ therefore stood to tlie northward, when 
one day, about noon, a sailor from the round- top saw 
^and to the westward, about fifteen leagues distant, 
stretching towards the north-cast as far as the eye could 
reach. The mariners sung the Salve Regina ; and the 
admiral gave the hew-discovered land the nanae of 
Trinity, from the circumstance of three mountains 
presenting themselves to his view at once. 

Gmtiuuing his course due west, he discovered the 
Continent at the distance of twenty-five leagues, on 
the 1 St of August j but mistaking it for another island, 
" gave it the appellation of Isla Santa. 

Columbus, for better security, proceeded to a more 
westerly point of land, denominated del Arenal. In 
his way he was followed by a canoe with twenty-five 
nien, who stopped within musquet shot, ,and shouted 
aloud He endeavoured to allure them to the ship, by 
displaying some brass ornaments and looking-glasses ^ 
but this expedient proving, in tliis instance, ineftec- 
tual, he ordered one of ijis men to ascend the poop. 
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and play on rt>e tabor and pipe, while his companions 
danced round him. No sooner did the Indians hear 
tlie music, and observe the gesticulations of the Spa- 
niards, than they took them for a signal of war, and 
prepared for a resolute .defence. The savages however 
retired on a discharge of cross bows from the ship j 
but they went along side of another caraval, without 
apprehension i and some civilities were interchanged 
between them and the captain. Their complexions . 
were pretty fair j they had long hair tied witli strings, 
and wore girdles of cotton cloth. 

Having watered his slnps at Arenal, from artiiicial 
trenches which he found on die shore, he proceeded 
north-west to another mouth or channel, which he 
called Boca del Drago, and which is formed by a point 
of Trinity island meeting another from the continent. 
In the midst of the Boca del Drago he anchored j and 
here the currents were so strong, and the roaring of 
the waves so terrible, that the mariners were hi Jed 
with consternation and fear. They however escaped 
without damage j and the admiral again weighing an- 
chor, sailed along the south coast of Paria, as he called 
it, which he then conjectured was an island j and 
hoped to find a passage northward to Hispaniola 3 but 
in this be was at last undeceived. 

llie boats being sent on shore on the 5th of August, 
found plenty of fruits and woodj and observed traces 
of the natives who fled at their approach. A little 
further down the coast, a canoe with three men came 
off, and met with the usual kind reception and presents 
tiom the admiral, after which they were sent ashore, 
where a number of the Indians were assembled. These 
being satisfied of the pacific disposition of the Spa- 
niards, commenced a traffic with them. The males 
covered their heads and waists with cotton clbth 5 but- 
the females were in a state of perfect nudity. They 
seemed mcM« civilised and tractable than the Hispani- 
olans ; but, like them, showed the greatest predtlectioa 
for brass toys and bells. 
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Nothing valuable appearing among the productlous 
of tliis quarter, save a few inconsiderable plates ot 
gold suspended from the necks of some of the natives, 
Colunibas taking six of the Indians on board, and 
sailing westward, touched at two lofty and well- 
peopled islands^ which' seemed more rich than those 
he had left. The inhabitants wore strings of bead.s or 
pearls round their arras, and had heavier plates of 
gold. The admiral having purchased some of the 
pearls, which he was informed were found to the \ve:.t- 
ward and northward of Paria, sent off some boats to 
inquire into tlie circumstances of this valuable fishery. 
The natives received the Spaniards with every mark ot" 
amity and hospitality, and expressed their desire to hve 
with the Europeans in those sentiments. 

Columbus, continuing "to sail westward, found the 
water become more shallow ; and having reconnoi- 
tred the coast by means of one of his smaller vessels, 
discovered that what appeared to be islands was one 
continuous continent. He was therefore obliged to re- 
turn to the eastward; and, with some difficulty, 
passed the straits lying between Paria and Trinity 
islands. , He now sailed along the coast of Paria 3 and 
after passing some islands, entered the harbour of Do- 
mingo on the 30th of August, where his brotiier" had 
built a city of that name. 

Columbus, almost blind with incessant watchful- 
ness, and quite exhausted with fatigue, now flattered 
himself with the hopes of reposing in the bosom of 
peace and tranquillity. Alas ! his expectations were 
vain : the whole island was in a ' state of confusion ; 
the greater number of the settlers were dead j a new 
and dreadful disease, which poisons the springs of life, 
had attacked about one hundred and sixty j a consider- 
able party had rebelled under 9 person whom he had 
constituted chief justice; and to complete his chagrilj, 
the three ships dispatched from the Canaries were not 
arrived. After a tedious voyage, hi which a great 
part of the provisions was spoiled, tijese vessels, how- 
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ever, at last arrived. The admiral's brother having in- 
forraed him of the circumstances hf the revolt, he 
was resolved to transmit an account of it to their Ca- 
tholic majesties 3 and as the rebels complained of be- 
ing detained on the island, a free passage was Dllered 
to such as were desirous of returning to Spain. 

After many altercations, it was settled that the a i- 
tniral should deliver up to Roldan, the ringleader of the 
revolt, two good ships well pro\ ided, to transport hirn 
and his adherents to Spain : that he should issue an 
order for the payment of their salaries and wages to the 
day of their departure j and that within tifty days 
from the ratification of this convention, the malcon- 
tents should quit the island. Matters being thus com- 
promised, the admiral gave orders for equipping the 
$hips ; but from the scarcity^ of stores and t!ie turbu- 
lence of the weather, some time having elapsed be- 
fore they could be brought round to Xaragua, the pbct 
from which the embiirUation was to be made, Pcldau 
changed his intentions 5 and taking advantage of th;.* 
unavoidable delay that had intervened, he renounced 
tlie stipulations, and refused to depart. The cllicer 
who conducted the ships to their destined port liaving 
in vain exhorted the rebels to acquiescence in their ori- 
ginal engagements, entered a protest against their pro- 
ceedings ; and retunied tg the admiral, to w horn he 
reported Roldan's objections. Columbus, well know- 
ing the disaffection of his own people, was eager to 
heal this new breach j and consenting to a conference 
with tte rebel chief, it was stipulated that the admi- 
ral should send home fifteen of. Roldan's followers in 
the first ship bound for Spain 3 tliat those who re- 
mained on the island should have landis and houses in 
lieu of pay j that an act of amnesty should be pub- 
lished i and Roldan himself reinstated in his office of 
perpetoal judge. Having at last adjusted this irksome 
affair, Columbus sent out a captain with a body of 
toen, who were to traverse the island and reduce the 
Tihelliou^ Indians 3 while he hinuelf proposed to re- 

Vgt. I. ¥ 
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turn to Spain^ and to take his brother the lieatehmit 
with him. 

In the meanwhile Alonzo de Ojeda arrived with 
four ships from a cruise, and putting into Yaquimo, 
not only committed unprovoked outrages on the Indi- 
ans, but began to tamper with the Spaniards. To 
tliese lie insinuated, that queen Isabella was in a de- 
clining state of health, and that after her decease Co- 
lumbus would find no protection at court ; but, on 
the contrary, would fall a victim to the enmity of 
Ojeda*s kinsman,, the intriguing bishop of Burgos. 

These proceedings having reached the ears of the 
admiia), he dispatched Roldan with twenty-one men 
againsv him, who, coming upon him suddenly, ren- 
dered escape or resistance impracticable. On this, 
Ojcda alicred his tone, excused his landing on a pre- 
tence of wanting provisions, and declared he had no 
intention to disturb the quiet of the island. He then 
recounted some discoveries and adventures on the coast 
of Paiia; and concluded with a promise, that he 
would soon sail round to Domingo, and liave a personal 
interview with the admiral. 

• Notwithstanding these professions, he sailed to the 
province of Xaragua, where he seduced a number of 
persons that had lately been in rebellion ; and arro- 
gated to himself and Caravajal a superintending power 
over the admiral, by the appointment of their Catho- 
lic majesties. He even instigated some to attempt 
force to carry their wishes ; but being opposed by the 
sound part of the Spaniards, a tumult ensued, in which 
some lives were lost j and Roldan being again sent to 
attack him, forced the intmder to take refuge on 
board his ships. By a stratagenx, the justice got 
posses«5ion of jiis boat. I'his obliged him to consent 
to a treaty, and to leave the coast. 

Soon ijfter his departure, another Commotion was 
raised by one of the former partisans of Roldan, who 
wished to marry the daugliter of Canun, queen of 
Xaragna 5 but .being opposed in this design, he con- 



ttiled measures for taking off the chief justice. Roklan 
having obtained intelligence of his intentions, con* 
certedhis phin so well, that he seiztni the chief con- 
sphators ; and being directed by the admiralto punish 
them acxrording to law, one of the ringleaders was 
haaged, others bantshed, and some left to the dis|)063l 
of Columbos. 

Thb ei3mp\e of severe punisliment^ which was be- 
cjome absolutely necessary for the maintenance. of sub- 
ordinatioio, had such a saluiary effect, that tranquillity 
was restored throughout the whole island, both among 
the settlers and natives. About tliis time/ gold mines 
of the most superior richness were discovered ; and 
every person began to labour in them on his own ac- 
coupt, paying, however, one third of his produce to 
the king. So prosperous was this trade, that one man 
has been known to collect forty ounces in a day j and 
one lump of pure gold was discoveied weighing no 
kss than one hundred and ninety^si^L ducats. 

While the zeal and activity of Columbus were dis* 
playixsg themselves, in ape easing the troubles and pro- 
noting the prosperity of Hispanioiaj for the honour 
and interest of their Catholic majesties, he bad little 
leaaon to apprehend that a storm was collecting 
against him at home, and just ready to burst on his 
head. During the late commotions, a number of com- 
plaints had been preferred against him by those whose 
criminal views he tliwarted. He had been represented 
in the worst colours that ingenious malice could de- 
vise 5 and the friends of the complainers being rein- 
forced by hts private enemies about court, such a 
damonr was raised in Castile, that the people crowded 
round their majesties, demanding justice against the 
proud and imperious foreigner, who had oppressed 
and drawn ftom their native countrj', to death and ruin, 
so many of the Spanish gentry. That mob, which a 
few years beftire almost idolized him for his disco- 
*«iies, now inveighed against him on this very account, 
as being destructive to their country men j. aud tl^e 
F % 
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court, \vho wished, no doubt, to reap the benefit of 
his labours without the tax that gratitude and original 
conditions imposed, at last yielded to the inaportunity. 
Their Catholic majesties gave a commission to one 
Francis de Bovadilla, a person in low circumstances, 
to proceed for Hispaninla, under the title of Inspector 
general, l-y virtue of his authority, he was to take 
cogiihance of the a<:*mir»rs conduct ; and if he found 
him guilty, he was to send him to Spain, aud supply 
his place. This license blinded his justice and stimu- 
lated his ambition ; for no sooner was tlie inspector 
arrived at St. Domingo, than he took possession of the 
admiral's palace. He then assembled all those whom 
he found disaffected to Columbus or his brother ; de- 
clared himself governor ; and, to attach the people to 
his interest^ proclaimed a general remission for twenty- 
yean to come. His next step was to require the ad- 
miral's presence ; and to enforce this, he dispatched the 
king's letter, which ran in the following tenor. It is 
worthy of being preserved, as it shows how little reli- 
ance is to be put in the gratitude of princes or in the 
stability of favour. 

To D. Christopher Cotumbus, our Admiral of the Ocean* 
WE have ordered the commendary, Francis de 
Bovadilla, the bearer, to acquaint you with some 
things from us. Therefore we desire you to yield him 
entire credit and obedience. Given at Madjid. 

[V!ay2l,14g9. 
By command of their high-1 «. j fl* THE KiNG. 
nesses. Mic, Perez de A- J Signed ^ ^^ ^^^ Quben. 

lamazon. 

Columbus did not hesitate to obey this summons. 
He set out immediately for St. Domingo, to wait on 
Bovadilla, who clapt him and his brother Diego in 
irons on ship-board ; and placing a strong guard over 
him,' denied him all access of his friends. 

A process was then instituted against the admiral 
and hia brother : their enemies were admitted as evi^ 
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dences; and no depositions were so absurd, incohe-^ 
rent,, or malicious as to be rejected ou that account. It 
was determined to convict him, that Bovadilla might 
yeiain his station. 

Eartholoraew, the lieutenant, was not yet returned 
from Xaragua, and it is probable he might have res* 
cued bis. brother by force of arras, had not the admi- 
ral requested him quietly to ifubmit to the auihorily of 
the new governor. The conscious a ess of innocence 
would not suffer this great man to attempt a defence 
by force. No sooner had Bovadilla secured the per- 
sons of tlie brothers, than he gave positive orders to 
the captaio of the ship, on landing, to deliver thero to 
Fonesca, the implacable enemy of Columbus. The 
new governor then began to squander the king's trea- 
sures among his creatures -, to countenance profligacy 
rod oppression ^ and to overturn all tiie salutary regu- 
lations of his eminent predecessor. 

Andrew Martin, the captain of the vessel which 
carried Columbus, ashamed of seeing such a man in 
irons, wished to knock tliem off. The admiral in- 
sisted on wearing them during the whole of his pas* 
sage, observing that he was resolved to keep them as 
a memorial of the reward of his services, 'ibis reso-p 
Jution he never changed : the fetters were always pre- 
served as the most precious relics, and, at his own re* 
quest, buried in the same coffin with him. 

On the '40th of November 1500, having arrived at . 
Cadiz, he wrote a letter to their majesties, giving an 
account of his treatment. He received a very gracious 
answer, in which concern for his sufferings was joined 
with censure of Bovadilla^s conduct. He was hivited 
to court/ with a promise' that he should shortly b& 
reinstated in all his honours. 

On his arrival at Granada, the king and queen con- 
firmed by words their obliging intimations in their re* 
ply ; and assured him he shbuld have ample satisfao-* 
tion. In the mean time, havmg ordered an investigation 
to take place^ and the accusations appearing malicious 
Fa 
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dud frivolous/ he was most honourably acquitted. A 
new governor was nominated for HispaniolaJto redress 
the admiral's grievances, and to oblige Bovadilla to 
rpake restitution. This power >vas delegated to Nicho- 
las de Obando, a man of abilities, but insidious and 
revengeful. At the same time it was resolved, that 
Columbus should be sent on some voyage of profit and 
honour, till Obanda should settle the afiairs of His- 
paniola. But the admiral, chagrined at the ingratitude 
he had experienced, and apprehensive of future dis^ 
grace from the machinations of his enemies, declined 
the enterprise, till he was* strongly solicited by their 
majesties, and assured of their zealous protection. 
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FOURTH AND LAST VOYAGET 

OP 

COLUMBUS. 



A SQUADRON of four siiips, with one hundred 
and forty men wi board, being equipped, under 
the superintendence of Columbus, be set tail from 
Cadiz on the pth of- May 1501, for Arzilla, in order 
to relieve the Portuguese, who were reported to be ia 
great distress j but before he arrived, the Moors had 
raised the siege; He therefore proceeded immediT 
ately for the Grand Canary, where he arrived on the 
-^lOth, and took in wood and water for his voyage. 

On the evening of the 25th he weighed and st4:>od 
for the West Indies, with such a propitious gale, that 
he reached Martin ico on the lotli of June 5. and >joon 
after, standing to the westward among the Caribbeo 
islands^ he steered for Domingo, with a view of chan- 
ging one of his ships which proved a bad sailer ; and 
hoping afterwards to continue his voyage to the coast 
of Paria> in quest of the straight which he supposed 
lay near Vuagua and Nombre de Dios. 

But that the new governor, sent out to regulate the 
affairs of tlie colony and to recall £pvadilla, might 
not appear to be taken by surprise, he dispatched be-f 
fore him one of his captains to signify the reason of his 
pursuing this cour-^e. 80 little inclined was the govern 
lurn> af.»-ij-:l tlic r.^'rniraj ".yith npothcr ship, he V'PViU 
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Oot even allow him to enter the port ; and disregfirdinj^ 
the prediction of Columbus, who foresaw ^n approach- 
ing Htorm, permitted a tieet of eighteen sail to put to 
sea for Spain, having on board Bovadilia and the rest 
of !he admirals opi)onents. 

1 his squadron, however, had hardly wcatltered tlie 
eastern extremity of Hispaniola, belbre they vi-ere 
overtaken by a terrible tem[)est, in which the commo- 
dore, with Bovadilia and almost all the principal rebels, 
foundered, and not more than three or four ships of the 
whole were saved ; while Columbus, aware of the 
impending danger, sheltered himself under the ian4 
in the best position he could. But the wind soon rose 
to a perfect imrricage, and his three consorts were 
forced out to sea. The Bermuda, commanded by 
Bartholomew Columbus^ was saved by the admirable 
skill and dexterity of this accomplished seaman i being 
a ba(t sailer, her danger bad been most imminent In 
a few days the ships all joined the admiral in the pott 
of Azua. Though a revengeful temper and a super-. 
st'rtious mind might have found cofisolation in the idea^ 
that this dreadful tempest had been the destruction of 
his enemies, Coltunhus felt more chagrin than satls« 
faction when he reflected, that he was denied shelter 
in that very country he had discovered, tod annexed 
to the cr6wn of Spain, in whose service be still h-.. 
boured. His enemies^ less liberal, less enlightened* 
ascribed this storm to magic; <ind to give weight to 
this belief the only ship out of eighteen that arrived in 
Spain was the Aguja, on board of which were four 
tboufland pesos of gold, (he propeily of the admirak 

Unwilling to enter into disputes with the governor, 
.Columbus refreshed liis men in the best maniier he 
could in the port of Azua, and thence sailed to an 
harbour of firasil, called Gi-acchimo by the Indiaos. 
liCaving this^ he was so becalmed, that instead of con- 
tinuing his course, he was carried by the currents near 
Jamaica. However, after some delay, standing south- 
ward for the continent^ he rcachctl the islands of Gua- 
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nara, near the countiy now called Honduras, where 
Bartholomew landed, and found a numerous population, 
and some pieces of lapis calaminaris, which the sea- 
men mistook for gold. While he remained here, he 
descried a large canoe with an awning made of palm- 
tree lejtves, undtr which the v omen and diildren were 
sheltered from the weather > and though the vessel wbb 
ananued by twenty-five stout Indians, they suUered 
themselves to be captured without the least resist^ 
ance. 

Tliis vessel being replete with goods and domestic 
utensils, gave him a favourable opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with the commodities of the country. 
On examining the cargo, it was found to consist of 
quilts and cotton shirts, of various colours, together* 
with long sheets, in which the women wrapped thera- 
selres, long wooden swords, sharpened on each side 
with ^ints, hatchets and copper bells. The provisions 
consisted of such roots and grain as were usual in His- 
paniola^ and a kind, of fermented liquor made from 
maize. They had likewise abundance of cocoa-nuts, 
which being the representative of coin here, were pro* 
/fortionably valued. These people seemed to have a 
due sense of modesty and decency 5 which decarum 
of manners made such a favourable impression on the 
admiral, that he ordered them to be treated with pecu- 
liar respect ; restored their canoe 5 exchanged for Euro- 
pean articles such commodities as he wished to retain, 
and dismissed them well pjeased. One old man, how- 
ever, who cheerfully undertook the office of interprei. 
ter, and seemed to be a person of wisdom and charac- 
ter among his countrymen, was kept during the course 
. of the voyage ; and having acquitted himself with 
iidelity in the department he undertook, was at last 
discharged with many valuable presents. 

Though the admiral soon learned from this intelli- 
gent guide, that a people of great wealth,- politeness, 
aad ingenuity, inhabited a cpuntiy .to the westward j 
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- yet conceiving he could at any time sail thither froii 
Cuba, for the present, he resolved to explore the 
iinaeined strait in the continent, through which he 
might penetrate into the South Sea, and thus reach 
the ' spice country. A misconception of the Indians' 
jneairing had given rise to the supposition, that such a 
f trail existed : they intended to describe an isthmot, 
which Cokimbus mistook for a narrow gutf, extend- 
ing from sea to sea. 

In quest of this strait, he sailed towards a pooA 
on the continent, which he named Casinus, from the 
quantity of trees growing there, bearing a fruit S6 
called by the Hispaniolans. In the vicinity of thi* 
cape he saw people with painted shirts, like coats of 
mail, sufficiently strong to defend them against the 
weapons of the country, or even the stroke rf a 
sword. Farther to the eastward, near Cape Gracias a 
Dlos, the natives were of a savage aspect, and canni- 
bals. Sailing still to windward, on Sunday, August 14» 
1502, Bartholomew Columbus witli a large party went 
ashore to hear mass, and on the following Wednes- 
day took possession of the country for their Catholic 
majesties. Immediately, above one hundred Indians 
laden with provisions ran down to tlie shore 5 but per* 
ceiving the boats, suddenly retired in silence Tlie 
lieutenant ascribing this to timidity, employed the in- 
terpieter to ingratiate himself with tliem by means of 
trinkets and bells, which were so acceptable, that next 
day they returned in greater numbe»*s, bringing with 
them hens, geese, fish, and other kinds of provt* 
sions. The conn try > though low, was beautifully 
verdant J producing pines, oaks, palms, and mirabolans. 
Among the quadrupeds were deer, and a species of 
leopard. The features of the inhabitants resembled 
thoiie of the islands already described : they cwered 
their loins ; and every nation spoke a language of its 
own. Their bodies and arms were omanaented witk 
iiiUerent figures indented by firp. They seenied la 
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hate DO leligion j but on festivals (hey painted their 
hces of various colours, so m to make a most terrific 
sppeaxance. 

The wind and currents being contrary, the admiral 
spent seventy days in sailing sixty leagues to the east- 
ward. On the 14ih of September, he reached Gracias 
aDios^ so called, because the land trending off to the 
aoatb, gave him an opportunity of prosecuting his 
Toys^e with the trade- wind. 

On the l6th, the boats being sent ashore to water, 
one of thera, with all tlie men, was unfortunately lost 
by a violent surf or rippling, occasioned by the conflict 
of the current and the wind. To this river he gave 
the appellation of De la Disgracia, or Disaster. Run- 
iriog further to the southward, he anchored near the 
town of Cariari, hi the vichiity of an island named 
Quiriviri, which in population, soil, and situation, was 
distinguished above every place he had yet visited. 
The town was watered by a large river, on the banks 
of which a multitude of people appeared, some armed 
with bows and arrows, others wiih palm-tree lances 
pointed with tish banes, and a third description with 
clubs. They seemed to have been collected to defend 
their country from invasion j but being satisfied of the 
pacific disposition of.tlie Spaniards, they eagerly wished 
to barter their commgdities> consisting ot arjLs, cot- 
ton, sheets, and guaninis, which are ornaments ot 
gdtd for tlie neck, tor articles of £uropean manufac- 
ture ; but the admiral, to give the savages tlie highest 
idea of their visitors, as if they were superior to all 
mercenary views, pxesemed them with tr'mkets, for 
which he would not sutler amy thing to be taken in 
exchange. This served only to whetten their desire 
for traffic ; they invked the.Spaniards to land $ but find- 
log they coold no^ succeed, they retired, letiving every 
article they had reosived in a smaU heap on the shore. 
The lodiffiis, ponceijviDg that the strangers distrustetl 
tbeir slucerity, sent down an ancient man of a majestic 
presence, M^ith a fia$ on a stafi^, attended by two 
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young women, having guaiiinis about their necks. 
These females, at the earnest request of their guide, 
were sent on board the admiral ; and being hand- 
somely entertained, were dismis-ed to rejoin the 
veteran and about fifty of his countrymen on the- 
beach. 

Next day the lieutenant going aslrore, two of the 
Indian chiefs taking him by the arms, with a genCie 
violence made him sit doAai on liie gra>* between 
ihem. Thus situated, he began to interrogate them, 
and ordered the secretary to write down their answers. 
> But having themselves performed some magic cere- 
monies before they approached the Spaniards, they 
conceived that pen, ink, and [)aper were the Lnstni- 
ments of sorcery among the strangers, and fled in great 
consternation when they were produced. Bartholo- 
mew found means to c)uiet their apprehensions, and 
afterwards visited their town, where he saw several 
tombs in a large wooden structure covered with canes. 
They appeared to possess the art of embalming the 
dead. Over each of the sepulchres was a board, carved 
with the figures of beasts, or the effigies of the de- 
ceased, with the native ornaments. 
, The appearance of the country and the manners of 
the inhabitants excited the adniiral's desire to become 
better acquainted with both. He therefore ordered 
seven of the Indians to be secured, and selecting two 
of the most intelligent-looking persons among them, 
dismissed the rest witli presents, assuring them, that 
tlieir companions were detained for no other reason 
but to act as guides and interpreters, and that in a 
short space they should be set at liberty. This deten- 
tion, however, was ascribed to avarice j and next day^ 
four ambassadors arrived with a present of two wild 
hogs to ransom their countrymen. The deputies were 
treated with the greatest civility, wcU repaid for thdr 
hogs, a^id sent away satisfied; that no harm would be- 
Hil their comrades on board. 

One of tlie .^ailgrs haringx-iMght a wild cit of ex- 
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traai-dinary size, compared with the same aniroial in 
Europe, tbe crew entertained theraseiv6s with letting 
it loose on one of tiie hogs, which had been brought 
for a present. Though naturally very ferocious, no 
sooner did it see the cat, than it ran about the deck in 
a fright. The admiral perceiving this, ordered a hog 
to be brought near the cat in confinement, which im- 
mediately winding its tail about the hog's snout, and 
with its fore leg fastening on tlie poll, would soon 
have dispatched it, had not the attendants interposed. 
From these circumstances it was clear, tliat those cats; 
hunt like the European wolves. 

On the 5th of October, the admiral entered the spa- 
cious bay of Caravaro, in which are many islets. On 
one of these small islands they discovered twenty 
canoes, and their- crews haird by them on the shore, 
without the least article of dress or ornament, save 
little plates of gold round their necks. These be- 
trayed no symptoms of fear, but readily exchanged a 
gold plate weighing ten ducats for three horse-beJls 5 
and gave the Spaniards the agreeable intimation, that 
gold was- abundant in that neighbourhood. 

Next day a boat's crew met with ten canoes full of 
people, wbo declining to part with their gold plates, 
the admiral ordered two of them to be taken, for the 
sake of obtaining intbrmation by means of tlie Cariari 
iiitcrpreters. 1 hese confirmed the report of gold be- 
ing found at the distance of two days journey up the 
coimtry. 

V Sailing from thence, the admiral, some days after, 
entered liie river Guaiga, where his boats were vio-^. 
lently assaulted by a party of one hundred Indians ', 
who resolutely ran into the water up to the middle, 
brandishing lances, blowing homs^ and showing, every 
mark of aversion and. deirance. The peaceable de- 
meanour of the Spaniards soon appeased these hostile 
menaces ; and for a few horse-bells the natives ex- 
changjed gold plates to the valoe of one hundred and= 

VOL. 1. a 
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fifty docats. Njext day, h >wever, they lay in, ambufr 
cade, and perceiving that jo one woakl venture to 
land without security, they ruihed into the water, and 
repeated the same insuhs as on the preceding day. 
The Spaniard!) being exasperated at their insolence^ 
wounded one of them with an arrow ; and at the same 
time, a cannon being fired, they fied in che greatest 
consternation. Then four men landing, invited them 
by signs to return 5 on which they laid down their 
arms, and entered into peaceable trafiic. 

Columbus having procured- specimens of the produce 
of this part of the country, proceeded to Catiba ; and 
casting anchor in the mouth of a large river, saw the na- 
tives preparing for defence. However, they sent two de- 
puties along-side in a canoe 3 and these having discoursed 
with the interpreters, came on board the admiral, and 
presented him with their plates, for which he made them 
a satis^ctory return. Amity being thus estabiished, the 
Spaniards went a<»hore> and tbund the king surrband^ 
by a number of his subjects, from whom he was in no 
respect distmguished, but by a single leaf of a tree, 
which in some degree protected him from the rain. 
The sovereign having first exchanged his gold plate, 
his people jspeedily followed his example.' At this 
place was seen a considerable mass of wall, apparently 
constructed of stone and lime ; the first trace that: had 
been discovered of architectural skill in the new world 
Sailing to the eastward, the admiral passed Cobravo, 
and several towns of great trade, amo:ig which was 
•Veragua> where the Indians said the gold was collected, 
and the plates made. On the 2d of November, be en^^ 
tered a harbour, to which he gave the appeUatiun of 
Porto Bello, from its beautifal situntioa. llie weather 
proving unfavourable for proceeding, he continued here 
for seven days, during which space, a coQ:>talnt comma« 
nication and commerce was kept up with tliB tkatives. 

Leaving Porto Bello, the admiral ditected his coarse 
to the eastw^ird; but next day was forced back 3 sad 
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' ninning in among the inlands near the continent, where 
the town of Nonibre de Dios now stands^ called the 
place Tuerta de Hastitnentos, from the qtuintity of pro- 
visions. A boat, well manned, being sent iu pnVsuit of 
a canoe, the Indians on board it were so terrified, that 
they leaped into tlie sea, and, in spite of all the etfort»»of 
the Spaniards, ei^caped by dint .of diving and swim- 
ming. Here Columbus remained for a fortnight. 
^ hen he sailed for Guiga, where a body of three hun- 
dred Indians appeared ready to open a trade with the 
Spaniards. Without making any delay here, he put 
into a small confined port, which he named Retrere^ 
capable of containing no more than six ships, with an 
entrance not more than twenty paces wide. In thh 
place he lay nine days, at first trading very familiarly 
with the Indians, till the insolence at' one of the sailors 
provoked them to open hostility. Their courage in- 
creasing daily with their numbers, and tbe^-jidmiral 
having in vain endeavoured to allay the comnxotion^ 
foaud it absolutely necessary to alter his deportment, to 
prevent their aggression. He tl>eretbre ordered his men 
tohre some pieces of cannoQ,which tliey answered with 
noise and vociferation, as if they despised the explo-» 
sioo which they believed to be the effect Of thnnder. 
On this one of the great guns was loaded with shot, 
and the ball frilling in the midst of a party assembled 
on a hillock, convinced them that they had something 
more than noise to apprehend. Ever afier they kept 
out of sight. 1 hese people were tall and well shai^ed. 
In the harbour^ alligators were numerous. These ani- 
mals slept ashore, and emitted a -musky scent, lliey 
appeared ravenous when (hey could take an advantage | 
but cowardly when attacked. 

The admiral perceiving that the winds continued to 
blow with violence from the eastern quarter, and that 
Jic was precluded fiou trading with the inh«ibitanis of 
this coast, resolved to srtisfy himself in regard to the 
amhentk'ilyof the report, concerning the-niines of Ve« 
>^^LUa» and accordingly mailed back to Pbrto Beilo. 
q2 
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Next day the wind siiiAed ; and for some time the 
weather was so boisterous^ that a nian could scarcely 
stand on deck. The clouds seemed to. be melting 
into a deluge i the whole air appeared like a sheet ot' 
lightning; and the thunder rolled incessantly over their 
hoads. The mariners, worn out with fatigue, and 
terrified with this unusual commotion of the dements, 
were driven, to despair. Amidst this danger and dis- 
traction, they were in the utmost j:)eril of being over- 
whelmed by a dreadful water-sjwut, which rising 
from the sea, about the thickness of a butt, seemed 
to reach the clouds/ and burst with a tremendous roar. 
To darken thdr prospect, they lost sight of one of the 
ships ; and it whs not till the end of throe days tliat 
they found she was safe. 

At this crisis, when almost hope was lost, a calm 
ensued, of two days continuance, during which they 
were surrounded by sharks so voracious, that they wers 
caught with any bait. In the belly of one, an entire 
turtle was found alive. Though these fishes were re* 
garded as ominous, and their f)esh but indifferent food, 
the sailors, b^inning to be pressed with famine, ate 
them with great eagerness. Indeed all their sea stores 
, were consumed except their biscuit j and this was so 
full of maggots, from the heat' and moisture of the 
climate, that ihey generally ate it in the dark, to con- 
ceal tlie disgust (S* the vermin with which it was 
filled; 

Ga the l/th of December, Columbus repased his 
crews for three d^ys in a harbour east of Pennon, called 
Huiva by the natives. Here they observed that the 
natives lived in huts erected in the tops of trees, to se- 
cure them from wild beasts and land floods, or ene- 
mies of their own species ; for war frequently raged 
along the coast. On quitting this harbour, a new 
Storm arose, and they were obliged to take shelter in 
another port. The 3d of next monih the weather be- 
came more moderate 5 but as if Providence had re- 
solyed to thwiirt ^c expedilioi), no sooner were they 
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again iindcr sail, than the wind freshened and becanxe 
contrary ; and tb^y were huflreted about by the waves, 
tilj they were driven bnck to one of their ibrmer ports. 

After some repairs, and laying in a fresh stock of 
swch provisions as the country supplied, Cdlunabus 
pnce more set outj but he was sa perplexed with 
currents, and fatigueil with tempests and contrary 
winds, that he gave this coast the appropriate name of 
de CouTHHtes, or the Coast of Contention. 

At last he reached the river of Veragaa, whosQ 
waters were very shallow ; but the boats proceeded up 
to the town, near which the gold mines were said to 
lie. At first the Indians stood on their guard, and 
menaced oppcsiiion ^ but our Indian interpreter giving 
3 favourable represenlution of the views and conduct 
of the strangers, they were appeased j and bartered awajr 
twenty plates of gold, and some grijins of the same 
metal in their native stute,, which they said liad bceiV 
collected Jn dcbolaic mountaifts, at a very great di- 
stance. 

Two of the ships, with the admiral on board, went 
up a river in the vjciniry, to which he had given the 
appellation of Bethlem 5 and here they found tha 
Iiidicins ready to exchange their conuQodities, particu- 
J.»rly fishy which at certain seasons of the year swim up 
the rivers in incredible shoals. The other ships having- 
joined, Bartholomew, the lieutenant, went up the river 
wiih the boats to the city of Quibio; and the king, 
hearing of his design, in token of trieiidship, met hih\ 
in his canoe. Next day he visited the adndiral j and 
after an hour's conversation, and an interchange of 
presents, he departed extremely gratified. 

Soon after, the river swelled by th^ floods so fiud- ' 
denly and so high, that the $dmirars ship parted hep 
cable, and ran foul of another vessel j by which acci-. 
dent both were in imminent danger of being lost. Thi^ 
prodigious rise was supposed to be occasioned by some . 
cioud having burst on the lofty mountains of Veragua. 

On the 0th of February 1503, tl^c Jieutcnaot an4 
G 3 
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Bixty-eight men ascended the river to tlie caciqne** 
town, on' purpose to inquire the nearest road to the 
mines. Jn consequence of the intelligence received, 
they travelled several leagues, and arriving at the place 
■where they were directed, gathered some gold about 
the roots of large and lofty trees. As the sole aim of 
the journey was to obtain information respecting the 
inines, the party returned well pleased with their ad- 
venture 3 though it afterwards appeared, that the mines 
of Veragua lay much* nearer, and that they had been 
purposely sent to the mines of Urira, a nation at war 
with Quihio. 

A few days having elapsed, the lieutenant with fifty 
men set out again for the river Urira, seven leagues 
westward of Bethlera , and next day had an interview 
with tiie cacique, when some plates of gold were ex- 
ehanged. The Spaniards were then conducted to tlie 
town, where they were hospitably entertained and 
lodged. SooR after their arrival at this place, the 
neighbouring cacique of Durnri waited on them : be 
bad a numerous retinue, and several plates of gf>ld 
were bartered by his people. The news of geld being 
found most grateful to tbe ears of the Spaniards, tliis 
caciqufe pleased the lieutenant, by informing him, that 
in the interior parts there were caciques who possessed 
abundance of gold, and maintained armed men like 
the Spaniards. 

Bartholomew, sending back a part of his men tp tbe 
ships, proceeded with the remainder to Zobarba, where 
he saw above six leagues of ground full of maize, ia 
good cultivation. Here the natives were kindly at* 
tentive^ and furnished him with some plates of gold j 
but having advanced a great way from the ships, and 
found no place more convenient for a colony, which it 
was intended to settle, than Bethlemj be returned with 
a good quantity of gold, and a resolution was now 
'taken to leave a colony here of eighty men under Lis 
command. TThe necessary dispositions being made, 
tb^y began to erect timber bouses, covered with pjiUu 
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/eaves, irf the vicinity of Betblcina rirer; and several 
pieces of cannon, ammunition and provisions were 
lodged in the magazine a{)arl 5 whiie other stores were 
pJaced on board one of the ships, tlie Gallega, for the 
use of the colony. As lish abounded on the coast, ' 
ihey had an ample supply of nets ^iind other fishing 
tiickle. The Indian mode of catching fish here was 
with books made of tortoise sliell. Pilchards were 
their usucil prey. In the midtili' of Uieir panoes, from 
siem to stem, they had a partiiton of palm leaves two 
}<irds high -, and plying about the river, made a noise 
with their oai-s so as to alarm ti^e fish, which mistak* 
ii^g the leaves for bnd, frequenily darted against them,. 
and fell into the canoe. I'heir principal beverage was 
a kind of beer madie of maize. They alho made a 
pleasant wine of palms. 

Eve y thin J having been pio\ided for the comfort 
and security of the new colony, the admiral was de- 
termined to return to Spain 3 when his voyage was 
etiectualiy retarded by the lowness of the water in the 
river, which would not float his ships, as well as by a 
terrible surf, which threatened destruction to apy ves- 
sel on the' shore. Tlxis circumstance was the more, 
unfortunate, as the rains were past, which alone tould 
swell the river; and the ships' bottoms were perfectly 
worm-eiiten. To complete the calamity, it was casu- 
ally discovered, thot Quibio intended to destroy tlie 
Betdement, as having been formed contrary to his in- 
clination and that of his people. In this dangeroxis 
diivimma, the admiral conceited measures with his bro- 
ther. It was therefore proposed to take tlje cacique and 
his principal men prisoners, < and to carry them hostage^ 
to Spain. Accordingly the lieutenant and seventy meii 
proceeded to the village of Veragiia, where he received 
a message from the cacique, desiring ]x^ would come 
op to his house, which stood apart on a hill. He had 
now occasion for all his address. He resolved to ac- 
ct!pt the invitation wi.ii five men only; having ordered 
i ,^ r/-t ttv lMJ'.''.v two anl twn :it «?oiU' di^lar.co, and, 



6e FOURTH AND LAST VOYAGE OF 

on bearing tlie report of a niasket, imm'tdiately to 
stirround the house. Qnibio meethig the Heutonant at 
the door, wns innnediatcly seized; and tlie signal 
being g»veii> the Spaiuards encircled the house. The 
priiice behig taken^ about thirty atfendant» mu\e no 
opposition* But as they were conveying the caciquo 
on board, he fi;und roeans' to leap into the river ; and 
darkness setting in, it was impossible to recover hini, 
or to know the event. After a fruitless search, the 
party returned overwheUned with sliame and vex- 
ation. 

Findtng it impracticable to recover the fugitive In- 
dian, the lieutenant and his mon came on board the 
admiral, and presented the plunder of Quibio's bouse, 
Which was pretty considerable. A fifth part was de- 
ducted for their Catholic majesties j and the rest distri- 
buted among tlie party engaged in the expedition. 

The river being again swelled by the rains, Colum- 
bus found means, though witli much ditiituhy, to get 
over the bar into the sea. He tlien waited for a lair 
wind to carry him to Hispaniola, iVom whence he pur- 
posed sending supplies to hrsnew settlament. IXirin^ 
this interval, the boat providential Iv went ashore^ and 
was the probable salvation of a nnsnber of Spaniards. 
For Qiiibio no sooner saw the ships at sea, than he re-r 
solved to attack tlie settlement 3 and <5je surrounding 
woods facilitated the enterprise. But ttie lieutenant,- 
with undaunted resolution, sallied o\Uon tl:e enemy, and 
compelled the savages to retire, just as tlie boat reached 
the shore. In this encounter, a Spaniard was killed 
and seven wounded, among whom was the lieutenant 
himself. 'Ihe enemy, however, ai!;3in and again re- 
turned to the charge j and the spirit of the Euro- 
peans was thus broken as well as .their number re- 
duced. 

Meanwhile the admiral waked impatiently for fe- 
V9urable weather to send the only boat ashore which 
remained, for intelligence previous to his leaving the 
CDaat ; and in this interval^ sonie of the prisoQier^ es- 
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<;iped in t lip wglit, and .the rest hanged themselves in 
dos[>air ; so that no hostages tor Qaibio's peaceful d^ 
mcanour were kft. From the inclemency of the ele- 
ments, no boat could live ; and the anxiety otCoiambus 
increasing, he engaged one of his pilots to sttrira ashore 
for intelligence. This hazardous enterprise he hap- 
pily accompiislied, and returneii wiih a melancholy 
detail of attacks without, and animosities witlun. Bar- 
tholomew tbuad it impracticable to maititain kis au- 
thority ; and tne settlers were unanimous in nothing 
but in quitting the place. The admiral seeing no otliec 
alternative than to expose tlie settlers, amcmg whom 
was his own brother, to certain destruction, or to 
take tjiemon banrd, did not hesitate what line of COD- 
. duct to pursue. He received and accommodated the 
colonists in the best manner that the circumstances of 
his ships would permii. All the goods and stores 
were carried off 5 and nothing of vaiue i ft, except 
tlie hulk of tlie sliip intended for the use of tJbe 
settlements which was found too rotten to be of further 
service. 

The admiral, having yielded to imperious circum- 
staoces^ which frustrated his reasonable expectations of 
deriving credit and advant^e from erecting a settle- 
caent on the continent, sailed along the coast to the 
eastward, contrary to the judgment of all his pilots, 
who thought it possible to reach Domingo by bearing 
to the north. The superior nautical skill of Columbus 
and his brother taught them otherwise. 1'hey were 
nevertheless exposed to tlie obloquy of ignorance j and 
muj-niurs and apprehensions were spread, that he 
had it in contemplation to sail directly tor Spain, 
without having taken in provisions adequate to the 
voyasie. 

Having reached Porto Bello, he was obliged ^o leave 
another of his ships, which was totally decavcd. He 
<h -n pnssed Porto Retrete, together with a nuaaber of 
r.iinule islands ; and having weathered the point of 
Maraiwa on the continent, on the Ut of May, lie 
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Frood to the north, with both wind and currents settipg^ 
fiom the east. 

The principal navigators affirmed, that he was al- 
ready to the eastward of the Caribbees \ but he him- 
self was fearful he should not yet be able to fetch His- 
paniola, and his judgment- was verified. After a run 
of several days, he found himself among the islands 
called the Queen*s Garden, ten leagues to the south- 
ward of Cuba. By this time the ships were so leaky 
that they could, scarcely be managed by the pnmiw : 
the strength of the crews was exhausted ; andthey 
were at a short allowance of very indifferent fare, had 
it been unlimited. Jn this melancholy situation, they 
were overtaken by a storm. Tije two ships ran fowl 
of each other, and had nearly foundered : however^ 
Providence again favoured the admiral; with difficulty 
they got clear, and dropped tl)eir anchors. What in- 
creased their thankfulness was, to find in the morning, 
that only one strand of the cable was left uncut : had 
tliis given way, they must have been dashed on pointed 
rocks. 

The weather having become moderate, Columbus 
' sailed to an Indian town in Cuba* named Mattaia, 
where lie laid in some refreshments. But finding it 
impossible to bear up for Hispaniola, be stood over to 
Jamaica, with the' ships almost full of water, in spite 
of all their exertions. At last he reached the harbour 
of Santa Glaria, well guarded by rocks j and finding 
It. impossible to keep the ships longer afloat, he ran 
them aground, side by side, and ordered sheds to be 
made on their decks for the protection of his men. 
By this expedient he had the crews more ur^der con- 
trol than if they had been on laud, and better guarded 
from any attack of the natives. With that wisdom 
wftich always naarked his conduct, he appointed two 
persons to superintend the market, that equal justice 
might be done on both sides 5 and the Indians, sure of 
honourable treatment, might be ready to supply him 
liith provision*, or to engage in traffic* Iheije regu- 
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Zaffons were alike grateful to his own men, who were 
well supplied, and to the Indians, who frequently es> 
clianged their animals and provisions for a bit of tin, a 
few glass beads, or a hawk's bell. A chief was some- 
times complimented with a red cap, a small looking- 
glass, or a pair of scissars. 

But though they were now freed from the pressnr© 
of want and immediate danger, this was not the scene 
of their rest. Ihe admiral next consulted how to 
transport the party to Hispaniolaj and aftci* mature de- 
ifberation, it was resolved tiiat. two canoes should be 
dispatched thither with an account of their misfortunes, 
and a pressing solicitation to the governor, to send a 
ship for their relief. James Mendez de Segura, the 
admirars secretary, embarked in one canoe with sixteen 
mca, Spaniards and Indians -, and the command of the 
other was given to Bartliolomew Fiesco, a Genoese 
gentleman, who had the same number of hands. 
This last had orders to return immediately with the 
n^ws of their sate arrival ; while Mendez should con- 
tinue his route over land to St. Domingo. 

The men left, soon began to grow sickly from the 
fittigue they bad undergone, and a change of diet j tmA 
illness always fosters a spirit oi' discontent. . They now 
caballed against the admiral, as if he had no wis!i to 
tdtum to Spain ; they anticipated the refusal of the 
governor of Hispaniola to gr«Hit any assistance from 
bis previous conduct j they even suggested that the ca- 
noes were lost, or some tidings would have been re- 
ceived from, the secretary. Hence they concluded, 
thsLt it was their best plan to leave the admiraV, who 
^3s very ill of the gout, and to follow their compa- 
IkioDs to Hispaniola, where their desertion would be a 
pftssport to the governor's favour. Two brothers ©f 
the name of Por/as were the suggesters and supporters 
cf these sentiments ; and as the bishop of Bnr?os, the 
rxrom ibe of Columbus, kept one of their sisters tii 
<]uality of ' concubine, they did not doubt but they 
sitould meet with protection, in Spain; These insinua* 
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tions had their foil eft'ect j and abont to! t y-eight of the 
men havuig fallen into their line, pre^iaratiows were dili- 
gently made for tlie execution of tlieir design. - 

Matters being ripe for a discovery, on the '2d of Ja- 
nuary 1504, captain Francis de Poiras,- who had betn 
elected leader, ascending the quarter-deck, wheiethc 
admirallay confined in bed, msoleutly demanded the 
reason why h© did not return to Spain, but kept hi** 
men to peiish i» such' a situation. Columbus, sus- 
pecting a conspiracy, calmly replied, that it was im- 
possible to return to SjiaiB. without a vessel j that both 
uiterest and duty promj>ted him to be gone 5 and, that,, 
for the gratification of his people, he would suni- 
BQon all his officers to consult on the means of tin- 
warding tlieir wishes. This mild remonstraDcf; h kI 
no effect on Porras. He said it was now too kue to 
waste words; that if the admiral did not iraiTrtdintely 
embark, he might stay alone. Then raising his voice, 
he exclaimed, *' I am going to Spain with those who 
are inclined to follow me." By this his adherents joineil 
in the exclamation, and immediately took possesbion of 
diflFerent parts of the ship, so that «pi;oar and coxitu- 
sion were universal. The noise of thii tumult roused 
the admiral from his^ bed of sickness i he started, up, 
and was only withheld from rushing into the midst of 
the conspirators by the affectionate restrjints of hisi 
servants, who dreaded lie might be murdered. The 
lieutenant, after bravely rushing out on the niu-| 
tine^rs, was disarmed and confined, having cautionetli 
Porras in vain to reflect on his conduct, which would 
meet with exemplary peinishment. The ringleader J 
disregarding tins advice, and seizing ten canoes which 
bad'been purchased of the Indians by Columbus, ;em^ 
barked with all his adherents, who expressed th^ 
same exultation as if they had already, been landed tv^ 
Spain. On this occasion, some who had not joined 
in the conspiracy, despairing now of'relief, desired to 
be taken oh board, to the infinite soiTow of the adrai^ 
raJ and his iew remaining followers. Had the whok 
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been in healthy it is probable that oone but his bro^ 
ther and his domestics virould have remaiiled in theit 
duty. 

The mutineers coasting along the east side of Ja- 
maica^ committed all manner of outrages on the na« 
tives^ and de^ed them to apply for redress and indem* 
uity to the admiral, who was the author of all their 
caiamities ; an<j to put him to ^eath, should ire deny 
them satisfaction. 

Having carried their malice h far as diabolical in* 
yention would go, they began their voyage for Hispa* 
niola, with some Indians, whom they compelled to 
act as rowers. They had not, however, made fovir 
leagues from l^d, when the wind, which was contra* 
ry, began to ir^en, and the se^ to rise and to fill the 
canoes. Bdng unacquainted with ^e iflode of navi« 
gating such vessels, they thought to lighten them hf 
murdering the Inctois, and throwing their bodies into 
the ocean. This inhuman design they executed on 
some ; others heaiig thrown overboard alive, swam till 
they were exhaust^ ; then hanging by the canoes fot 
breath, the detestable monsters cut off their hands j 
aad in this manner eighteen perished. Probably not 
one would have escaped, had not a few Iseen saved out 
of a cruel charity to carry them back to Jamaica ; aH 
they found it impracticable to proeeed. Having re- 
landed on this island, a council: was held ; wheo^ 
some proposed that they shotdM take advantage of the 
winds and currents to run o^er to Cuba, wlvence thtf 
passage to Hxspaniola was short : others advised at- 
tempting to make their peace with the admiral ; but 2 
majority of voices agre^, that after it became ^Im 
they should pursue their fortner voyage. Having wait- 
ed a month for a favourable opportunity of leaving the 
island, and having made two unsuccessfiil e£forts, thef 
at last marched by land to the westward, plundering 
the natives as they advanced. 

The first care of the admiral was to efface the bad 
anpcessions which tile mutineers |iad inade on thcf In* 
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diaos, and. in this he fortunateiy succseeded ; forlbey 
supplied him with provisions as before. His next ob- 
ject was to recover his people by the supplies he coold 
procure for their relief. But the Indians attending no 
further to agriculttire than was absolutely necessary for 
their own sub9:8tence> began to feel a scarcity ; and 
the adniiral being in a situation tliat no longer chal- 
lenged obedience and respect> they became indifferent 
about his wants. The sagacity of Colnmbus, ever 
prompt at expedients^ supplied him with a most ex- 
traordinary resource for retrieving his character and 
credit with the savages. Knowing by c^kolations 
that in three days tliere would be an eclipse of the 
moon, he sent an Indian of Hi^niola tp assemble tlie 
chie& of the district^ on an, a^ir of importance to 
them all. Having obeyed the summons, he told tliem 
by his interpreter, that he and his people wefe Christi- 
ans, and believed in God who created the heaven and 
the earth> protected the righteous, and punished the 
wicked } and tlierefbre would not sufler the rebellious 
Spaniards to pass over to Hispaniola, tnotigh he had 
by his Providence conducted the messengers seiit by 
bim, because their design was laudable ; that the same 
All-mighty and All-just Being was incensed against the 
Indians for becoming negligent in supplying his people 
with provisions, and was determined to punish tbeni 
with plague and famine. As a token of which, they 
would that very night see the moon rise with an angry 
and bloody aspect, to denote the misfortunes that were 
about to ensue. 

As fear or belief operated on the mind, this pro- 
phecy had different effects. But when they perceived 
the moon in reality eclipsed, and darkness increasing 
as she rose, universal consternation prevailed. They 
came running from all quarters, laden with provisicMis; 
and with loud cties and lamentations supplicated the 
admiral to intercede with God in their behalf j and that 
lor the future they would be attentive to all bis wants. 
Having obtained this prombe, Columbus said he would 
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ffse his influence with the Supreme ; and according!/ 
shot himself up ; while the Indians remained witiiout, 
howling in the most piteous manner^ and imploring his 
assistance. When he percdved the eclipse about tp 
decrease, he came aat, and bad them be of good 
cheer ; his prajers for them had been heard ; and that 
God had forgiven them, on condition of their being 
kind and hospitable to the Christians. In confirmation 
of this, he assuied them, they would speedily see the 
moon lay aside her wrathful aspect^ and shine ynih her 
foTtner splendour. 

This prognostic being verified, they adored the God 
of the Christians ; and ever after continued to supply 
htm and his men to the utmost of their abilities -, for 
thou^ they must have observed eclipses before, they 
(Jiought it impossible to predict them, and therefore 
considered Columbus as an immediate agent of the 
Deity. On a review of this artifice, we cannot refirain 
from observing that it was strongly tinctured with 
im{He^ and presumption ; but it was surely less cul- 
pable than many which the professed servants of the 
Supreme Being have used to promote less honourable 
eiuls. 

Fight months had now elapsed since the d^rture 
of the messengers to Hispaniola ; a{id even the firmest 
Insolation began to waver. It was generally supposed 
they had perished in the sea, or been massacred by the 
Hispaniolan Indians, lliese apprehensions were con-^ 
firaied by the ' intbrmation of some of the natives of 
Jamaica, who said they had seen a canoe overset, 
driven on the coast by the tide. Every day adding 
strength to fear, a new conspiracy was formed 5 at the 
bead of which was one Bernard, an apothecary. The 
p]an was to desert the admiral, in imitation of the for- 
mer mutineers j but happily this was rendered abortive 
by the arrival of a ship from Hispaniola. The cap- 
tain, whose name was James de Kscobar, having come 
to an anchor, visited the admiral witli oompliments 
from the governor ) who beings he said. Unprovided 
» 2 
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with a thkp sofficiispt for the purpose of transporting lo 
maoy men^ had sent him a ^resent of a cask of wine 
aod two flitch/» of bacon, paving delivered this com- 
mission^ without waiting for a reply, he weighed 
anchor, and sailied- again the sanie evenuig. Though 
Columbus was stung to the soul by this abrupt depsr- 
ture^ he concealed his emotion ; and afiected to say, 
that the caraval had sailed by his directions ; because, 
being too small to take the whole party, he was deter- 
mined they should not be separated. This declaration, 
once more silenced the conspirators. £ut the truth 
•yr^, the governor of Hi^niolai' b^ing jealous lest 
Coliunbus, oh his fetum to Spain, should supersede 
him, had sent to reconnoitre his situation, with aview 
of destroying him. By the arrival of this ship, how* 
ever^ Columbus had received undoubted intelligence; 
that his messengers had been able to discliarge their 
mission; and he indulged the hope, that their re- 
iQonstrances would procure him at last the wished-for 
relief. 

Tl^se resolute adventurers, faitb|iil to tlieir charge, 
. had contended with many di£Bculties in tlieir passage^ 
but at last surmounted them all. For two days they 
continued rowing and paddling, during which tbey sus- 
tained the extiemes of thirsty heat, and fatigue j and 
sofne of the Indians actually died ^r want of refresh- 
ment. At the end of the second day, they began to 
suspect that they had nflissed the right course, an^ 
(iespondency began to .seize them ; but observing the 
p€)Ofi rise over^land, which proved to be a small island 
about eight leagues from Hispaniola, their hopes re- 
vived with the prospect. For this spot they rowed 
with intense efforts ; and next morning going ashore^ 
found it barren and desolate j but it fiirnished water, of 
which some drank to such an excess, as to produce 
dropsies and other dangerous distempers. Having re> 
freshed themselves in the best manner they could, they 
steered their course for cape St. Michael, the nearest 
Jand in Hi^paniola, where they safely arrived. Fiesco^ 



coLUMims. 77 

havmg reposed himself two daySj would have returned 
to the admiral^ as agreed -, butjneither sailors nor.Indi-> 
ans would accompany him. As for Mendez, though 
he laboured under a quartan ague> he set out immedi* 
ately for-Xaragua, and set forth the admiral's situatioit 
to the governor ; who, after much importunity^ gave 
him permission to purchase a ship at St. Domingo. 
This vessel afterwar(b -sailed for Jamaica, from whence 
Columbus dispatched her widi packeti for their Catho- 
lic majesties. 

A desire of reconciliation for Ae benefit of all parties 
prompted the admiral to attempt to bring the Porras back 
to their duty. To enforce his arguments, he set be« 
fore them the prospect of a speedy voyage to tlieir own • 
conatry ; informing them he had received a promise of 
being relieved by a caraval from Hispaniola ; and, in 
ronfimiation of the truth of this, sent them a part of his 
presents. The ringleaders, dreading a runion, em- 
pbyed all their eloquence to dissuade their adherents 
ftom accepting the proposals ; and word was sent 
back, that they were ready to depart peaceably for 
Hispaniola, if the admiral would furnish them with a 
vesi^l ', or, if he had but one, assign one half of it for 
tbeir accommodation ; and in the meantime divide the 
clothes and commodities in his po;)sessbn wiA them* 
To this arrogant demand was added a threat, that if he 
retused to comply, they would come and strip him by 
force. 

This menace they actually resolved to put into ete* 
cution, and marched down within a short distance of 
tbe wrecks. Columbus, being informed of their inten- 
tion, detached fiifty men well armed, under the com- 
Qiand of his brother, enjoining him to expostulate with 
the rebels, and to refrain from host'dities, unless first 
attacked. The lieutenant, having advanced within 
bow-shot of tlie mutineers, desired a conference with 
tbelr. captain . This condescension being ascribed to 
^ear, was treated with contempt ; and they immedi- 
ately fell upon his men. in sure hopes of victory. Tleir 
H 3 
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expectations^ hbwever, were disappointed. At the 
iirst charge, five qnt of six of the most resolute^ who 
had sworn to cut their way through, were brought to 
^ ground, and among them tiie two most daring of 
the conspirators. 

As for their leader, Francis de Porras, he was taken 
prisonoF; when the rest- turned tbeir backs arid fled. 
The lieutenant, having gained a complete victory, re- 
turned to the ships with his prisoners. Himself was 
wounded in the hand, and another gentleman^ bemg 
pierced with a spear,' afterwards died. This was the 
only loss that the friends of Columbus sustained. The 
intrepid pilot, indeed ;who swam ashore as formerlymen- 
tion«i, had a most miraciilpus escape for his life. This 
man^ being i^eht with wounds, fell over the rocks du- 
ring the fray, and was not discovered till next evening, 
when some Indians found him kill alive. His skull 
was laid open, so tliat his brains appeared ^ his arm 
^vas almost amputated ; the calf of one leg hung by a 
ligament ; and one foot was sliced from the heel to the 
toes. * Notwithstanding these desperate wounds, he so 
terri£ed the Indians who approached him, with curses 
and threats, that they fled in the utmost consternation j 
but the admiral being apprised of his situation ordered 
him all the medical assistance in his power, apd, to 
the surprise of every one> he recovered. 

To prevent fiiture animosities, and a scarcity of pro - 
visions on board, the admiral detained Porras in con- 
finement ; and appointed a proper person to con^mand 
and lead about the captive malebontents, lor the con- 
venience of finding subsistence, in exchange for such 
« commodities as they had been supplied witlj. 

All dissensioiis among the Spaniards being thus com- 
posed, the Indians beaune sensible of tl^ danger of 
giving them offence, and assiduously supplied them 
with provisions. A year had now elapsed sitice th« 
Spaniards were wfecked on Janiaica. The ship which 
Mendez had purchased, at last arrived j and Colum- 
h\a, with his whole company, embarked on the 28th 



of June, and^ after a trcmble»pme Toyagtf, feached 
St. Domingo on the 13th of Xi^st, 1504. Here 
the governor receiyed hifn with the most Owning at- 
tentions ; but as a proof that his hos^ntalities were puly 
afiTectation, he set Porras at liberty, and even threat- 
ened to punish those who had been most active in ap- 
prehending him. As soon as the adniirar& ship had 
been refitted, and another engaged for the accommo- 
dation of bis ffiends, he sai]^ fbr Europe on the ^d 
of September. But before they had been two leagues 
at sea, the mast of his consort came by the beard j on 
which she wa$ sent back to be repaired, while he pro- 
ceeded on his voyage. 

After being dismasted in ^ violent storm, and strug- 
gling with many difficulties, as well as a fit of the 
gout, Columbus at last arrived in the port of St. Luear 
de Barrameda. He had no sopfser landed than he 
heard, with unspeakable regret, of the death of his 
munificent patroness, Isabella j a blow which he neVcr 
recovered. Ferdinand, indeed, treated him with 
courteous attention ; but gave strong intimations, that 
the terms he had stipulated for himself were too adv^« 
tageoiis, and wished to propose coming to a new agree- 
ment. This however never took place ; the negotia- 
tions entered into were interrupled by the accession of 
Philip to the throne of Castile ; and Columbus, worn 
out with infirmities and chagrin, yielded up the ghost 
at ValladoUd on the 20th of May, 1506, in the sixty* 
fourth year of his age. His remains were conveyed, 
by the king*s order, to Seville, where, some authors 
say, he was magnificently interred, in the monastery 
of the Carthusians ; and that a monument was erected 
te hi^ roeinory, charged witli this inscription, 

A GASTILIA T A LEON 
NUEVO MUNDODEO* COLON. 

Which may be thus translated ; 

TO CASTILE AND LEON 
A NEW WORLD WAS &IVEN BY COLUMBUS. 
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Others assert that bis monumeDt only exisHs at Se- 
ville ', for that his body was buried at St. Donifligo, in 
the chancel of the cathedral; and an article in the 
public phnts from S{)aia^ on the late cession of His- 
paniola to France^ seems to confirm this belief. For 
we read, that the rema'ms of Columbus were to be 
transferred^ with great pomp, from St. Domingo to 
Cuba. 

Such were the adventures and the end of Coldmbas; 
a man whom all posterity will view with admiration, 
and honour with applause. The ingratitude he expe- 
rienced is the usual return for services too great to be 
repaid, llie pander or the minion of power may re- 
ceive an adequate reward for his degrading servilities y 
but he who eclipses the splendour of an original king- 
dom by such an accession as a new woi Id, may esLcite 
envy, but cannot meet with a due recompense without 
being considered as a rival to his prince. Perhaps the 
grand source of the misfortunes of Columbus was his 
indiscreet stipulation for a joint authority in his ne^v 
discoveries. His good sense might have told him^ that 
it was impossible to be a partner with a king. 

We shall conclude :the history of Columbus* voyages 
with his character, as delineated l^ a Spanish writer of 
veracity. *' Columbus/* says he, *' was tall of stature, 
^' bad a long visage, and a majestic aspect. His nose 
^' was aquiline, bis eyes gray, and his complexion 
*' clear and ruddy. When young, his hair and beard 
" were fair j but hardships soon turned them gray. 
" He was a man of ^y'it and pleasantry, eloquent in 
*< discourse, yet moderately grave in his deportmeni. 
'^ His affability to strangers, and his judicious con ver- 
*' sation, gained hixx^ tlie a^ection of every ingenuous 
*' mind ; while an air of authority and grandeur at- 
♦' tracted respect. He was strict in his religious ob- 
" servances himself, and obliged those who were un- 
^' der his command to show at least a decent regard to 
•' this sacred institution. He had an earnest concern 
{' for the conver;}ioa of the Indians^ and endeavoured 
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h as was in his power to allure them^ by 
ig the Spaniards to lead a life in some measure 

•nding to the faith they professed.' His 

was undaunted : he was fond of great cn- 
temperate in living, modest in dress, pa^ 

ider injuries 5 and much more anxious to 

lis enemies to a sense of their offences, th^n 

iliate injustice. He remained unmoved amidst 

roerous dangers and adyersities that attended 

|ever placing a firm reliance on Divine Provi- 

In short, had he lived in earlier times, his 
:t and his achievements would have procured 
tues and temples in his honour. He would 

sn ranked with Hercules and Bacchus 3 an4 
:ellation perhaps woul^ have borne his i^^me^ 
er, he will be remen^bered a^ long as tlie 
endures.'' 
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IT has been alreadf remarked, that Bartholomew 
Columbus was sent to Henry VII. of England, to 
proffer^is brother's services > and that these were lost 
to this country, by the court of Castila at last closing 
with the pro()osals of Columbus himself. It seems 
j)robabIe, however, that the ambition or curiosity of 
tlie English sovereign, being roused by the details that 
were laid before him, induced him to wish to partici- 
pate in the honours and advantages of Columbus* 
discoveries, if he could not possess the original title 
to them. 

The patronage of a king will always tempt enter« 
prise 3 and no country is so barren in genius and in* 
genuity, as not to possess some aspiring minds, to which 
royal protection and encouragement can communicate 
2tn enthusiasm to dare or to suffer. 

Sc^bastian Cabot was bom at Bristol, in 1467- ^'^ 
father was^a native of Venice; and he educated his 
«on in all Uiose branches of mathematical learning to 
which commerce had then ^ven celebrity. Before 
Sebastian was twenty years of age, he bad performed 
several voyages, and, by thu^ddii^ practice to tlieo* 
^7> he early became eminent in the science of umi* 
gation. 
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The fiist voyage of importance in which Sebastiaa 
Cabot was engaged, seems to have been that nukle by 
his father John, who had obtained a commission from 
Henry VII. /or a discovery of a north-west passage to 
India, the favourite object of Columbus. They sailed 
from Bristol in the spring of 1494» and pursuing their 
course with favouring gale^, on the 24th of June saw 
Newfoundland, to which they gave the name of Pri- 
ma Vista, or First Seen. Going ashore on a small 
island on this coast, they gave it the appellation of 8t. 
,John*8, from its being discovered on the day dedicated 
to Sr. John the Baptist. The isliind was barren 5 but 
the sea abounded with iish. THe natives were dressed 
in skins, and armed with bows, arrows, pikes, wooden 
clubs, darts^ and slings. They returned to England 
with three savages on boards made a report of their 
discoveries, and met with a gracious reception. Cabot 
the father dying soon after, a new patent was granted 
to his stin Sebastian, who set sail again on the 4th of 
May, 1497, before Columbus commenced his third 
voyage. He sailed as high as 6j deg. 30 min. north 
latitude, proceeding from thence down to 56 deg., and 
then explored the coast of America as low as 38 deg. 
This pjtft of the continent, he expressly says, w« 
afterwards named Florida. H is provisions beginning 
to be exhausted, he sailed backj and, touching. at 
Newfoundland, returned to England with a full cargo 
of the productions of the countries he had visited. 

It is probable that Sebastian Cabot made several 
Voyages to complete his discovery of the coast of New- 
foundland. A map of his discoveries, drawn by him- 
self, with his eifigies annexed, was hung up in the 
private gallery at Whitehall. 

Par<!has, with the partiality off a man who feels for 
the honour of his conntry, expresses some mdignation, 
that the new world should be called America, when 
Cabet discovered Its continent before Americas Vespu- 
tius, or even Columbus himtelf. 

^Newfoundland was certainly ihe first of our planta- 
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iioDS ; and ihe spirit of enterprise, to which the disco- 
veries of Gabot gave rise, pqved the way to the naval 
pDtver, the <3oiiimerde, and the glory of this nation. 
Whiie Spaia was debilitated and rendered indolent by 
the rtclies poured into her bosom, from the discoveries 
of Columbus, it was tlie better fortune of Engknd to 
secure a aoii and climate which gaVe new stimulus to 
ejtertion, atxl rendered her «ons more hardy and more . 
brave J 

Of the history of a man, who indubitably first disco- 
^nered the coiilinent of America, e^ery trace is intc^r* 
^stihg to a Briion. But, ibr the space of twenty 
years, no vestiges of his labours appear. In the eighth 
yem* -of Heitry VHI, -be again appears on the sts^e : 
•lie was then furnished with a gtK)d ship of the king's, 
to prosecute diiKxn'eries, through the interest 'Of sir 
Thomas Pert, vice-admiral of England . it seems he 
iad then altered his plaa, and intended to sail by 
the south to the East Indies, For this pur|^ose he pro- 
ceeded to Brasil : bnt failing in his design, he shaped 
tris course for Hispaniola and Porto Rico ; and^ after 
carrying on some traffic there, returned to England 
Without much increasing his former reputation. 

Disappointed, and probably neglected in consequence 
of bi-s failure, he left England, r.nd entered into the ' 
service of Spain, in which he ro5« to the highest rank, 
and signalized 4iimself in many hazardous attempts to 
promote the views of his employers. Fortune, how- 
ever, frowned upon him. in aia intended voyage to 
the Molntcas, through the straits of Magellan, his 
«ien became mutinous, and his pniject was trusLrafed. 
Ke, however, sailed up the rivers Plata and Paraguay, 
built several forts, and discovered and reduced a rich 
and fertile tract of country under tlie dominion of 
Spain. After spending five yearb in America, he re- 
turned in chagrin, and met but wiiii a cold reception. 

These circumstances conspired to m:tke him anxious 
to return to his native country j and about the latter end 

VOL, I. t 



'96 V0TAOE9 OP THB CABOTS* 

cif the reign of Heniy VIII. he again settled at 
Bristol. 

A spirit of commerce beginning to be difiused in 
England, Cabot, in 1592, was active in an enterprise 
to fit out some ships for the discovery of the nordiem 
parts of the world ; and thereby to open^ew scenes of 
action, and new channels for traffic. The espeditioa 
took place with the patronage of government ^ and 
this was the first voyage made to Russia^ and the 
foundation ot diat interoourse which has since subsisted 
between the two nations. Upon this first snccess, a 
Russian company was formed^ of which Cabot was 
constituted governor lor life. 

After an active life spent in the most honoDiabk 
pursuits, and chiefly employed in the service of his 
country, he died upwards of seventy years of age; 
Thoo^ his fame must be allowed to be fiur inferior to 
that justly due to Columbus, his claims, as an original 
discoverer, were infinitely superior to those of Aineri« 
cus Vesputlus. But fortune, seconded by caprice, has 
given the latter a name, which we sbaU now see was 
Jieither merited nor just. 



VOYAGES 
AMERICUS VESPUTIUS; 

JiNI> HIS. 

DISCOVERIES. 



AMERICUS VESPUTIUS was descended fr<w 
an ancient and honourable family at Florence^. 
wheie he was bom in 1451. He early discovered ^ 
taste for philosophy, roathenoaticsj and navigation; 
The discoveries of the Portuguese had called the at- 
tention of the studious to a naore intimate acquaint* ^ 
ance with those branches of literatuve which are con<^ 
oected with the natural history of the earth and of man* 
kind; and had animated the enterprising to signalize 
themselves in the line of adventure^ which they had 
pointed out, and to which the genius of a Columbus 
luid)iist given an eclat that never could be supposed. 

We have observed, that after the return of Xh\& great 
nan from his second voyage, the malice of his enemies 
aod the jealousy of the court began to show themselves. 
AIqqzo de O^eda, an officer who had sailed with him, 
Laving joined his interest with Americus Vespatius, 
who burned with an impatience to partake the ^ry of 
tfie admiral, clandestinely obtained from the bishop of 
licrgoft the drailghts and plans which he had deposited 
ki the hands of Uiat prelate by order of their Catholic 
Bosgesties ; and being fiumisbed with four ships, accord- 
ing to some writers, set sail from Cadiz on the 20th o£ 
May, 1497» Vesputius, whose superior rank or ad(^ 
12 



§g TOY AGES OF 

dress seemed to have made' him considered as the prin- 
cipal, fel!-:n with the coast of Paria, and ran along 
it as far as Terra Firma and the GuJpb of Mexico j 
and^ after an absence of eighteen moutlis, returned to 
Spain. He did ndt pretend to dispute with -Columbus 
Jhe original discovery of the West Indies 5 but wished 
to have it believed, that he had first found out th^ 
continent. To effectuate this, he is said to have felsi- 
fied dates, fur which he has been severely censured ; 
and being an excellent geographer and draughtsman, as 
^ell as a plausible writer, he blended different accounts 
together ; and, imposing on the greatest part of £u- 
Tope, gained an honour to which he had no rigbt, 
that of giving his name to the new world. But no 
doubt now remains to whom this distinction ought to 
have been due ; and though we must allow that Ameri- 
ca, as the name of a qt^rter of the globe, assimilates 
better with the rest than Columbia would have done,^ 
bad the first discoverer of the continent been entitled 
to bestow an appellation on k, we have seen that this 
belonged* to neither, but to Cabot. 

Some months having elapsed, after the retimi of 
Ameriait Vesputius from his first voyage, he performed 
a second with six ships, under the auspices of Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella. It seems, however, that the sem- 
blance of justice to ColuB^bus was kept up in the com- 
mission which Americus and other following adven- 
turers received ; they were interdicted from coming i^ 
an anchor within ^fiy leagues of any pTace where tliat 
pavigator had touched. 

In this second voyage, or, as some will have it, the 
first, Americus proceeded to the Antilla islands, and 
ijom thence to the coasts of Guiano and Vennezuelaj 
and returned safe to Cadiz in the montj^f November 
1500; bringing back with him many precious stones 
and other valuable commodities, discovered in the 
course of his expedition. His services were as ill re- 
quited by the Spaniards as those of the man he wished 
to rival: and supplant; and the ingratitude he experi- 
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cnced made bim willing to abandon the interest of that 
cooniry. 

Emannel, king of Portugal, hearing of the disaf- . 
lectroo of AmerknSj and jealous of the success of 
tbcir Catholic majesties^ held out proposals to this na- 
Tigator, which were readily accepted. 

Engaged in the service of Portugal, Americus set 
fsUfrom Lisbon with three ships in May, 1501. He 
£sst rask down the coast of Africa as far as the coast of 
Angob, and then standing over for the American con- 
tifientf fell in with the Brasils, wliicli he entirely dis- 
covered, and explored as &r as Patagonia to tlie south, 
and the river La Plata north. He then sailed back 
to Sierra Leona ; and, keeping along the coast of 
Guinea, returned to Lisbon, after a voyage of sixteen 
months. « ' 

His Portuguese majesty, elated with this success^ 
asd grateful to its author, soon equipped six ships, of 
which he gave Americus the command, to prosecute 
further discoveries. In this new voyage, it was his 
Intention to stand along the coast of America to the 
«outh, in order to discover a passage to the Molucca 
islands by tlie west. He examined the coast from the 
bay of AH Saints, as far as the river Curabado ; but 
l^eing fiamished with provisions for no more than twenty 
months, and being detained by contrary winds five 
moiaths on the coast he had discovered^ he was obliged 
to return to Portugal. He died at Tercera in 1514„ 
and is deservedly ranked among the most celebrated. 
siavigators. 
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FIRST VOYAGE 

OF 

VASQUEZ BE GAMA, 

TO THE 

EAST INDIES, 

WITH A FRELIMIIiIARY OISSEKTATION ON THE ANTE- 
CEDENT DISCOVERIES OF THE PORTUGUESE. 



THOUGH the polarity of the magnet had been, 
discovered about 1300, it was not applied to the 
purposes of navigation till 1405, when the Portuguese 
seem to have converted what was before an object of 
curiosity only, into an engine the most powerful 
and the most useful in the history of human imen- 
tions. 

Possessed of such a discovery, favourably situated 
above all other nations for maritime adventures, and 
being animated with the spirit of enterprise,' it is not 
to be wondered af, that the Portuguese early gained 
celebrity for expeditions by sea, which at last roused 
other nations to follow the same career. 

It was, however, to the zeal and magnanimity of 
the Infant, don Henry, the fifth son of king John> 
that this nation stands indebted for all the glory they 
have acquired by their discoveries, and conquests in th© 
oriental regions : and what increases our admiration is, 
that at this juncture a Jong,, a dangerous civil war had bus 
just been coriiposed. The ppwer of the king, too, was 
far from being great 5 his finances were pxtremely low, 
and his country so indifferently peopled, that he was oblig- 
ed to have recourse to other nations for men to recruit 
his armies, and to make up the complement of his fleets. 
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^or were these considerable, when compared with the 
navies employed by the king of Spain and tlie lepab- 
lics of Italy. Yet, under all these^disadvantages, the 
spirit of trade and navigation not only sprang up, but 
grew and prospered $ and this too while many c£ the 
statesmen were averse to such undertakings ; weighing 
rather tlie certain expense, than the probable gauL 
But the zeal of the clergy overcame the opposition of 
the nobility ; they were inspired with a 'zeal for propa- 
gating the Christian religion in new countries^ apidth^ 
promoted their discovery to the utmost. 

By balancing the powers of the Portugoese with the 
conquests they mad in the east, we shall be led to 
entertain a veiy high opinion of their exertions, and of 
the beneficial consequences which resulted from their 
successfiil discoveries. 

Doa Henry, the patron of enterprise, was a prince 
endoiftned with all the great qualities which distinguish 
heroes from oidinary men. He had manifested his 
courage, in his youth, in his wars against the Moors ; 
but his mind was too noble to value himself on the 
arts of destruction, however splendid. He wished to 
prosecute only such designs as might be beneficial to 
the Imman race. 

Animated with this resolution, he made himself 
master of the Canaries^ by purchasing the grant which 
the king of Castile had made to Maciot de Bethan- 
court. This gentleman, for a valuable consideration, 
resigned his rights into the hands of prince Henry, 
about 1406. Ferdinand de Castro, at that time master 
of the prince s household, was sent to take possession 
of tliem. Having now got the key to the coast of Afri- 
ca, he soon began to fit out ships for discovery in that 
quarter, and manned them with the most able naviga- 
tors he could procure. 

The utmost limits of the continent of Africa, to- 
wards the south-west, at that time known to the Portu- 
guese, . was Cape Chaunar, called also Cape i\on. It 
projects from the iioot of Mount Atlas. The vebsel* 
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iiow sent out proceeded about two degrees ftirther to 
Cape Bojadore -, but they had not courage to double it. 
In 1418, Tristan Vaz discovered the isle of Porto San- 
to. The n^xf year the Portuguese fell in with the vz^ 
luabVe isjapd of Madeira^to which they gave that name, 
from its bedng covered with wood. 

In 1439, a Pdrtuguese captain doubled Cape Boja- 
dore,. which some consider as the Cape Can area of 
Ptolcroy. The next year they ventured yet further to 
Cape Blanco j and- soon after discovered the Rio del 
Oro, with several islands on the coast. 

Nunc Tristan doubled Cape Verd in 1446 5 and twp 
years after, Gonizalo Vallo sailed to the islands known 
by the appellation of the Azores. At that time they 
were uninhabited, and were settled by this commander, 
who did not, however, visit the is)ands of Flores and 
Corvo. These were afterwards occupied by some 
Flemings. 

In 144g, the Cape Verd islands were discovered 
ymder the patronage of don Henry. The progress 
niade by that prince gave great satisfaction to the sove- 
reign of Portugal, who, to reward his zeal, made him 
a grant of Madeira and Porto Santo. The Infant,' 
however, judged it requisite, according^ to the practice 
of the times, to obtain the sanction of the Holy See. 
To negotiate this, he sent an ambassador to pope Mar- 
tin V. The Holy Father being well disposed to bestow 
that which cost him nothing, made a free grant to th^ 
crown of Portugal of all that should be discovered irt 
that direction to the Indies. The Papal bull is dated 
in J 444, and was afterwards confirmed by three of 
his successors, which; however, gave rise to serious 
disputes. 

Jud^ng from the reverence then paid to the court of 
Rome, we must confess, that prince Henry showed 
much political sagacity in this transaction. For, by 
pretending that all countries were to be disposed of at 
the will and pleasure of Rome, he secured bis Holi- 
ness* consent to whatever he demapded j aiid he ^x'ell 
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knew tliat whatever was sanctioned by his grant woqU 
infallibly be supported by the thunder of the Vatkan. 
This great prince died in 1463 ; the continoit of Africi 
under his auspices having been discovered from Cape 
Non to Cape Sierra Lepna, wlilch laid the ^uAdatijco 
of all the subsequent acquisitiona. 

In 1471, Pedro d*Escovar discovered the island cf 
St. Thoptxas and Prince'^ Isfaoid } and soonafler Anno 
fiueno, now corruptly called Amiobon. In 1484» 
don Cam, a Portiigueae, sailed to the coast of Coi^$ 
and havii^ received information that a Christian prince 
Teigned in Ethiopia, he magniiied his power so much 
on fu$ return, that John IL who was then on the 
throne, dispatched two trusty messengers to asceitms 
the truth of what he had heard concerning this Chiis^ 
tian prince, whom he judged to be Prester John 5 and 
at the same tinos to gain more satisfactory accounts oC 
the state of the Indies. The persons who were in* 
trusted with this chgj^e were Pedro 4p Co\iUan and 
Alphonso de Payva, who had strict orders to Commit 
to writing whatever they deemed worthy of remai^; 
but more particularly the situation of places, and the 
navigation of the coast of Ethiopia, by which^ it was 
rightly conjectured, a new route might be found toth« 
Indies. Our travellers being perfect masters of the 
Arabic tongue, proceeded to Alexandria and Cairo, 
and from thence to the port of Aden in Arabia, where 
they had an opportunity of conversing With traders of 
all nations, and many natives of India. This enabled 
them to accumulate a vast quantity of UKful informa- 
tion, which they thought would be highly gratifjing 
to the king. Here they judged it expedient to sepa- 
rate ; the one to make a tour of the indies^ and the 
other to proceed to the court of Ethiopia. 

Accordingly, Pedro de Govillan set out for the In- 
dies ; and, having made an exact map of the coasts, 
crossed the sea to Afrira 3 and afler having visited some 
of the principal pons in the Arabian Gulph, arrived at 
^fii(alaj, /ully convinced, from many concurring test^ 
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monies^ that a short and easy passage might be found 
to the east> round the continent of Africa. Elated 
with these sentiments^ he made the best of his way to. 
Cairo, where he hoped to rejoin his comjpanion. ^ut 
be had the sorrow to hear^ that De Payva had been 
mturdered on the road to Ethiopia. For some time he 
was irresolaie how he could best fulfil the objects of 
lis mission J but, after mature reflection, he deter- 
mined to acquaint the king by letter of the discoveries 
be had made^ and then to pursue his route to Ethiopia. 
This resolution showed his zeal in the cause in which 
be was engaged, and his ardent desire of satisfying the 
prince he served. He began his second journey with 
tEie same good fortune as he had executed the first $ 
and was extremely well received by Alexander, em- 
peror of Abyssiiya, who was much flattered by the 
prospect of the fi-iendship of such a powerful prince 
as the king of Portugal ; and promised to dispatch 
the ambassador with letters expressive of that im- 
pression. Hawe\'er, Alexander dying suddenly, his 
successor not only treated Covillan with coolness, but 
with disrespect and cruelty 3 refused him leave to re- 
turn home, and detained him till it was concluded in 
Portngal, that some fatal accident had hefaHlen him. 
Hoisirever, he lived to recover his liberty. 

IVhilc his Portuguese majesty endeavoured to gain 
a doe knowledge of the state ot the Indies by land, he 
was not inattentive to the prosecution of the same ob- 
ject by sea. To facilitate this design, he employed 
JBarthoiotnew Diaz, one of his courtiers, to proceed 
still further along the coast of Airica. This, man to 
great prudence and deep skill in navigation united in- 
vincible courage | and ip I486 he executed his commis- 
sion with equal conduct and success. He canied out 
with him several negroes^ who had long been in bis 
service 5 these he set ashore at different places, welt 
ciressed and iiirinished with some goods, on purpose 
to allure the natives by the fhpw oi kindness and ge» 
nc^rositjr. 
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After coasting along, further than any navigator had 
hitherto done, he arrived -in view of a lofty cape ; where 
i;neeting with most unfavourable weather, and losing 
his victualling barJc, his crew mutinied, on the pretext 
tli(ftt storms and famfne were too much to encounter at 
<^nce. But the captain represented to them, that th« 
former could not be escaped by returning, and that the 
onJy. means they hadof preventing.tbe latter, wast© pro- 
ceed till they could reach some place where refresh- 
ments were to be had. He thus prevailed on fiiem to 
double the cape, and to sail some distance beyond it, 
where he erected a stone cross, as he had done where- 
ever he touched along the coast, by way of taking pos- 
session in his niaster's name. Having obtained * smaH 
supply of provisions, he returned ; and had the good 
fortune to fall in with his store ship, in which, of nin^ 
men left when they parted, only three survived, and 
one of these died of joy at seeing the captain. 

Afler performing a voyage of sixteen months and 
seven days, and discovering upwards of one thousand 
miles of the coast beyond the former limits, he arrived 
at Lisbon in December, 1487- 

Having given a full detail of his expedition, Ixe par- 
ticularly insisted oh the danger and difficulty he had 
found in doubling thnt stupendous promontory, which 
he named Cabo Tormentoso, or the Stormy Capei^ But 
the king, from the lights thrown on the subject by Covil- 
lan's letters, which had arrived safe, knew how to form a 
riL^ht judgment of the value of this discovery, and there - 
f )re called it Cabo del Buena.Esperauza, or the Cape of 
pood Hope*, a name which it has ever retained. The 
coincidence between the accounts of the navigator and 
the ambassador convinced the king, that the passage 
was now open j and that one voyage more would 



* * It is wiih the sincerest satiolaction the writer jrflccts. that 
this valaable Cape. 19 aow in t^e possession of his coaotrr* 
May it remaia so to the end of time f 
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complete the discovery of a direct passage by sea to the 
Indies. 

But while John revolved this great de«gn in his 
mind, and busied himself in contriving the means of 
accomplishing it with honour to himself and advantage 
to his country, the Eternal Ruler of all called him to 
another state of being. In his last illness he nomi- 
nated his cousin^ don Emanuel, who had also married 
his sister, his heir and successor. 
. When this prince aseeod^ the throne of Portu- 
gal he was in the flower of his age, and possessed 
tliose qualities, in an eminent degree, which dignify a 
king. He had an excellent capacity, much penetration, 
and a correct judgement 3 but, possessing an amiable 
dii£dence of his own abilities, and being well aware 
that the execution of his predecessor's, projects would 
be attended with a large expense, he privately declined 
entering into tl)em without oensulting his council. 
1'he statesmen beings however, put in p9ssession of all 
the infonpation that had been collected, either by the. 
reigning prince or his cousin king John, were extremely 
divided in their opinions. Some pressed him to pur- 
sue the steps of his ancestors, and to complete with 
glory v/bat they had begun with reputation j while 
pthers vehemently opposed the prosecution of this dc- 
si^ ', and on both sides he was assailed, as is usual, 
with such plausible arguments, tliat neither could 
eonfute the other, and reason hung in the balance 
cit' suspense. 

The advocates for the new navigation contended 
tl2at the commerce of the east had been the source of 
'urefllth and power to every empire tl^t had possessed 
it ; that Providence seemed to have thrown it into 
the lap of their nation, and therefore, it would neither 
be honourable nor, advantageous to reject it 5 that the 
chief difficulties were now overcome, and scarcely any 
ihtng remained but to take possession of whnt all tiie 
"world was eager to etijoy, though none but themselves 
knew how to reach j that the engrossing so rich ,a 
VOL. I. k 
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trade to Portugal would balance the narrow limits of 
Its sovereignty, and put it on a level with its more po- 
tent neighbours j that, in fine, there was do less dan- 
ger to be apprehended from abandoning the design, than 
benefit to be expected by its prosecution j* since it was 
probable that their ambitious neighbours, the Spaniards, 
would pursue and accomplish this grand scheme, and 
thus enable them to effect whatever the lust of power 
might tempt them to try. 

On the other side, it was alleged, that there were 
many things more apparently necessary to the well-being 
of Portugal than such expensive expeditions, which in- 
volved an uncertain issue, since much land remained 
to be cultivated at home, and such internal irilprove- 
ments might be adopted as would enrich the kingdom 
without distant dependencies ; that the population of 
Portugal was too small for its own extent, and would 
he- still more reduced by foreign conquests j tliat all 
their discoveries and acquisitions hitherto had only 
furnished a few negroes, elephants* teeth, exotic 
birds, and curiosities, that the golden dreams which 
had amused them for a century had ended in delu- 
sion j and that,, finally, even the success of the under- 
taking might be detrimental to Portugal, as it was pos- 
sible her interests at home might be sacrificed to those 
abroad. 

These deliberations, in which the cause was can- 
vassed with acuteness, though they did not absolutely 
carry the king to abandon the design which had been 
Tecommended to him with the last breath of the 
prince to whom he owed his throne, yet for a long 
time retarded bis preparations, and determined him to, 
pursue the project m such a manner as would secure 
htm fiY)m the disgrace of serious loss, if he did not reap 
the full harvest of glory. At last, however, fearing 
lest otlier powers should take advantage of his neglect, 
especially as tlie Spaniards were vigorously pushing for- 
ward their discoveries, he came to a final resolution, 
to send out a tew ships only with a small nunaber of 
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men j thus endeavouring to avoid extremes^ and to 
steer, as it were, a middle cour^ between the dis- 
cordant opinions of his council. 

In consequence of this determination > in the spring 
of 1497» he ordered four ships to be equipped for his 
expedition i of these three were armed vessels, and \hp 
other a store ship. The w^hole force consisted of no 
more than one hundred and sixty soldiers and seamen. 
Hence it will be extremely apparent* that it is not a 
formidable armament, or a vast expense, that is neces« 
saiy to the accomplishment of a great design y but the 
choice of a good officer, perfectly master of his plan, 
and possessing a resolotion equal to its completion. 
All the maritime expeditions, from the beginning of 
the world to this period of time, are not comparable to 
what were performed by Christopher Columbus and. 
Yasquez de Gama, in the narrow compass, of seveq 
yearSj^ with a joint force scarcely adequate to man a 
fifty-gun ship in the present day. 
• Before we enter on the history of a voyage which 
laid open the treasures of the east by a new and easy 
communication by sea, it may not be amiss to premise, 
that hitherto the spiced and • other valuable productions 
of India and China, were brought in the junks and 
barks of tliose countries to the port of Adlu, then a 
great commercial city on the southern coast of Arabia 
Felix. Here these vessels unloaded and returned 5 
while the merchants of Adlu, partly relading the goods, 
in their own ships, and partlv sending the^i by land 
carriage to Jeddo, conveyed them up tlie Bed Sea to tlie 
port of Suez. They were then landed, and transported 
on camels and carnages over the isthmus to the river 
I<ile *, a passage of about fifty miles, and from thence. 



• Several of thrltogs of Egypt, sensible of the vast advan- 
tages ^hat would accrue to them from a communication be- 
mten the Red Sea an(i the Mediterranean, endeavoured lo 
cut one, at di^erent timps, with immense labour and elpens<i.. 
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to Alexandria, where the Venetian merchants^ who 
had monopolized that commerce, received them, and 
disseminated them over all Europe. 

Such was the situation of affairs at the aera we arc 
now to treat of. The person honoured with the cok- 
mand of the expedition for the discovery of the Indies 
was don Vasquez de Gram^, a Portuguese nobleman of 
various distinguislied talents, and particularly skilled 
in navigation. He was appointed admiral on this 
occasion, and hoisted his flag on board the St. Ga^ 
briel, of no more than one hundred and twenty 
tons burden. The other ships were the St, Raphael, 
commanded by Paul de Gama, the admiral's brother; 
and the Berrio, commanded by Nicholas Coello, be- 
sides a bark laden with provisions. These ships set 
sari from Belem on the 8th of July 1497, and after en- 
countering continual storms, in which they frequendy 
despaired of being saved, had the good fortune at last 
to enter a large bay, to which they gave the appellation 
of St. Helena, from its having been discovered on the 
day dedicated to that saint. 

The inhabitants of this island were of small stature, 
ill-favoured and black. When they spoke, they 
fetched their breath as if they were sighing ; they were 
clothed in the skins of wild beasts; and armed with 
stakes hardened in the fire, and pointed with the horas of 
beasts. 

Herodotus informs us, that in the time of Pharaoh Necho, or 
Nechtts, this .work was attempted, but obliged to be abandon- 
ed, after one huudred and twenty thousand mea hadtperished 
ill the undertalpng. This scheme was again resume^! under 
the Ptolemies, and agaia relinquished, from the stupid appre- 
hension that the Red Sea, being higher than Egypt by .three 
cubits, would be in danger of overflowing the land. However j 
rhe expedient of a canal was adopted, to communicate between 
the Red Sea and the Nile ; upon which thrf^iorts of the latter 
began to grow very opulent and renowned; and the cities of 
Coptus and Berenice, in particular, the mart of all the Indian 
merchandize. But neglect, in time, brought this canal to ruin 
and disuse. 
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Tbe admiral ordered search to be made for some 
river, but without success; however, they found water 
next day. Gama, in his perambulations, 1 aving pick- 
ed up a native, who was gatliering honey, carried him 
on board 3 but as they could npt undej^tand each other, 
he was soon after well dressed and set on shore. Next 
day, about 6i'teen of the inhal^itants, pleased with the 
attention their countryman had received, came down 
to the beach 3 and the admiral meeting them displayed 
gold, pearl, and spices; but finding, from the indifi'er- 
tnce with which they viewed those articles, that 
they were unacquainted with their value, be pre- 
sented them wiih small bells, tin rings and counters, 
\vhich were highly acceptable. In retmn, they sup- 
plied their benefactors with such provisions as the 
country afforded ; but this friendly intercourse was of 
short duration. A young Portuguese having a desire 
to visit their towns, was received by the natives with 
great hospitality, and invited to partake of a seal. 
This food disagreeing with his stomach, he rose and 
retired with signs of loatliing and disgust; whUe the 
natives attended him to the shore. Suspecting they 
might have some intentions to injure him, he called 
out for help ; when some of his companions landing, 
behaved in such a manner as made the Indians consider 
the Portuguese as their enemies. 1 hey soon returned 
MJih their lances; and while the admiral and his ofB- 
ct^rs were standing unarmed, they fell upon them, and 
v'ounded four of them, among which number was De. 
Gatna himself. 

The Portuguese having revenged this attack, though- ' 
they were certainly the tirst aggressors, set sail from 
St. Helena on the 1 6th of November, and in two days 
came in sight of the Cape of Good Hope, which they 
doubled on the 20th, with trumpets sounding and 
other demonstrations of jc^. As they coasted along, 
the country exhibited a pleasing prospect of woods and 
lawns abounding with flocks and herds. The admiral 
having ran seventy leagues beyond the cape, entered a 
K 3 
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bay, to which he gave the name of Angra de San Bias. 
The country in the vicinity of this bay appeared very 
fertile, and abotmded with elephants and buffaloes, 

A party of the natives were observed hovering 
round them, in a few days after their arrival : upon 
which the admiral landed with all his men, well 
armed, and prepared for either event ; but on tlirow- 
ing some small bells towards the negroes, some of 
them assumed resolution enough to approach and pick 
them up, and at last to receive them from the hand. 
The admiral now exchanged a few red caps for ivory 
bracelets. 

A few days after, about two hundred natives came 
down with twelve oxen and four sheep ; and, on tlie 
Portuguese landing, began to play on a kind of musi- 
cal instrument, resembling a flute, which they ac- 
companied with the voice. The admiral striking in 
with this humour, ordered the trumpets to sound, 
while his n>en mingled in the dance along with the na- 
tives, and thus the day passed in mirth and festivity. 

Not long after a number of men and women re- 
turned with cattle, of whom the Portuguese parciiased 
an ox J but perceiving some of the negroes armed 
and skulking behind the bushes, the admiral began 
to suspect treachery, and ordered his men to retire to a 
place of security. The negroes followed them some way, 
and at last joined in a body, as if they intended to fight. 
De Gama, unwilling to proceed to extremities, with- 
drew his boats, and ordered two pieces of ordnance 
to be fired; which so terrified the negroes that they fled 
without their arms. The admiral afterwards sent some 
of his men ashore to erect a pillar charged with a 
cross and the king of Portugars arms j but the na- 
tives pulled it down again before their faces. 

On leaving this place they were soon overtaken 
by a violent storm. On Christmas day they saw 
land, to which they gave the name of Terra de 
Natnl. They then proceeded to a river called De 
Jos Reyes. Here De Gama sent two men ashore 
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to obtain inteligerice respecting the coiiDtiy and its' 
produce. On those dangerous employraeiils he had 
iTialefactors to seiTC. A kind of traffic commenced; 
and so much was it carried on to the satisfaction o£ 
the natives, that the king of the country was induced 
to pay the admiral a visit on board. 

Again drawing near land on the 11th of January, 
the boats were manned to view it In sailing along, 
they saw many negroes of both sexes, who seemed 
mild and inoffensive. The admiral then sen; one of 
his men, who was well versed in the languages o£ 
Africa, with an attendant, to wait on the king, who 
received them with affability, and dismissed them with| 
presents. His majesty, in return, received a red jacket,* 
a cap, and a pair of stockings, of the same colour j with 
which he was so delighted, that he strutted about in 
his linery among his subjects, who clapped their 
hands in token of joy and admiration. He likewise 
invited a young Portuguese gentleman to visit, him, 
and entertained him with fowl and millet. The ad- 
miral also received a present of fowls ; and so grate- 
tiii was the reception he had met with in this place,- 
that he called it the Land of Good People. The 
houses were wholly of straw j and apparently there 
was a greater number of females than males. They 
used bows and arrows pointed with ii-on ; and showed 
an amazing partiality for linen, which they purchased 
on any terms their circumstances would allow. • 

Departing from thence on the 15th of January, they 
proceeded along a low flat coast, covered with large and 
lofty trees, as far as Cape Corientes j missing a sight of 
Sofala which lay in the \vay . On the 24th they entered 
the mouth of a very large river, up which De Gama 
proceeded with his boats j and had the pleasure to . 
observe, that the natives understood someihiug of na- 
vigation, no iraces of which had hitherto been seen. 
The country they visited is now called Cuama: its 
coast is generally low, but full of trees. Here the ne- 
groes came off in their boats without the least hesita- 
6 
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tion* and behaved to the Poriuguehe with thefarailia-* 
rity of old friends. This conduct deserved a recipro- 
cal return : the admiral treated them with bells and 
other toys most acceptalJe to thpir taste. No one on 
board understood their language, so signs were the 
Otily interchange of thoughts they could enjoy. 

On the third day, two persons of rank arrived in 
their boats, on purpose to visit the admiral. They 
vore aprons larger than the rest of their countrymen ; 
and one had bis head covered with a handkerchief 
wrought with silk, the other with a green satin cap. 
De Gama entertained them courteously, and made 
them presents of apparel and other articles, on which 
they seemed to set little value. It appeared, from 
signs, that they were of a distant country, and that large 
^hips were po novelty to them. They then produced 
some calico for sale; at sight of which theadniiral was 
penetrated with joy, and all on board were elevated 
with the hopes of soon reaching the treasures of the 
East. This river, therefore, obtained the appellation 
of the River of Good Signs, and here he erected a 
pillar carved with a crucifix and the Portuguese arras, 

They left this river on the 24th of Januarj% and, 
after a voyage of more than a month, descried four 
islands, irom one of which several boats advanced, and 
made signs for the ships to wait their coming up. No 
sooner had the admiral dropped anchor, than the boats 
approached, full of people of a good stature, with a 
dark compexion, and clothed in various- coloured cali- 
co, They vsed the Arabian tongue ; and, on being 
entertained on board by De Gama, they seemed to en- 
joy themselves, and were as couimunicative as could 
be wished. They informed him tliat the name of 
their island was Mosambique, and was subject to the 
king of QuUoa ; and that it contained a town peopWd 
with merchants who traded to India, and imported '^^^ 
valued productions, 

The soil in the neighbourhood of Mosambique was 
marshy, and therefore unwholesome* The houies 
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were built of clay, and thatched with straw ; but a 
great number of ships resorting thither rendered tlie 
town commercial and populous. The trade was 
chiefly in the hands of the Arabian merchants, who, 
in their naval architecture, made use of wooden pegs 
instead of nails, and mats made of palm-tree leaves in- 
stead of sails. They knew the use of the compass^ 
had some astronomical instruments, and were furnish^ 
ed with sea-chai*ts of tolerable accuracy. 

The sheik, with his attendants/ taking the Portu- 
guese for Moors or Turks, visited the first ship that 
entered the harbour ; but finding none that could 
converse with them, they soon returned. However^ 
they were not wanting in hospitality. The sheik re- ^ 
quested leave to come on beard j arid De Gama, to 
prepare for his arrival, ordered the sick men to ber- re- 
moved, and his own ship to be manned with the flower 
of the crews. The chief appeared richly dressed : he 
Jhad previously shown a contempt for hawk*s bells, 
trinkets, and toys, and expressed his wonder that the 
admiral did not send him scarlet. He had a military 
guard, with drums and ivory trumpets. De Gama re- 
oeived him with nnarked respect ; and conducted him. 
ta the cabin, while his retinue remained in the boats. 
An apology was made for not sending a present of 
scarlet cloth, because none had been brought. 1'lie 
slieik and his company made themselves welcome on 
t>oard ; and, taking the strangers for Turks, desired to 
see their bows, and tlieir books of the law. The ad- 
miral informed him, that they came from tlie west, 
and bel<Miged to a country bordering on Turkey ; that 
thc^y bad no books of their law with them j but orders. 
were immediately given to produce different kinds of 
armour, and to show its usej which greatly excited the. 
sheik's admiration. De Gama requested his visitor 
would supply him with two pilots j and they, being 
readily provided, engaged to perform the voyage lor 
a reward of thirty crowns each and a coat. 

This friendly intercourse, however, was but of short 
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duration. The chief no sooner discovered that the 
strangers were Christians^ than hl§ conduct began to 
betray symptoms of enmity j and he seemed to be plot- 
ting for the destruction of De Gama and his fleet. 
Kowever> the admiral watered his ships by force, 
keeping the Moors at a distance for fear of the ord- 
dance. The tumult, however, was not allayed j and 
the admiral, to revenge the insults he had received, 
battered down tlie town with his great guns, and drove 
the inhabitants into the country. He took a few 
prisoners, and, among the rest, a pilot. 

Plainly perceiving that a longer stay here would be 
attended with danger, De Gama steered to anotLer 
island at a short distance, and fvotn thence to Quiloa ; 
but stress of weaiher obliging hiro to return, an Ara- 
bian pilot he had brought out with him wished to be 
carried to Melinda, on his way to Mecca j and as lie 
was now furnished with another pilot, to this assent 
was given. The weather proving favourable,, they 
ajgain put to sea and. made for Mombassa, a city which 
the pilots observed was chiefly inhabited by Christians. 
Here they arrived on the 27th of April ; but as the 
ships lay witjiout the bar, a bark approached them in 
the nigbt with one hundred armed men in the 1 qrkish 
' dress, and were proceeding to board them, had not the 
admiral insisted on no more than four being admitted. 
Those who came forward appeared to be above ibe 
common rank j but, with a wise precaution, they 
were desired to lay aside tlieir arms before they were 
taken on board. De Gama, however, entertained 
tbeqa in a handsome manner 5 on which they acquainted 
him, that the king hearing of their arrival had sent 
his compliments of congratulation, and offered to Joad 
the ships with spices 5 observing, at the same time, 
that there were many Christians on the island 3 which 
so far coincided with the report of the pilots. The 
next day, the king sent a present of some fruit to the 
admiral. The deputies professed themselves Christi-» 
^ns I and advised him to approach the city and <^l 
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anchof in the harbour, where the king could with 
more facility give prootij of his desire to oblige him. 

De Gama^ from So many favourable indications, con- 
cluding they were sincere, expressed his gratitude, and - 
promised to comply with his n\ajest)'*s request. To 
pave the way to a favottral^le reception, as well as to 
obtain some general information, he sent two of his 
exiles with presents to the king. These were treated 
with much hospitality, and were indulged with a vievir 
of the city. They observed many prisoners in ' irons> 
were introduced to two Christian merchants, and dis- 
missed by his majesty with' samples of corn and spices, 
and with orders to communicate to the admiral, that 
he might there be supplied with gold, silver, and other 
valuable commodities, at a less rate than else were. 

An ofler so flattering, and apparently «o disin* 
terested, could not be rd^sed -, and the next morning 
the admiral prepared to enter the harbour ; but the 
ship striking on a shoal, he again cast anchor ; whea 
the pilots instantly jumped into the sea, and were takea 
up by the natives. 

This creaied sotne suspicion of the Icing's intentions. 
Indeed, his extreme civility from the tirst savoured 
strongly of dissimulation, and must have put De Ga- 
ma on his guard. It afterwards appeared, tliat having 
heard of the transactions at Mosambique, this perfidi- 
ous prince meditated to destroy the Portuguese, while 
the shipa lay in the harbour ; but the accident we have 
mentioned frustrated that spheme. He, lK>vve%-er, soon . 
concerted another, with a low cunning, which proved 
he was fearful of using open force. During night the 
watch of the flag ship perceived the cable shaking, and 
on looking round saw several men swimming about, 
and cutting it with their swords, to set the ship adrift. 
Odiers had got among the tackle of anotiier ship : but 
on being discovered, they plunged into the sea, and 
swam to some boats Axrhich were ready to receive 
them. 

It was now impossible to doubt of the liftachery of 
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this people, and vain to hope for any advantages to be 
derived from staying longer among them ; the admi- 
ral, therefore, resolved to proceed for Melinda without 
delay. Having got clear of the Bay of Mombassa, he 
soon after fell in with two sambucos, or pinnaces, one 
of which he captured. She had seventeen men on 
board, and a considerable quantity of gold and silver. 
Same day he reached Melinda, which is only eighteen 
leagues distance from Mombassa, and situated in 3 deg. 
south latitude. 

The city of Melinda stands on the most level part 
of a coast generally rocky,' and is encompassed with 
palms and various fruit trees. It was of considerable 
extent : the streets were spacious, and the houses built 
of stone, several stories high, with terraces on the top. 
The natives appeared swarthy, strong, and well pro- 
portioned. They wore turbans of silk and gold ; and, 
from the waist downwards, were clothed with silk and 
cotton stuffs J some wore short doaks of calico. Being 
celebrated archers, they seldom appeared without their 
bows and arrows. 

The admiral felt a high degree of satisfaction at tiic 
sight of such a city, bearing some resemblance to those 
in his native land ; and came to an anchor within i 
league of it. Nobody, however, came on board j 
'and it is probable, that the capture of the pinnace made 
them considered as pirates. An Arabian prisoner, who 
had engaged to procure pilots, was therefore set on 
shore ; and, being conducted to the king, informed his 
majesty, that the admiral was desirous of entering in- 
to an alliance with him. The king returned a very sa- 
tisfactoiy answer, accompanied with a present of three 
^heep, a quantity of oranges and sugar-canes. ' A hj^t, 
tliree brass basons, soriie small bells, and two sc^rfe. 
yvere sent for his majesty's acceptance. 
. Next day, De Gama approached nearer the city, and 
anchored close by the vessels of some Indian Christi- 
ans, where the king sent a deputation to inform Jiim,- 
that he meant to visit him in person on. the morro.w. Jn 
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the raeanwhWe the crews of the Indian ^hips eaoie on 
board with the king's permission. They were person- 
able people, of a brown complexion. Their religious 
rites api^eared to have been mixed with many Pagan 
superstitions. When the Portuguese presented a picture 
of the Vir^n Mary arid some of the apostles, the In- 
dian Christians not oply fell down and worshipped it, 
but daily repaired with offerings of pepper and other 
things, which they ridiculously laid before the represen- 
tation of the Vii^in. The king of Melinda came, ac- 
cording to his appointment, in a large boat with many 
attendants. He was dressed in a gown of crimson 
.damask, lined with green satin, and wore a rich silk 
turban.. He was seated in an .elegant chau: curiously 
inlaid with wire, on a silk coshion, with another by 
him, on which was placed a hat of crimson satin. 
Near him stood an old man, who held a rich sword 
with a silvu: scabbard. His retinue were also richly 
dressed ; and a band of musicians performed on sack- 
buts and flutes. The latter were eight spans long, and 
very neatly executed. 

De Gama met. the king in his boat adorned with 
flags^ attended by his principal officers. After mutual 
salutations, at the king*s request he stepped into his 
boat. His majesty viewed him and his men ^ith mi- 
nute attention, interrogated him in relation to the coun- 
try he came from, the name of his sovereign, and the 
motives that induced him to take such a distant voyage. 
These questions bemg satisfactorily answered, the king 
promised to furnish him with a pilot to Calicut, and 
invited him to participate in the amusements of the 
place. The admiral excused himself for the present, 
but promised to take that pleasure on his return ^ and, 
to give |be king a proof of his friendly intentionsj 
made him a present nf all the prisoners he had lately 
taken. 

llie princCi highly delighted with this acquisition, 
was afterwards rowed up to th^ ships, which he beheld 
with surprise. The firing of the ordnance gratified 

VOL. I. I. 
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and attonished him (iMigioasly. He comp^oiented 
the admiral by observing, diot ha never saw men whft 
pleased him so much as tha iPortuguese ; atideiptessed 
bis wish that he had .some of thorn to assist in his 
wars. 

it was on the 2Sd o^ April that De Gaxna bit Me- 
linda, and, instead of tnfokmf the ceast «8 he had 
liitherto done« resolved to trust hinwelf .to. tfae-ocean. 
The weather was so propitious to hiswtshesj that he 
crossed « aea of aevcn hundred leagues id twenty *tbree 
'days} and on the 17th of May the coast of Indis 
opened to his view. This was the grand object of his 
pnrauits ; and it may be better imagined than ei^pressed, 
wluit satis^Ktion and self-felicitation mnal fill every 
tnreast, when the hiUs of Calicut were pointed oat by 
the pilot. TmnSDorted with joy, tlie admiral made a 
grand entertainment for the wlM)le crew^ and soon 
after came to an anchor in an open road, about two 
leagues below Calicut. ' • 

Some fishermen in their boats, in « short time, 
rowed up to the fleets being struck with admiration kA 
the 'ships. I'bey were of a brown complexion, and bad 
only a kind of apron hanging down be£:>re« De Gama 
gave these people a courteous reception } after which 
they piloted him nearer to Calicut, where he cast 
anchor, and immediately sent one of bis convicts oa 
shore to. make die usual inquiries and observations. 
The natives immediately througed about the stranger ; 
asked many questions of the fishermen who aoaducted 
him ; and particular^ noticed his dress, so unlike ihat 
to which they had been accustomed. 

Supposing^ however, that they mightbe able to satis- 
fy their cariosity the better, they carried him to the 
house of two Moors^ one of wl^om, named Bontaibo, 
^uld speak Spanish^ and, knowing him to be a Porta* 
gueseji whose language bears a strong afiinity to that of 
Spain/ e^d IiJm wlnt brought hirai thither. This 
question in an', unexpected tongue having been an* 
swered^ the Moor told him that he had be^i acquainted 



iritk some Portogutse at TubU> froni whence be 
eatne ^ Imt he cin& not coAceive how any ships firoo* 
thai: nation could come hither. 

BontaRx) VBtttnied with the mahf aod waitiid on thm 
adtniraL So moch wove he and his ere v. sorpHsed andi 
pleased al meeting with » person at such a. distance 
kom hotam, with whom thi^ cooJd converse^ that thtf 
tear a( joy started in tbeir eyes. De Gama embraced 
fiooCMbo with tbe ailection of a fiiend y sat down by 
him, and, grasping his hand, asked' htm if he was $(. 
Christimij and how be came to G^icut ? Bontaibc^ 
answsied iji the al&i:mative> that he wtt indeed a 
Christian, and had been oirief ceatrapCor ftw thowaiM 
like slofes wfaicb king Fettftinand held parehasod at TU'^ 
nis; afid that he had-arrlved'lB India byway of CahOv 
fie conelvded by observingy that; he liai on aU ooesf^ 
nona manifested his &9endc^i^ fon the BDrtnguese, ami 
that hewaoicl now f^ro^noie'dieitiiMereBt tothe utitio9t^ 
of his power. I'he' admixal oordially thanked bim^ 
and promisedthhn ^ noWttftsniwid iar wbate«<ef servicpf 
heshOBMrandeir hiin« On maiding^ in^wiM rehitf^ 
to theaorerofgli of Calkml; th^'Moor tepKodi thathc^ 
wae a ptinceof alMSiignif^disponillaii andtbat he did^ 
not cbnbt' he would gbidly reodTO' tbe admM as an* 
ambaasador ftom a Ibf^. klftg/j perttonkirly ff h« 
cam* to eMabllsh a trader ^Hh tWcosntry, tbe-ro^'a^ 
levetraes at^sittgchieHy ftoift.the duties on goods. 

The samotin, as. be' was^ calkkl, raoevnog intdH-^ 
gence Chat the admiral had lifttntt for him^ from the» 
kingof Fortagidysenttobidbtewekqciie; andatthe 
saaac' tune dispatched a pilot to cotidad him to Pada« 
fme^ wh^ there-was a cefi^w^ient'h^bocrfbrship^ 
pkig. De'Gama waa invited to proooedf^tom tiienoei! 
iy land to OaUcut^ ^wdevo he would b^Toady to receiver 
jkim. F«afrfbl of a fi^pc^itioA o^the; asnte perfidy h^ 
jftad esperieneed before^ the ceiMiikander secar^ hir 
ahips with cautious cireumspeotioni Henohe-rooeivedr 
fa order ft^pk^ the cutival, or minister ft» fEveign af« 
fiip$^ ta ^^ wteriveiflie^^aBetf^ O^Qaiite^ tlua^ 
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calling a coonctl of his offioersy informed diem, that 
be intended to go and settle a treaty of oomnierce and 
perpetual aniity with the .xaroonn. To this his hrother 
alleged, that though this prince and the natiTCS/as they 
imagined, were Christians^ yet there were many Arabs 
among them, who were their mortal enemies, and 
woald be highly exasperated against them for attempt^ 
ing to interfere in their trade $ and ther«fQie, as die 
auccess of the vo) age depended on his preservation, it 
would be more advisable ,to send a deputy in his room; 
a sentiment which wa& unanimously apptoved.of b^ 
the rest. But the admiral decliared» that he was re- 
solved to run every risk ; observing, that it was for h^ 
majesty's interest to protect and encourage traders; 
and, as the inhabitants were chiefly Christians, he had 
nothing to fear. But in case any accident should hap* 
pen to him, they must give themselves no concern 
about his safety, but sail directly to Portugal, with the 
important news of the discovery they bad made. 

The resolution of the admiral jtfevailing, he next 
day set out in hid boat* furnished with or<Sid&ce, at« 
tended by twelve of his officen^ with £ags displayed 
and trumpets sounding. At his landing, he- was 
courteously received by tlie cotival ', and« two litters 
being provided for them, they ^exe carried on men's 
fiihoulders, while the rest proceeded on foot. They 
halted at a place called Capocats, to dine, where they^ 
were entertained with rice and fi'uits. Then entering 
some boats, they were conveyed down the .river. 
: De Garoa and his suite were afterwards conducted to 
a large Indian temple, built of freestone, and covered 
with tiles, on the vails of which were many painted 
images, some whh large prelecting teeth, and others 
Tyith four arms, and such hideous faces that the Portu* 
guese began to doubt whether they were in a Christian 
country or not In the centre of this was asnoalliround 
chapel, with a tower and a lattice door> to which 
stone steps on the outside conducted. ' In the wall op« 
posite to this entrance atood- an image^ which, from 



tl»6 dafko^ of tke pldee, coukl liol be distinetlf 
viewed- 5 and- admittfinee was^ dfetited t6 di> ^ave tfaO' 
priest^ wha/app)K)acliftttg< and ^intiAg loathe figure^ 
thrice <;al]6d*i^udv Maria! 

When the ctitival and hk train ciMis belbl» tho^ 
dlapd, l^iey fell flaton^t^ gi^ound, with then' bandfr 
before ttiem*, three times; andHhisBp^ed^ standing. 
de QamtL and his attendant^} apposing t&ia' t& be-aii' 
ioiager of the Vit^R, M^ d(mn otif their kneesi add 
made their supptieatiqns : bm one <^ the Portuguesof 
haying some doubts said*, afi he krtelt^ '^ If this be<the^ 
devil^ I worship' Gbd/* which produced- a&.iovblu^*' 
tary smile from his coiDpaniona. 

They jiow adi^nced in pracessioii 1j^th«» palace, fbU 
lowed hy an iminense cpnceiorte- of ileJbpie>j and «f 
thet^'etl^lAce into tfao ctt^i thii» ftwi was so greafc 
that they were Almost sttded. This obli^ed'the cSit«l 
to retire vntSi them into- onoof the hottsef>' where his 
brother, a penonof grea^distinctiMi, met him with 
several naires, who were setMT by the sMioi^n to cont 
dac^ thu admiral to cmirt. At-lenkt- tfiiree thousand 
men in arms attended the pi^bceasioti ; which marked 
attention sohighiy flhttettd Oe^ Oaitiai that he turnetl 
96 ontf of Hisofflcers and^said*, ''IHilvl^dotheythiilkfizi 
ftMtiigal what hb^ur is paid itt het^/' 

It-wai-d^awiDg towards the-cloise^of day beAire they 
reached the im^4fil>palface, '^ich Was spacions, an4 
made-a haDdtome^appearailce; ^- the pmcegsite they 
were i^ceived* by severtd of ^' grsMdees, who con«i 
dncted them throti^h-five lat«ge^ c&kts ftiitobhed with 
as many gBte», andtwb'pdrti^ stationed at> each. On 
approaching d)e chaiiibet<of aodteiitii!^, they were met 
by the- fcibg'» chief bnHhiD> a-^fonittUtiVe' old mail, 
wheemhra^edthe admiral, and condhcted them «^1 in. 
80: eager were the populace tb catbh a^riimpse of their 
prkice, that- they pressed iti w^th the Fbrmgoese, atid 
seme live» were lost. Two of the Ennopeatis also nar^ 
rowly-eseaped^being'* st^neeased^o death; 

The hall into which they were introducedpresente* 

L'3 
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an ampbithcatre of seats ; the floor was covered with 
ft rich carpet^ and the walls hung with sUk tapestry in- 
terwoven with gold. 1 he zamorin lay reclined on a 
, 60& covered with*^ white silk interlaced with gold, with 
a rich canopy over his head. He was of a brown com- 
plexion/ a full habit, and appeared* advanced in years.. 
He had on a short coat of 6ne calico^ adorned with 
branches and roses of beaten gold. It was butt(med 
with large pearls, and the butldn-holes were overlaid 
with gold. About his waist was a calico sash whicli 
hung down to his kneesi His head was covered with 
a mitre adorned with jewels J in his ears were jewels 
of the satse kind ; and both his toes and his- iingers 
sparkled with diamond rings. His arms and legs were 
naked, and adorned -with bracelets of gold. In short, 
his dress was most splendid^ and his whole aur noble 
and majestic. 

As the admiral approached the presence of the 
zamorin, according to the custom of the country, he 
xdade three obeisances with his hands above his head. 
His majesty regarded him wjth complacency i bat re- j 
turned the salute by an almost imperceptible motjoo of 
tlJe head. Then making signs for him to advanoe, he 
caused him to be seaited near him 5 and the rest of the 
retinue entering, 'and payibg the same compliment, 
were seated opposite- to^ him-j and were immediately 
furnished With water to cool their hands; the weather 
being very hot, thoi^h the wintef season. The em- 
peror then ordered a collation of tigs aiid jakaa to be 
introduced ; and on their calling for water to [drink, 
a gold cup with a spout was brought them. At the 
same time they were given to* understand, that the na* 
tives think it impolite to touch the vessel with their 
lips, and in compliance with the etiquette they held 
it at some distance above their mouths f but not be* 
ing accustomed to that mode of receiv>ing liquor, it 
either made them cough or sprinkled theijr dotbes; 
which Seemed to be xnattia: of eatertaioment ffx the 
whole court. 
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This repast dispatched^ the emperor ordered De 
Garoa, by bis interpreter^ to lay bis business before 
the pfficers, who wete assembled, that tbegr might 
conuoiunicate it to hho. But the admiral modestly in- 
timated, that he could not recede from the practice of 
the Christian princes of £ufope« which was to give an 
audience to the ambassadors themselves, in the pre« 
sence- of a- few of their connseUors. The zaroorin 
said, that he. approved of this custom ; and ordered 
the admiral to bet conducted into another ap^rtmept 
reseoxbling the fu^t, followed only by his iaterpreteCj, 
his chief bramtn, his betel server, and the comptroll,-) 
er of tl\e household. Being seated on a sofa, he in- 
terrogated the admiral respecting the country he came 
from, and the objects he had in view. To this he re- 
plied, that be was ambassador from the king of Portu-. 
gal, the nu>st potent and opulent monarch of the West | 
who having heard that there were Christian kings in 
the Indies, of whom the king of Calicut was the chiefs 
he had thought fit to send an ambassador to settle a 
trade and amity with him : that the predecessors of the 
king his master had for the space of threescore years 
been attempt in|[ to discover a passage to India by sea ;. 
but that none ot his captains had been able.to accom^. 
plish this great design till now. In confirmatipn.o^. 
the truth of what he advanced, be prono^ised to pro; 
duoe the letters of his sovereign at his next audience ; - 
and observed, that he was coromissioaed to inform his 
majesty, that the king his master was his friend and, 
brother, and hoped^ if his highness accepted of thei 
profiersd friendstiip, ,he would send an a^ibassador to^ 
Portugal to strengthen it. The z^orin rej^iedj that 
nothing could be mote agreeable to ixia^ than suchan, 
allian ce . He then made son^ general inquiries ,re« 
tpecHmg the •pow«^ ^f hia Pprtugu^ majesty y the A' 
stance between Qilicut and Pormg^l 3 .and how long h^ ' 
had been on his voyage.. .. . ... 

It being- now la^, and.the ada>lra]Jdioosing,to )p<^e 
in a iMXise apart from the nadyes^ he ordered Has Indiaa 
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factor to aeebrnpany him^ ai4 provide wl^at Be ^euld 
bave oecaAan for. He was also atfended by t&e cuti* 
yal an<! bis officers } bat a heavy shower falilag, the^ 
were obliged to shelter themselves at the fdctor's^ wha 
oflered to furnish De Giama with a horse $ but^ as he 
had Bo sad^e^ he prefened walking oa foot to bii 
l(^%ings* 

At this moment every thing seemed* to present tiie 
fiitest prospect of honour and advantiige to the Portu- 
guese ; but while the admiral was indwging this plea- 
sant dream, he was on the very brink ef seeing the 
fruits of hfs expectations ravished fram him. Foraii- 
<bble rivals started up to oppose his views. Hie reli- 
gion of Mahomet h&d been introduced by the Tartars, 
imd was as predominant there as Paganism. Thehatrsd 
that the Mnssulmen bore to the Christians animated 
them to revenge 3 andthe^ AjTabs, from several distant 
regions, carrying on a very lucrative commerce in the 
countries of Mogul- and Malabar, the fear of being 
supplanted^ mode them conspire the destruction of their 
new opponents. 

%e admiral being now secured, tjie cutival, through 
the iostigation of die Arabs, made use of various 
arti6ees to get possession- ef the ships likewise : in 
tbis^ however, ufevigilefneeofDeGama disappointed 
them ; aiid> i^er much diflScnky he oiice more got on 
boaid. 

Though the principal in the expedition<did not ven- 
ttue* fo rrusf himself again on shore, Ike gave lus men 
W^etty by turn* to visit the* c?ity, where they were 
kindly recetred- by the Indians, and* merchandised 
without restraint, llie natives, on the other hand, 
^fttly resort^ to die'^ips in boats, and were well en<^ 
lertained by the adn^sral. 

Mattera went en io thi^ than till the leth of An^ 
fmHy when the season' fer letnming being arrived^ De 
Gapia sent Diaz, his &ctor, to the emperor with a-pre^ 
seBi'of scarfir, si&, coral*, andodieir articles, ordering 
)Knp^l«^ ac^uailKt Kt majeBty^Wkh Bit ioteiid^ 
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tare ; and to reqiiest« in caie he should be inclined to 
send an ambassador to Portugal^ that he might be dis- 
patched. He also informed hina, that it was his inten- 
tion to leave his 6ctor and secretary at Calicut with 
the goods he bad there, till the arrival of another fleet 
from the West> and> as a confirmation of his having- 
been in India, begged the zamorin would send thi^ 
king his master a babar of cinnamon, another of 
cloves, and a third of spices, which should be paid for 
out of the first goods disposed of in the country. 

After waiting four days, the factor was admitted to 
the presence of the prince, who, with a severe look, 
asked him what he wanted. Diaz with much trepida* 
tion delivered his message, and was about to offer the 
present, when the zamorin refused to see it, and or- 
dered it to be delivered to his factor -, and then bid hinv 
tell the admiral, that he was at liberty .to depart, if he^ 
wished; but that.he must first, according to the cus- 
tom of the port^ pay him six hundred sbarafins. Diaz, 
however, had no sooner returped to the factorythan 
he was confined there ; and proclamation was made 
thixnigh the city, forbidding any one to go on board 
the fleet, on pain of death. However, Bontaiho had 
the courage to disobey this mandate, and advised the 
admiral to be on his guard, informing him, thiit .the 
Arabs had represented them to the zamorin as pirates; 
and that they came with no other design but to carry 
oft, by force, the merchandize- of the place, and to pry 
into the strength of the nation. Two days afber, some 
boys came on board offering precious stones for sale ;* 
but though the admiral re^rded them, as ^pies, he dis- 
sembled his knowledge of what had passed, andsuf-* 
fered them, to depart, in hopes: of alluring others of 
more consequence on board. This had the desired ef- 
fect ; for the zamorin, concluding from hence that the 
admiral was ignorant of the detention of his factor ^nd. 
secretary, sent pecsons on board to amu^ him, till he> 
could fit out a fleet, or the ^hips of Mecca should ar<*- 
rive^ to Gsqptur^ him* At length six of the princi^. 
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Malabtra, ynih fifteen attendants* coming^ (m. board, 
lie ordered them to be setTOd, and sent back two of the 
boatmen with a letter in the Malabar tongue> demand- 
ing his ^tor and secretary in exchange. Bat not ar*' 
riving so soon as was expected^ the admiral set sail^ 
apd came to an anchor four leagues below Calicut } 
when having waited for three d^^ he.putto^ sea al- 
most out of sight of hmd ; when a boat cams* off to in- 
form him> that hu people were in the zamorin's pa**' 
lace, and would be with him next day. DeGain» 
ixrwlj let them know, that they must instantly, bring 
his men, or letters from them -, and that, if tb^ re- 
turned without either the one or the other, he wmiid 
sini^ them ; and, if they did not return at all> he would 
cut off the heads of those he had seized. As soon as 
the boat was departed with this message, h« steered to- 
wards the shore, and anchored near Calicut. 

Next day seven boats came op to the flag ship, in 
one of which v^ere Dias and the sQcretary« whom the 
natives delivered up> and then retired to 8ome,cU8taBca> 
for the admiral's answex^^ They likewise brought a 
letter fat the king of Portugal, written on a palm-ata 
leaf^ and signed by the zamonm It wa9 couched in 
the subseqptent laconic terms : '* Vasca de Gama, a- 
'* gentleman of thy house^ came^ to my country | of 
'^ whose coming I amghid; In my countiy there is- 
'^ ptoity of cinnamon, doves, pepper, and pcecious 
** stones. The thmgs whichil am desirous of reoeiv- 
^ ing from' thy country, are goldj, silver^ scaiiet^ and 
'' coral." . 

The admiral made no other reply, but that he had 
^ent batk the mms^ and would detain therest titt his 
meychandise- on shpro ^sra* lestored. The ne«t day 
Btot»bocame on boa^d, and told the admiral, that- 
the cotival;, by the king's order, liad mt^ his effects, 
CO pretence that he> was a^Christianv and bad hew'seni 
C98r«-land as a spy by the king of Portugal. He 
Added^ that be^iwas. aware qU this was done at the ini^ 
l^ttvxi qsf. thf» Araha j «94 not donhting bK^, a» tb^y« 
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faad'takenlvs goods^ they vaould next injuie bis person^ 
he had iied for protection. De Ganaa xminediatelj or* 
deredhimitobeweU accommbdated on boards and pro- 
jnis^ tbaty on bis arrival at Portugal, be should mwn 
wth ample recompense for his losses. Aftcr\rarAi 
three almadias arrived with 8car& laid over the bencheSy 
and pretended that they had brought all the goods, and 
therefore demanded that the prtsoners should he lib»- 
xated. The adnural, peroeinriBg that this was no more 
than an artifice, told them he should cany the MaUb- 
bars to Portugal as a confirmation of his discovery | 
and would soon return again to Calicut, when the sa* 
moiin would be satisfied whether the Christians were 
pirates or not, as the Arabs had given out. 

It may be proper to remaric, that Calicut, the first 
acene of Pbrtuguesb adventure in the East, stands m 
the middle of the coast of Malabar^ on an open shore, 
wfaese there is no shelter for European vessels ; but 
4bose of the country being formed of planks, bound 
together with rqies, and fiat-bottomed, are easily 
drawn on shore. Though the city at that time was 
large, the houses were constructed of hurdles, except 
the imperial palaces and temples, which were built of 
atone and lime 5 for, by the existing laws, no other 
structures were allowed of those materials. This city 
was then the grand emporium of India for all kinds of 
spices, drugs, precious stones, calicoes, gold, silver^ 
and other rich commodities. The people were ge- 
nerally Pagans, and paid an implicit obedience to 
their bramins, or priests, as well in secular as in sacred 
afiairs. 

The admiral being becahned, soon after he set sail, 
at aboot a league-s distance from Client, the camorm 
sent sixty tonies filled with soldiers to seiae the ships. 
Providentially a firesh gale springing up, the fleet es« 
caped } but was pursued by the Mdaibbs for an hour 
and upwards. It was ii^le^ fortunate for the IVntu^^ 
guese that they arrived here m the beginning of win« 
ter^ v4tea llMdmpefar'a Ik^t, which wtfs^veqr numa* 

8 
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xo)]s« was laid ap. Had it been equipped, tihef must 
have fallen an easy prey. ' 

Notwithstanding this attempt, the admiral dismissed 
one of the captives, at the first port he touched at, 
with a letter to his sovereign, in which he recaptm- 
lated the snares which had been laid for him by the 
Arabians, apologized for his carrying away the natives, 
and professed the utmost regard for hb ma^ty. He 
promised to exert himself to establish such a league 
between him and the king of Portugal, as would re- 
dound to their mutual interest ; and concluded with 
assuruig him, that the prisoners he had taken with 
him slKmld be well treated, and sent back with the 
next Portuguese fleet to their native land. 

Steering along the coast, De Gama fell in vnth seve- 
ral small islands, from one of which pinnaces came off 
with Hsh and other provisions. The Portuguese received 
these peo|4e kindly, and, having set up a cross on tbe 
shore, named the place Santa Maria. About a week af- 
ter, they cast anchor near six small islands, where he was 
suppli^ with fowls, gourds, and milk. At the same 
time the natives informed htm, that the coun^ 
^abounded with cinnamcm ; which was confirmed by 
tbe report of some Portuguese sent on shore for the 
purpose, who reported that they saw entire woods of 
cinnamon. 

From hence he readied the Ancbediva islands, five 
in number, where the admiral resolved to careen his 
ships. While thus employed, two brigantines appear- 
ed, with drums beating and trumpets sounding, and 
five more were discovered near the shore. The Ma- 
labars said Hhey were pirates, who, under the colour 
of friendship, plundered all the vessels that fell in their 
way. Being tlius apprised of his danger, the admiral 
gave orders to fire on them as soon as they came with* 
in reach of his guns. This unexpected reception made 
them retreat with all possible expedition. 

Among the immense multitudes that crowded to see 
the ships,, came a person appat^ently about forty y^rs 
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of age, and of a different coantry. Insmedialely as 
Jbe landed, he ran up to the admiral; and then to the 
other captains, embracing them with the utmost finni- 
liari^ i and, having made hts compliments in the Italian 
language, told htm he was a Christian, and a pative 
of Italy J that having been taken by pirates ici his youth, 
while accompanying his parents in a voyage to Greece, 
he had run through a variety of misfortunes, and had 
liitherto been deprived of all hopes of visiting his na-> 
tbe land. He informed the adnoiral, that he had been 
Ibrced to enter into the service 6f the Mahometan 
prince, named Sabay, the sovereign of an island at 
twelve leagues distance, named Goa > that he had been 
•bilged to comply with the external forms of the re- 
ligion of Mahomet : but that he was still a Christian 
ID bis heart. He added, that he was prime minister 
and confidant of his sovereign ; and hearing that there 
were certain strange ships at Calicut, wbos^ crews 
were clothed ftom head to foot, and spoke a language 
unknown in the Indies, he judged them to be Chris- 
tians, and entreated Sabay to permit him to visit them > 
which he had not only granted, but ordered him to 
acquaint them, that whatever his kingdom produced 
waa at their service. He concluded with desiring, that 
tlid^ wooid favour him with a cheese to send to a com- 
panion of his on shore, as a pledge of the friendly re« 
ceptioB he had met with. 

Though this gave the admiral just grounds for sus- 
picion, he nevertheless ordered him a cheese and two 
loaves $ which the stranger accordingly sent on shore, 
and continued his conversation with De Gama, with 
ar> ihquisitive minuteness which still rendered him the 
more suspected. The admiral's brother, taking an 
opportunity, inquired of some of the natives who this 
singular person was ; and received for answer, that he 
was a pirate, and had visited other ships that hnd been 
on the coast. De Gama, b^ing apprised of this, or- 
dered him to be carried on board and whipped, in or* 
der to obtain a confession of his situation and inten- 

VOL. I. M 
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tioos. This pttniiihtnent having do eSsct,' he infao* 
nui^ caused faim to be hoWted up foy a puliey, in a 
moat tndeoent and excniciadog fona. After he bak 
beea lifbd up m this maimer the finirth time» he co»> 
ivssed, that he was a Polish Jew ; and that Sskoy, me* 
jdifiscmg an attack on the Portuguese ships, iiad seat 
bira to ascertain tbeur strength and mode of ^hda^; 
This having some verisimilitude, the admiral then seat 
him under the hatches, and had him cured of the in* 
jury he had received ; telling him, for his consobtioo, 
duKt he did not design to make a slave of him, but 
-vonld cany him to Portugal, to furnish the king with 
what information had fallen under his notice in the 
cxiuntry. Being afterwards used with kindness^ he 
was baptised under the name of Jasper de G uma, and 
tondered essential services to the Portuguese. 

It was on the 5th of October that De Ganoa left 
this coast, and directed his course for Melinda. la 
this long passage he experienced an alternation of 
•fitorms, calms, and contrary winds ; and his men be** 
came so tainted with the scurvy, that pest of mariaen 
on distant voyage, that nctf more than sixteen rtien in 
«ach ship were fit for service. To prevent tfaeu: over* 
-shooting Melinda, they dropped anchor every night 
When they had arrived within ten It* agues of that city, 
eight laige boats, filled with soldiers, appeared steer* 
ing towards the ships ; but, on receiving the first fir^ 
•they tacked about and fled. 

The admiral experienced the same friendly reception 
at Melinda as he had done in his passage out.. Hav« 
xng^taid five days to take in refresh uients, andre« 
•cetved on board an ambassador from the king to his 
Portuguese majesty, he burned one of his ships, the 
St. Raphael, and distributed the men among the other 
two. Indeed, with such a reduced number of hands, 
it would have been impossible to navigate thexti alL 

De Gama reached Zanzibar, a pretty large islaiyl in 
6 deg. stmth latitude, on the 27th of February. The 
prhice, though a Mahometan, coiirteously entertained 
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tke Fertugneie, . aod i^mished them vkh what sup- 
plies his territories produced. Kothiog: lHq>peoed : 
worthy a[ Tesmk till the 2^ of Aprils vrheu thej 
agaiD doubled the Cape e^ Good Hope^ that grand 
terrier which h^d m long been r^arded as the ne phis 
ultra of Bavigaiioii. They xiow directed their ce«irsK» 
to Uie niaiid (^ St. J^go -, ba% the two ships being sepa- 
laied by a violent ^rni,. the comnaander o^' the fier-*: 
710 J, anxious to ca^ry the earliest intelligence of the dis» 
covet ies to the king;, sailed directly for Ltsbo^l^ and oa 
th^ <ith of July pul ii^o Cuscai^. The admiral^ havings 
iMuchcd at St. jago, le& his ship to be refitted^ and» 
aatliitg fr< m Uience in a hired caraval^ arrived safe at 
Bel^^m in September, 1499, *^^^^ ^ ^^^^ voyage of two. 
j&a^ aofl two asonthsj with the loss of more thaa half 
his oieu.. 

On his landing* every mark of honour waa paid 
lam, every demonstratioij of joy attended his diacer* ^ 
veries. The kiug sent several geatlemen to conduct 
iun toccAirt ; and immense crowds through which h» 
passed joined in the tribute of congratuSatioo- He, 
'was honoured with tlie title of Don ; he was peroiitted: 
ta quarter the royal arms, and had. an annual pension of 
three thousand ducats assigned him. The other cap* 
tains leceived. likewise honours and rewards ; and thia 
lUsgit «o liherai to, others, madeamost^xtnwagatitap« 
propriation to. himself. In addition to his fbrner d^« 
sciipiion, he' assumed the lofty title of Lord of the 
Conquest and Navigation pi Ethiopia Arabia, Persia, 
md the Indies. Public thanksgivings were offered up 
throughout Portugal for the success of this discovery ^ 
and ieasts and entertainments were generally cele* 
brated. Even those who had long opposed the desigju 
as impracticable, now grew ashamed of th^ir opposi- 
^00, and became zealpusi in the cause they had once 
fODtemned. 

if we compare the dispoyeries of Cpjumbus and De 
Gama^ the palm of navigation must be allowed to the 
fopa^r. Columbus discovered a n^y Y^9Tld by a jjia^ 
M 2 
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never attempted, and which his own ongitial mind 
alone su^ested : De Gama only prosecuted and com- 
pleted the discoveries of others -, he knew there was a 
country to which he was bound, though the road had 
never been traced; and he met wim few novelties 
which he mt^t not reasonably expect to find. — To Co- 
lumbus, every thing was new. • If we compare their 
respective discoveries in their importance and conse- 
quences, the general decision of the judgment will 
probably be in favour of that of Cdumbus. The East 
IS only the hot-bed of luxury, the enervating soil where 
man dwindles into the slave, or arn)gates to himself 
the power of a tyrant. America presents a field in its 
great variety of climate, where the human powers may 
one day perhaps expand beyond their present limits ; 
and the ingenuity of man^ sharpened by the necesaty 
of labour and industry, may explore new paths of sci- 
ence, and open new avenues to happiness and enjoy- 
ment. From this favourable representation, however, 
we must for ever exclude the greatest part of th^ 
American Islands, or, as they are called, the West 
Indies. Similar causes will always produce similar ef- 
fects. The same climate and some of the same pro- 
ductions distinguish both the East and West In^ ; 
but if wo estimate the happiness and the comforts cf 
iB^n, for which alone countries were made^ we shaH 
})ere fiqd the East preferable to the West. 



VOYAGE OF 
PEBRO ALVAREZ DE CABRAL, 

TO TUB 

EAST INDIES. 



OF ib^ genUeiv^Q wfao eqndncted t&i& mst^\ikm^ 
lidle seems to be ko^wn. It caooot> bDwevM-^. 
\^ doub^, but be xsmi bave been a mm of Tt»M^ and 
hjg^y distinguished ia bis pco&9aion. Tabiio^ 39 wa 
9h3U «e» in tbe $eq\iel, Portugal i» indebtiefi&x the dk7 
covefy ef Bi^ii, so that De Cabrail is eptifdeii IQ nmk^ 
U least, mth Ajooericus Ve«^utlus 9% Cabot 

Qui tbe arrival, of IJe, Ganfta ftoija bid v^jragj^,. wfaick 
^d open tbe ]in^«6> expeetatiga was highly raised^ 
aoid i| W2«i iimoQdiatejy «etigIyed4Qpro8eci>it9>ibe.a4> 
vantaf^aju^tdiacki^ed to mw^ witb a^dwty afidtptc«« 
severaoice. I* Qr this porpose^ tbirteQO v^^sel^. of dimr«« 
CDt SKses we»Q fitted ood and tbe ceounaod was pveflu 
to Fedr^ Alvami d^ Cabi^al. Hi» fevce cpoabt^i cdE 
one thousand two hundred men j exclusive of eigbL 
t^jraiufts^aafnaiis^ eagjil oba^ns, aindafiibaplAiiiiiiia- 
jQ^. This, pars of the comptemQnt niay QWDst a smto^r. 
rar,. tibough these i:eligio\^. migh^ b.«b able: t^, posacb^ 
bew could tbef mak€^ tb^^pseWes ui^at^^d ^ UolMr 
tbey badt pesMs^ Uu; giit €d£ tQQgv«9s». tbew labouaai 
in tbia siiage ei fte ioJ;ercom9e betwieen Eujnofe. «aA> 
tbe £a«t i^oeust have beefi eiU^er 9M^tot;[j9 or. ndi-r 
culoitf. ikiwevQr^ like: 4b» ^^^idiea «C i{abM»B(»^ 
M a 
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they had orden to convwt by argainent or fay tto 

sword. 

Cabral, at bU departure, Teceived from the king the 
flag of the cmss, and was instructed, that, in case the 
zamorin of Calicut voluDtarily consented to the settling 
of a factory, he was privately to be influenced agmn^t 
ifiiflering the Arabians to participate in the trade ; and 
in that condition it was to be represented, that Portugal, 
by its imports, would supply all his demands on the 
most moderate terms j and, by its exports^ take off 
the noanufactures of his pountry to advantage. This 
was the grand outline of instruction for the conduct of 
the commodore. 

On the gtb o£ March, 1500^ the fleet set sail; and 
having passed the island of St. Jago, they met with a vio- 
lent storm which dispersed theships^ and obliged one of 
them to put back to Lisbon. Having collected his 
squadron again, with the above exception, be pro- 
ceeded on his voyage, and steered to the south-west, te 
keep clear of tlie coast of Guinea. Sailing io this 
course, on the 24th of April one of the sailois disco* 
vered land, to the inexpressible joy and surprise of the 
admiral. The pilots could not imagine that it was a 
continent, but took it for a large island. They, howr . 
ever, cruised along the coast^for a whole day, and then 
ventured oti shore, where they found an infinite num- 
ber pf people entirely naked ; and neither resembling 
the negroes nor the East Indians. The party that had 
landed made a report, that there was safe anchorage 
in the vicinity 5 on which the fleet approached to the 
land.. 

The. natives taking alarm at this unusual appearance 
retired to the hills, and seemed to watch the motion* 
of the Portuguese. Just as they were going to launch 
their boats,, in order to attempt some intercourse with 
them, a sudden storm drove the ships from their an- 
chors, and parried them down the coast to a harbour 
which th^ cabled Puerto Seguro, or Safe Harbour. 
Here two Indians wers secured^ and^ being clothed by 
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De Cabrars order/ were presented with small mirrors; 
brass rings and bells, and sent on shore. On this^ a 
gveat concourse of the inbatMtants came down to tlie 
shore singing, dancing, sounding horns^ and leaping 
in all the exultation of joy. 

- These favourable appearances prompted the adrairri 
to land ; and, it being jh^aster-day, an altar was erected 
under a tree, where the Portuguese sang mass. The* 
Indiana peaceably approached them, knelt with the- 
Portuguese, imitated all thdr gestures, and listened 
with attention to a sermon which was delivered on 
the occasion. 

This discovery seemed of so great importance, that 
the admiral immediately dispatched a ship to Portugal, 
with advice. This intelligence was highly acceptable 
to the motlier country 5 and, though Brazil has seen va*' 
xiotts revolutions and changes since its first discovery, 
it has long remained the most valuable appendage pf 
his Faithful Majesty. A free intercourse was instantly 
established between the natives and the Portuguese in 
De CabraVs squadron ; they visited each other, and inter- 
changed civilities without the reserve of suspicion. 

T& country produced maize and cotton, and ap- 
pealed abundantly fertile. A stone cross was erected 
to denote possession f whence this colony was at first 
called Santa Cruz, but its name was afterwards changed 
to Brasil, from the trees so called in which it abounds. 
The fertility and beauty of the soil are not superior to 
the salubrity of the climate, for here the natives live 
to a very extended age. Several large rivers and an 
infinite number of delightful streams water this coun- 
try. The plains are spacious, and the whole face of 
nature beautifully diversified. 

At this period the natives were strangers to every 
Jfiod of learning, and restrained by no laws but thoae 
of nature. 1 hey had no superior, except when they 
were engaged in war. On such occasions, the man 
most distinguished for bravery was elevated to the rank 
of general. Few of them wore any dress^ except on 
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the head/which was adorned with plumet aT^ftaftefL . 
Some sdso wore feather ornaments from the vmst to the 
luiee. The women seemed to pride themselves in oomb- 
ing and dressing their hair, while the men weieahavBl 
from tlie forehead to the crown. Such as afiSacted 
finery suspended stones of variotis cdoars, and some- 
times shells, iinom their ears, nostrils, and lips. Tb^ 
were very dexterous archers, and their arrows, bdn^ 
pointed with fish bones, were capable of doing muck 
execntion. Hunting was their principal sizpport ^ ai 
fi>r agriculture, it was scarcehr aftteaded to. Tbef 
had boats, made of the bark of trees, large enough to 
contain thirty men ; and while <me party oo boani 
paddled these vessels along, another beat the water t» 
disturb the fishes, which, risiz^ to the suEface, werv 
caught in large calibashes. 

Their dweUings were small wooden huts, thatdwdl 
with reeds, and surrounded with peliaadoes. Sev€Bd 
families, comiected by the ties of fnendship, lived 
within the same indosure ; and between thiom th& 
modt affectionate regard, in general, subsisted. Dk 
vorces were allowed tor the roost trifling ofieooe , and. 
if the wives proved uniaithfiil, they might eitber be 
killed or sold for slaves. 

Anrong a people where mamnfatturea and com« 
merce were scarcely known, much activity of body or 
of mind could not be expected. They, however, in- 
dulged in feasting, singing, and dancing, in thdc 
dances they displayed h'ttle agility. Having Ibrmed a 
ring, instead of varied motions, thev reooained om lh» 
same spot, beating die ground with tlieir feet, aadi 
keeping measure with their songs, which were conn 
posed to celebrate their own exploits. Whii& one se^ 
was thus employed, another kept plying them with li- 
quor till they could stand no longer j and then siux 
ceeded in their turn. 

To revenge an injury, or an insult, was the oialy^ 
pretext for war. These people never tKought- of eiv 
larging their territories, but «)ly of de£rnding them* 
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Their prisoners were treated with that want of gene- 
rous feeling which distinguishes uncivilized nations ; 
and, froni various testimonies, there is too much rea- 
son to believe, that they neither thought it unlawful 
or improper to kill and eat them. Yet^ we must not . 
credit all that is said on this subject : the aboriginal 
Brasilians, though uncultivated^ were naturally mild ; 
and we should hope, in general^ abhorrent of such de- 
testable crimes. 

The only enemy that molested the repose of tlie 
Brasilians was a wild and savage race inhabiting the 
mountains. Among this people, murder was the only 
punishable crime, and life for life the usual expiation. 
But if the murderer escaped, his nearest relations were 
cleliTered up as slaves to the heirs of the deceased j; 
when all resentment ceased. 

Among the Brasilians, superstition had long pre- 
vaHed and taken deep root. Omens were observed, 
and sorcery practised by a particular order oi men, 
who were held in high veneration, and consulted on 
all emergencies. These persons generally carried an 
arrow, at the extremity of which hung a caltbash, 
within which they kindled the leaves of a certain 
plant, stioit inhaling the smoke by their nostrils, soon 
became intoxicated. They then rolled their eyes and 
threw their bodies into a variety of contortions j otter- 
ing an unconnected jargon of sense and nonsense, 
which the deluded spectatcaii considered as the effect of 
divine inspiration. These impostors were constantly 
attended by the credulous muUitode with everv mark of 
respect and joy 3 and neither married nor single females' 
were thought to be dishonoured by their embraces. 

Such are the accounts transmitted to us of the in- 
habitants of Brasil, when it was first known to Euro- 
peans. De Cabial left here two convicts, whose sen- 
fenoe had been changed to transportation, and of 
whom be had several on board. These were kindly 
used by the Indians -, and one of the«i aec^iring tbci 
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Ifinguage w^ long useful to his countiy in the capacitf 
of ioteqpreter. 

Setting ^ail from the coast c£ Brasil> the fleet steered 
for the Cape of Good Hope, and met the iisaal co&* 
comitaais of that coast, stonns and tempests. Fos 
the first time they saw a water-^ut, on Che 28th of 
May^^nd, Wing unacquainted with this phsenomeDon, 
<;onsidered it as an Indicaltioa of i^ilr weather ; hot sud- 
denly such a terrible hurricane arose, that four of the 
ships were dashed against each other, smA, with.eveij 
person on board, sank, without the possihUkyflfgraot- 
iqg them selief. Among tlKMe who ^mnd a waterf 
l^ave was the oekbrat^ Bartholomew Dia^, who had 
lirst doubled the Cape, and pav^ the way to the In* 
dies. The remainder of the fleet was half filled with 
water ; and for the space of two days they had fm 
^ther prospect tiuui of following the fate of their un- 
fortunate oonopanioos^ Qa the third da^ the wind 
seemed to abat^ ^ but it was only durii^ the iatervsil of 
ijts veering to another point, from whence it began t» 
blow wkh increased violence, and the waves to sweli 
to thp bright of mountains. This dreadful tempest^ 
^sted twjsnty days, in all its horrors^ while evsery mo* 
03ei»^ threatened deiithj but at laagth moderating, 
tibey found that tbey bad passed the Cope of Qood 
Hope> During this storspi tbe ships had beea sepe- 
jited^ iiat (ifterwards all joined company save one« 
1* bici^, 9fter incredible disasters, at i^t reached Fortn^ 
gal with only six men aiive- 

The admiral feU in with the ooast (^ Africa in 27 
deg. south latitude, and had a piospect of a countiy 
pleasant and full of ^ocks. But the natives dectining 
tp liafo any commerce with him, he cniized along the 
cp^st. Coming in sight of some islfmds near the omh 
tinent, be observed two slups at anchor, which, slip- 
ping their gables, endeavoured to jescape^ but were 
^ptured by the Portuguese in spite of all tlieir e^ 
fyrts. Pe Cabml^ pp ukin|; possession of thcii^ bo*' 
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log infonned tliat thdy bdongied to a prince allied to 
the kkig of Mdinda^ and that \bty were proceeding 
ftotn' the gold mineA of Soi^Uj dismissed them un« 
touched, out of conipliment to a s^yrereign who bad 
abown himself so partial to the Portuguese. 

The adrntral touched at Mosambique, and, jH-ondinj^ 
liifliself with a pilot, eontintied his course to Quiloa. 
Seing arrived there, he dispatched a messenger to 
SM-ahim, the fcmg, infiMmmg him that he had letters 
Ibr him from his Bortugnese majesty, in terms of 
fijead^ip and aiHance; and that, as his* royaU master 
iiad expressly forbid him to go on sbosre, he hoped his 
majesty would honour him with an interview oti thp 
water. Ibrahim received the communicm ion with sen* 
sIbJe pleasure, and instantly forwarded ^ome presents 
to the commander, with a promise of meeting hint 
next day. Accordingly, he came in a richly orna- 
mented vessel, attend^ by a large retinne splendidly 
dressed, and armed with swords and daggers, the hihs 
of which sparkled with diamonds, while the whole 
harbour resounded with the music of Antes and 
trumpets. 

De Cabral was att^tive to receive his majesty with 
tuitable honours ; he saluted him with the great gunsj 
and ordering all his officers, dressed in their richest 
uniforms, to attend him in their respective bcjats, he 
proceeded in his own barge to the vessel in which the 
king was seated. Mutual compliments passed : he de- 
livered his royal masttt-'s letters written in Arabic, and 
communicated the particulars of his embassy, which 
the king heard with much satisfaction ; and replied, 
that he should henceforth consider Emanuel as his bro- 
ther, and promote his interest with zeal. It was also 
pgreed, that the next day a deputy should be sent on 
riiore to ratify the treaty, arid this interview ended with 
the most promising api^earances of a cordial and ad- 
^•antageous alliance between the contracting nations. 
But these -prospects were suddenly blasted by the art- 
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ful insinuation^ of the Arabian merchants, vhore^ffe* 
lented the Portuguese sis a setof sanguinary pirates, who, 
under the mask of friendship, plotted to deprive the 
king of his passessions, and ravage his country. These 
insinuations were so powerfully addressed to the coa« 
viction of the African prince, that he laid aside att 
thoughts of confirming the proposed allianceydnd set 
about putting his city in a posture of defence. This un- 
pleasant news being communicated to De Cabral by 
the king of Melinch*s brotlier, who was at that time at 
Quiloa, he resolved to prosecute bis voyage, and to 
confute his enemies by his conduct. 

The dominions of Ibrahim were of great extent. 
They reached nearly four hundred leagues along the 
coast, from 'Cape Corientes almost to Mombassa. 
These territories were populous and full of towns, and 
a number of islands on the coast were tributary. The 
king and his subjects were Mahometans. Quiloa was 
a place of great trade, particularly in the gold of ^' 
£]la, on which accouot there was a great resort of mer- 
chants from Arabia FeliK aod other regions. The ships 
here, as was customary on this coast, were built with- 
out nails, and wild frankincense was employed instead 
of pitch. 

From Quiloa the admiral steered for Melinda. As 
soon as he (iropped anchor, he saluted the town with 
all hisprdnance, and set on-shore the ambassador, who 
had visited the court of Portugal, attended by some 
Pfjrtuguese, who carried rich presents and a letter from 
king Emanuel. The presents were so satisfactory to 
his majesty/ that next day he made his appearance 
on a horse riclily caparisoned with furniture received 
from Portugal ^ and in this style proceeded to the sea- 
side, where the admiral met him with his officers in 
tlieir boats ; and the most friendly interview took place. 
But notwithstanding the pressing solicitations of the kingi 
tlie admiral declinol making any long stay. He, how- 
ever, left two exiles, who were ordered, if possible, to 
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penetrate to Elhiopia, vhere fame bad reported there 
was a Christian prince^ andto mform themselves of the 
manners and custom^ of hia people. 

On the 7ih of August De Cabralset sail from Me« 
linda with a fair wind, and touched at the Anchediva , 
Islands ; where waiting a few days, in vain, for the 
ships of Mecca, he renewed his voyage, and on the 13th 
of September castandior near Calicut A number of 
boats with provisions soon visited him ; and afterwards 
some of the principal naires, with a message from the 
zainorin, expressive of the pleasure he felt at his arri- 
val, and with proffers of the stncerest friendship. On 
this the admiral warped his ships nearer the city, and 
seat off the four Malabars, whom De Gama had carried 
away^ with a messenger to demand a safe-conduct. 
The natives, seeing their countrymen return in good 
health and well dressed after the Portuguese fashion, 
began to entertain favourable sentiments of their visi- 
tors. The emperor too showed great signs of satis- 
faction, though lie would not immediately admit them > 
to his presence. He, however, gave free permission 
for every person to come on shore. The admiral on 
this sent Alonzo Hertido, with an interpreter, to in- 
form the zamorin, that he was commissioned to settle 
a trade and friendship with him, the sole view of his 
coming ^ and therefore requested hostages, that he 
might personally wait on his majesty. The cutival 
and one of the principal naires were named by De 
Cabral as the persons he should wbh to be sent on 
board. 

To this the emperor objected, on account of their 
age and infirmities, and nominated others 5 while the 
Arabs strenuously exerted themselves to prevent his 
trusting any: but after three days' deliberation, the za- . 
morin, elated with the prospect of con^tAl^cial advnn- 
tage»« dispatched the hostages. The admiral, having 
dclega ed his «omnnand to Sancho de Toar during his 
abseace, and left directions to entertain the hostages 
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wirti respect, but not to deliver them up on any pre- 
t^ce, resolved to -wait on his maj^ssty on shore. 

This being settled, several of the principal naires, 
with a large retinue and a banded music; were sent to 
conduct the admiral on shore ^ who being informed 
that the emperor wmted for him in a pavilion near the 
shore, set out with ail possible state, acconspanied by 
his officers' and the boats of the fieet. The hostages 
expressed a reluctance to enter the ships .tin they saw 
the admiral landed, being apprehensive of some trea- 
chery. Ditfing this dispute, De Cabra) stepped ob 
shore, where many principal naires waltt^ for him j 
and was immediately seated in a chair, and, with all 
his train, carried to the serama> a kind of lodge co- 
vered with tapestry, at the furtlief end of which sat 
the zamorin, cross-legged, on a cushion, in an alcove, 
from the top of whidi hung a cloth of state of crim- 
son velvet. 

Nothing could be naore splelndidi or more rich, than 
the dress of the zamorin. His head was covered with 
a cap of gold cloth ; and fiom his ears depended brilli- 
ants composed of diamonds, sapphires, and pearls. 
Kound his waist he wore a piece of white calico em- 
broidered with gold : the rest of his body was naked. 
His arms, from the dbow to the wrist, were loaded 
with bracelets of the most costly stones j his fingers 
and toes were covered with rings, and on his great toe 
- was a ruby of the brightest lustre. But all this was 
surpassed by the richness of his girdle, which was 
wholly covered with precious stones set in gold, and 
cast a dazzling lastre. Near the eniperor stood a chair 
of state 5 and his litter was entirely composed of gold 
and silver sprinkled with jewels. There were also 
tlniee golden trumpets and seventeen of silver^ the 
mouths of which were set with gems 5 and silver 
lamps and censers smoked with the sweetest per- 
fumes. At some little distance from the zamorin stood 
his two brothers^ tod a^littiie flirther off a tnun etpMes, 



The adtnital, on bia admission; intended to have 
kiss^ the 2aqaorin*8 band -, but being informed tbat 
tbat was not tb^ etiquette^ be desisted i and was seated 
in SLcheu next bis majesty, tbe highest honour that 
could be shown him. He then delivered bb letters of 
credcax^, written in Arabic -, which being read^ be next 
communicated his message, importing, that the king 
of Portugal was anxious to cultivate a friendship with 
tbe zamorinf aod to be permitted to settle a factory at 
Calicut* which should be constantly supplied wltb Eu- 
ropean eomaoodities 5 and requested Cbat, either b^ 
way of exchange or for money, he might be allowed 
to lade fasa ships willi sfMceS. Tbe teems of this em- 
bassy appeared highly datteriog to tbe xamora ; and 
he informed the admiral^ that his master should be wel« 
conae to whatever bis city supplied. 

While the conference was goLn^ on, fte presents 
«were introduced. They conristed of a wrought silTer 
bason ^lt> a fountain of die same> a sU%'er cup with a 
gilt cover, two wedges of gold, £iur cusbions, two 
cloths of gold, and two of crimson velvet, a cloth of 
state, of Striped velvet, laced with gold,. a very fine 
carpet, and two rich pieces of arras. 

After tbe audienoe, the zamorin told the admiral, 
that he might either retire to tbe ships or lodgings; 
that he must send for the hostages, who, being unac- 
customed to the sea, be was certain would neitiier eat 
nor drink on board ; but adding, that if he came next 
day to conclude tbe negotiation, they should be again 
committed as pled^ for his security. 

This auspicious beginning was in danger of being 
blasted by some unreasonable jealousy on both sidei. 
Tbe adm'u:al having reached the seaside, a servant be- 
longing to one of tbe hostages went before in a pin- 
nace, by order of some of tbe zamorin*s officers of 
st^te, to acquaint them that tbe admiral was coming 
on board. This they no sooner heard, than they leaped' 
into the sea, in order to get off in the pinnace ; but 
pome of tbcm were retaken. Tbe j:est, however, got 
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off} and among them the cutival. In the interim the 
admiral coming on board, ordered those who had 
been retaken to be put under the hatches^ and sent 
to the emperor to complain of the condoct of the 
rest ; promising to deliver up those he had detained, 
as soon as his men on shore and baggage were re* 
stored. 

This shows that neither party yet thought it advis- 
able to trust the other. Kext day, however, the za- 
morin with one thousand two hundred men cnnie 
down to the water-side, and sent on board the admiral's 
men and baggage, and no Jess than thirty pinnaces at- 
tended to fetch back the hostages. While they were 
hesitating, on both sides, about the delivery, the eldest 
of the pledges and another person jumped overboard. 
One of them was again recovered, and was ordered 
to be closely watched i but no reqursition being made 
of him in three days, and the admiral observing that 
he could not be bronght to eat, at last dismissed bini ,- 
on which| two Portuguese^ stiU on shore^ wet^ seut 
back. 

Some days after tliis elapsed without any intelligence 
from the emperor j on which the admiral resolved to 
send a messenger, to learn if he was disposed to iinish 
the treaty begun 5 in whi^h case he proposed to send his 
chief factor on shore, provided hostages were delivered 
as before. Fear and suspicion had, however, so strongly 
possessed all on board, that Francisco Correa was the 
only person who would engage to deliver the message. 
On his landing, he was handsomely received, and the 
zamorin told him, that it would give him pleasure to 
have the trade settled, and made no diJigculty in trust- 
ing the Portuguese with hostages. He nominated, as 
his pledges, the two nephews of a rich Guzerat mer- 
chant, who ware immediately sent on board 5 and an 
elegant house was provided for Ayfes Correa, the fac- 
tor, in which he might lodge his merchandise. The 
grandfather of the hostages was further appomted to 
iustruct tlie factor in the customs at)d usages of the 
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pomioerce of the country. However, the Gazers^t 
ro^chant having a predilection for tiie Arabian traders^ 
fold the Portuguese commodities at what price was of- 
fered, and advised Correa to give as much for the mer-t 
chand'ise of India as was ask^. Whenever the factor 
bad an audience of the zamortUi some of the Arabiau 
merchants were present to counteract his measures; 
and they even prevailed on the admiral of Calicut tq 
proceed to some steps indicating bostilities. 

De Cabral, acquainted with these. movemeqt9> and 
apprehensive that he might be attacked by the iniperia^ 
fleet if he remained in the haibour, weigbe4 anchoc 
^d stood out to sea^ that he might deliberate iu se^ 
curity on what was to be done. The zamorin, on this^^ • 
sent for Correa^ aod> being apprised of the reasons that 
induced De Cabral to l^ve the harbour, desired ho 
would request his return, and gave prompt orders for 
frustrating the machinations of the Arabians. He also 
removed the Guzerat merchant from his attendanqe oa 
Correa, and substituted another person, named Cose* 
t^equiu, whoi though a Turk, was partial to the Porta* 
guese.. And to prevent tlie factor from being inler« 
rupted by the Arabian mercliants, and to give him ^q 
equal opportunity of trading to advantage, he bestowed 
on him the perpetuity of a house near the sea«side« 
This deed of gift was confirmed by signing and seaho^ 
an inatrument, which was afterward wrapped up in 
doth of gold, for the admiral to carry to Portugal, in 
confiimation of his amicable intentions* The emperor 
also ordered, that a ^g, with the arms of Portugal* 
should be fixed on the top of this edifice. After |ki» 
unequivocal mark of tlie zamorin's pleasure, a com* 
mercial intercourse began to commeiM^e between the; 
natives and the Portuguese^ and their &tf oxer jealousie^ 
seemed to die away* 

WUle these transactions were going on, De Cabra^ 

vqs made acqua'mted, that a large Ceylonese ship, witiv 

several elephants on board, was bound to Gambaya,^ 

^ that^ Uie cowtv^nder having tdmeA to acoommo'i 

n3 
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date the zamoirin with one of those animak, it vdqM 
be a gratefbl piece of service if the Portuguese wovild 
capture the vessel. This seems neither veiy hooour- 
able Dor politic ; but the admiral, to obl%e the za- 
morin, gave him to underBtand that he would attack 
the ahip^ though he represented the attempt as danger- 
ous. Sensible^ however^ of his own superiority, he 
allotted onl)^ one ship for this enterprise, and gave tiie 
command to Pedro Attaida. S^rce were the Portu- 
guese piepared fi^r the engagement, when the ship ap- 
peared, while the zamorin waited the event with ear- 
nest impatience. Attaida instantly bore down upon 
her, till his guns could bear with effect ; and, opening 
upon the Ceylonese, killed a number of the men be- 
lore they were near enough to do him any damage, and 
compelled them to endeavour to save themselves by 
flight. Night coming on, they escaped into the har- 
bour of Cananore ; but finding they had not eluded 
the pursuit of the Portuguese, they again put to sea, 
and the engagement being renewed, they were forced 
into the harbour of Calicut, and secured. This en- 
gagement gave the zanoorin a very exalted idea of the 
bravery of the Portuguese, who with one small ship 
attacked anoth^er of six times the magnitude and mtm** 
ber of men -, and he lavishly published his sentiments 
0D the occasion. 
That malice/ which had always been nuikling in the 
' bieast of the Arabians against the Portuguese, was now 
•xacei bated by envy* They waited on the emperor in 
a body, and, with affected zeal, represented the coa« 
cem they felt at seeing his maiesty^s partiality for the 
straoigers, while he evinced little regard for those 
whose long* tried fidelity and support had entitled them 
to his entire confidence. Tliey insinuated, that the 
Portuguese must infallibly be pirates i as it was impos- 
sible the fair profits of trade could enable them to take 
such distant voyages. They boldly affirmed, that it 
was the de.siffn of the new comers to take possession of 
the city and plunder the country; that their factory 
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wottld soon be converted to a fort ; and, in fac, if hi» 
majesty was determined to give such a distinguished 
preference to the Portuguese^ it was their own inten- 
tion to remove to some other town on the coast of Ma* 
labar, and caiTy their commerce with them. 

The suggestions of these merchants, thoo^ origi* 
nating from spite, have partly been vended by succeed- 
ing events. I'he foctory has too of^en been coDverted 
into a fort ; and the simple natives have M\ea viGtimi 
to the avarice or ambition of ungrateful Europeans^' 
whom they were eager to oblige. On recording the 
establishment of the first factory in In^a, we feel the 
full force of tliis reflection. Hotv much misery has 
the thirst for mono|x>ly, or the love of conquest, 
gpread over some of the most fertile countries df the*" 
earth ! 

The zamorin, to pacify the importunity of the Ara- 
bians, assured tiiem of his invariable friendship, and 
that he would not desert their interests, ^e observed,- 
that he was desirous of trying the courage of the Portu- 
guese in the late conflict, and that it was for his own 
advantage, and that of his country, to encourage their 
commercial intercourse. The merchant s were Jar from 
being satisfied with those reasons, and were mote ir- 
ritated against the Portuguese than ever. They pub- 
licly oppo^ them, as far as they dared, in tlje pur* 
chase of spices ; and though the emperor himself had 
engaged that the Heet should be laden In twenty dap, 
three months elapsed belbre two ships had laid in thehc 
full complement. 

The admiral naturally suspected that this delay 
could nnt arise but from the coosent or connivance of 
the zamorin, and therefore sent to complain that, con- 
trary to the professions which had been made, the Ara- 
bian ships were supplied with great fiacilify and expe-> 
dition, while the Portuguese had constant impediments 
thrown in their way. This remonstrance roused - the 
emperor to assert his authority ; he expressed his asto- 
nishment, that the Arabs should dare to disobey his 
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oommands) by a clandestine patcbase of apices^ and 
ordered that ti)e Portuguese should have their lading 
completed out of (he stores accumijlated by them, pay<i 
ing» however, a fair price for w^t was thus wrested 
out of the hands of the Eastern merchants. 

1 his aict of sovereign power gave the Arabians the 
opportunity which they long wished for, of coming to 
an open rupture with the Portuguese. Immediately 
one of the principal persons among them began pub- 
licly to take in his lading, and, the better to succeed 
in his scheme, formed a cabal with some of his coun- 
tiymen, and such of the natives as were most friendly 
to the new interest, who persuaded the £Eictor, that it 
yras his duty, in conformity to the imperial mandate, 
to aeize these spices. Correa, caught by this specious 
advice, recommeDded to the admiral to capture the 
ship; ' At first he declined it, apprehensive of the con- 
aeqnences: but, on reiterated applications, and the 
factor engagiog to answer for any danger that might 
arise, De Cabral sent to inform the captain that he 
must not depart without his permission. But the Ara. 
bian.^, as was concerted among them, disregarding this 
threat, the admiral commanded his officers to arm the 
boata, aiid tow tlie vessel, which was under sail, back 
again into the fasu'bouf . The owner, a person of great 
"Wealth and influence, highly enraged at this proceed* 
ing, though he had planned it^ assembled his friends 
and adherents, and, repairing to the palace, grievously 
complained, that the Portuguese, after having amassed 
more spices and drugs than they had, w^re yet discon- 
tented, and, like robbers and pirates, >ivished to seize 
the whob. They therefoce deqianded p^rn^ssion to 
redress themselves, and to execute revepge for 4he in* 
jury. The resolution oC the zamorin, which had con- 
stantly been £uctuatii^, now gave way to th^se repre- 
sentations; and he intimated (hat they might satisfy 
themselves. 

1 his fatal compliance with iheir wishes being 6b« 
tallied, they hastened back to a994ult; lb?, factory. The 
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Wxills of this building were ten ft-et high, and, irt tMs 
time, seventy men, including tlic iViars, were within 
its bounds ; but, exclusive of tfaelr swords, they bad 
only a fow cross-bows. A «na)l party of Arabs^t first 
advancing, the Portuguese hoped to be able to Meind 
their gates. But the numbers of the assailants rapidly 
increasing; and the Portuguese having alreirdy lost five 
men, witn dil!icalty shut their gates, and betook tbera* 
selves to the walls with their cross-bows. Correa, per- 
ceiving that the enemy amounted to four hundred men, 
and that they were countenanced by several naires, 
hoisted a fiag of distress. 

I'he admiral being indisposed, immediately sent 
Sancho de Toar, with all the boats and a strong de- 
tachment to the relief of the fectory j but this officer 
thought it dangerous to land in the face of such an 
enemy, or even to approach too near the shore. Mean- 
while many of the besieged being wounded with an 
incessant sbower of arrows and spears^ and perceiving 
the Arabs preparing their battering engioes, they re- 
solved to abandon the factory by a door opening to the 
water^side $ but the enemy pressed them so closely, 
that ooly twenty escaped. The greatest part of tbe 
woixnded died ; and fifty were either killed or taken 
prisoners on the spot. Among the former was Ay res 
Correa. Tlie son of that gentleman, a boy about 
eleven years of age, who afberwards was renowned for 
bis bravery and resolution, was saved by the persever* 
ing etibrts of a sailor, who swam with him on boanL 
The merchandise lost on this occasion amounted to four 
thousand ducats. 

Tbe admiral was at onoe impressed with grief and 
fired ^cb resentment $ and, finding no apology was 
sent by tbe zamorin, resolved on a s^ere revengir. 
He therefore gave orders ior attacking ten large Ara* 
bian vessels in the harbour ; and after an obstinate con« 
fiict, and tbe destruction of many of the attacked, th# 
ships were captured, and the surviving Arabt con^pelled 
to &erve as vailors. Three elephants \9tm found in tbe 
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prizes, vrhich were killed aud salted for provisioos, 
which began to grow scaroe. The spices and oiher 
goods were then taken out, and the ships burned in 
the sight of their owners and partisans. While this 
was transacting, tlie inhabitants ran up and dow^ the 
city of Calicut, in the greatest consternation and dis- 
may, being terrified at the sight of the flames, and the 
unexpected issue of the contest. 

Here revenge ought to Jiave stopped, and surely 
justice was satisfied j but the admiral meditated more. 
He ordered his ships to spread along the shore, and 
adrance with their boats before them as near it as poi« 
Bible. The ordnance then began to play on the tows 
with great fury and with much execution, both among 
the houses aud the citizens, who crowding together, 
to avoid or repel the danger, fell thick at every shot, 
Several of the temples were demolished ; the palace 
of the zamorin was mud) injured ; and Uxe sovereign 
himself, who fled in the general terror, narrowly es- 
caped a bullet from one of the boats, which killed a 
naire close behind him. 

Towards eveoiog the cannonading ceased ; and after 
an ineflectual attempt to secure some ships that we^ 
making for the port, the admiral pursued his voyage 
to Cochin, in order to settle a factory there, and in bis 
passage took two Arabian ships. 

Sueh was the serious commencement of hostilities 

•between the Europeans and the Indians ; and the eflii- 
Sion of blood has at intervals continued for ages. The 
natives of the East have sometimes had their reyenge, 
by seeing their country and* its produce set the aggres- 
sors against one apother ; but surely trade might have 
been carried on without violence, or an encroichment 

.on the sacred rights of the aboriginal inhabitants. 

• De Cabral arrived before the city of Cochin on the 
20th of December. This place is situated on a river 
about 19 leagues south of Calicut, and has a safe ca- 
pacious port : the land within is low^ and broken into 

im^uxy islands* * The houses here were built aft^r the 
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same fiishion as at Caltcut, and^were inhabited by P^. , 
gans and Arabs. The territory being small and'barren» 
provisions were by no meatis plentiful ) but there was 
an abundance of pepper. The king, whose name wag' 
Trimumpara, was tributary to the emperor of Calicut, 
and consequently was not rich ; but the conduct oi the 
Portuguese to a superior, by whom he was oppressed, ^ 
gave him a strong partiality in their favour. 

The admiral having anchored, dispatched an Indian ' 
convert, named Michael Joghi, to the king, to an- 
nounce his arrival, and to explain what had happened- 
at CalicHU. He farther desired leave to trade for spTbes * 
and other commodities, either in ex<;hange for mec* 
chandise or money. 

The messenger was one of the sect of the Bramios, 
who affbct the utmost contempt for sensual enjoy ments« 
and attempt to please the iDeity by 'austerities more than 
human. This person was now converted to Christia- 
nity, and behaved with great integrity. He returned 
with a very polite and civil answer from his majesty, 
who expressed his joy at the arrival of the Portuguese j 
and immediately dispatched two of his principal naires 
as hostages, on condition that they might be changed 
everyday, because, by the: customs of the country, 
should they once eat on ship-board, they can never 
more appear in the presence of royalty. 

The admiral, pleased with this auspicious beginning, 
appointed Gonzalo Gil fiarbisa his factor, and gave 
him a clerk, an interpreter, and four exiles as ser- 
vants. 

Some of the priddpal officers of state immediately 
conducted the fkctor to court 5 but here was none <n 
the magnificence and grandeutf of Calicut. The prince 
himself was indifferently clad 5 the waUs of his palace 
were without hangings; and were flimi^hed with seatd 
railed in, where the king sat without any external pomp. 
As soon as the factor was introduced, he presented a 
silver washing«bowl fuU of saffTon> a silver ewer 
iRth xose water^ and $ome branches of coral The 
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king accepted the pr^Q^ent with apparent pleasure, 
tliaiiked tlie admiral in whow name it had been off(!re(\, 
audi having conversed some time with the factor, com- 
manded that he and hia retinae should be well accooi* 
modated. 

Tlie admiral was averse to tnisting more men on 
sboie^ apprehensive of the misfortunes which attended 
his ^Ktory at Calicut 5 but the event showed, that mis- 
trust was here unnecessary. The kind usage the Por« 
tuguese experienced, the ^spatch with which the ships 
i»ere laden, and the frank alertness with which the na« 
tive^ rendered them assistance, showed that the pro- 
^fessions of the prince were the sentiments of his 
heart. 

The lading bemg completed, \^ hile the admiral wzi 
on shore lie received a visit trom two Indian Chris- 
tians, brothers, who expressed their wish to sail to 
Portugal, in order to visit Rome and Jerusalem, Ibese 
Qmstians were denominated from $t. Thomas, who, 
having preached the gospel in the East, suifcred mar- 
tyrdom near Madras. Cabral interrogated them whe- 
ther ther belonged to the Latin or Greek churdi, and 
if the country from whence they came was wholly peo- 
pled witli Christians ? One of 'them replied, that the 
ioliabitants were a mixture of Christians, Jews, Pagaus, 
arid Maliometans, from Syria, Egypt, Persia, and 
Arabia ; that the Christians were subject to a tribute, 
and had a quarter of the city to themselves, in which 
they wes'e indulged whb a church ; but it had neither 
crosses, images, por bells. He furllier said, that they 
bad their own popTf under whom were twelve cardi- 
nals, and two. patriarchs, with many archbishops and 
bishops, who resided in Armenia -, to which place 
all the clergy resorted for orders, and to obtain institu- 
tion to their cuxca or dignities, the juristliction of the 
pope extending over India andCu$ay. That the two 
patriarchs resided in tiieae;province8, and the binhops 
were dispersed 19 the ^difli^resit cities throughout this 
immense extent. He added that their supreme head 
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was called Catholioos/ and that fheir tonsure was made 
in the form of a cross. 

The admiral having heard this detail, readily granted 
their request of conveying them to Portngai. Soon after 
this^ messengers arrived from the kings of Cananore and 
Coulan, inviting the Portuguese to comt and trade in 
their ports, where spices should be furnished on the 
most advantageous terms. The admiral returned his 
acknowledgments, but declined accepting their obli* 
ging invitations/ having already complet^ his cargo; 
but promised to visit them on his return to the Indies. 

While the Portuguese were thus amicably treated 
at Cochin, the zamorin had been active in preparing 
to revenge the destruction of his capital. A fleet of 
twenty^iive laTge ships, besides a number of smaller 
ones, appeared on the coast ; when the king of Cochin 
being informed of the design of this armament, im« 
mediately gave the requisite informatioii to the admiral^ 
and offered him all the assistance in his power. He 
stated that there were fifteen thousand men on boards 
and seemed apprehensive of the consequences ftoxn 
such an evident disparity of numbers. De Cabral re« 
turned his majesty his most grateful thanks -, but as- 
sured him that he should be able to make the zamorin 
repent of his temerity j atxi having prepared hia 
ships for an engagement sailed directly to meet the 
enemy. 

A tttorm arising, and the wind proving contrary, he 
was obliged to return, but next day proceeded again 
in quest of the foe. However; one of his best ships, 
that commanded by Sancfap de Tear* being missing* 
he judged it advisable to abandon his de^gn of an at- 
tack, tod to steer komewards. The Gaiicat fleet pur- 
sued* him for a day ; but were soon sensible th^ could 
not qvertake him. 1 bus prevented fr&m returning to 
Cochin^ as ha had proposed, he carried off the bos* 
tages, contnuy to the laws of nations, and in p, manner 
which left the sttgma of ingratitude on himself. The 
miaeratle uMa abstained from food for five days > but 
VOL. I* o 
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ailerwards being pressed by the admiral loeat, were at 
last reconciled to their situation. ^ 

The missing ship having joined, they arrived on the 
coast of Cananore, where the king repeated his invi- 
tation, which induced the admiral to enter ilie port. 
The tity of Cananore is very large, and is situated 
tiiirty-one leagaes to the north of Cochin. Tlie bay 
forms a commodiuos harbour, and the houses are canh 
covered Wkh slates. The aurroundiog country prixJuces 
ginger, cardamums, cassia, niyrabolans, and tamariiuis, 
atxlaU Ibe necessaries of life. The lakes are full of 
alligators} and we are gravely told, by the originai 
narrator of this voyage, that the adders are so venom- 
ous as to-^iil with tlieir breath. In natural history nioi»t 
of the ancient voyagers are miserably deficient ; and 
while they indul^ in the wonderful, they sacrifice 
science and truth. This we should frequently have oc- 
casion to remark, were it our wish to make remarks 
on absurdities now exploded, and which can only be 
mentioned to excite a smile. 

The. king of diisterritoiy was one of the three inde- 
pendent princes of Malabar, but l^s opulent than the 
zamono of Calicut or the king of Coulan. Here the 
admiml shipped four bundled quintals of cinnamon 
and some ginger ; but the king* susi^ecling thai tlie 
iMnaU quantity he bought arose from a deficiency in pe- 
cuniary fesources occasioned from the losses he had sus- 
taiied at Calicut, lent in a most generou*; manner to 
otifcr dreditfor Y'hatever he might please to have. De 
Cabiiil, having xettirned.nieiited. thanks, was unwiUmg 
to leave Uie kit^ Witii'tmpnefisions of his poverty 3 and 
to convince ht& majesty of his resources, showed the 
messenger A large sum of xnoney, and assured him that 
Im ships beingilready ladeu was the real reason of bis 
4leciinii\g larger purchases at present. 
• . So friendly was this king, that he sent an ambassa- 
dor' to. his 1 oriuguese majesty to cement the intercourse 
whicii. had just begun. De Cabral now weighed from 
Cain^uotc, aiftlprocLedt^l (across thf>. sea. which sepa? 
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rates India from Africa, lii this passage he took a 
large sliip ; but, finding she belonged to Canibaya, dis* 
missed her, with assurances that liis Portuguese majesty 
xvas at war in India witli none but the zamorln of Ca- 
licut and the Arabians of Mecca, from whom he had 
suffered indignities that demanded au ade(juate retalia- 
tion. 

As they were approaching the African shore, a ter- 
rible storm arose, in which the siiip command6d"i)y 
Saiicho de Toar, one of ilie best in the lieet, was driven 
on a bank, and stuck fast. The crew and cargo were 
saved, and distributed among the other vessels ; after 
which she was burned, to prevent her falling into the 
hands of the enemy. Notwithstanding this precaution, 
the kii?g of Mombassa, by much industry, found means 
to recover the great guns, which he esteemed a most * 
valuable tieasure. llie tempest still continuing^ they 
passed Melinda without being able to bring to, and at 
kst reached Mosambiqu'e, where they found it neces- 
sary to refit the ships. 

This being accomplished, De Toar was dispatched 
to examine the coast of Sofala, while the admiral pro- 
ceeded on his voyage f and having doubted the Cape of 
Good Hope on the 2'id of May, arrived at Lisbon on 
the last day of July 1501, without any other material 
occurrence. 

This expedition had met with many disasters, and 
encountered a variety of ditiicuUies. Of all the ships 
only six relumed, among which was De I'oar, who 
safely r^sjclicd Lisbon in a few diiys after the admiral. 
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THE Portnajnese, anxious to reap the eflrllest po»- 
sible Iruits of their discoveries, exerted all iheir 
spirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva, a native of Oalicia, and 
a most accomj)Ushed seaman, had been sent out with ' 
smoiher fleet to the Fast. His orders were, to touch at 
Sofala, then at Quiloa, and from thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral ihere, to put hini- 
RcSf and his squadron under the cnmmatid of that ad- 
miral. De Ncuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He, arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
deservedly iiici*nsed against De Cabral for carrying away 
the hostages, and that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his majesty against tli« 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the factory some 
degree of protection; but without money no spices 
were to be procured aC this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, was obliged to proceed to Cananore : but here 
too the Portuguese Commodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading j and had not the king be- 
come sp9nsor iot a cargo the ships must have return- 
ed empty. 
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THE Portiijruese, anxious to reap the earliest poa- 
sible fruits of their discoveries, exerted all iheir 
spirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva, a native of Galicia, and 
a most accomj)lished seaman, had been sent out with ' 
miother fleet to the Fast. His ordera were, to touch at 
Sof'ala, then at Quiloa, and from thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if lie found De Cabral there, to put him- 
Rclf and his squadron under tlie comiuatid of that ad- 
minil. De Ncuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an accoutit how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He, arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
deservedly inc(*nsed against De Cabral for carrying away 
the hostages, and that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his roaiesty against tli« 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the feciory some 
degree of protection j but without money no spices 
were to be procured at this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, wtis obliged to proceed to Cananore : but here 
too the Portuguese Commodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading -, and had not the king be- 
come sponsor for a cargo the ships must have return- 
ed empty. 
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THE Portnsjnese, anxious to reap the earliest po»- 
sible fruits of their discoveries, exerted all their 
spirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva, a native of Gah'cla, and 
a most ncc()m;)lished seaman, had been sent out with 
jinoiher fleet to tlie Fast. His orders were, to touch at 
Stjfald, I lien at Quiloa, and froni thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral there, to put hini- 
Rcif and his squadron under the cominatid of that ad- 
miral. De Ncuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
deservedly inct*Dsed against De Cabral for carrying away 
the hostages, and tliat the Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his majesty against tli« 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the factory some 
degree of protection; but without money no spices 
were to be procured aC this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, vras obliged to proceed to Cananorc : but litre 
too the Portuguese ^mmodities were in too little cMi- 
mation to procure a lading ; and had not the king be- 
come sponsor for a cargo the ships must have rciiuiu 
cd empty. 
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THE Portnajnese, anxious to reap the earliest po»- 
sible fruits of their discoveries, exerted all their 
^^pirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva, a native of Galicia, and 
a most accomplished seaman, had been sent out with ' 
smother fleet to the Fast. His orders were, to touch at 
Sofala, then at Quiloa, and froni thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral there, to put him- 
self and his squadron under the commatid of that ad- 
miral. De Ncuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He,arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
deservedly incensed against De Cabral for carrying away 
the hostages, and that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his roajesly against tli« 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the factory some 
degree of protection; but without money no spices 
were to be procured aC this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, wtis obliged to proceed to Cananore : but hete 
too the Portuguese commodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading ; and had not the king be- 
come sponsor for a cargo (be ships must have return- 
ed empty. 
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THE Portnajuese, anxious to reap the earliest po»- 
sible fruits of their discoveries, exerted all iheir 
spirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva, a native of Galicia, and 
a most accomplished seaman, had been sent out with ' 
smother fleet to the Fast. His orders were, to touch at 
Sofala, ii)en at Quiloa, and from thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral there, to put him- 
self and his squadron under the command of that ad- 
miral. De Neuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He,.arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
deservedly inci*Dsed against De Cabral for carrj-ing away 
the hostages, and that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prt^udice his majesty against tli« 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the factory some 
degree of protection; but without money no spices 
were to be procured af this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, vras obliged to proceed to Cananore : but here 
too the Portuguese Commodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading j and had not the king be- 
come sponsor {ot a cargo (be ships must have return- 
ed empty. 
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THE Portnirnese, anxious to reap the earliest jios- 
sible fruits of their discoveries, exerted all iheir 
jspirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabnil, Juan de Neuva, a native of Galicia, and 
a most accomplished seaman, had been sent out with ' 
smother fleet to the Fast. His orders were, to touch at 
Sofald, then at Quiloa, and froni thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral there, to put him- 
self and his squadron under the command of that ad- 
miral. De Ncuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He,.arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
deservedly incensed against De Cabral for carrying away 
the hostages, and that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his majesty against th« 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the feciory some 
degree of protection 3 but without money no spices 
were to be procured aC this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, wtis obliged to proceed to Cananorc : but here 
too the Portuguese Commodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading j and had not the king be- 
come sponsor fc»:acargo the ships must have return- 
ed empty. 
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TKE Portniruese, anxious to reap the earliest jios- 
sible fruits of their discoveries, exerted all their 
spirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva, a native of Galicia, and 
a most accomplished seaman, had been sent out with ' 
another fleet to tlie Fast. His ordens were, to touch at 
Snfala, ll)en at Quiloa, and from thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral there, to put hlm- 
sc!f and his squadron under the command of that ad- 
miral. De Neuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He.arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
desen'edly incensed against De Cabral for carryii>g away 
the hostages, and that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his roajesty against th« 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the factory some . 
degree of protection; but without money no spices 
were to be procured aC this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, wtis obliged to proceed to Cananore : but here 
too the Portuguese ^mmodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading ; and had not the king be- 
come sponsor {or a cargo the ships must have relum- 
ed empty. 
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THE Portngnese, anxious to reap the earliest |X¥i- 
.sible truits of their discoveries, exerted all their 
spirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Nenva, a native of Galicia, and 
a most accomplished seaman, had been sent out with ' 
another fleet to tlie Fast. His ordere were, to touch at 
Sofala, then at Quiloa, and from thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral there, to put him- 
self and his squadron under the comniahd of that ad- 
miral. De Ncuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut and 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He, arrived 
safe at Ccxrhin, and found that the king was highly and 
deservedly incensed against De Cabral for carrying away 
the hostages, atKl that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his majesty against the 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the factory some 
degree of protection; but without money no spices 
were to be procured af this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, was obliged to proceed to Cananore : but here 
too the Portuguese ^omnaodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading ; and had not the king be- 
come sponsor far a cargo the ships must have return- 
ed empty. 
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THE Portn^nese, anxious to reap the earliest pos- 
sible Iruits of their discoveries, exerteU all their 
spirit and activity for this purpose. Before the arrival 
of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva, a native of Galicia, and 
a most accomplished seaman, had been sent out with ' 
another fleet to tlie Fast. His orders were, to touch at 
Sofala, then at Qutloa, and from thence to proceed to 
Calicut ; and if he found De Cabral there, to put him- 
seif and his squadron under the command of that ad- 
miral. De Ncuva having found a letter at San Bias, 
giving an account how matters stood at Calicut apd 
Cochin, acted with the necessary caution. He^.arrived 
safe at Cochin, and found that the king was highly and 
deser\'edly inci*nsed against De Cabral for carrj-iug away 
the hostages, atKl that tlie Moors and merchants had 
taken every step to prejudice his majesty against tlie 
Portuguese. He had, however, given the factory some 
degree of protection; but without money no spices 
were to be procured af this place. De Neuva, being 
only furnished with commodities which he was to ex- 
change, was obliged to proceed to Cananorc : but here 
too the Portuguese Commodities were in too little esti- 
mation to procure a lading ; and had not the king be- 
come sponsor for a cargo the ships must have return- 
ed empty. 
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The zamodn, Leariqg that bis enemies were on the 
coast, fitted out a powerful armament to attack them 
"while they lay at Cananore. De Neuva, not intimi- 
dated by numbers, steered into the middle of the bay, 
and ordered his ships to poor in broadsides in all di- 
rections if the Indian fleet advanced. A cannonade 
commenced before the enemy could approach near 
enough to use their missile weapons, and many of 
their ships were sunk without doing the least injury 
to the Portuguese. This unequal combat could not 
last long. A flag of truce was hung out by the In- 
dians; and afler some ineffectual artifices to entrap the 
Europeans, they returned to Calicut, baffled in all 
their aims. De Neuva, having taken in his lading, 
letumed to Fbrtugal with all his ships. After bis de- 
parture a message was brought to Cananore from the 
samorin, to excuse his former conduct i and oflering 
sufficient pleges for their security, should the Por- 
tuguese be disposed to renew their traffic. 

This short sketch of a voyage, not very important 
In itself, is a necessary link in the chain of transac- 
tions. 

De Cabral having made it appear incontestibly 
evident that without the application of force it would 
be impossible to form settlements in India, his Por- 
tuguese majesty sent out three squadrons in Marcl; 
1502 : the first of ten ships, under the celebrated Vas- 
quez de Gama ; the second of five, under Vincent de 
Sodre; and the third of as many, under Stephen de 
Gama. The whole was to be subordinate to Vasqiiez, 
to whom the king delivered the flag with great so- 
lemnity in the cathedral, and conferred on him the 
title of Admiral of the Eastern Seas. With him re- 
turned the ambassadors of Cochin and Caiianore, who 
had been much distinguished and caressed at court. 
The two first squadrons set sail in March, the other 
followed about the beginning of May. 

Off Cnpc Verd, the admiral fell in with a ship for 
Lisbon, richly Indtui with i^ol*!, which De Gama dis- 
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played jto the Indian ambassador? as a proof of the rich 
resoiM'ces of his country. They candidly confessed 
that this did not accord with the representations of 
the Venetian ambassador in Portugal; for that he 
had given them to understand, that, without the as- 
sistance of the Venetians, the Portuguese were too poor 
to put ships to sea. This mode of supplanting theif 
pew rivals in the commerce of the East was not very 
honourable ; — ^But where is honour to be foupd, wbefi 
interest stands ip the way? 

De Gama doubled the Cape without any remarkable 
occurrence, and then proceeded with four of his small? 
.est vessels for Sofala, while the rest continued the*>r 
voyage to Mosambique. The king*s orders were^ to 
.observe the situation of Sofala, its convenience for 
erecting a fort, and to examine thb gold of the coun* 
try. . Having entered into an amicable treaty with 
the king, he obtained permission to erect a fort ^ and 
mutual presents were exchanged. This transaction 
occupied twenty-five days, and the admiral took his 
leave with much satisi&ction at having accomplished 
his object; but in turning out of the river had the 
misfortune to lose one of his ships. 

Having reached Mosambique, where part of his 
fleet had preceded himi he struck- up a league with the 
king, who had manifested so much reluctance to it 
in his former voyage : and, further, obtained permis- 
sion to establish a factory -, the object of which was, 
to furnish a depot of provisions for ships going and re- 
turning from India. 

On the 12th of July he arrived at Quiloa; and in 
rev«nge for the ill usage experienced by De Cabral, 
determined to compel the king to become tributary to 
Portugal. Ibrahim, through fear rather than respect; 
waited on him as soon as he arrived ; when De Gama, 
knowing his perfidious disposition, threatened to con- 
iine him under the batches, unless he immediately 
stipulated to piy a tribute to his royal master. The 
cai:tive prince had i;o%v no alternative. 'Jle engaged 
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to advance two thousand miticals of gold yearly ; but, 
with his accustomed duplicity, gave as his pledge a 
wealthy Moor, named Mahomet, whom he mortnlly 
hated, and was happy to get rid of. Ibrahim^ being: 
liberated on these conditions, no sooner found hi m^eff 
safe on shore, than lie renounced his enpgemeiu, 
not so much to save tlie mimey, as to provoke the ad- 
miral to destroy his seciirily ; and the Moor, Ending 
himself trapped, was glad to purchase his Irecdum l»y 
paying die tribute hin)self. 

Having here formed a junction with the rest of the 
fleet, the admiral recommenced his voyage, and pass- 
ing Melinda, watered in a large bay about eight 
leagues distance, where he captured several ships. On 
reaching the coast of India, he fell in wiih a lnrE:e 
vessel belonging to the sultan of Egypt, which was 
richly laden, and had many principal M(x>rs on board, 
who were going on a pilgrimage to Mecca. 1 his ship 
he took after a vigorous resisiance ; and going cm 
board, commanded ihe Moors to produce their mer- 
chandise, 0:1 pain of being thrown into the sea. They 
pretended that all their effects were left at Calicut ; 
but one of them having been bound hand and foot, 
and thrown overboard, the rest were so mtimidated nt 
this dreadful example that they produced their pro* 
perty. The children were then carried into the ad- 
miral's ship, and the remainder of the plunder distri- 
buted among the soldiers. Not satisfied witli this, the 
vessel, with all her passengers, was ordered to be stt 
on fire. But the Moors having broken up the Intchrs 
undec which they were confined, and quenched the 
flames which began to rage around them, Stephen de 
Gama was ordered to lay them on board. Desperate 
with the imminence of their danger, the passengers 
received him with great resolution, and even attempt* 
ed to burn the other ships. Night coming on gave a 
respite to this work of horror -, but so inveterate was 
the rage of De Gama, that he ordered the sliip to be 
closely watched* thai none might, by tlic favour of the 
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darkness^ escape to the shore and elude his vengeance. 
During this dreadful night, the poor Moors* with ua* 
availing prayers* invoked the assistance of the Prophet. 
The morning tbund the admixal relentless and unpity- 
ing. His brother boarded the vessel* and^ setting fire 
to it, drove the Moors who still made an inefi£:taal 
struggle into the poop. Some of the sailors disdained 
to quit the ship till she was half consumed ; and the 
Moors, when tlie flames were rapidly approaching them* 
leaped intp the sea with hatchets* and* swimming* at* 
tacked their inhuman pursuers. To finish this mejaii* 
choly tale* of three hundred persons* among whom 
were thirty women* not one escaped the fire* the sword, 
or the waves. Can humanity read this without a tear ! 
can Christianity bear it without a blush ! These vie* 
tims of unprovoked cruelty will one day be heard at an 
impartial tribunal* where all the fiime of De Gama* and 
all ibc Indies* could he possess them^ would be give« 
to silence their voice ! 

The admiral having reached Cananore* ^nt to ac« 
quaint the king that he desired a conference with bim< 
To &cilitate this interview* a wooden bridge was can* 
structed* reaching a great way into the aea* and spread 
with cffi^ts. At the end of the bridge* towards land, 
was a house of wood* likewise furnished with carpets. 
The king arrived first* attended by an immense body 
of naires* trumpets sounding* and other instruments 
of music playing before him. Soon after came the 
admiral* accompanied by all the boats of the fleet* 
bearing flags* and furnished with a band* and was 
landed under a discharge of ordnance. Before him 
were carried two silver basons* gilt, covered with 
pieces of coral* and ether valued articles in the Indies. 
At the head of the bridge he was received by several 
naires -, and the king meeting bim at the door of the 
house* embraced him, and they walked together to the 
room of audience, wliere two chairs ot state were 
placed* on one of which his majesty sat down* a 
mark of the highest respect to the admiral, accords 
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ing to the etiquette of the country. At this nudienci 
a treaty of amity and commerce wan concluded, and a 
factory granted at Cananot-e. Having laden some of 
the ships here, he directed his course to Calicut. 

When de Garoa arrived in that port, he took several 
proas before it was discovered who he was ; but for- 
bore all hostilities against the place, till he should be 
able to ascertain the zamoriu*s disposition and designs. 
In a short time a boat x:anie ott* carrying a flag of 
trnce^ with a Moor disguised as a Franciscan friar, 
iR^ho being taken on board apologized for the dect^p- 
tion of his dress, and owned it was assumed fiom the 
hope of a ready reception among the Portuguese. He 
brought a message from the zamorin in relation to the 
amicable adjustment of a treaty of commerce. The 
admiral; with^iirmness, replied, that any^ negotiation 
of this kind would be premature, till the king had 
made satis&ction for the destruction of the factory, to 
which be was consenting. 

Several days were spent in fruidess messages and 
replies. De Gama, suspecting that the only object o( 
the zamorin was to gain time, sent to assure him, 
that if he did not receive a final and satis&ctory answer 
before noon, he would carry fire and sword into the 
country, and would begin to execute his vengeance 
on the prisoners in his possession. The zamorin, irre- 
solute in himself, and under the influence of the 
Moors, returned no answer. But no' sooner was the 
stipulated time expired, than De Gama fired a gun by 
yray of signal to his captains to hang up ail the Ma- 
labars in their respective ships. When this sanguinary 
execution was over, the admiral ordered the hands and 
feet of the victims to be struck off, and sent on shore 
to the zamorin, with a letter in Arabic, giving him to 
understand that such returns he must expect for his 
perfidy and artifice 5 and that he would have saiisfac- 
tion a hundred fold for the injuries and indignities 
tliat had been offered to the Portuguese. 

Without further ceremony, he ordered three ships 
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to advance, Jn the night, as close as possiUe to the 
sliore; and next morning they began to batter the 
town, which was soon a heap of ruins. 

Having glutted his revenge at Calicut, he departed 
for. Cochin, leaving Vincent de Sodre with six ships 
to scour the coast and intercept the Moorish trade. 
No sooner had the admiral arrived at Cochin, thaa 
I'rimumpara sent hostages on board and personally, 
waited for him on the sliore. At this interview De 
Gama delivered the king of Portugal's letter and pre-, 
seats. The prince of Cochin received both with ex- 
pressions of pleasure j assigned a house for the use of 
the iactory, and fixed the rates at which spices were 
to be delivered. This agreement was reduced Co 
writing, and signed by Trimumpara. In return for the 
Portuguese presents, which were veiy costly, consisting 
of a gold crown and collar, a rich pavilion, and other 
valuable articles f he sent to his brother Emanuel two 
gold bracelets set with jewels, a Moorish sasji for the 
head, of silver tissue, two large pieces of the finest 
calico, and a stone about the size of a walnut^ reputed 
an antidote against poison, which was deemed a valu* 
able rarity. 

While De Gama lay at Cochin, a messenger arrived 
fi-om the zamorin, to acquaint him that if he would 
return to Calicut every thing should be settled to hia 
satisiactloD. The deputy was put in confinement, that 
he might be punished in case of any new deceit. 
Having got this hostage for his own securky, the ad- 
miral, contrary to the advice of all his captains, de- 
termined to proceed wiihout convoy to Calicut 5 ob* 
serving that, in case of danger, he had the ships of De 
Sodre to retreat to. 

Being come into the road, the zamorin sent to inform 
him that next day every thing should be concluded 
betwixt them -, and perhaps at the m(»nent he spoke 
as he intended. But when once a propensity to trick 
and cunning gains an ascendancy over the mind, every 
opportunity oi displaying it is embraced with, avidity^ 
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and the obliquities of deceit are preferred to the straight 
' ro^d of honour. De Gama was perceived to be un- 
protected, having left his ships behind him. This in- 
duced the zaraorin to have recourse again to violence. 
He sent out thirty proas to take the admiral -, and so 
sudden and unexpected was this attack, that he was 
obliged to cut his cables and save himself by flight. 

Provoked, with reason, at so many repeated instances 
of treachery and duplicity, he ordered the messenger 
in confinement to be hanged on his return to Cochin. 
At this the zamorin expressed great conc)sm; but 
finding that he in vain plotted against a man whose 
superior address or force always brought him off safe, 
he resolved to turn his batteries another way, and to 
attempt to infiuenoe the king of Cochin against ad- 
mitting the Portuguese into his ports. | With this view 
he dispatched a l^ter to the tributary prince, in which 
he depicted the Europeans as robbers and pirates, and 
represented the danger of encouraging them, as well 
as the displeasure it gave him. Trimuropara replied, 
that as they brought money into his dominions, it 
was for his interest to encourage them ; and that the 
zamorin would not be willing, at his bare request, to 
abandon his old friends the Moors. To this the za- 
morin rejoined, that he was sorry to £nd the king of 
Cochin preferred the friendship of strangers to his, 
and threatened the consequents of a partiality so un- 
just. 

The king of Codun gave Inm to understand that 
he disregarded his menaces; and that he would never 
. do a base or per$dious action throv^ fpax. Of this 
correspoudeoce De Gama knew nothing ttU he was 
about to take his leave of Cochin ; when, the king 
informed him of what had passied, and declared he 
would run all risks in the service of the Portuguese. 
De Gama, with many repressions of gratitude, as* 
isured him tliat h\$ royal master would never be un* 
-mindful of such steady faith ^ and in the name of 
biM sovereign' iie engaged not only to defend the 



prinoej but even to enable him td vanqoish fan ene- 
mm, and extend his dominions on tbeir rains. Thit 
declaration inspired the king with new ooniideDcei 
and even his aaires^ if they still retained some pre- 
judices flgainfit. the Portugiaese^ began to dread tlie 
CQRsequeQoes of their enmity. 

The adOMtA, soon after sailing from Cochin^ de» 
scried a fleet of twenQr-uine large ships^ fitted out by 
tlie zamorin to attack him. He immediately bore down, 
to give them battle; and with so much vigour did 
the Fbrtugoese assail the foe, that in a short time 
maoy of ^eos, -deserting their ships^ sought refuge in 
the waves *, while others crowded sail smd made the 
shore^ where, on account of the shoals, they knew the 
admiral could not pursue them. Many of the Moors 
were killed, and two ships were taken^ richly laden 
witb China wane, silver vessels gtk^ and other costly 
meirhandise. But the most remarkable article on 
board was a noonstvous image of gdld, weighing thirty . 
pounds. Ils^yes were emeralds f and it was partially 
covered with a draperv of beaten gold, curiously 
wrought, and set with brilliants. On the breast of 
this idol was a large ruby of the most resplendent 
lustre. 

De Gama next proceeded to Cat^anore, where he 
obtained a house for the erection of a factory ; and 
having regulated the price of spices according to the 
standard tixed on at Cochin, he left twenty-four men 
to superintend the trade. The two nations stipulated to 
defend each other : and the king of Cananor^ waf not 
to enter into any alliance inimical to the iQterests of 
the king of Cochin. This being settled, the admiral 
commissioned De Sodre to remain on the coast tiU 
February ; and if, in the interim, there was a probab]* 
Jity cxf a war breaking out between the zanoorin and the 
king of Cochin, he should winter in the latter place j 
if not, he was then to sail for (he Bed Sea, and capture 
all the ships from Mecca he found in his way. These 
directions De Sodre did not live to execute in their 

rou h 9 
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full extent, beiog lost in a sadden storm, which the 
uatives, judging from accustomed progoostics, bad 
warned him to avoid, 

Ou the 20th of December the admiral led the co^ 
of India, in his way to Portugal, having thirteen shijjs 
under his conduct ; and first touched at Mosambique. 
Near Cape Corientes he experiefnced contrary winds 
and sudden squalls ; but nothing particularly impeding 
hisvo/i^e, he arri\'ed at Cascais on the 1st of Sep- 
tember, where several noblemen met him with their 
congiatulatioos, and conducted him to court. As be 
approached his sovereign, a page preceded him carrj'iiij 
a silver bason with the tribute of the kii^ of Quiloa. 
King Emanuel gave the admii-al a most gracious re- 
ception, and conferred on him the title of Count Vide- 
gueyra. 

His great services certainly merited every: honour 
and distinction firom a grateful country ; but his laurels 
are tarnished by excesses of severity, sometimes un- 
provoked, and frequently disproportioned to the of- 
fence. 
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FERDINAND MAGELLAN 
ROUND THE WORLD. 



AMONG those illostriaos navigators who have 
shown o]^r»])t7 ^^ conception and boldness of 
jesoltttion, Ferdinand Magellan will always retain a 
diatinguished pJaoe. ConteniporaTy with Columbus 
and De Gama, he appears to have been aninoated with 
the same spirit^ and to have deserved to participate in 
ihe laurels they won. 

He was a native of Portugal » bom a gentlenaan, and 
bred a soldier. He had served in the Indian as well as 
African wars with credit to himself and honour to his 
king; being particularly employed in those expedi* 
lions which succeeded De Gama*s discover)', and which 
at length terminated in the reduction of Malacca, Goa^ 
and Ormuts, under the^dominion of Portugal; 

Columbus went in search of a passage which he 
never found, and found what he little expected. I he 
passage from the Atlantic to the Paciiic Ocean was 
^til) a desideratum in navigation j and Vasquez de 
Nunez de JBalboa having discovered the last- mentioned 
sea from the mountains of Panama, Magellan con- 
ceived the idea of the circumnavigation of the globe, 
which at that time was not generally allowed to be 
round. This grand- idea, as it maybe justly called, 
when we consider the age, he communicated to his 
?2 
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court ; but being slighted in that particnlar, and, as it 
is said, denied the small augmentation of half a ducat 
a month to his pay, he resdved to quit Portugal, and 
seek his fortune in other countries. 

The court of Spain had so much signalized itsdf hj 
success in discoveries, and the encouragement it gave to 
adventurers, that Magellan naturally turned hi& thoughts 
that way. Charles V., one of the most powerfi^tl prkcefi 
that ever lived, and in whose extensive dominions the 
sun never set, at that time filled tlie ythrone of Spain. 
To him, theiefbre, this officer epplied ; and, to for- 
ward his views, did not fail to represent that ail the 
Banda and Molucca Islands must of right, according 
to the papal decree, belong to him -, and these he pro- 
posed to discover by a western navigation. 

This project, which had far its object the eKtemioa 
of domtoion as wdl as the remm of TalnabiB ODdi- 
snerce, was peculiady acceptable lo Charles. Wkh- 
otit kesitatioii, he gave orders for making the aeoesssrf 
^flparatioQs^ with as much expedition as drmiQasfianeei 
Dvotdd alk)w. Nor did the emperor stop hsre: he 
conferred the order of St. Jago on M^^kia and bis 
companion, Ruy f dcoroll as a spur to thia arduous un* 
dertakhig. 

The Portuguese ambaasador made strong eppootioa 
to this scheme ; nor were there wanthigsome cooitieit 
who, envious of MageUaa*s honoan, Scew every im* 
pediment they could in the way of his ej&peditimi. He 
received and submitted to many insults on. account of 
his country ; and when all was just ready for the em- 
barkation, his hopes had nearly been frustrated of teap^ 
ing the honour of the project, by Ruy Falexo con- 
testing with hhn the honour of bearing the toyd 
standard. This matter being adjusted, and his rival 
persuaded to remain at home on account of a precaii- 
ous state of health, wluch was very unequal to sack 
a distant and uncertain voyage, Magellan was invested 
with the sole con^mand of the squadron, and th^ bo- 
sifless proceeded. 
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* This squadron consisted of ^ve ships : the St. An* 
tonio, beariqg the adm liars flag, Juan de Cartagena 
vice admiral 5 the St. Jago, commanded by Junn Ro- 
deriquez Serrano; and the Conception, Gaspar de 
Quezada master ; and two others. These set sail from 
Cadiz on the lOth of August 1517, and arriving in 
safety at Tenerifie on the '2d of September, sailed from 
thence for Rio Janeiro, on tlie coas^ of Brasil. After 
refreshing at this place, and taking in such neces- 
saries as the voyage required, they pursued thtir 
course. 

This course, however, w^s not universally agreed on. 
Various disputes^ arose about it ; and some were for 
adopting one plan, some another, llie fleet being 
anchored in St. Juliau's river on Easter-day, and mass 
being ordered to bos celebraied on shore, the three cap- 
tains, Luys de Mendosa, Gaspar de Quezada, and Juan 
de Cartagena, absented themselves ; a circumstance 
which filled the admiral with inquietude, because, 
from their disobedience, as well as from other previous 
symptoms, he had reason to suspect that a spirit of 
discontent pervaded the majority of his fleet. Thus, 
like Columbus, his difficulties began at an early pe- 
riod : because, where no one knew the coui-se with 
certainty, each arrogated to himself as much right to 
judge of it as another. 

In this diiennna, to return with disgrace was what 
Magellan could not brook ; to proceed was to encounter 
a variety of hardships, at the same time that he had 
every thing to apprehend from his own people. While 
contemplating his situation, and before be could come 
to any precise resolution, the weather began to grow 
severe, and the murmurs to increase, and a conspiracy 
of the three captains being strongly suspected, the ad- 
miral was induced to call bis own ship's crew to arms. 
In the mean time, as Mendosa was reading a letter 
vbfrh he had received from the admhral, he was 
>tnbbed to the heart. At that instant a boat was 
r-vi ni'(i vviih abtiu thirJv of the admirers firmest 
r3 
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' friends, who, boarding the other ships, took forty 
prisoDMS, who were supposed to be the deepest in the 
(Conspiracy. Qoezada alone was sentenced to be ei- 
ecated, and the bodj of Mendosa was quartered. Thns 
the opposition was alkyed for the tirae by this act 
of severity 5 and proper measures were concerted for 
the fleet to proceed, as soon as the season was ^ 
vourable. 

In the interim, Serrano was dispatched to ezanune 
the American coast, along which they were to sail, 
in order to make the wished-for discovery. 

If we may give credit to the Spanbh accounts of this 
voyage, while they were thus detained on the Brasliaa 
coast, they saw men of a gigantic stature, whose 
voices, when enraged, resembled bulls. One of these 
came on board, whose face was as frightful as bis voice 
was terrific; and such was his height, that an ordinary- 
sized Spaniard could only reach to his waist. We 
consider this,, however, as the embellishmeut of n> 
mance, and are sony to say that this voyage, iu 
general, bears marks of a partiality for the marvel* 
lous. 

That a race above the common size exists on this 
coast, we shall see confirmed by Riture voyagers, 
whose authenticity we cannot dispute ; but with all 
this exaggeratiou, it seems the savage was peaceable in 
his deportment, and thankful for such trifling presents 
as he received, till the Spaniards endeavoured to put 
shackles on his legs to secure him ; and if he then 
roared out like a bull, we need not wonder, since the 
provocation and the danger were sufficient to make 
him exert every faculty both of body and mind. 

He was dressed in the skins of some strange wild 
beast $ and we learn 4hat the people in general oa 
this coast were habited in a similar manner. 1 hey 
are described as ignorant and superstitious, believing 
that tlieir cotintiy is haunted by evil spirits, of wI^qsc 
influence they are much atraid. Their weapons wcrt* 
bows and arrows. Their hnts ^vere consiinutni v^'!} 
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tkins^ and portable from place to place. They de* 
Toured their meat with the voraciouaness of cauQibali^ 
without JBeetbing to know any modes of previoas 
drefisittg it* They lued a root called Caper metead 
of breads and drank vdst quantities of water with 
their meals. 

The only religious ideas they seem to possess, cenw 
tred in the belief of two beings, one of whom they 
termed Sebetos, who seemed to l)e superior ; and the 
other, whom they denominated Chelcule, a subordi- 
nate kind of deity. In this barren country, since called 
Patagonia^ they set up a cross^ and took possession 
with the usual solemnities. 

Serrano, who, as has been mentioned before, was 
dispatclied on an expedition to reconnoitre the coast, 
discovered a river about a league broad at the entrance, 
to which he gave the name of Saint Clare. He spent 
six days in examining it, and fishing for seals $ and 
was afterwards exposed to a violent storm, which dasb- 
fed his vessel on the shore. Tl^e crew was saved from 
the fury of the elements only to suffer the extiemities 
of famine on a barren coast. In this miserable situa-* 
lion, two of the people were fortunate enough to 
convey intelligence to the admiral, who dispatched a 
yessel to their assistance, and thus saved them from 
inevitable death. 

At last Magellan left the port of St. Julian, where 
he had staid so long with little satisfaction, on the 
24th of August, setting Juan de Cartagena on shore, 
together with Pedro banchez Bevora, the priest, for 
being princij)als in the conspiracy. This punishment 
was worse than a thousand deaths, as it tantalized 
them with life, while they were denied all its enjoy- 
ments, and even its necefisaries. They were left, in- 
deed, with a stock of provisions, but were never heard 
of more. 

About the end of October, the fleet reached a pro- 
montory which Magellan named Cape Virgin, and, 
^' *-.\ i'. tijg III! iiilct, SLi:i 10 cxp\y.-e the coast. On re- 
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teiving the different repoits of the persons deputed on 
this expeditiou, a ooancil of the chief officers and 
pilots was called, in which Estevan Gomez, pilot of 
the Antonio, declared for returning home, and was 
followed hy all the members, the admind only ex- 
cepted, who, with a resolution bordering on madness, 
declared, that in spite of tempest and famine he was 
resolved to persevere. The Antonio being aflerwards 
sent to explore a nearer passage than any which they 
had yet a reason to expect, the above pilot, together 
with the purser, having stabbed the ma<iter, carried 
the ship home ; aud the admiral, having in vein en- 
deavoured to come up with her, proceeded on his un* 
certain voyage. At length he fell in with the passage 
he had i)een so long in search of, in latitude 52 ^, 
south, and entered those straits which will make his 
name immortal. In a transport of joy he named the 
point of land from which he had this agreeable pro^ 
spect, Port Desire, Much was now accomplished, but 
much remained to be done. It required all his caution 
itad skill to sail through this new-discovered passage; 
and before they could enter the Great South ^ea« 
which was on the 26th of December, one year, .four 
months, and eighteen days had elapsed since th^ird^* 
parture from Spain. 

On this wide and almost boundless ocean, they 
wandered between three aud ^r montha without 
seeing land, except two desert islands. Their di<> 
stresses were so great, that they were reduced to die 
miserable expedient of eating the hides that covefed 
the ships* rigging, which they steeped in salt watcf 
in Older to render them more easy of mastication. To 
this deplorable state of famine, it is not to be wondered 
at that sickness should succeed ; and those who were 
not absolutely disabled by illness, found them*.eivet 
incapable of subsisting on these hard viands^ by tbo 
gums covering their teeth, by which some were starved 
to death. It was providential for the rest, who f.ttfl 
uerc oWigcd to attend tp the duty ot thf sj«|> .• i 



tfacjr were saUing on a placid se^, impelled by gentle 
hreezts, ftoon wfaeoce it was debonMiiated the Pacific 

On the 6th of March thejr fdl in with a cluster of 
islands^ named tlw Lodrones, or Jsles of Thieves* 
Herelhey tended fliU of hope; but found the inha* 
^ttanls existing ia the most savage and uncivilized 
state, without any appearance of moral order or social 
eontfact among them. Th^ men were entirely naked, 
of an olive complexion, with long hair depending to 
tb^r wnats. The women were more decent in their 
appearance, having a partial covering of palm-tree 
leaves, and appear^ to be very Industrious. But whUe 
tbeae werebnsied m dmnestic concerns^ their husbands 
employed themselves in thieving abroad, and soon b&& 
came so troublesoaie to their new guests, that the Spa* 
niaids, ailer threats, firing upon theni, and bnming 
some of their huts, to deter them from these practices, 
but all in Tab, departed from thence and landed at 
Zamul, aboDt thirty leaguei distant. Here it should 
be remarked, that though these people seemed so 
incurably addkted to theft, k probably did not arise 
lirom any innate depravity^ but from their impeft 
lect' notions of the sacred nght of private proper^. 
When all things are in common, whatever pleases 
the £mcy is taken without any sense of wrong. 
The inhabitants of the Ladrones, seeing what gratii- 
6ed them, perhaps, had no conception that they 
should bt debarred from being ^tilled witli what 
they saw. 

Leaving Zamul, they soon came to Humuna, a plea-* 
sant island, and inhabited by a humane people, ready 
to accommodate the visitors with whatever refresh- 
ments the place supplied. Here they recruited their 
exhausted strength, and then passing between several 
noore islands, touched at Buthuan, where they were 
honourably entertained by the king. The natives, 
though certainly unacquainted with Christian forms, 
were obs^ed, or. supposed, by Magellan, to mak^ 
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the sign of the cross at their meals Tbe king's palace 
liad no more external marks of grandeur tlnp a baf- 
loft, being raised upon such high posts that it ccdd 
tiot be entered withoat a ladder. These islands re- 
garded their guests with particular admirafion, and 
even treated them as superiors in the scale of be- 
. ing. The soil was said to be so rich^ that pieoei 
of gold, of the size of hazel-nuts, and some much 
iaiger, were sifted from the common mould of the 
country. 

Tlie king was a coinely man, of an olive complexioD. 
He was clothed in cotton ; wore a dagger with a gold 
haft by his side ; and was decorated with a profusioa 
of gold rings. Magdlan pcesented his majesty vidi 
various coloured doth, and distributed glasses^ knives, 
mod crystal beads among his attendants. It is re- 
lated that one of the islanders offered a Spani^ a 
crown of gold and a cellar for six, threads of cry- 
stal beads, but that the admiral would not permit 
such an unequal traffic to be carried di. If thif 
is true, it evinces a moderation which few of the Spa« 
Jiiards were inclined to imilate in their distant ex- 
peditions. The natives were a very lively peofde» and 
appeared to have np other religious rites amo^ them 
than a certain ceremony which they practued of 
Jifting up their hands and ^es towards heaven, and 
calling on their god Abba. We are further told, that 
they suflered their guests to erect a cross and a crown 
of thorns : but to this they were indnced by a pioftt 
fraud of Magdlants, who persuaded them that this 
cross wouldprotect them from the dangers of lightning 
and tempest, to which this climate is very subject. 

After sailing among several islands, most of which 
aflTorded fruits, goats, and poultry, which supplies 
proved cxtrt»mely beneficial to the mariners, the fleet 
arrived at Zubut on the 7th of April. Here they fired 
a salute on entering the harbour, which at first tliiew 
the inhabitants into great consternation: but on the 
iiatureof the compliment being explained, they were 
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fpeedily reconciled to their guests. The king, Ihow* 
ever^ tfaoi^ht fit to demand Irit^te for touching on bis 
coasts; but tills Magellan ^tly refused to pay. And 
bis majesty having been told that these strangers weo^ 
Portuguese^ vhose countrymen had stormed Calicut, 
and were renowned for their military achievements in 
Jndla^ judged it advisable to desist from bis pretensions^ 
atid to study to render himself as agn^eable as he could. 
Magellan, we are gravely tokl^ had influence enough 
to prevail on this prince, his brother, and the queen, to 
receive the rite of spiritual ablution 3 and that a total 
abolition <^ idolatry took place throughout his domi-» 
nions in the short space of eight days. That the prince 
or his people might be brought to the use of external 
fenns is not very itnprobable -, bttt that they could be 
converted to Christianity was impossible. 1 hey could 
neither understand the language -of Magellan, nor 
cpujd be understand theirs : principles they could ac* 
quire none, without this med'.um of communication : — 
but it is much to be feaced that, in former Times, 
and perhaps now, rites are mistaken for essentials ^ 
and baptishi, which is only the initiatory ceremony, 
is, hy a 'figure of language, taken for religion itself. 

After surmounting at many dangers as man could 
undergo; after seeing himself in possession of his 
wishes, and establishing his character fi^r discernment 
and active skill tp remotest ages, tlie time was now 
approaching that M^ellan was to meet his fate. 
Leaving Zuh&t, he proceeded to the Isle of Mathan; 
I'his was. vnder the government of two kings, from 
whom the Spaniards demanded an acknowledgment 
of tiihotp. This being justly refused, anr open rup« 
tuiQ ensued -, and the admind, with only sixty Spani- 
ards, gisve battle to the natives, whose numbers have 
been irakulated to amount to six thousand. After 
a long, and sharp conflict, in which thd loss on the 
side c>f the Indians was much less than might have 
bevu (xpecttfd, ^id ou both not very considerable. 
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Magellan^ boit^ too fo achranced, was woundeii with 
a poisoned arrow, and placed in the head -with a lance, 
Vftdch termtoated fab life and exploitt. Evea his bodjr 
%as never recovered. 

Some have iraintatned that he was dispatched by bis 
own men, to whom his strict discipime liad rendered 
him odious and iatGlenfols. la former periods of the 
voyage, this migiit have been the case ; hut «ow, har- 
mg reached a iand of plenty, and annnonirted tbeir 
principal difficudties, it oan scanoelj be believed d»t 
the Spaniards would risk their own «aft!ty by vidatiag 
his. Indeed, the most .authentic accounts of this ud- 
fortunate transaction say that his men were modi 
disconcerted at his loss. 

Though Magellan had not the honour «ff being fbe 
first circumnavigator of the globe, ais he was cot ofi* 
before the cempletion of his voyage, yet he showed 
the practicability of the scheme 5 and those who fol- 
lowed him had no xnose claims to original •discovery 
than the fbUoiwers of Cdlambus s Cbey^ indeed, went 
further ; but they knew the tmek in which they were 
to go. 

It is probable, hrmnever, that Magellan had very lit- 
tle idea of meeting with tlsR strait that b&BBts his name, 
liis original thought was to coast along tci the south- 
ward, as the land trended, and, by persdveeaBce, lie 
persuaded himself that a boundaiy would hfer found te 
the new continent as well as the old. - By ^dbling the 
Cape of Grood Hope, a passage was fouira isto the In- 
dian seas; and Magellan did not seem'-ti^ doubt biic 
some other promontory existed which woi^ open a 
way to tba Pacific Ocean. Thus original' 'ftiinds, 
by combinatictn and reflection, nuy strike out plans, 
which, though clear to them, could n<?v«r ha^ been 
conceived by ordinary capacities, nor executlU'littt by 
the first pcojoctors. , 7* • 

But to return.— .After the death 6f Magellan, a com- 
pany of his fbUowers, beitt^ invited to an entertainnietit 



on shore, wete treacherously murdered $ and onlj^don 
JuanSerrauOj.of all wbo landed, was reserved Jilivje, 
in order to procure a lax;ge supply of fire-orms and am- 
munition by way of ransom, fint tliose who Temain«d 
on board, fearful o( being trepanned, woulH hare no 
further intercourse with this perfidious people, and 
sailed away, leaving the unfortunate Serrano to their 
mercy. 

The company on board, wluch amounted to eighty 
men, held on their course towairds the Moloccas, of 
vvhicH Magellan had received some intelligence beiar^ 
his catastrophe. At Behol they burned the ship Con- 
ception, and distributed the hands in the other two. 
From thence they proceeded t© Paviloghan and Chip- 
pir, where there was gold, with plenty of goats,, 
fruits, and spices. The natives treated them in a' 
very amicable manner ; and the prince stained iiis 
body with blood, as a symbol of tlie covenant df 
peace. 

After touching at Caghinan and Puloan, they arrived 
at Borneo, after weathering a tempest. They found 
the Island very populous. Tlie king was a Moor, and 
observed great stale. His capital contained Iwenty- 
five thousand houses. Camphor, dsnamon, oranges 
and lemons were the principal productions of the 
countT}'. While they lay here, they were attacked by 
an Indian fleet which they de:^ated, taking an Indian 
prinue prisoner, who, through negligeoce or design, 
was permitted to escape. 

Passing some other islands, they steered for the Mo^ 
luccas *f and after sustaining anoi(her stoxm reached 
Tiridore, the chief <of 'these li^nds, on4he 8th of K4»- 
vember* Thus one object of '^e voyage was acconw 
pIish6d,-^to«ail to the Moluccas by the west. They 
tbund these islands \a be five an number, abotindii}g 
ill oranges, lemons, pomegranates, and rich apices. The 
iohabluints wero Moors and ^Pagans 5 the latter of 
^^ hich, among other absurdities, were said to worship 
the'lirst object they mot iti the moi^ning; though in 
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point of supersiiiioa the Mahometaiiaj in generalj et' 
ceeded them. 

Having opened 9 warehouse, an advantageous trade 
commenced wiih the natives* Clotli, glass and quick- 
silver tbund A ready exchange for cloves and other vz- 
luable productions of those islands. Provisions were 
abundant and good, of which the Spaniards laid in a 
competent supply. At their departure, they were ho- 
noured by the attendance of the kings of several of the 
Moluccas as £ifasMare, where they took an affec- 
tionate leave. 

Tlie company was now reduced to forty-six Spa- 
niards and thirteen Indians, in their course they 
touched at Timor, where ginger and white sander wood 
abounded, as well as necessary provisions. 

From hence they intended to shape their course for 
the Cape of Good Hope $ but after long waiting fur a 
&vourable wind, they ran down to latitude 42 deg. 
south. Avoiding Mosambique, from an apprehension 
of meeting with the Portuguese, these adveuturen 
were reduced to the last distress for provisions. In this 
situation they reached the Cape de Verd Islands. 
where, notwithstanding they bad cause for fear, such 
was their pressing want, that they chose rather to risk 
being detained than to perish with 'famine. Ac fusi 
they were supplied with provisions 5 but, on landing 
again, thirteen of the crew were seized and made pri- 
..soners. The |^, fearful of the same fate, and un- 
able to contend, set sail without them. Favourable 
gales a.tended their progress, and on the 7th of Sep- 
tember they arrived in safety at the port of St. Lucar, 
under the conduct of John Sebastian Camo, after cir- 
cumnavigating the globe in three years and thirty-seven 
days. Of the whole squadron, only one ship had the 
good fortune to return to Spain ; aud of two hundred 
and thirty •four officers and seamen, the ct)mplement 
at setting out, only thirteen Spaniards survived to viiiU 
their native land« 

Don Sebastian Camo. was received with very extra- 
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ordinary honour by the emperor Charles V., -who, to di- 
stinguish him and his posteri y for ever^ assigned him 
the terrestrial globe for his arms^ with the motto Pri* 
Mus MB ciRCVMDEDisTi^ You liave Jkst surmuntliid 
in€. He likewise came in for many liberal rewards, 
which, had Magellan livedo wonld have beeil pecuU« 
arly his due. 
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VOYAGE OF 

Sin FRAI^CIS DRAKE, 

THE FIRST 

ENGLISH CIRCUMNAVIGATOR. 



NOTWITHSTANDING their insular Mtuation, which, of 
ail others, is best adapted for navigation, the English 
were long ignorant of the advantages which Nature bad given 
them, or indilTereut about their application. But it is charac- 
teristic of this nation, when once ruutted, to persevere long ; 
to improve on whatever original ingenuity has produced ; and, 
by steadily pursuing the same object^ undaunted by opposition, 
undismayed bv difficulties, to leave all competitors betiiud. 

The Eugiisn, indeed, had not the glory of discovering Ame- 
rica, but they soon followed in the same course ; they did not 
find out the wav to the East, but when the track was opened 
they soon joinea in the pursuit, and participated in the spoils. 

The amazing exertions of the Portuguese in their Afrlcun 
and East Indian expeditions, roused all nations to emulation. ^ 
The Spaniards had endeavoured to share the advantages, and 
the English failed not to imitate their example. Spain, indeed, 
teems in this respect to have favoured the views of our coun- 
trymen ; but tlie remonstrances of the Portuguese gave a 
temporary chedt- to their designs. It appears, however, that 
the English frequently traded to the Canary Islands, and even 
established factors there to conduct their trade. 

It was about the middle of the sixteenth century that tlie 
spirit of commerce began to display iuelf in England i and a 
favourable conjunction of ciccumataBces not only kept it 
alive, but extended its influence in the boiith as well a& the 
Nonh. 

Al.out the vrar 1551, captain Thomas Vvrdliaiti. in the 
« 3 
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lion, sailed to Morocco, whither he carried back two Moors, 
of tde royal family, who had been in England. This was eur 
first recorded voyagje to the western coast of Africa ; and few 
are the particulars relative to it which have reached these times. 
It appears, however, that one James Afday, a servant to Sebas- 
tian* Cabato, represented himself as the first promoter of this 
traffic with Barbary. In a letter to a friend, he observes, that 
the command of this ship, and the conduct of the voyage, 
ought to have belonged to him ; but that sir John Lutterel, 
John Fletcher, Henry Ostrich, and others, with whom he had 
joined, died of the sweating sickness; and that he himself 
with difficulty escaped that alarming malady. He further 
states, that before his recovery Thomas Wyndham sailed 
away with the ships, from Portsmouth, bv which he lost the 
sum of eighty pounds. Alday, if we may oelieve his own ac- 
count, seems to have been very ill used ; but as success in all 
ages has generally been set down for merit, next year, 155^, 
\\*e find Wyndham performed a second voyage to Zafin and 
Santa Cruz, without the straits which he nad visited .the 
year before. This gave great ofience to the Portuguese, who 
menaced to treat th^ English as enemies, if they were found 
within those limits. 

Notwithstanding these threats, the following year, the same 
Wyndham and Antonio Anes> Pinteado, a Portuguese, the 
promoter of this attempt, undertook a voyage to Guinea, with 
three ships and a hundred and forty men. They traded along 
the coast for gold, after which they sailed fur Benin, to load 
pepper. In this the two principals in the expedition disagreed. 
I^jnteado knew that the climate and the season of the year were 
most inimical to health ; but he was overruled by Wjnidhani, 
who, too' late, discovered the truth of his associate's remarks; 
and, after having the mortification to see many of his men fall 
a sacrifice to the climate, soon fell sick himself and died. 
Pinteado, on whom the command now devolved, was grdssly^ 
abused by the crews. Before it was possible' to get 'some of 
the merchants on board, who were attending the court of Be- 
nin, he was compelled to set sail, and was at last 8uperi»eded and 
thrust among the cabin-boys, where he fell a raaxtyr to a bro- 
ken heart. Scarcely forty of the men returned to Plymouth ; 
and on the whc^e this was' a disastrous voyage. 

But every attempt thr^w new light on the subject ; and the 
errors of their predecessors were a direction for the conduct of 
succeeding mariners. It was found that this trade was greathr 
productive, and 8i)sceptible of much improvement i it is not, 
therefore, mattev of surprise, that one adventurer followed 
another in the same career. 

In \XH captaji] John I^ck madfe a voyage (9 Africa with 
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three ships; and trading along the coast with cautious circum* 
spectiont was fortunate enou^ to obtain a considerable quan« 
tity of ^Id and ivory in exchange for merchandise. Captain 
Towerson made three voyages to this quarter in the foUpwi'ng 
years, with various success ; but the details are little interest- 
iQg» Baker, Carlet, and Feuner are likewise mentioned as be- 
ing engaged in the African trade ; but where trade is the prin- 
cipal object, it is seldom that the narrative pf transactions 
would be thought worthy of general regard. 

This short connected view, however, of the early progress 
of the English on the coasts of Africa we judged necessary : — to 
have said more, would have swelled the volume without in-i 
creasing its value. But it should be observed, that upon appli^ 
cation to queen Elizabeth by certain merchants, two patent^ 
y^ere granted :^ one for the Barbary .or Morocco trade, in 
1585 ; and the other for the Guinea trade, between the rivers , 
Senej^ and Gambia, in 1588. A third, exclusive patent, was 
obtained b^ anothei* party of adventurers, to trade from the 
rf ver Nonnia to the south of Sierra Leona, extending for about 
one hundred leagues. These patents gave rise to the African 
Company. 

The views of the English enlarging with their successful e^ 
forts, and finding that the discovery of a north-east as well as a 
north-west passage to the Indies nad been attempted in vaia» 
they resolved to pursue the track of the Portuguese, apd push 
their discoveries round Africa, for the East. In 1591, three 
large ships, under the command of captain Raymond, made 
the first arduous attempt, as it then appeared, to double thd 
Cape; and again, another fleet, in 1596, under captain Wood, 
sailed on the same errand ; but the success of neither expedi* 
lion was adequate to the abiHties and exertions displayed, 
tbouj^h they showed what might be expected from the rich pro- 
duction^ of the Indies. Ac length, however, in 1600, a body 
of merchants and gentlemen, to the number of two hundred 
and sixteen, with George earl of Cumberland at their head, so- 
licited and obtained from queen Elizabeth a charter for carry- 
ing on a trade to the East Indies, under the appellation of the 
Company op Mekchants Adventurers. And thus the 
foundation was hid of our oriental commerce, which is now 
without a parallel in the history of nations. But we are antiw 
cipating the order of events. Some of the most remarkable 
early East Ipdia voyages 4mst be detailed at length* 
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Of those who, by their valour and nautical skill, 
ooDtributed to give an eclat to their country, aiid to the 
great princess ihey served, none is more riistinguisbed 
than sir Francis Drake. There appears, howe\cr, to 
be a kind of doud, that frequently obscures the origin 
of celebrated persons, hanging over his early years. 
The patronage given to Drake (like the birth of Co- 
lumbus, whose very name was in dispute) seems to be 
a matter not easily ascertained. It appears, however, 
that he was one of the twelve children ot Mr. Edmund 
Drake, of Tavistock in Devonshire, and that be was 
born in 1545. His father being nmch inclined to the 
protestant religion, under the reign of the cruel nnd 
bigoted Mary, was obliged to retire from his iiatite 
place and settle in Kent, in order to avoid persecuiion, 
Under Elizabeth, he was made a chaplain in the royal 
navy 5 probably, as a small return ior his religious and 
political tenets and sincerity. 

Our hero was early destined for the sea, and received 
that kind of education which was best adapted fur the 
object of his pursuits. Sir John Hawkius, a cele- 
brated navigator*, who was Drake*8 kinsman> is said 
to have early taken him under his protection; At die 
age of eighteen, it is certain, he was purser of a ship 
trading to Biscay. At twenty, he made a voyage to 
Gilinea, which then began to be visited 5 and at twen- 
ty-two, he was promoted to the command of the Ju- 
dith « In tliat capacity, while he lay in the harbour of 
St John de UlJoa, in the Gulf of Mexico, he greatly 
distinguished himself; and participated in the honour 
of all the glorious actions of his commander, sir John 
Hawkins. With him he returned to England, high in re- 
ptitation, but without in the least improving his fortune. 
The events of this vojrage seem to have given Drake a 

* Sir John Hawkins has the credit, if it can be deemed any, 
of < w:.hlishin^.he -iave- tr^tU- on iht C'i:««vr vf Gviwa. 
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rooted enmity against the Spaaiards $ and this only teff- 
m'mated wjth his life. 

Soon after his return home^ Drake projected an ex- 
pedition against the Spaniards in tlie West Indies j 
which was no sooner promulgated, than he had nu- 
merous Tolunteers ready to accompany him. In 1570 
he set out, in prosecution of his schemes, with twp 
siiips 5 and the next year, with only one, in which he 
returned safe, if not with all the advantages he ex- 
pected to derive from his labours. He made another 
expedition in 1572, wherein he did the enemy some 
mischief, and gained a considerable share of plunder ; 
for these expeditions were chiefly predatory. While he 
was prosecuting these enterprises, he had the good for- 
tune to )be assisted by an Indian nation, equally inimical 
with himself to the Spanish name. The prince of these 
people was named Pedro, to whom Drake made^ fine 
present of a cutlass from his side, which he perceived 
the Indian greatly admired. Pedro, in return, gave 
him fi^ur I^rge wedges of gold, wlich Drake threw 
into the common stock, with this emphatic observa- 
tion, ''that he thought it just, that such as bore the 
charge of such uncertain undertakings on his credit, 
should share the utmost advantages they produced.*' 
Then enibarking his men, with all the weakh he had 
obtained, which was very considerable, he bore away 
for England, where he arrived in 1573. 

His success in this expedition, joined to his honour- 
able conduct towards the owners and his men, gained 
hira a high reputation, and the application he made of 
his newly acquired riches a still greater : for, fitting. 
out three stout frigates at his own expense, he sailed to 
Ireland j i?nd serving as a vokuiteer, under Walter earl 
of Essex, performed some prodigies of valour. After the 
death of this noble patron, he returned to England, 
where sir Christopher Hatton, a mighty favourite with 
the queen, introduced hini to her majesty, and pro- 
cured him countenance and protection at court. Thus 
kuking in tlie beams of royal favour, his views e*- 
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Daoded to noUer aims than be bad yet aitempled j and 
ce prc^ted tbat expedition we are now about to re- 
late, whicb will render bis name immortal. 

When a man once gives up tbe reins of iinaglnatioD 
' to views of interest or ambition, nothing will appear 
difficult wbich gives him a chance of gratifyii^ his fa- 
VYMirite passion. Such was tbe case with Drake. Hav« 
ing once bad a prospect of the Great South Sea, he ^ss 
determined tbat no human obstacle should deter him 
fromendeavouring to revisit America, and fern ifiread- 
ing bis sails on tbat ocean. But indefatigable as.be was 
in pursuit of this design, it was not till tbe year 1577 
tbat be bad collected a force sufficient to man five ves- 
sels i and, by a pretended royal authority, appeared as 
admiral, or, as the phrase then was, genezal of the 
iquadron. 

The fleet equipped for this new expedition coin 
aisted of tbe Pelican, the flag Mp^ of eae bnndred 
tons buiiben; the Elizabeth, John Winter vice-ad- 
mm\; the Marygold, commanded by captain Tho- 
mas ^ tbe Swan, of £fty tons, captain John Cbe« 
ater ; and the Christopher, of bfteen tons, which was 
committed to the charge of one of bis carpenters* 

These ships were partly fitted out at bis own risk, 
and partly at the expense of others -, and were manned 
with one hundred and sixty-four chosen seamen. Thej 
were well stored with all necessary provisions ; and, at 
the same time, were furnished with whatever oould 
contribute to ornament or delight; carrying expert 
musicians, rich furniture, and choice productions of 
the country. Not only the admirars table, but the 
cook-room was provided with silver utensils j pertly to 
commaiid a higher degree of respect -, and, perhaps, 
partly to gratify personal vanity, which, in some dia- 
racters, is fomid to be united with the meanest ava- 
rice. 

lliis cautious commander, notwitlistanding his fame 
had been blazoned abroad, reflecting on the difficulties 
to which his men had been exposed in former expedi- 
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tkms^ wliich might have deterred the less resolate ^ or 
more probably, to conceal his real designs from the 
detection of the enensjr, had engaged his erews for a 
voyage to Alexandria; nor was the real destination 
known till th^ reached the coast of Brasil. 

Every requisite preparation having been made. 
Drake sailed from Plymouth on the 15th of Novemb^ 
1577 1 but soon after was forced by stress of weatb^ 
into Falmouth, where he was detained till the 13th of 
December, when he took bis final departure, with all 
the auspices of a favourable voyage. On the 27th of 
the month, the squadron anchored off Mogadore, an 
island about a mile from the continent of Barbary. 
Here having got ready the frames of his pinnaces^ 
which he had carried oat with him, he began to put 
them together. The Moors, observing these proceed^ 
ings, sent two of their chiefs on board the admiral's 
ihip, receiving two Englishmen as lK>sraees. These 
Moors were handsomely entertsuned by Drake, that 
they might form a partial ppituon of the English na- 
tion, 

Next day, however, this firiendly intercourse xi'as at 
an end. One John Fry leaping on siiore from the 
ship's boat, was immediately mounted on horseback, 
and conveyed up ihe coiantry. Though this man, af- 
ter being closely iuterr6g^ted> was dismissed with apo- 
logies and assurances thait tl^ natives had mistaken 
tbis^uadxon for the PdrUignese; from u-hom they eit- 
pected an invasion, the adoNral resolved not to protract 
his stay in this place. Accordingly, he departed on the 
iast day of December ; and after having taken several 
Spanish vessels in his way, arrived at Ciipe Blanco on 
the 17th of January, jvphere the English and the na- 
tives carried on a friendly trafHc to their mutual satis- 
faction* 

Having plundered and discharged his captives at 
Cape Blanco, the admiral proceeded for ttie Cape 
Verd Islands, bikI anchored at Mayo on the 37th of 
January 1578* It was ijiis wish and expectation t*> 
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find a supply df provisioDS here; but the Portcgpese 
having been mterdicted frona koiding any intercoarse 
vkh them, he was in a great meaBttre ihistrated in bis 
design. 

They passed St. Jagoon the 3 1st of the sanieiDoath. 
The Portuguese having disposaesieddie natives ot agreat 
part of this island^ ^ad driven them to the woods and 
Biountains, at this period led a life of great iriicasinesS; 
^ing constantly exposed to the inroads and assaults of 
the aboriginal inha^tants, who watched -every oppor- 
tunity of retaliating the injuries <they had received. As 
Prake*s squadron passed by this island, throe pieces of 
cannon were discharged at them, but without doing 
any execution. In revenge, however, for the insult 
efiered, tiiey took a Portuguese vessel laden with 
wines $ and dischai^ging the a-ew, kept only Nano de 
^Iva^ the pilot, a man who, from has knowledge of 
the American coast, was found of the most essential 
ferviqe In the course of the voyage. 

About this time a mistinderstandtng broke out be- 
tween the commander and a gentleman of the name of 
Doughty, one of bis particuter friends 3 the occasion 
and circumstances of which have been diiferently re- 
lated : but according to the best authorities it originated 
firom some improper conduct of Thomas Drake, which 
his brotlier the admiral was so £ar from punishing or 
censuring, that, from the naoraent be was informed of 
it, he conceived an implacable and unreasonable resent- 
ment against the accuser. This afterwaids lad to a very 
^^i^al event. 

Proceeding on their voyage, they came to Fogo, 
which has q volcano in its centre. They afterwards 
iouched at Brava, which abounded with fruits and was 
extremely well watered ; but, havings. no convenient 
harbour, at that time was destitute of iuhabitaBts. 
Here Drake tilkrng in water, continued his voyage, and 
passed the equator on the 17th of February, after ex- 
periencing a succession of calms 4nd storms. On the 
Sth of April the coast cf iBrasil was descried } and 



next da/ one' of tiie vessels, with twenty-etgbt men on 
board, and some uf tfaie most necess^r^ supples, which 
iiad been mis«ag for more than a week> ibrtunatel/ 
joined her consorts. 

Dariag this iotervaU the qaarrel between the admU 
rai and Doaghtj seems to have been exaoerbatedonfome 
trivial oocasioa : for Drake was determined on his de* 
struction. As a proo( of this, when the fLy boat, on 
board of which Donghty had contemptnously heeo pot, 
separated from the fleet in a storm, the admiral J^icf 
the accident to his charge ; pretending that he was a 
wizard, and whenever there was any bad weather^ 
he osed to say that *' it came out of Doughty's cap.« 
case." 

Atter the storm, sailing soiuhward, they came to Cape 
Joy, so named from the recovery of the missing vesr 
sei. They found no inhabitants at this place, add soon 
resumed their voyage. In thdr course the fly boot 
was again lost sight of^ which deternMned Drake to di^ 
Ainisli itie number of his ships. On the 13th of May^ 
the admiral discovered a bay, and went out in his boat 
to sound it. While thus engaged, he was overtakea 
by a sudden storm at the distaiioe of three ieagues from 
his ships 3 and bad it not been for the active' and im** 
mediate exertions of captain Thomas^ who boldly . 
sailed in to his relief, he must have been cast away. 
Dreadful as this storm was in the hari>our, its effec^ 
were scarcely percepuble at sea. As soon as it abated, 
the crews discoviered the situation of the commander, 
by spme iires whidi had been kindled ; and the parties 
joined gn ahore. 

They saw no inhabitants in this place ; but found 
two wigwams, or Indian huts, and several dried fowls, 
among which were some ostriches. Of the latter, 
they perceived iiiiwy" alive, none of which, however, 
could be caught, from the swiliness with which they 
ran. 

On the'ipth they came to an anchor in a more coo* 
venient bay 5 where the Swan, which had been sepa* 

vot. I. R 
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rated, having rejoined tiie ffeet, was broken up ; and 
the iron work preserved for any future. en:eigencies. 
In their immediate vicinity was an Lsla^ about a mile 
from the main, to which, at low water^ the sea was 
fordable. Here they observed a body of Indians, who, 
by their gestures^ seemed to invite the English on 
shore. Drake therefore dispntched his boat with bells, 
bugles, and other toy*. The natives retired . on jbeir 
landing; but the English, having fixed their intended 
presents on a pole, retired alsoy to give tliem an oppor* 
tunity of taking them without suspicion. On this the 
Indians advanced, and left some of the plumes w:hi(h 
decorated their heads, with a bone, can'ed and bur- 
nished, about six inches longj and spreading their 
hands to the east and the west, and then lifting them 
up to the moon, which shone over their heads, seemed 
to intimate professions of amity. While they wer^ 
busied in these unintelligible ceremonies, the English 
were marching up a hill ; but perceiving that their ap- 
proach gave a new alarm, they again peaceably retired, 
which encouraged the natives, to come forward, and 
open a traffic with the strangers with great ease and 1a- 
miliarity. One of the Indians, being presentt^d with a 
cap by Drake, which he tpok from his own head, re,- 
tired and thrust an arrow into his leg till the blood 
trickled down, which the admiral interpreted, as antxr 
pi-ession of gratitude for the favour, and tliat be WQuld 
shed his blood in his service. 

These people had no covering but the skins of sc-nDC 
wild beasts, which were occasionafiy spread overti)ey: 
shoulders. Their hair was long, and rolled up with a 
plume of ostrich feathers, in which they stupk arrows 
of reeds, pointed with flints. Th^ir bodies -were 
painted with various figures, representing the sup and 
moon, with other devices, somewliat after the manner 
• of the aborigines of our own country, lliey seemed 
totally unacquainted with navigation; and therefore 
had no means of crossing the water. Hence the 
•birds on some neighbouring islands, having never 
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known the tyranny of man, were so tame that they 
su tiered theniselves to be taken by the hand. Such an 
amazing number of seals appeared on the coast, that 
the admiral gave-this place the appellation of Seal Bay. 
On the flesh of -this animal the Indians chiefly subsisted, 
eating it raw, as they appeared to be perfectly ignorant 
of all culinary arts. 

' Frofn hence the fleet weighed on the 3d of June for 
the South Sea ; and, a few days after, coming-to in 
a small bay, the Christopher was broken up, as being 
too small to encounter the stormy seas through which 
they were to sail. ^ Soon after, having lost sight of the 
Forluguese prize, they in vain waited for some time in 
hopes.of her joining ; but at last despairing of her safety, 
they proceeded to Port Julian, where they had the good 
fortune to find her. Two of the natives, of whose gi- 
gantic stature Magellan's people had given sucli an ex* 
iiggerated account, accosted them as soon as they landed, 
received wjth pleasure whatever presents were offered 
them, and, by way of sportive emulation, began show- 
iilg their dexterity in darting j but soon found thera-^ 
selves excelled by their more experienced gues<s; 

This friendly competition was soon at an end^ 
Another' of the natives appearing, seemed displeased 
with the familiarity with which his countrymen treated » 
the strangers, and bad influence enough to provoke 
them to, hostilities. They poured a shower of arrows 
bn the English, and wounded one of them severely. 
Oliver, the master gunner, on this, presented his piece, 
which unfortunately missing fire, he was dispatched by 
another flight of arrows. All was now surprise and 
contiision ; but Drake, who never wanted intrepidity 
and presence of miiKl in dangers, encouraging his men, 
directed them how to shift and avoid the arrows of the 
enemy. Then taking up the gun which had missed 
fire, he dr$charged it at the Indian who had killed the 
gbniier : who, being dreadlully wounded in the belly, 
fied wilh the most hideous outcries. This so intimi- 
jdaiod tlie rest, that they permitted tlie admiral to with«» 
K 2 
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draw hb wocmded men ; and though he remained twe 

months on the coasts he expenenced no other act of 

aggression. 

Here they found the gibbets on which MageUan had 
hanged some of his mutinous crew ) and perhaps the 
spectacle stinatdated Drake to execute his long precon- 
ceived vengeance on Mr. Doughty. Of this tragical 
a^ir there ate various accounts^ but none^ though 
they palliate tbr- admiral's conduct^ that can wipe away 
the stain at deliberate crueltjr. With a mockety of tlie 
principles of justice^ while he observed some of its 
least important forms^ he condemned to death a gen- 
tleman who had been his firiend, and who had followed 
his fortunes by his particular solicitations. The mocK 
tribunal, which had been instituted by Drake, and 
over which he presided himself, opntnrnied the sen- 
tence : but impartial history must acqtiit Dou^ty of 
any criminal charge. Sentence being passed, he was 
allowed a day's respite to settle his ttSairs, both tem- 
poral and eternal : his implacable enemyi it is even 
said, received the communion with him, and, with an 
hypocritical show of regard, assured hixD of his prayen. 
The consciousness of innocence seems to iiave . sup- 
jported this ill-fated gentleman : he broke out into no 
ifivectiyes against his prejudiced judges ; be preser\ ed t 
aerenity of countenance and mind ; recommended his 
friends to the candour of the admiral ;. and submitt<ed 
to death with a heroic constancy aiid fortitude* He 
sufiered decapitation on the 2d of July, 1578, andhss 
left an eternal stain ou the menoory of Drake. 

This execution over, the admiral, by plausible ha- 
rangues and exeuses, endeavoured to justify his con- 
duct i bnt though his crews, who did not dare to mur- 
mur^* might acquiesce in his decision, we will not tira 
our readers with the flimsy arguments he used. From 
an impartial review of the whole business, as far as 
existing authorities would enable us to judge, we have 
delivered our opinion without rescn^e. Cruelty we ab-i 
bor, and npt the Jess so for wearing the piask cf justice, 
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The fleet being now recjuced to three ships, by the 
Warygold having separated in a storm, which com- 
pelled the captain to make the best of his way to Eng- 
land, the admiral left Port St. Julian, and entered the 
^straits of Magellan on tlie 20th of August. In this in- 
tricate and dangeroiis navigation, they discovered an 
jrjland, to which they gave tl}e name of Elizabeth, in 
honour of the queen. Though this passage sometimes 
seemed entirely landlocked, by capes and promon- 
tories, tjiey effected it in a shorter space of time 
than has ever been done by any succeeding navigator. 

^lagellan had observed many harbours here ; but re- 
niarked that they were without soundinv^s. This doe? 
not appear to be actually the case. The real danger 
arises from the tides and gales continually meeting in 
comrary directions. Tiie harbours are not bad ; and 
the land on both sides rises into innumerable moun- 
tains, the tops of which are encircled with clouds and 
vapours, which condensing, fall in snow, and increase 
the eternal luads of jce. The valleys, however, are 
not witliout some appearance of verdure and fer- 
tility. 

Anchoring in a bay near Cape Forward, in the straits, 
Drake observed a canoe with several of the natives in 
it. I'his Vessel, to his astonishment, he found was 
constrntted wholly of bark, sewed together with thongs 
and filaments of seal-skins, so compactly executed, 
that little wa'ter could penetrate. The people appeared 
well formed, and were painted like those in the vici- 
nity of Port St. Julian. On the shore they had erected 
a hut with poles, covered with skins j and all their ne-^ 
cessary utensils were formed of bark. Among these 
natives, a share of sagncity and indefatigable industry 
supplied the place of such manufactures, or natural 
productions, as, in more civilized countries, are cjeemed 
indispensably necessary for the comforts, of lif^. Though 
wholly strangers to iron and its use, they substituted 
the shell of a muscle found, on the coasts in its stead. 
f his tln^y ground on a. stone to an edge so firm and so- 
R 3 
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lid, that neither wood nor stone could resist it ; and 
with these instruments they performed all their mecha- 
nical operations. 

On the 6th of September, after a passage of only 
sixteen days, Drake entered the Great South Sea, in- 
tending to hold on his course towards the equinoctial 
}ine. 

But the very next day, aft^r observing an eclipse of 
the moon, the fleet was overtaken by such a violent 
storm, that they were wholly at the mercy of tlie 
winds and waves, which, after beating them aboul for 
a montli in the greatest distress, left them at last tuo 
Bundred leagues out of their course, in latitude 55 
south. 

Here they discovered a number of islands; and 
coming to an anchor near one of them, found a very 
desirable supply of water and vegetables. A iew In- 
dians, the inhabitants, readily trafficed with the Eng- 
lish J and exchanged provisions for the usual baubles 
most valuable in the eyes of uncultivated nations. 

Departing from these shores, another storm arose, 
and drove them to the very extremity of the South 
American coast, where they saw, for the first time, the 
conflux of the western and southern oceans ; and at 
lengtl) enjoyed the felicity of sailing on a calm and 
unruffled sea, to which they had been so long strangers. 

Drake now directed his course for 30 deg of south 
latitude, steering for the rendezvous appointed in case of 
separation of his little fleet ; and, in his way touched 
at certain islands, where he found a supply of fowls. 
When he arrived at the wished-for latitude, he found 
neither ships nor convenient harbours : he therefore 
advanced to Macao, where the natives, making a 
show of friendship, and presenting the Knglish with 
two sheep and fruits, and pointing to tiie watering 
place, the latter repaired there next day with their 
casks. The Indians, ^rbbabl]^ itiistaking their Victors 
for Spaniards, by whom they had befen crtielly used, 
laid in ambusb> and killed two bf the boat's crew 



ti^ho were most fidvaiicedj and poured such & slower * 
of arrows into tlie boat, ihtet not one escaped un- 
wounded. The admirsll himself received an arrow 
under his eje ; while owing to the unfavourable situa- 
tion of the English, and the elements warring against 
them, not one of the natives was eitlicr killed olr 
wounded in this conflict. 

Without delay tliey proceeded for St. Riilip's Baj,, 
where the boat's crew having been sent on shore for 
discoveries, returned with an Indian prisoner, of grace* 
ful form and complacent behaviour. Ihis man, after 
being well entertained, was again set on shore, and by 
his influence with his countn-men, a traffic commenced 
between them aiTd the English. The same Indian af- 
terwards was engaged as pilot, to conduct the fieet to 
the harbour of Val Parizo, near St. Jago, where the 
adventurers were liberally supplied with wine and pro- 
visions from the store houses; and besides, had the 
good fortune to capture a ship with sixty-thousand pe- 
sos of ^old on board, exclusive of a valuable lading of 
wines. At first the Spaniards took thetn for ^beir 
friends, and invited them to partake of their good 
cheery but soon perceiving their mistake, instead 
of endeavouring to defend their property, the towns- 
men fled J Nvhile Drake fotind so much plunder in 
the place, as employed his party three days to carry it 
off. 

The Indian being conveyed to his native shore and 
well rewarded, Drake next turned his attention to the 
building of a pinnace, to run up creeks and harbours ; 
and for th;s purpose, fixed on a bay near Coquimbo* 
On arriving here, one hundred Spaniards on horseback 
came out to meet them : all the English prudentJy re- 
tired, save one, who obstinately persisted in stayii9{ 
on shore ; and after a desperate defence, being slaia 
by the Spaniards, his head was siTuck off In the sight 
of his countrymen, and displayed ki insultng txi- 
umph. 

Hie harbour being found unsafe^ I^ake discovered 
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another bay, where havipg erected his pinnace, he 
sailed to rejoin his companions *y but was forced back 
by contrary winds. Landing afterwards at a jwrt called 
Sarcipaxa, they discovered a Spaniard asleep, with bars 
of silver, to the amount of four tliousand ducals, lyirg 
by him ; which treasure they secured without distiub- 
ing the repose of its guardian. 

The next exploit on this coast was unloading eight 
Peruvian sheep of their burdens of silver, each animal 
carrying about a hundred weight of that metal in 
leather bags, thrown across their backs. These sheep 
are the most valuable animals of the country 5 they not 
only supply food and raiment, but are the universal car- 
riers over rocks and mountains, wllere no other beast 
could travel. 

Proceeding further on, the English saw several In- 
dian towns, the natives visited them in a new and ex- 
traordinary marine conveyance. This was two seal- 
skins blown up with wind, on which the Indian seated 
himself, and then directed with much adroit ne^^s. 
Glass and toys found a ready exchange for the ccidiuq- 
di ties of the country, and even some of the ^'pauijh 
setders appear to have carried on a kind of contrabaiid 
trade with the English. 

On the 7th of February 15/9, ^^^y arrived at Arica, 
where they found three small vessels, on board of whit h 
were fifty-seven ingots of silver, each weighing aboi^t 
twenty pounds, 1 he crews being all on shore, the 
English made an easy prize of the treasure ; but th.ough 
the town promised abundance of wealth, Drake did 
not venture to attack it, judging his numbers insuffi- 
cient for the enterprise. He therefore sailed for Chili j 
and in his way boarded a vessel laden with linen and 
cloths, from which he took out such articles as he 
thought necessary, and then suffered her to depart. 

An express had been dispatched from Arica, with 
news that Drake was on the cpast, which arriving two 
hours before he reached the port, the master of a ship, 
tljpt had three hpndred thousatid pesos on boa^d, threw 
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it into the %ea, and escaped with hb crew on ihore* 
Of this cirSbmtmnce^ and that be was dkcovered, and 
the natives on tfaait guards he was apprised by an 
Indian. 

The admiral, thus disappointed in his hopes of Cak- 
ing the place by surprise, immediately sailed £ar Lima* 

Here he found a number of Spanish ships in the 
harbour, which nutd^ no resnstance, though some of 
them were of considerable force, and most of tbeni 
richly, laden. Mad any opposiiion beet) attempted, it 
tnnst have brought destroctian on Drake> to cope with 
auch unequal numbers $ but the Spaniards being takeQ 
by surprise, and intimidated by the extracn^dinary bold- 
ness (^ this adventurer, lost all their energies, and 
tamelj saw him plunder their property. 
. But his suocess spurred him on to still greater at** . 
temps : being informed that the rich ship, the €aca*^ 
fuego, had sailed thsee days be&re^ to Paita, he re-^ 
solved to pursue her ; but finding that she had actually 
proetifoded to Paiiatfia, he altered hiscdurse accotdingly, 
Ohd proniiied thsit the $m man who q>ied her should 
l>e pf eseiited with his own gold chaiti^ which reward 
Was gained by his brother John. On tb4 first of March 
they came up M^ith this vessel, which struck after a 
Uight tesista^ej wheti the^ found such a quantity cf 
treksure> as eiib^lo^ed them till the €th in tnmspoi^ing 
on bdard the admk^*i squadron. We are told, $m 
contained an ihunense ^uantiQr of jewels, thirteeai 
chests of ^ddey^ eighty pbunds of gold, and wrought 
plate to a great amount, eaolusire aH six tons of unre^ 
iioed silver. 

According to a Sp^iisb writer, after the departure oT 
the English for Lima, the •governor fitted out three 
ships with catii)6ti and two hundred men, whidi he or* 
dered to pursue Dtake > but th^t the time necessary 
for equipping them, gave the English ah opportunity 
of failing in with (he Cacafuego^ the captain of which, 
seeing a ship in full sail after him, supposed she might 
be dispatclied with some intelligencQ 4br h.m, audk 
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therefore lay-to, to vtrait j nor did he discover his mis- 
take, till it was too late to. attempt an escape ; aod for 
defence he was not properly prepared, having uo sus- 
picion of an enemy to encounter. 

I'he commander havuig dismissed the- Spanianlsj 
after exonerating them of. their treasure, shaped his 
course to the westward 5 while the three Spanish ships, 
in pursuit of him, having missed him in the expected 
route, sailed with a view of intercepting him at the 
Mraits of Magellan. But fortune still favoured Drake ^ 
for, in his way he fell in with a ship from tlie West 
Indies, laden with China ware, silksj and cottons, and 
other oriental productions. 

The owner being on board, wished to i^nspm tke 
vessel, by presenting the admiral with a falcpn of solid 
gold, having an emerald .:of extraordinary size and 
beauty on tbe breast^ and a gold cup. iTo this Drake 
added ifour chests of porcelain> and then disniissed 
them. 

. Having put into- a harbour on a small island, a coasts 
ing vessel was perceived passing by. Being brought to, 
ihe admiral took out of her a quantity of sarsaparilla; 
butter, and. other goods. After refitting his own ship, 
and laying in wood and water, be again put to sea on 
the 26th 'of Mareh. In the beginning of April, they 
j^ave chase to a ship whicli they had spied, m the even- 
ing, and came up with her in tfce morning, before her 
crew was alarmed. From this yessel they supplied 
themselves with bale goods to a great amount. AJ^9^g 
the passengers was doa Franqisco Xarate, who was 
charged with letters from the court of Spain to the go- 
vernor of the Philippines, and had a set of sea- charts 
in his possession; which-«were vexy. useful, to the cap- 
tors. A Spanish pilot was likewise taken out and de- 
tained, who conducted them. safe to Angualulci^ on the 
'f3th of April. " ' 

As soon as they landed at this -port, the admiral 
marched his men dirpctly to the town, where the chict 
magistrates, were then sitting la judgement on soa)Q 
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Indians accused of a conspiracy^ for setting fire io tko 
piace. The . fate of thes^ wretches would, have been 
tixetl, had not the English «o opportunely arrived^ and 
made bgth tlie judges and thie^ criminals alike tlieir 
prisoners, and conducted Uiem in tiiuoaph to the com- 
mander's ship. 

The judge was now compelled to send a wfitten 
order to the governor to surrender the town, from 
v\ hich tlie English brought away a very considerable 
(jii^ntity of valuable plunder y so that by this time the 
ships were.ajmost full of treasure. 

Fortune having so far befriended these lucky adven- 
turers, they began to reflect ti^at they had a fickle god- 
dtjss.to depend on j andbeing,^ually fearful of losing, 
as- (hey were eager to enjoy what, with so much labour 
and risk, they had. obtained, their thoughts were 
utrned on (heir native land. Drake represented the 
necessity of first finding a convenient harbour, where- 
in ibey' might refit ; and expatiated on ihe honour, as 
well as the convenience, of discovering a nearer aud a 
new passage to Europe, which he did not deem im- 
practicable. 

His influence and authority prevailed over the secret 
wishes of individuals, and they accordingly sailed into 
z\ port. in. the isle of Canes, where, taking in wood 
and watvr, t*h^y prepared to explore a north -west 
passage J but after sailing to latitude 43, the qold 
proved ^so. intolerable to persons who had been so 
long habituated, to a warmer climate, that the admiral 
wad obliged to relinquish his project, and alter hi^ 
course. 

This disappointment, however, did not discourage 
Drake. He now resolved to execute his original &r 
sign of steering for the Moluccas, and returning by 
thtj Cape of Good Hope. In pursuance of this in ten-' 
tioti, they spread their sails to the nortliern winds, 
and on the 17th of June anchored iq a commodious 
harbour in latitude 38 deg. 30 min. north, 

Next dayj a canoe navigated by a single person ap,« 
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proaehed the fkn^, who seemed to nmke a kind of 
oration. He repealed liis viflits a second and a thini 
time, and, at the cxmclusioD of hit laM faafangue, made 
« present of a crown of black featbers, md a basket 
tilled with a kind of heib^ for which be was averse t9 
receive any return. 

It was not, however, till the third day that the ad- 
miral ventured to bring his ships dose to this friendly 
shore to refit. On landing, tbe English still question- 
ing the Bincenty of the aacives, raised a fortification of 
earth, fenced with palisadoes, to secure the lading; 
and, while this work was preceedizig, the Indians 
viewed their progress with admimcion, but without 
showing tlie least jealouyf. Tlie admiral at length, 
oonvin^ of their sineerity, having prevailed on them 
to lay aside their bows and arrows, presented them 
with some linen, and other articles, more curioos 
though less valuable, which the natives received with 
the utmost demonstrations of gralitnde. 

Two days afterwards, their nunnfbers being greatly 
increased, they stationed themselves on tbe top of a 
hill, and drawing the attention of the English by their 
Ibices and gestures, gave them the first IdSsa that they 
meant to pay them a kind of religious vbceratign, ic< 
cofdin^ to the customs of the country.. In this opi- 
nion Drake and bis att^dants were confirmed, by a 
long oration delivered by one of the Indians, at the end 
of which, aH hts countrymen bowed their heads, and 
rq)eBted something like the syllable Oh, as expressive 
of their approbation. "Rien leaving their bows and 
arrows, they were conducted to the tents, and kiudjy 
l^eived by the commander ; while the women, who 
still remained at a distance, to survey the passing %ene, 
began to tear thems^es with their nails, and to fall 
prostrate on tlie ground, in token of reverence. 

Soon after, two ambassadors arrived from the king, 
who demanded certain tokens ef peace, which being 
complied with, his majesty paid a visit to the settle- 
aient. A p^soQ preceded him, bearing a mace of 
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Ufliclt m^, emamtMeA itrltk chtius of homor booe^ 
nrhiclicmdistiBetiyeof raok amioog tb^a* Tbe mo- 
nttrobome oexi, apfHirdled in «kiiM, and wearing a 
besmti&l orewti of fdiumei curkraalj intermixed. A 
bundrri iMuy .pCi»<HMi)»]e mfo served for bis i^&rd^ 
who-vMeliebitod in a oeaify similar mmner with tbo 
aioMCpk; and ttie oemnEiou peopk carried baskets of 
loots and fish* 

Timif^ tbis proeessiott and tbeir whole manner iH^-* 
ikalad notbtng ibot poace^ tbe acbnlral took tlie pne* 
caution of drawing up his men in order ; while thej 
wpignKKhtd'i tiM when they^ stopf^ed^ the sceptre- 
baner ba^an a kied of song and daoee^ in whidi bis 
«0U»ti7D9eD joined; while the women silently ao- 
eonpaaied ^bem in -die gestic exercise. 

Brerx look^ cv^^ gestuue being calculated to re- 
OBove aoiptckw ^f hoHiie intentions, they were at kist 
adrtiitted intofthe camp, where the dance and song were 
repeated; and, after another harangue, ihepuiportof 
whicb scedsed to be; to eyincethe desire tbe sove* 
ceiga had to couf^ his kingdom on Drake, he was 
imxaodmtoljr crowned and invested with sH the insignia 
«f roffakf ; aftar which he was saluted with the title 
^hiol^» or kjog. Tbese o^remoaicd being ended; ti;^ 
admiral now traniferred his sovereignty to f^izabetb^ 
by taking possession in Jher name ; while the commoci 
}»oopie toM tbeir j0^ in sacb a n^aoMier as to aiFect the 
feeliii^sof tbe I'kiglHib* Th^ voluntary laceration c^ 
the body, wbi<:H b»$ been pnK^tised among various sar 
vageaatio&Sj is «ieaM to express the h'^lt^ proof of 
tespect and autmniasipn^ «nd in aosne places k is used to 
denDoiistrate <e8Ki«9 of grief. 

Visits of friendship y«*e rapesM by the natives^ 
and, in wtum /^ ^ha coafidt^nce sad ^nerodtty the/ 
displayed, Drake and some of bia men made an ex*- 
cursioa op tiha oon^ry^ larbich tb^ £»UBBd ntfturaUy 
^ertde, aodweUsttoeked wftth^^Kt, and «) animal oif 
the tnt>bic kind* The babrtaiiens were holes dug to a 
coiivet^eiitd«plfe» and raised <^i!tb lafters meeting in 
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the centre. The fire was kindled in the tniddle of rtie 
hat,and no aperture being left for the smoke, it escaped 
by f he d«K»r. Rushes supplied these simple people for 
beds. The womeii wore a kind of petticoat formed of 
bullrushes ; but the niien in general were perfbcdf 
Daked. All the useful arts^ all the delicacies of life 
seemed to be unknow;n among them : they even caaght 
iish with their hands ; being either ignorant .of the 
vise of nets^ or not wanting tliem, so dexteraos had 
habit rendered themin seizing the finny race with their 
hands. 

Though the acquisition of this territory was only 
valuable to Drake^ by, furnishing him with provisions 
and a safe resting-place^ and could not be regarded as 
of much utility to his country; yet beseems to have 
plumcki himself on the grant, and before his departniVp 
caused the circumstances of the resignation, to be en- 
gmven on a brass plate, and fixed up as a memorial ot 
the transaction. 

When the stranger? were about to depart, the i 
friendly natives expressed the liveliest sorrow. ' Tbey 
fcept them as long as possible in view from the hills, 
and lighted up fires, as if intended for sacrifices, 
which the English construed into the last and greatest 
mark of respect that could be paid them. Vanity, 
however, m'ghr have a share in some of these concla- 
sions : however, when it is considered, with what 
esteem, verging on adoration, the Spaniards were first 
received by the Americans, we may in general give 
implicit credit to the account of the reception of our 
countrymen here. The admiral gave these acquired 
dominions the appellation of New Albion, from the 
white cliffs that environed the coasts. 

It was on the 23d of July that they quitted these 
shores, and after touching at some of the neighbour- . 
ing islands, it was resolved, m a general conniltation, t" 
sail for the Moluccas. Steerhig westerly, they did mi 
come in sight of land till the 30ih of Seprember, when 
they discovered some islands in latitude 20 -north, th^- 
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inhabitants of wbkh at first came peaceably to ex- 
change provisioDS for £aix)pean coniinodiues; but 
gro!«^og insolent from the mildness with which they 
were treated^ Drake thought. proper to give them an 
idea c^ his' power, by ordering a discharge of his prd- 
nanoe, whieh^ without injuring any ou&> checked the 
pYogresft of rode aggression. • . 

Oa the 3d of November, our adventurers had the 
pleas&re to espy the Moluccas, and ibcir intention was 
to touch at Teridore*. As they coasted aJong the island 
of Mutna, the viceroy of the king of lernate paid 
them a visit ; and recommended an application to his 
master for supplies, and not to the Portuguese, who 
were at enmity with tuni. * This suggestion prevailed 
^n the admiral to adopt the scheme,, and he anchored 
jbefcre Ternate. Threei large barges, in which wa» 
/the viceroy, accompanied by several of the principal 
nobles, came out to conduct the vessel sale into port. 
The king likewise, after receiving a present of a vel- 
vet cloak in token of amity, came in great state, and 
was received under the discharge of cannon, while the' 
music welcomed his aj^roach. In testimony of his 
approbation, he invited the performers on board his 
own barge* Thus it appears, tliat it is not only among 
polished nations, that superior respect, is paid to those 
who gratify the sense, rather than to those who are ca- 
pable of improving the mind. 

This prince had guards who were acquainted with 
the use of fire^ arms, though javelins, and bows and 
arrows were their principal weapons. He is described 
2» a person of a majestic mien and graceful aspect. 
lli» attendants were dressed iu cottons and calicoes, 
and some of them liad a venerable appearance. When 
the ship came to an anchor, the king withdrew, havKB 
ing £rst given permission^to his subjects to traiiic with 
the strangers, and intimated that he should return in 
the space of two days. This promise, however, he did 
not perform, but sent his brotha: with an excuse, 
prake leaving sent some gentlemen on shore, they 
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were conducted to the palace^ and being ioftrodiiodl W 
court, fouod nesrly one thoftwad people nysafobled. 
Or esch side of tlwoxlerior gate waited §qw iiHerpie- 
ters of other coumries. Among the coortien were 
sixty privf councillors. When his niflgestj appealed, 
be was splendidly diessed in cloth of gold, and bis hair 
was interwoven with golden rioglbts : on his fingen he 
wore a profusion of diamond rings ; and a <^wi of 
gold encircled his neck. Near his diair, stood a p^ 
with a 6n set with sapphires, which he used lo cool 
the air. In short, his nwjesly displayed abimdaat 
•tate« and leoeivcd the Engiuih with marks of boooor 
and respect. 

While the adicniFel lay .here, a Chinese, vrbp re- 
ported himself to be descended from the ieo^penal 
racfe, came on board. He ackixywledged that he had 
bean accused of some capital crime in liits.owa conntiy, 
and being onable to invalidate the chai^ge by evideooe^ 
had been aentenced to exife; the torm of which wp 
tot)e extended tilliwcoqki return with some intel- 
ligence that might be bonounble or tiimaUg^ov^ to 
th& htofitt* MtBt an absence of three yeat?^ & fy»i 
of Drake brought htm from Tidore, in o^der to con- 
verse with a person who had visited so man/ couoteies. 
The English , commander pitying his ccmditioD, aad 
peihaps a little vain of the opportunity which was given 
him of spreading his reputation, ocdered 9Qe of the 
company to vecite twice over, thpse occurmnces which 
were most remarkable in the covuae 9( tibe weytge- 
The exile having heard the drtail, thanked Hnivea 
that he had niet with so much inibmiatian $ m^d de- 
|arted well satisfied, that he shouM be hcoouwiMy 
received in China, where he wished to persiKufe th^ 
Admiral to acoompany him. 

Having shipped between four and five'tena afxAcmeu 
they sail^ itotn Temate on tiiie gth of ^^embor, and 
4)eiiding to tlie southward^ put into an iMii^iibi^ 
«»land, which was pleasaajt and fttU of iwooda^ flod 
ebouoded in thitf curions meat^ Hm fi^«%r. Heae 
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ihey refitted the ships, a task now become- absolutely 
necessary, and refreshed thertiselves with fmits and 
tortoises. ^ 

On this island they had the inhumanity to leav'e a 
wale and female negro, whom they had taken out of 
one of the Spanish prizes. The poor girl was about 
fifteen years of age, and had become pregnant by 
Drake or one of his company. Ihese unfortunate 
beings they contrived to send up the country on some 
pretended errand, and weighing anchor while ihey 
'were gone, left them to their fate. It is impossible to 
pass over an incident of this kind without reprobating 
such unieeling conduct^ either in our own countrymen 
or foreigners. It is our wish to mend, not to corrupt 
tli€ heart 5 and whenever our province obliges us to 
give recitals or anecdotes disgraceful to human nature, 
it shall be our study to reprehend, while we record. ; 

In his course Drake fell in with a number o;f islands, ^ 
whose names are not preserved 5 and just wl.en he 
thought himself disentangled irom the danger's of such 
ajiavigation^ the ship struck on a hidden rock in the 
night. This shock was felt the more severely, as it 
was little expected When the crew perceived their si- 
tuation, murmurs began to arise among ihem$ and 
the commander was exposed to some virulent invecti\es. 
Pletcber, the chaplain, in particular, tartly observed, 
that the men were likely to suffer for the crimes of 
their captain ; a reflection which seemed to wound 
Drake severely j but knowing this was not. a time to 
hhow his resentment, he dissembled bis rage, and .stro\*e 
to conciliate the minds of his people, by exerting him- 
self to the utmost to surmount the danger. As the 
vessel was not bulged, he endeavoured to light her, by 
causing the guns and waiercasks to be thrown over- 
board, and having recourse to the pump, found tlie 
water did not gain upon them. He now wished to 
bring the ship to an ai^hor j but the rock* rising P^r- 
|.endK'blarly in the middle of the Fea, he could find no 
l:]vry picper to f.x oue. This dirticulty, however,. hjft 



vndesroiired to conceal, lest k thodddis^kHt^ihaA^ 
.bat, flfter sticking hat for twant^^bur hbors^ 4e be^jgn 
to lose all bopes of deliverance ^ and exhorted iib meh 
to ibfget all aniiDositiet^ and to pvepoie Ibr tbe %ors( 
«vietit. While they remained ki this Asfufei a i i ie sitfl«» 
tMB, the cbq>lain administere^d the saorattieiit to tbeta 
all> and thus confirmed their reconciliadon^ 

Bat Providence yet fevoured Drake. WfaeB4Mreiy 
my of hope was gone, the wind sodde^ ds^Bdy ant 
blowing Iresh from a diffeient quai?ter> >httv«d the 
ahip off the rock^ without any very colisidBrafafedaiaiige. 

Thus libo'ated from their periioin silmttiNi, thcf^ 
jvoceeded with slow circumspection tili the^ mufaed 
the island of Baratene^ where the^r repansd the dn- 
Ikiage, and were hospitably seomed ^y l^ ^doat and 
kls people. They foand the natives at oaoe waiiike» 
foctai, and happy among themsdvies, as weH as sadi:d- 
g)eii{ to strangers. 

Departing trom thence, they pt:oceeded to Java, wliettK 
the king entertained Drake on shote, suA gtmk^ 
liberty to furnish him^ielf with whatever «i:9plieB Ihs 
d^nlnions afforded. Having now- prepaixxi for die 
further prosecution ef hisi^age, Drake had the mat- 
llfication to ^nd his men tnutinous for an irom«A2afe 
tetuin home, while it s^ems liis owa views nmre dif- 
ferent. 

Forced from iromioent danger, the adnmal tiow 
t%e«idit he migiit suffer his dormant rasenttianu against 
fletoier, the cha^^in, to appear. On {N^teeoeiof his 
spiriting up the crew to opposition, he caosed hkti to 
he festened with a chain by one of his kgs in (he fi>re* 
castle of the ship. Amidst his vengeanoa, .as we hirre 
seen in the case of Doughty^ he always preserved aimie 
forms of external justice. After the divine was «e- 
<:ilred, he odied the company together, and ex^etiat- 
in^onhis crime, he thus addressed him: '*Fh»cis 
-Fhetchier, I do her«^ excommunicate thae out of tlie 
church of God, and from all the benefits and grftces 
thereof and I renounce thee to the denl and all hla 



AUgik,^ M^r tfaifi curious ibrro^ wliioh t<^uld have 
hettcor ^uil^d tiie cbar^cter of a niooJc, tie ckar^ged 
Plecther^ <m p^in of deat^ not once to come before the 
^va9U, 'tod swixa if he did that he should be hanged. 
Not «atij|fied with 4hi«, he oirdered a posey to be writ- 
ten and boimd round his am^ cootaiotpg these words, 
*' Firaocis JFietcber^ the falsest fcoave that liveth^'' 
aod assiued him that it would be capi^l to tear it^fF. 

After M, the adroiral foand hiime^ oon^lkd lo 
comply with the desires of his people, and steering 
for ^ Cape of Good Hope, and douhlii^ it on the 
i 5th of June^ arrived at Sierra Leona, wkliont expe- 
riencing any of those dangers wJiich liad been geiie- 
rally supposed to attend diis navigation, and whidi it 
was found the Portt^ese had exaggerated to promote 
theirown intersst. 

Aft^. staying two days at Sierra Leona^ they again 
spread their sails to favouring gales ; and, after a pro* 
.^b^ttvous voyage, fell in with the Island of Ferram on 
tha 1 Ith of ^ptember^ and from thence proceeded m 
a diract €quF6e ior Ea^and, with impatience to behold 
their native iaiHl. 

They entered Plymouth harbour on Monday Sep- 
tevaber,^, I5S0 ; but^ according to their calculation, 
it *was <m Sunday, 1 lie. losing or gaining of a day, ac-^ 
cordk^ to the course steered in the circumnavigation 
of the ^be, is now s»fiicieotly accounted for. Drake 
had spent two years ten months and a few days' in 
this acmel undertaking $ and had the felicity of return- 
ing with immense riches, and a iame the most exaked 
lor his enterprise. 

The news of his arrival was soon blazoned through 
tii6 kiagdoB]> and as it was an age in which heroic 
deeds challenged admiration and regard, his reputa- 
tion was raised to a very high pitch -, and «uch as af- 
^ted to disl^inguish themselves as the patrons of arms 
andarts^ were eager to show him testimonies of their 
&vour. ' 

It could not howev^ be expected^ that so bold an 
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enterprise, attended with such unboundei applaas^. 
should pass without the customary tax of censuTe, and 
that some should be found anxious to depreciate his la- 
bours. Such gave out, that his surrounding the globQ 
served only to amuse common minds, and that the 
main business he had in view was plunder, of which 
th(*y said he had obtained enough to exempt the nation 
from taxes for seven years ; that as this nation was not ac- 
tually at war with Spain, it was dangerous to countenance 
such an adventurer, since the public might be obliged 
to pay dear for his captures ; that our merchants had 
much property in Spain, ard that it was reasonable to 
fear, that a confisraiion might take place eqCiivalent to 
his depredations. These objections, originating as nmch 
from envy as patriotism, made an impression on many. 
The Spanish amb.issador also attacked Drake by spirited 
memorials, in which he was styled '* the Master Thief 
of the unknown World." " 

The friends and patrons of the admiral, however, 
finding themselves wounded through his sides, . tcok 
ample pains to vindicate his conduct j alleging in has 
behalf, tliat he had the queen's commission to justify 
his making reprisals ; ihat the more wealth he had 
brought home, the more the nation was indebted to 
.h^im ^ that the Spaniards by their injuries had provoked 
this aggression; and that even in case of confiscation, 
means of retaliation might be found, or the Indian 
treasure would be an equivalent. 

Such were the reasonings on both sides; while mat- 
ters remained in suspense ; for the quetn prudenily 
seemed to listen to contending sentiments, before she 
divulged her nwn; 

In this situatipn of uncertainty things remained for 
a considerable time ; during which it is highly probable 
Drake felt much anxiety, lest after all his toils abroad, 
he might be declared a pirate at home. There is, how- 
ever, reason to believe that Elizabeth delayed a disclo- 
sure of her sentiments from , motives of .true policy, j 
tiiat she might see what effect this transaction might 



m tb« court cf Spain i md to pnev^nt an actual 
niptui9» she even consented iio p«rt wiih ac«ie small 
9aiiia%oMcnda0iii tbeSpaniiliagont 

At l«t« when ns^ert were sofiicieatJy ripe for an 
mffowdl, Ibe quoen t]^«w off the veil «et oncf , m>d no* 
4ke toviogibn^n given of her intmitioPj tm the 4th of 
April, l^i, abe vent on board the admiial's afaip ^ 
JDcptfoRti wheieshc ifas xnagtuficcntlir entertained ; 
and after dinner, ii»a g|»cionsl||r pleased to confer the 
jboftourof kaightfapod on Drake, ielltng hkn« at the 
•anae tisne, tfakhis ncllnns did him more hononr than 
Ills tttje. A pcod^Dfl crowd attended hoc majesty on 
this oGcaniou, ao that the hridge ibom the afaore to the 
sUp^ was hrohen dowa by the tiooeahe >gctf en boards 
and two hundred persona wew pnacipitated into the 
^haaaes, cf which not ene watlost or hurt; nrhich 
the qneen a^forihed to the gpod i&rtune of t^ adnurai. 

Afier thb public approbation cf ^tbe sovereign, all 
ranks ^pecame ze^lcms to tettifj thdr coagratubitjoBs ; 
.«Dd aar Exaoeia Dmke ^Xkk icir hisdeviee^terraque- 
Ausglobe, and to his usual motto Divxifo aoxuao^ 
^ded TV -Raiiatts CincpanBAisTi mj« 

His aiup vofl pi^earared many years at Deptferd as a 
auiignlar curiosity i and when idmost cntisely <^caytd, 
m chair was qade out of its malerisds and presentinl to 
the Umaeraxty of Oxibrd, where it is still to be aeea. 

With j^gard <to i^e qnasEttty of tnasuie obtained in 
jtluB snoeesstnljUten^, a Spanish waiter, Ijxptz Vaa, 
bas tlius stated it. He says that Drake carried ^^om 
-the ooaat of Pern eigl^ hundred and sixty^shL thousand 
pesos (^aiiver, «equal to ioight hundred and sixty .^hc 
•quintals, every ijnintal ooatatning one hondred !weigbr^ 
^nd amounting in the whole to one nullion one hunted 
mod thirty«nine thousand two hundred ducats. He al- 
so obtained one hundred thousand pesos of gdd, equal 
to fifteen thovssand dpcats, exclusiiw of unregistered 
^old and silver, pearb, precious stones, and, coined 
mon^, besides tnerchandiae of imt»ense ralne. 

Accaadii^ to this selatien^ the aiirec amounted tp 
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two hundred and fifty- nine thousand eight hundred 
pounds sterlings and the gold to forty-ei^t thousand. 
But other accounts make the value of the cargo hfought 
home in D rakers ship ^equivalent to eight hundred 
thousand pounds 5 though only eighty thousand wete 
dividtd among' the crew. With regard to the distribu- 
tion of the rest we pretend not to judge ; but it is fair 
to conchide, with the old maxim, that whoever brings 
money, brings a welcome with him. 

After the death of Magellan, the circumnavigation of 
the globe had been several times attempted, but in 
Tain. Loss and doaster prevented the most enterprising 
from finally succeeding. Drake, therefore, deserves a 
high degree of honour for his achievement 3 nor is his 
praise thus fax disputed by rival nations. 

Having accompanied this hero round the world, w6 
will not disappoint the inquisitive reader, by dropjun^ 
the curtain on his future labours. As we began with 
his life, we shall finish with his death. 

In 1585, he was again called into action, as com- 
mander in chief on an expedition to the West Indies ^ 
when St. Jago, St. Domingo, Carthagena, and St 
Augustine were taken.. Two years after, he was sent 
,to Lisbon J but receiving information that the^poniards 
were assembling a fleet at Cadiz> on purpose to imrade 
England, he sailed into the enemy^s port, and burned 
ten thousand tons of shipping, exclusive of all their 
waiiike stores ) a blow which was severely felt by that 
nation. 

Repeated successes gave ri«e to proportionate ho- 
nours. In 1588, he was advanced to be vice-admiral 
under lord Effingham Howard, and distinguished h'un- 
self against the Spanish Armada, in such a manner as , 
will ever challenge admiration. Here general bistoxy 
records the triumphs of our country, and we will not 
enter into the details, however glorious. 

The very name of Drake was now become formi* 
dable to the Spaniards, and the queeui finding him 
f ossessied of a spirit in some measure cotigtnial to her 
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tmn, soon after dispatched him ivith a squadron des- 
tined to place don Antonio on the throne of Portugal » 
Sir John Norris and the earl of Essex wetfi also partners 
in tlus undertaking. Arriving at Panicha^ a JittJe town 
m Portugal, it was taken and put into the possession of 
don Antonio^ the pretender to the kingdom. Fron^ 
thence Norris marched to Lisbon without opposition^ 
and encamping before it, took the suburbs of St. Ca* 
tharine } but being disappointed in the expectation of 
Drake*s supporting them in the Tagus, it was resolved 
in a council of war to retire. . This resolution was 
taken, because there was little appearance that the 
Portuguese were inclined to put themselves under a new 
roaster. The army marching towards the mouth of the 
Tagus, met Drake, who proved the impossibility of an 
(earlier support. He had taken the town of Cascaes^ 
where the English blew up the castle, and seized sixty 
vessels laden with corn and all manner of naval stores 
belonging to the Hanse towns. 

This expedition did some damage to the king of 
Spain, but was of little service to Elizabeth. Above 
six thousand men were lost ; and the only recompense 
was an insignificant booty, which by no m^ns repaid 
the expenses of equipment. 

The sun of glory, which had hitherto shone in full 
lustre on sir Francis Drake, seemed now verging to a 
decline. Sir John Norris charged to his want of co- 
operation the £tilure of the enterprise } and perhaps 
he was ill qualified to act in concert with any one. His 
bold and original aims were only to be prosecuted suc- 
cessfully by himselfl 

Hawkins and Drake, however, seemed resolved not 
to abandon thefr design of distressing Spain, and en« 
riching themselves. They set about equipping a large 
fleet, destined to act in the West Indies ^ but the Spa* 
niards hearing of their intentions, threatened another 
invasion, which delayed the adventurers till the Plata 
fket, on which tb^y had a design, arriv«d in safety^ 

3 
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«icKiitv& of one thij^, wbidi the qasen ildtiaei I 
to attack in PoartD Rieo. 

After an iU-ooocsetted attack tn the Gafiara^^ itt 
wkich tfan^r miaearrted, tbeftset arrlvsd ott the laib of 
]^(Q(fetllbet faefoiB Pcierto Riooi^ aod tiw eflitfert- haiiini^ 
been cooteoed in a eoimdlof vna, tt» uudt aa tbfr 
sbipping in Che harbonr was resdved on. No iitipm>* 
tioa coaid be made on the fortlficBtiona -^ and tbe Eof^ 
fiah were ebtigad to abandon the deargn* Whik tboy 
Iayber«> fir £>bn Hawkkia died of a diaocdor; aiu 
Che veiy game evenings while the oficeas wore^ at m^ 
per, a cannon ball enttirkig the cabm» ktHed sir Ncob^ 
ks Qiffinidi, and mortaHf wounded aootfaer gaotkoiaD^ 
and carried awajr the stool on which sir Francis Drake 
sat, joidt as be was drinkhig snceesa to the atMck. Tbof 
£»rtinie now for the last time befHedded bim. . 

Ait»r contmittitt^ rarioua depradliions, Aay prb* 
ceeded on their gra»l design; andhnding tbersotdtars» 
who were to cross the isthmuato Panao:]a, afi^inMBtAse 
toil and fatigae, thejr had the niorti&sition to fiad this 
Coo impracticable* '* And now^ ' sajis. Fatter iai qtmt 
but energetic kuigoage* " begasi the discontaat of sir 
Francis Dafce to fed apon him* Heaaw all thegpad 
he had done in his voyage, eonaistad in ike evil he hsd 
done to Spain, whenedf heooold present but small vi- 
sibie fruits in £ngland. Thase appnshensbns aoaoak* 
panyi&g, if not oauidag the diaeascr of tb^ fhit , wienfhl 
his Sudden deaCh ; and sieknesadid not so miioh«Mitie 
his clothes as sorrow did rend at once die robeaC bil 
mortality aaunder. He lived b j the sei, dledoHit^ 
and was buried in it. And thus/*^ adds he^ '' we asa 
how great spirits, having modntui to the higheal pitch 
of performance, afterwardf atndu and bnsak theic ere^ 
dit in striving to go beyond it." 

DisappcHntDoents snch as Drake had eisp«ineae«l 
were not easiilj endured bf a eian hafottustted'teaea* 
cttns« He had peneverance aed tortltude in daiUfM^; 
but his character was not without it« dctectr^i. 
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Impatient of control^ avaricious^ and despotic, he 
was rather a great than an amiable man. Uminctured 
with the liberal arts^ his mind yielded not to those 
weaknesses which are an honour to our kind ; and he 
lived without seeming to enjoy life, unless when suc- 
cessful enterprise shed the casual gleam of satisfaction. 

But Drake is only to be judged as a navigator and a 
hero. In the former quality he had no competitor in 
his own age ; nor have modern times produced many 
superior to him. He passed the straits of Magellan in 
the shortest period ever yet done : be sailed on an un- 
known sea, guided by his own judgment^ rather than 
by the assistance of others *, for he, could not have the 
benetit of charts, nor the guidance of any thing but 
the conipass, whose variation not being well under- 
stood, created considerable difficulties. 

Yet Drake surmounted every obstacle, and stands on 
record as one of the most able mariners that ever 
plowed the ocean. He died without issue neqr the 
town of N ombre de Dios, January 28, I596. 
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THOUGH fbe English did not dazzle by tbel^ 
original discoveries, to tlieir persevering labours 
the world and their country are indebted for unfolding 
that which was t)ut inaperfectly conceived, and fi- 
nishing that which was only crudely begun. There 
are individuals as well as nations who [>osse8s the fa** 
culty of invention, but want the resolution to execute. 
The English have always, by slow but sure steps, ap-. 
proximated the object in view 5 and they have neither 
been seduced from their path by imposing probabili- 
ties of greater pleasure or profit, or deterred from^the 
pursuit by the appearances of difficulty or danger. 

The first person of this country who proposed the 
establishment of a trade to the east, was Mr. Robert 
Thorne, a merchant of London, who having resided 
several years at Seville, had obtained a complete know- 
ledge of the history of the discoveries of the East and 
West Jndies. This very intelligent and judicious 
gentleman, whose writings are still extant, appear* 
to have combined extensive practice with rational 
theory ; or, in other words, to have borrowed from 
experience as well as books. About the year 152/, 
he procured an4ntroduction to Henry VIII. to whom 
he fully but briefly represented the infinite advantage^ 

T a 
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>vhich his subjects woidd derive from a direct com- 
merce with the £ast Indies ; and to render his pro- 
posal mofe palatable to the aspiring genius and high 
spirit of that prince, he earnestly recommended ii to 
him, not only to encourage this new navigation, but 
to attempt it by another route; adding, by way of ex- 
planation of his ideas, that as the Portuguese had 
pushed their discoveries to the east, and the Spa- 
niards to the west, he was ambitious that the £ngli<;h 
should find a way of their own to the Indies^ and ibat 
was by the north. 

Toihe bonottrtif Mr. Thome*8 penetration, U sliould 
be remarked, that he was early aware of the insup^ 
rable difficulties whicli have siace been found to ob- 
stmct a passage by the north-eatst -, and therefore, on 
^ound phiiosQphioal principles, proposed sailing directly 
north, or at least very nearly so -, from which course 
he QOBJiKrtured maoy inconveoieodes might be avoided, 
4pd many advantages gained. As a foundation for 
ibis opinion, he conceived that the voyage might be 
underuken at such a season of the year as to ei^oy 
the benefit of a «ix montlis day in that climate -, and 
Jbfl had iv> id^ that the seas could be frozen under the 
poloj at a tii^ when the sun by his long continuance 
above the horizon must have acquired a very active 
foiroe. JH likewise imagined, that whatever difiicul- 
ties alight attiind the coiiunenceineot of such ax^ un« 
<<)artakin|p tiiey would gradually vanish ; and be fully 
ff«»0(np6knsed by a short and speedy navigation to the 
cosfits of Tartary md Jt^paoj from whence the course 
was open to the Indies. 

In a word, if we consider the period when this pro- 
posai was tnade^ and the sagacity and penetration this 
^ntleni^n iwcoif^ed, under the veU by which his 
subject Yf^ obscured, we shall find much to admire, 
4»nd n^ing ^ censure which human wisdom had ilien 
been able to /ascertain. 

But tliough this plan might have easily been put to 
the test of «;)(perimeat, it was treated as an idle or an 
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ingenious project, too bold to be hazarded^ too im- 
probable to excite attentioq. Some years elapsed 
before any new ligbti* were tbrowu on the subject ; 
and indeed sir Francis Drake was the first who en- 
larged the conceptions of his countrymen, by extend- 
ing the bounds of English navigation, in the year 
1578. The veiy next year, a gentleman of the name 
of Stephens sailed from Lisbon to Goa, by the Cape 
of Good Hope, and favoured* the public with a par- 
ticular account of the voyage, in his native language, 
while he resided at Goa. 1 his served to spirit up ad- 
venture J and the amazing advantages reaped by the 
Portuguese were a sufficient stimulus to minds not 
influenced by^ the love pf novelty. 

Tu 1566, Cavendish, by his voyage round th^ world, 
had given an additional confirmation to the truth of 
the reports of the east, now beginning to be in cur- 
rent circulation ^ and in conpequence, captain George 
Raymond, in a vessel of his own, named the Penelope; 
the Merchant Royal, commanded by captain Clendellj 
and the Brlward JBon- adventure, commanded by cap- 
tain Lancaster, sailed on the 10th of April, 1591, from 
Plymouth for the East Indies ; not so much with a 
view to traffic, as to cruize against the Portuguese. 
\Ve will not enter into the detail of this voyage, be- 
cause it is chiefly interesting, as being the first ever 
attempted by the English in that quarter. Raymond 
was extremely unfortunate. At the Cape oi Good 
Hope, he was obliged to send honie one of his ships, 
the Merchant Royal, with the sick men belonging to 
the squadron, which had increased to a melancholy 
degree, owing to the ravages of the scurvy. And 
after advancing abput sixty leagues beyond the Cape, 
a violent 'storm overtook them, in which the admiral 
was lost with all his crew. The Bon-adventure, cap- 
tain Lancaster, was in the most imminent danger ; 
for after the temf)est abated, a terrible peal of thunder, 
burst over their heads, and of ninety-four persons on 
bdard> not cue escaped without hi\rt^ while seveial 
T 3 
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werekil1e4»otherf struck blind^ and the mast was ithat* 
tered by the lightning in the roost extraordinery man- 
ner. Nor was captain Lancaster exempted from 
future calamities. After a disastrous voyage to the 
East, he was obliged to pass from thence to the West 
ladies, wbere^'baving lost his shtf, with much dtfiku'.ty, 
he obtaioeda passage home in a French privateer. 

fiut tliough, in this interval, no English ships had 
been regularly sent to the East, for the purposes, of 
commerce, numbers of individuals had visited it in 
differeiit services ; who, on their return home, gare 
such favourable accounts relative to the country, and 
the facility with which the Erglish might establish a 
trade there, and settle factories, that many persons of 
rank, m(|4 eminent merchants, began to entertaki a 
wish of realizing the prospects held out to them. 
Among the men of eminence who patronized this 
scheme, was Robert earl of Essex, who, it seems, 
employed a captain Davis for pushing discoveries in 
the Indies ^ and we have a journal of that officer's 
voyage addressed to his patron. Captain Davis sailed 
in a Dutch acjuadron from Flushing, on the 25ih of 
March, 1598, and dates his relation on the 1st of 
August, J 600. Tlie voyage in which he was engaged 
was by no means very successful ; but as Lis object 
appears to have been to gain information, in this re- 
spect he acquitted himself probably to the satis£union 
of his employer. 

After these partial attempts, and collecting such a 
mass of intelligence as might enable tlie friends and 
supporters of an East India commerce to proceed fur- 
ther,, application was made to queen Elizabeth for a 
charter. Her majesty, sensible of the policy of en- 
couraging commercial adventure, granted the rraoesi* 
I'he first East India charter bears date the 3ist of De- 
cember, 16OQ, in the forty-thitd year of the reign of 
Elizabeth. It was rendered exclusive for the ^pace 
of fifteen years ; but with this isaving proviso, that if, 
V ithin that term, this charter should appear to be de« 
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tri mental to tbe interests of the publici it should, upon- 
two years notice given, by the privy council, becooie 
void : but if froai experience it aboold appear^ that 
this new corporation was beneficial to the public^ shci, 
on the other hand, engaged to renew their grant, with 
such additional clauses in thdr favour as might be 
found requisite. 

Inconsequence of this charter, the company im- 
mediately began to raise a joint stock for effectuating 
their iotentions^ and so favourable wa9'tl)e public to 
the undertaking, that in a very short space, the sum of 
seventy- two thousand pounds was subscribed. With 
this capital, it was resolved to 6t out £ve strong ships 
to open an intercourse with the East. These were, 
the Dragon of six hundred tons and two hundred and 
two men, commanded by captain James Lancaster, 
who had iilready, as has been mentioned, sailed into 
those regions, and therefore was promoted to the rank 
of general, or admiral ; the Hector, of three hundred 
toa^i, captain John Middleton, vice admiral ; the As- 
cension of two hundred and fifty tons, and thirty-two 
men, captaiu William Brand; the Susan of two hun* 
dred and eighty tons, and eighty-four izien, captain 
Hayward ; and the Guest, of ^ hundred .and thirty 
tons, which was equipped as a victualler. 

In each of the four principal ships were three mer* 
chants, who were to succeed each other, in c^se of 
death ; and provisions and stores weve laid in for c 
voyage of twenty months. The merchandise and 
money on board amounted to twenty-seven thousand 
pounds ; the rest of the subscription having been ex- 
pended in the equipment of the fleet, and paying an 
advance to the mariners. 

Prom this humble beginning, the greatest com* 
mercial cocnpany that ever the world saw, has arisen ; 
a company that in splendour and riches, in territory 
and fbffce, may vie with kings and emperors; and 
wiiose power, at this moment sanctioned by the Bri.> 

8 
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tish government, gives laws to the remotest east, and 
turns the scale of victory, as It favours or opposes. 

Queen Elizabeth gave the connpany letters of recom- 
meodation to several "princes of India j and to prevent 
those dissensions and animosities, which are so fat^il to 
ail great enterprises, she invested the admiral with a 
commission of martial law. 

The fleet being ready, sailed from Dartmouth on 
the IStli of April l60l, and putting intoTorbay, the 
admiral sent his instructions to the ditierent command- 
ers, enjoining them to keep company at sea as far as 
possible; and in case of unavoidable separation, he 
appointed the places of rendezvous. 
• Proceeding for the Canaries, on the 5th of May 
tljey came in sight of Alegranza, tb.e northernmost 
of these islands; but being frequently becalmed, and 
as often experiencing contrary winds, it was the 21st 
of June before ihey reached 2 deg. north. In tins 
latitude, they fell in with a Portuguese ship ; and as 
that country was then subject to Spain, with which the 
English were at war, they gave chase, and captured 
her. She proved a valuable prize, being laden wiih 
wine, oil, and meal> which were taken out and dis- 
tributed among the ships of the scjuadroh. 

Op the last day of June, they passed the equinoctial 
line; and sometime after they unloaded the Guest 
victualler, which appeared unfit for the voyage ; and 
securing her masts, sails, and yards, for occ^bional 
supplies, left her floating in the sea. 

Having crossed the tropic of Capricorn, many of the 
crew began to fall sick, from the length of tinie they 
had: been detained in such hot climates; and sccii 
was the progress of disease, that by tjie Ist of Augu>t, 
all the ships, except the generars, were so reduced in 
their crews, that they had barely enough who wcrfc 
able to handle the sails. In a short time the distress 
from sickness was so alarming, that the officers and 
meichauts were obhgcd (o lak& their turps in the duty 
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of tiie ships ; but when they were reduced to the 
lowefit ebb, a favourable wind spiingtng up^ soon 
carried them to Saldanna, where tlie Hector first 
caroe to an anchor. The general exerted himself to 
the utmo'-t to get the dimsrent ships into port ; and 
br transferring the healthy from the one to the other, 
all were at last secured. 

The admirars crew was by far the most complete, 
which entirely arose from his having some bottles of 
lemon juice on board, of which he gave three spoon- 
fuls every morning fasting to his men as long as it 
lasted. The beneficial eftects of this valuable anti- 
septic, it seems, were tlius early known; but how 
much it is to be lamented, that though an easy reme- 
dy is in the power of all navigators, so little attention 
should still in general be paid to the preservation of the 
health of mariners in hot climates ! Captain Cook has 
immortalised his name more by his humane and sue* 
cessful regard to the preservation of his men, than by 
all his labours and discover!^. Without health, the 
best-laid plans must be abortive, the utmost force can 
never prevail. Numbers indeed increase the calamity 
and aggravate the danger. In a country like this, 
where seamen are the biilwark of power, and the 
source of opulence, it cannot be too strongly impressed 
on the public mind, to prevent disease by every means 
which medk:al skill and long experience have pointed 
out a* most salutary; and if this digression, which 
has in view the safety of a most useful body of nien, 
should render their superiors and employers attentive 
to this benevolent aim, it will neitlior be written nor 
read in ^in. 

The admiral having by his care revived the droop- 
ing spirits of his men, and atforded tliem all the as- 
sistance which circumstances would permit, now w^at 
on shQre ; and falling in with some of the natives, 
he endeavoured to inspire them with confidence in 
their visitors, by a kind demeanour, and the dis- 
tribution of some presents. Ue tlieu took (he most 
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ready way that we have ever known, of making a 
people, ignorant of his language, and with whom he 
could not .converse by an interpreter, understand his 
iiieaiuugj He wanted a supply of cattle and sheep ; 
and to make his wants understood he spoke in the lan- 
pu ipe of the cattle themselves. He lowed like a cow ; 
iiebnned like a sheep : and, ludicrous as this may appear, 
the natives took the meaning at once. 

Having dismissed his guests, well pleased with Iheif 
presents and treatment, he gave orders that tents should 
be erected for the sick out of the sails ; and that some 
temporary fortifications should be raised to defend 
them from any sudden attack, should the natives con- 
ceive any disgust against them, or alter their pre- 
sent apparent opinion. He fiirther directed that when 
the inhabitants came down with their cattle, only five 
or six persons, to whom that charge was delegated, 
should advance to deal with them ; and that a com^ 
pany, armed with muskets and pikes, shou^ld keep a 
proper distance, but to be in a state of preparation for 
any event. This prudent order being strktly observed, 
' none could hold any intercourse with the natives with- 
out leave j and thus the harmony which subsisted be- 
tween them suffered no interruption or diminution 
during their stay. 

The third day after they landed, tlie people of the 
country brought down beef and mutton, which were 
purchased on the most moderate terms j but to the 
satisfaction of the sellers. For an ox, two pieces of 
eight were given, and for a sheep one. • Hoops of iron, 
and other equally insignlBcant articles also formed the 
medium of exchange. . In tea or twelve days, one 
thousand sheep and forty- two oxen were procured } 
and so well were the natives satisfied with the returns 
they got, that double the number miglit have been 
procured at that time. These oxen were large and 
very fat; and the sheep weie exceedingly sweet and 
in good condition. 

When as many animals had been purchased as it 
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was supposed would be wanting, the sheep were 
turned out to graze round the tents 5 and afterwards, 
when the English wished to ihccease their stock, thjs 
natives pointed to what they had bought j and probably 
began to apprehend that there was an intention of 
settling among them, as there could be no apparent 
caase for a larger supply, without some such design. 
This made them ^hy of renewing the traffic j but no 
misunderstanding arose on either side. 

The men being now in a convalescent state, th^ ad^ 
miraL ordered the tents to be struck ; and receiving 
on board a fresh supply of wood and water, he put to 
sea on the 29th of October, and fell in with the head- 
land of Madagascar on the 26th of November. Ply- 
ing to the eastward, the crew again began to fall sick 
of the scurvy ; but on the 1 7th of December they came 
to an anchor between St. Mary*« Island and Mada- 
gascar, where they found a very desirable supply of 
oranges and lemons. 

The island of St. Mary is high and woody: the 
natives are of a dark compieicion, and have negro hair 
and features. They were quite naked, except a small 
covering depending from , the waist, and appeared 
warlike, yet not unsociable. Their principal food was 
rice and fish) yet the Knglish could procure but a 
scanty .supply of the fonner j foras the harvest was 
not quite ready, their stock seemed to be low. Thejr 
obtained, however, some goats' milk ; but only one 
cow was seen on the island, and she was driven away 
00 the approach of the English. It being impossible 
to procure adequate refreshments here, and as the an- 
chorage was iinsaie, the admiral sailed for Antongil -, 
and entering the bay, which was commodious, they 
were eager to land. On the rocks they found a 
writing, which g^ve jiliem to understand, that five 
Dutch ships having lately touched there, had lost nearly 
two hundred men by sickness. 

This intelligence naturally threw a damp on tlieir 
spirits; but they hoped to be more fortunate than 
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tfieir ptedeoesiors in the same station. The natives 
foon repaired to thein^ and by signs informed iliem, 
that the Dutch had purchased the greatest part of their 
stock of provisions. Howcx-er, they entered into 
barter with the new comers, to whom they sold fovv^ls, 
rice, and firtiits j but at a high price. They appeared 
i^ery dexterous and subtle at buying and selling ; con- 
tinually plea^g for a trifle more than was offered > 
and if that was once complied wilh^ they never low- 
ered their terms. 

Lancaster^ peiceiving this tricking disposition, or- 
dered measures to be tnaide, holding each about a quart, 
and fixed how many glass beads should be given in 
exchange for each. The like regulation was made in 
regard to fruits and plantains. The number to be 
given for every bead was fixed, and from this there 
was to be no deviation. The natives, ^fter a little 
coquetry, finding there was no alternative, complhrd 
with the regulations; and from this time their deal- 
ing were frank, and there was neither cavilling nor 
dispute. Indeed, the admiral evinced a judgment, on 
a variety of occasions, which shows that those who had 
confided in him were not mistaken. 

The English procured here a considerable qaanfity 
ofrice, abundance of oranges, lemotis, and plantains, 
eight cowsi and some fowls. While they lay in the 
Fwd, they set up a pinnace of eighteen tons, the ma- 
terials o{ which they had on board. This vessel they 
found very serviceable in sounding, and in occasionai 
enaiidB to the sh^re, where larger vesels could not 
hove been used without danger. 

And now we have to record the mortality which 
<^Bwaited the English in this bay. Ont of the Dragon, 
the master's mate^ the chaplain, and the surgeon, with 
ten common men paid the debt of nainre : ont of the 
Hector, the master and tv^'o others. They all died ot 
the flux, supposed to bo occasioned by the insalubrity 
of the water. Air. unfortunate accident was sup^ r- 
4idded to this unavyidabk loss. While, the captain of 
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the Ascension was attending the funeral of the master's 
mate of the Dragon in his boat^ the ship, as is custom** 
aryj firin;^ a farewell salute to their departed oflBcer, 
the guns being charged wilh ball, one of them struck 
the Ascension's bo^t^ and killed the captain and an- 
other* Thu$ the attendants of a funeral were them* 
selves doomed to fill the same grave ! 

On the 6th of March^ the fleet left this bay, and in 
ten days fell in with the Island of Roque Fix, in 10 
deg. 30 mtn. south latitude. Here Lancaster endea- 
voured, in vain, to find a proper road : the water w^s 
too deep to allow safe anchorage. This bland bad a 
beautiful appearance J it was full of cocoas* and other 
trees ; and so numerous were the fowls, and so unac- 
quainted with the depredations of man, that they fled 
round the ships, and were easily taken or killed. Theit 
fiesh proved iiat, and excellent eating. 

in a navigation where they had so little to guide 
them, they were several times in danger of rocks and 
shoals. At last thev reached one of the Nicobar Isles, 
where they met witn a few refreshments, but no water. 
The natives came on board in canoes^ capable of hold- 
ing twenty men each ; bringing a kind of gum to 
barter with, which the English at fir^t mistook fqr am- 
ber, and paid for accordingly. . . 

On the 6ih of June the, admiral. anchored in the 
road of Aehen, in Sumatra, about two miles from the 
city, where they found nearly twenty ships of diftereut 
eastern nations. Two Dutch merchants, . who had 
been left to learn the language and .manners of the 
country, soon paid their respects to Lancaster j and 
informed him, that tlie king, who was fond of stran- 
gers, would give theni a heart)^:^ welcome j and that 
the fame of queen Elizabeth and her glorious victory 
over tlie Spaniards were already spread over the re- 
motest parta of the east. 

This information .encouraged the admiral to, dispatch 
captain Middl^^ton and a few gentlemen to wait on 
the king, aiic^ to acquaint him that the coramaiider ot 

vol.. i. V 
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the fleet just arrived had a message and a lettet iot 
liiih, from the, most ilfustrious queen of England lo 
the ii^ost renorwiied king of Achen and Stiaiatra. It 
was also rilqnested, that his majesty would be pleased 
to signify if it was hh royal pleasure to give the ad- 
miral an audience, and safe-conduct for hlinself and 
hi$ attendants to deliver his letter and toesisage. 

l^iddleton was kindly entertained by the sovereign, 
who readily acquiesced in the demand he ifiade -, and 
asked him a number of questions. A splendid bdnquet 
was then prepared ; and hi his departure the captain 
was presented with a robe arid calico turban, wrougLt 
^rth gbl3, as a special inark of royal favour. His 
majesty wished (hlfe dclmiial to rej^ose himself ouip day 
after the fefigiifes of his tbyage, arid to receive an au- 
SFeiice the next. With regard lo security, he assured 
him that Jie could not be tnore safe in the dominions 
of his royal mistress. 

lij compliaiicfe with his riijtjesfy's intimations, the 
kdiriiral landed 'with about thiily attendants, and was 
lirimediateTy hVet by the Dutch merchants, who con- 
ducted him to thfeir horisfe, ^s he did not choose to en- 
fage one of his own till afiet ah interview with tlie 
injg. Sb6ri aiftCr, oite of the gfandees arriving, de- 
Jnanded the queeiVs lettei-; but the ^ditiltal declined 
lo deliver if, observing, that it ^as thfe practice in 
Europe for ambassadors ^o deliver thfe lei^tH of thosfe 
t|iey represented io ilie sdVefeign hirtiStrf , arid riot to 
his ministers. The gf aftde^ (lieri recjiiested a sight of 
the superscripjtiort, ^lich he coi)i^dj arid haViilg at- 
tentively examined the seal c6urt:'eo'usly took his leave, 
to report wliat had psfssfed. 

Soon after hts depatt^, the fciftg of Achen sent 
kix elephants, with iruij^ets, dftirias, tod Stffe^teiefi, 
and a considerable body' df irieh, to attend the dd- 
iniral tq.pqurt. The larjgest of thfe elfeph^its tws 
about diii-teen or fourtec^ri t^e't togh, and cdrrt^ a 
small tower on his back, in ihtfdttii 6fk coflch, co- 
vered with cnmgori Velvet. In dl'e ttiiddle <tf this 



erection was a gold bason, covered with richly em- 
broidered silk, and into tWs vessel tljie qucen> lett^er 
was put. .Tlv. admiral was tbf^n moupled on anotjber 
elephant, while some of tyn r.etiuqe rode, apd pthen 
walked on fcKit. . On coming to the palace gate h^ 
was stopped^ till his majesty's further p|leasare shpulj 
be known ; but ii) a few zj^iQiijtes the English am* 
bassador was desired to enter. When the admiral 
approached the royal presence, he paid his respects vbl 
tlien^annex-pf the countrj', i^nd .t^jep tn.?fly declared,^ 
that l^e was sent by the most potest queen of £ngl^. 
to congratulate his highness, and to ente/ into a tf^atv 
of peace and amity wjith his majesty, -^s h^ wa| 
proceeding in bis harangue, tl;i^e king interrupted an^ 
relLevt?d him, ty rq>ly4ug in \^oirds to t|i9 folIowi4>i 
purport : '* I am sure you ar^ w^ary vt'i^h the logg 
*' voy:^ you feave taKen, ^ vi\0x y^ to sii'dowS 
" and refres^ yourjjelf; yoi; ^ vffy .wico|ne, agj 
'' shall obtain whatever you can ip re^^^pr^ 9^mandfu;|, 
" tt^^^H^ of yo^ qu.een j fvtf 4^^ \9 worthy of all fa- 
" VQur, |(npe fapp^ i3?f r<SP9^ 4w ^^ 9 ?W^.9^s§ of ^ 
" noble ^isppsitlon." 

Tt« ^dmiiral WW prpduged.tlvP qu^o's J^ft^jr, vMcfc 
he i^^ii^d to Jii^ rgi^^stf, whPy w rec^iyAi\f jL 
handed i( to a uobl^mac^ m V^^itmg. Tho adq^^r^ 
next offi^pei tl)^ pre^^nts : a silyer ^lagpp, with a fgmx 
tail) 'm the middle, weighing two li^ndrefl an4 4vQ 
ounces; a large silver cup; a rich mirror; a cas^ ^ 
very^iegant daggers | a rich embroidered belt ; ^rffiz 
fan of featht^rs. These were intrusted \9 a nobjfi^^^ 
only the king took tl)e fan in his owp hand, apd ^^ 
pleased to have his wpn^en use it to qool hlin. 

Lancaster now seated hiniself in the eastern i;tyl(*. 
whez> a suuiptupus banquet was servjed up. AJl th? 
dislies were of pure gold, or of a mixture of br^ss ap4 
gold, not less esteemed than the pure mii^tal. piviQg 
this banquet the king, who was elevated 9 kw ip^ 
from the ground, dnmk several tinpes to the admiral^ 
in arrack; but tlie English repregentatlve finding ^e 
u 2' 



iao uncastee's voyage. 

potency of this liquor, after one draught confined him- 
self to a mixture with water. 

The feast at an end, his majesty sent for some sing- 
ing and dancing girls'^ and ordered his women to ac- 
company them with music. These women were very 
richly dressed, and oniamented with bracelets and 
jewels. To sufier them to appear was a signal honour; 
and is conferred on such only as the king wishes Co 
distinguish. 

' His majesty then presented the admiral with a fine 
white calico robe, richly embroidered with gold; a 
b^utiful Turkey-leather girdle; and two crosses, 
which are particular kinds of da^ers -, all which a 
grandee put on for him in tlie presence of the king. 
With, these tokens of regard and consideration be was 
dismissed; and a guide was nominated to conduct him 
round the town, and assist him in engaging a house to 
^is mind. This last favour he declined, preferring to 
iodge on ship-board. 

The next audience that Lancaster had, his majesty 
entered into the particulars of the queen's letter, witii 
which he seemed much delighted. He professed hii 
^ire of cementing a good understanding with the 
^neen of England by means of a treaty ; and in regard 
to trade, he observed, that he had |iven his commands 
to two of his nobles, to confer with the admiral on 
the subject} and that her majesty's wishes in this 
fespect should be gratified. 

' Another banquet followed this very satisfactory in- 
terview; and the next day the two ministers, who 
were 'appointed to transact the commercial negotiation, 
wer? requested by the admiral to fix a time for their 
conference. One of these delegates wsys the high-priest 
of Achen, a man whose conduct had merited him the 
highest esteem, both of prince and people ; the other 
bdonged to the ancient nobility, and was a person of 
a grave and serious deportment, but less qualified for 
the . transaction of business than his associate. 
The time of ipeeting being agreed on, the confe- 



rence took plqce in Arabic, which bolb the xpinister^ 
understood J a^id 4 Je,v, ^ho;p .the adpiir^l h$|4 
brought with him from England, \^v\g yfeli versed ip 
that tongue, ^cted as interpreter, liaqcaster fe^ving: 
made some preliniinary demaods fel^tive to the pri- 
vileges the merchants were to enjpy, the hi^-»priesi 
re(juested, first, to hear tlie reasons which be supj)Qi!g4 
would justify the king in granting the favours asfe:.e3. 
On this the admiral e^p^tiated on the advantages of 
the queen's affection and friendship, ^m4 h^r zcftl ig 
protecting others froip the king of Spain, the CQmipQH 
foe of the east ; and tliat, independent of the pcrspn^ 
regard due to his mistress, it )vas ,the privi^^e iRi^re.^! 
of the king of Ache.n to accede to the offers g(si cptp. 
mercial intercourse ; for that sovereigns j^cc^ulred gl^tv^ 
and power, in proportion to the wealth of thl^ir l.ubr 
jects, which was most rapidly adv^ced by tr^de j ^^ 
that the more kindly strangers were cntertaine/J, jthiQ 
more commerce i^Qurished, tp the ea>Qltjtt|^ilt bQtb o{ 
king and people. Thnt with fegar4 ^o Acj(jen, in par- 
ticular, the port Jay well to become the empgriiicn 9jf 
the east* In this event, as the king's power would in- 
crease, so the trade of tlie Portuguese, and thelf 
usurpations Iq the Indues, would gradually diipinlsh. 
It was further represented, that jn case his majesty 
should haJite occasion to <employ arti^iQers, lie qiight 
be provided with them frqm ^n^and, yn paying for 
their Yoyaga^ out, and allowing them frtse liberty of 
egress and regress -, and, in fine, that any .9ithcr neces- 
sary Eiiglana affoi^led, should be at bis jp[i^e$ty*f 
service i presuniing Jtb;it be >5rQuW not jpt^aike Jiny re- 
quisitions incompatible wUb ^he queen's 4^gi)\ty, tlie 
laws pf the kingdom, fn)^ bux leagues with Chri§ti(ia 
prioces. 

Business having proceeded thus/ar, 1^ feigb-priest 
desUied jttve adiplra^ to ^vour hkn with a wnttep me^ 
morandum of the privileges he demanided w the queen's 
name, and the reasons on whtch his r^uest was 
founded; telling hiro^ that within a few days he 
V 3 
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should receive tlie king's answer. They then ^isconr&f i 
some time on the general politics of Europe, dfter 
which tlie admiral took his leiive. 

Lancaster was cafeful to send a copy of hi^demands 
as desired i ahd the next time he attended court, he 
foand the king engaged, in cock-fighimg, which it 
■eems was his Svourite diversion. The admiral, how- 
ever, sent his interpreter to remind his inajesty of the 
business about which be had conferred with his nobles. 
On this the king beckoned the admiral to approach, 
and signified that he was ready to enter into a treaty of 
peace with the queen of England ; and that, as for the 
articles specified in writing, they should be fairly tran- 
scribed by one of his secretaries, and authenticated by 
himself. Accordingly, the instalment, a few days 
after,' was delivered by the king's own hand to Laii- 
cas^r, with many expressions of congratulation and 
respect. 

It may be entertaining to review the first foundation 
of our privileges in India. The substance of the arti- 
cles sanctioned by tlie king of Achen were ; I'hat the 
Pnglish should have free liberty and trade. That their 
gooiis should be exempted from customs, whetlier im- 
ported or exported. That they should receive prompt 
assistance fram the subjects and ships of Achen, in any 
case of danger. That they should have liberty to make 
wills, and bequeath their effects according to their free 
pleasure. That all bargains should be coiffirmed, and 
orders granted for payment, by the subjects of Achen. 
That they should have authority to execute justice on 
their own men. That his majesty should do them jus- 
tice against the natives, for injuries done them. That 
tlieir goods should neither be stopped, nor prices af- 
fixed on them. And lastly, that th^ should be allowed 
liberty of conscience. 

Iheir rights being thus confirmed on the solid basis 
of reason and reciprocal advantage, the merchants next 
set about providing pepper to lade their ships; but 
fro? A the steriiiry oi last ye ir, • there was found but a 
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.very limited supply. However, thiey reteived infor- 
niation tha^one vessel might be supplied with a cargo at 
Pri^man, a port about one hundred and fifb)r leagues 
distance ; and thither the admiral sent the Susan, un- 
der the condact of captain Henry Middleton. 

On investigating die nature of-the trade in this 
country, and the price of commodities, Lancaster was 
not a liitle embarrassed to find that the report of cap* 
tain John Davis, the principal pilot, to the merchantfe 
of London, in regard to the purchase of pepper, was itifi- 
nitely wide of the truth. He had stated, that otae 
hundred weight of pepper miglit be purchased here for 
four rials, of eight } whereas the admiral could not 
procure it much under twenty. On this account he 
was perplexed how to lade the ships, so as to save his 
own credit, preserve the ests^m of his employers, and 
keep up the reputation of his country ; reflecting, that 
it would appear disgraceful in the eyes of neighbouring 
nations to return empty from the Indies. Besides, tl^ 
Portuguese ambassador watched every motion with a 
jealous eye 5 and would have been happy to disappoint 
the expectations of the English adventurers. Fortu* 
nately, this gentleman was not very acceptable to the 
king ; for the last time be was at court, he had pressed 
iiis majesty for leave to settle a ftctory^- and to erect a 
fort at the entrance of the harbour, on pretence of secur- 
ing the property of his nation from me. On this the 
king sarcastically asked him. If his master had a 
daughter to give his son, that he was so anxious abont 
the protection of his country ? adding, that the ex* 
pense of building a fort was unnecessary/ since lie 
would furnish him with a proper house in the country 
for a^&ctory, at the distance of two leagues from the 
shore, where they might live, unmdestra by enemies 
and safe from fire, as it should be his business to pro- 
tect them. 

This shrewd reply much chagrined the Porttigwcst 
arobasflador ; and, on the otlier hand, brs majesty felt 
sor-)e rr-^'T.tiv^H^i '»t tin* !n^oleT>c«*<if the (k*nr.itul. 
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Bat, ^ougb the embassador was foiled in his alms, 
be didnptdeftistfiroKn^lu^ dcsigos, either in favour of 
b^s own cQuntiy. or iax>pp9$iti9n to the English. To 
watch the admiral's j^roceediags, hie employed an In- 
dian in the service of .the Portuguese, to ipesprt back- 
wards and forwjands to his housp^on pretence of selling 
IH'ovifiious. The admiral, knowing the connections of 
this n^an, soon suspected him for a spy -, however, he 
gave orders that he should be well used^ that the fowls 
in wliic^h he dealt should be purchased at a handsome 
price ; ^ware, tliat he who is mean enough to accept 
a bribe^ will^ for a higher one, abandon his first corr 
cupter. 

At last, I^ucas^r throwing himself in the way of 
ihe Indian, tpok occasion to ask him whence he came, 
and to what country be belQ^gfed ; and* with some dif- 
ficulty and address, hrougU hw to ackqpwledge that 
he was employed by .^he P«i;tugues^ ambassador, to 
procure mjleHigence respe<:tipg ^he English, and the 
^tn^ngth of their ships, whicb his excellency naeant to 
dispatch to Maiaccaj in<vdei;ip|nx>curea force-su^icient 
to attack them. The admiral &x^'mg Inm so far com- 
municaU]!^, promised it4m his liberty and other f^ 
wards, on cgndition t|)at 1^ Garnished him, from time 
^o time, n^itjx iHteU^ence of ,the ambassador's pro* 
cpedlugs. 

Tbejglow of satifSfs^ctipn whicb lighted thie Indian's 
^qe> and the^uidiness of his s^, indicated the plea- 
«VM:e he feU fcpm .the pr«^pect# sjet before him. He 
m^nagod. tjbe conc^ej^n with great de^terjU' iindicautioD ; 
MPd, though he Tf^BMbrly ipomflf^uniqa(ed wW /ell un^. 
^ bis ij^sftrva^pa at-Ui PgrjtiJ^ese^^mb^^dor's, he 
Mfm n«»ther ^v^p^^f d pf .treficliery b^ himr JDor dq* 
^riJ«d as ^ fti^ ^ apy pf (be En^bi ^^ the ajd-* 
miral hiinfi^lf. 

When Lancaster next paid his respects at court, the 
J(:ii;\g .eot/^fled into a4;onversatiQU wijthbim respecting an 
emtossy he bad received frpm the king of Siam xela- 
tive to the conquest of Mtlacca, and his requested €x>* 
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Operation, The admiral encouraged this idea by many 
cogent arguments, and inveighej against the insolence 
of the Portuguese ambassador, whom he represented 
in no other light than a spy. The king said he was 
sensible the Portuguese were inimical to him 5 but was 
surprised that the English should know it. Lancaster 
replied, that the Porjtuguese envoy had surrounded him 
too with spies 3 and that he intended to procure a force 
from Malacca to attack him by surprise. On- this the 
king, smiling, observed^ that he need be under no alarfn 
of danger from that quarter, as there was not strength 
sufficient at Malacca to molest him. To this remark 
the admiral rejoined, that he was not apprehensive of 
any attempts against himself ; but that if the-intelli* 
gence ^ere forwarded to Malacca, it would prevent 
him from bemg able to attack the Portuguese^ as they 
would not venture out of their ports ; and therefore^ 
he requested his majesty would be pleased to detain 
some of the ambassador's servants, who were about to 
depart from another port with advices to Malacca. This 
his majesty promised to do. 

The ambassador's messengers settiog ont> as was 
expected, with draughts of the English ships and their 
master^s letters^ thougiit to escape observation, by re* 
tiring to a port about twenty-five leagues from Achen ; 
where, having agreed for their passage, they embarked. 
But just as they were leaving the harbour, tfiey were 
pursued by a frigate, the commander of which insisted 
on examining their lading. Finding the two Portu« 
guese messengers on board, he sternly interrogated 
tliem whence they came, and whither they were 
going. They gave an unvarnished account of them*^ 
selves and tlieir destination, as far as they knew the 
purport of it 5 but the ofEcer boldly challenged them 
with having robbed their master, and therefore they 
must be sent back to answer for themselves. In the 
confusion of this detention, they lost their draughts and 
letters j their tronks were also broke open, and theon^ 
selves sent bouud to the ambassador at Achen. 
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lliis m^nqsuvre shows that his Achenese majesty 
was not deficteut in . political crafl, an art which au 
honest Baind disdains, aiid a bad miud cannot always 
practiise with sucoeHS. It may be sometimes necessary ; 
but it never C9u be honourable. 

The wramer being now pretty far advanced, it was 
time for Lancaster to put to sea ; but ^t the very mo- 
ment when he meditated this, be wgs informed that 
the amb^»s9dor had obtaine4 ^^ve of departure from 
the king. On this, he attended coiurt, and requested 
the honour of an audience, which being granted, the 
king demanded his erra^id. The a4n)iral, aff^r making 
general acknowledgments of his mai^^ty*s beneficence^ 
siiid he was emboMeixed to ^sk one ^vour more, 
which was, that be wou^ 4etain th^ {V)rtugqese am« 
hassador^ who be understood ^as about to take leave, 
for tte spacQ o^ tei^ 4iys, that he rajght b^ ^ible to s^l 
bftfefe him, an4 fliptjcipaCje his ^e^nes. The kiQg 
fBcnmMti hQ vcmld iA^^ge him in this too j but, as a 
ife(imp(W>9$> h9 d^si/^ he WQuld bniag hifp a pQi:ta« 
guese maiden on his return t» Ach^. 

Th^j admiral pew took leave } mi three ?h»ps being 
rmiy, it wa9 P«8o]v€)d i^iv^d^tely tp .n^t saiU The 
c^t^'m oi t I>^tch vessel, of ^boijt two hvmdred tons, 
wMch hy m tk9 ro^s, c^ed 4a t^e 4 part |a ^ ad- 
VHii^fe. T« this the e^Qira^l agreed, and pfoj;utsed 
b'up a^ eighth i^f ^^ valup oi the c^iptures, Mean- 
whik the A^eet^iofi w^ ^o stay ^t A^^ to ^x»paplete 
Wr kdiog- 

After 't£e departure Qf thf Jnglisb, the Portuguese 
ambassador sliowed much iM^e^jness, and a wish to be 
gone ; but the king, xm ym^m pt^te^tts, refused sign- 
ing his passport for more than three weeks, and even 
th^a expressed his woti^ that he should be in such 
haste, -since the jEnglish commander was at sea^ who, 
being strongeist, mi^t do him 9Q injuo' if they should 
meet. Nettled at this pointed re^^tipn, the ambas- 
sador replied that he de^^endad on th§ swiftness of his 
vessel, and defied all the fg^^e^fdh^ English. The 
8 
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king) apparently satisfied of his s^iety afid recoticiled to 
his departure, granted him his dispatch. 

Cruising near the Straits of Malacca, on the 3d of 
October thq Hector observed a sdil, oh which dirtc*- 
tions were given to extend the line, lest she should 
escape them in the dark. The Hector at length came 
up with her J and after a short engagement sbfe 
struck. This vessel proved to be of nine liundred tons 
burthen, and was bound from the Bay of Bengal f€»* 
Malacca. She had mote thah six hundred persotis 6h 
board, men, women, and children. Her cargo con- 
sisted of nine hundred and fifty packs of calicoes and 
pintadoes, a great quantity of rice, and other valuable 
commodities. The best part of the lading being taken 
out and transferred oti board the English ships, as d 
storm was arising, the admiral returned the ship to her 
commander, and sent all her men on board. 

The admiral again visited the port of Achen, wheife 
he found the merchants highly satisfied with the king's 
behaviour to them during his absence. As a testi- 
mony of his gratitude, the admiral therefore se- 
lected such of the prize goods as he imagined wp\ild 
be more particularly acceptable to his majesty, and pre- 
sented them at his first audience at court. The king 
received this mark of Lancaster s homage, and expressed' 
the pleasure he felt at his success agaifist; the Portu- 
guese j but, in a good-humoured wsiy, he told the admi- 
ral he had forgot the Pbrtuguese maid, ihemcst impor- 
tant business \m had recomtnended to his care. Lan- 
caster apologized for this neglect, by observing, that he 
had met with tione worthy of tlie distinguished honour 
of beihg introduced to his majesty. 

Af 1 the spices to "be procured here bethg scarcely suf- 
ficient tb complete the lading of the Ascension, and as 
no ffiore could bfe 'Expected till next year, the admiral 
'dettJrtwined to sail fdr bantam, where he was informed 
he shoidd fed a ^ood vent for his cdmitaddities, and 
pqjj^ afacfcfeapfer rate than at Achen. 

But before his departure he waited on his majesty, 
vinth whom he had ti'ldng conference, «nd frem whom 
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he received an Arabic letter for Elizabeth ; to be ac- 
companied with a present of three pieces of cloth of 
goldi and a ring set with a ruby of the finest lus- 
tre. The adniird was likewise presented with a rabj 
ring. . 

A curious circumstance happened as Lancaster was 
about to take leave. We have seen that the kiog of 
Achen was not deficient in wit, but of his religion we 
have said nothing. As the admiral was going from 
court, he asked him if the English had the Psalms of 
David ambng them ? To which he answered, tbt 
they had, and sang ihem daily. Then, said the king, 
I and my nobles will sing a psalm to God for your pro- 
sperity. On this, they struck up, to the astonishment 
of the English who were present. Having £niiihed 
the staves, the king in his turn requested the admiral 
and his party would favour him with a psalm in their 
language, which desire was immediately complied 
with. 

This done, they parted, his majesty giving them bis 
benediction, and wishing them success and a safe re- 
turn to their own country -, adding, th^t the English 
should always meet with the same kind reception, that 
they had hitherto experienced. 

On the ptli of November they left Achen, the ad- 
miral dispatching the Ascension for England direct, 
with letters 5 while the rest of the squadron proceeded 
to Bantam. . On arriving at Priaman, where the Susan 
had been sent to take In a lading,^ they found she had 
procured six hundred bahars of pepper, and sixty- six of 
cloves. Here pepper was cheaper than at Achen, 
though none grew m the vicinity of the town, but was 
brought down, at the distance of eight or ten leagues, 
from the countr/i Priaman, indeed, produced no 
other commodity than gold dust, which was separated 
from the sands of the river. It was, however, a place 
well adapted for reftreshment-; and, though within a 
few minutes of the line, the ah: was pleasant and aali:- 
brious,. 

Tiie adptfiral having taken in provisions, and leA 
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orden for tbe. captain of the Susan to hasten her lad- 
ings and then depart for England, sailed on the 4th of 
Kovember towards Bantam. . On the 15th he made the 
Straits of Supdaj, and next day anchored at Bantam. 
He. now dispatched captain Middleton to acquaint the 
k'mg that he was arrived there by order of the queen 
of £n£^and« from whom he brought a letter and a mes- 
sage; and requested that his majesty would allow him 
a safe-conduct. 

The king answered, that he was glad of his comings 
and immediately commissioned one of his nobles to ac- 
company Middleton to the ships^ and bring the admi- 
ral back with him. Lancaster, being introduced ^t 
courts found tbe king was a child of ten or eleven years 
of age, sitting surrounded by his nobles. The admiral 
paid hiis respects in the usual mode of the country, on 
which the king bid him welcome -, and after some 
discourse, the (jueen*s letter was produced and deli- 
vered to his majesty^ together with the intended pre- 
sents. These were received with apparent pleasure V 
and^ on matters of business, the admiral was referred 
to one of the nobles, who then acted in capacity of 
protector. 

After some time spent in promiscuous conversation, 
the protector invhed Lancaster to land his men, assur- 
ing them that they might buy and sell in perfect secu- 
rity, and without the least fear of molestation. , 

So quick was the supply of pepper, that by the 10th 
of February 1603, the ships were fully laden and 
ready for sea. In the mean while, captain Middleton 
of the Hector, a man of tried courage and conduct, 
fell sick; and departed this life after a short illness, to 
th9 great regret of the. whole fleet. 

Lancastef, on. the eve of departure from Bantam, 
ordered th« pinnace to be laden with commodities, 
and putting twelve mmi on board her, with some mer- 
chants, sent hier totcade, and establish a factory at the 
Mniviccas. At Bantam he left eight men and three 
liKtcns, t» seU the goeds left in store, and to provide 
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a lading for future Aips. Then, going to court, be re- 
ceived a letter and pn^sents'fbr queen £lizabedi. The 
fetter chiefly consisted of Betoar stones ; one of which 
was reserved for his own acceptance, together with 
a Java dagger. Thus matters ehded prosperously in 
the Indies ; and owing to the humane and prudent 
conduct of Laticasrer, we find none of that jealousy 
^ and misunderstanding which attended the first eilbrts 
of the Portuguese to establish themsehres in the £ast. 
But now their prospect* began to grow dark, when 
the thoughts of retiirnitig to their native land must have 
inspired every breast with pleasure. On the 20th of 
February they left Bantam, and, after encoilnteting a 
succession of stortns, on the Sd of May the sea beat 
with such violence on the quarter of the adinirsd's ship 
as to loosen the iron- work of the nadder, whidi next 
tnoming fell off and sank . The terror and consterna- 
tion of the crew was now at the greatest height ; the 
most skilful mariners confessed their ignorance of the 
means of retrieving this misfortune, and the less ex* 
perienced stood agliast. In this tempestuous sea, the 
ship now drme up and down like a wreck with tlie 
winds and waves : she was sometimes within a fexr 
leagues of the Cape of Good Hope, sometimes she 
w«is forced into the icy latitudes of the south, wheie 
cold increased the calamity tiiey could not remove. 
Amid all these changes of sittiation, the Hector asiidu*- 
ously attended the admiral, ready to administer all the 
assistance in their power, and seeming to particip<ite in 
the admiral's misfortune from a real affection fijr his 
person. Of so much conseqnetn:re it is for a superior*, 
on any reverse of fortune, to b^ beloved ! That kin<i 
attention which is shown to the uiifortuhafe; - is a 
thousand times more grateful than die supple com- 
plaisance which power can command, even ih its hap- 
piest hours. '' • • • 
After trying a variety of expJ?dienTs *to extricate 
themselves from this deplonitole confHtion,- thcyw*^ 
convinced that unless they could ra.ilie jfnd hsfng a new 



radder^ tliey mutt peri^ in ilwse stormy sew. -How 
to perform this task, in sucb a dangtrous part of the 
oeeaa^ thejr i«rcre at a lois to know j bat necessity, the 
modier of invention, obliged them to try all possible 
means. At last a rudder \vas ibrined out of the Aiiizen* 
mast, and with the gwatest difficulty wa^ fastened on 
to the irons which the shock had left. 

This lietng accamp)»bed, they proceeded on their 
ooone for a tew houis, when a hea^y sea again tovk 
k off, with the loss of anotlier iron ^ and the rudder 
ilsetf had nearly sunk. Despair now appeared in its 
. mod hideous foroQ/ and the men became Impatient to 
(|att t]^e ship, and go on board the Hector i but this 
the adnurol 0|ypoaed by every argvucent i« his power % 
andyt'ith a cotaposuns which na^rks him as one of the 
greatest men that ever was employed on Sli£:k ap enter- 
pjrise, he retined to his ca^n, and wrote a tetter to his 
employers eipivssire of his forlorn s4tttatio»> which 
he ordered the Hector, to earjry, and to leave bim to 
his fate. This he stU(Uously concealed from hi^ m9f)« 
lest the dkiappoinisnetit of their views mighl hare rea- 
dersd them desperale* 

This letter and his instnictiq^t being CfVWfyed 90 
hoard the Hector,, the admi^ eapected die would 
have made saiii tmm chem m the night, hot^n tfao 
morrow h^ Ibund her still in &i|^, and sku v^^f gel 
more a-b^ than two or tht«e leagues. The captain, 
irom a sinee«e •togard to ^ admiral, could not (Hipr 
port thtf tbenght oif leafving him in such d^txess^; ajud 
while lie seemed to oomply with his desires, in keeping 
at a distance, he was vowilliog to i^aoden him \f hile 
a hope rctnained of his being «ise6il. 

At last, despair gave new reseiutlon, apd the 
weather seemed to grow milder for their preserva* 
Hon. The rudder was again repaired ; and the se«; 
being c^nooth, with a prospect of their being able to 
prooeed, the admiral made a signal to di/e Hector to 
join, and by the assistance of her crew the helm was so 
X 2 
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^ell secured, that tbey began to entertaiD bqies of 
being able to reach a port. 

Percetviog that diey had sailed to a higher latitude 
than the Cape of Good Hope, thejr directed their 
coarse for the island of St. Helena, which, to the to- 
expressible joy of tlie whole fleet, they reached on the 
l6thof June, On landing, they recognized many 
writings, by which they understood that the Garracks 
had left thisplaoe only eight days before. While they 
staid here, they repaired the ships ; and, by a due at« 
tention to ihe health of the sick, and the help of sock 
refreshments as the island supplied, they soon begpa 
to recover. Indeed, they had been reduced ta.the Jait 
distress in erery respect, as they had been beating in 
the ocean widiout a sight of land for tiie tedious space 
of three months. 

On the 5th of July they again setaail ; and steering 
Jiorth-west, passed the isle of Ascension, a barrra spoft^ 
destitute of inhabitants, water, and safe anchorage^ 
but having its sliores prolific in &h. 

On the 19th they crossed the line,. and In ten d^grs 
had 9 sight oif the island of Fuego. Here they were 
becaln^eg for five days^ and afterwards met with con- 
trary winds. However, . on the 7th of Seplember 
they came Into, soundings in the r Channel, and with- 
out any further accident anchored safe in the Downs. 
' Such was the conclusion of- the <&rst voyage of the 
English to the East Indies, under the sanction of a 
charter ^ and, ^om a review of the whole, we may 
affirm that the conduct of the principals in the ex* 
pedition was honourable to themselves and their coun* 
try. No steps seem to have been taken, no dmign 
formed, of encroaching on the rights of the natives : 
the pursuit of trade was the only object; aiKi happy 
would it have: been for the nations of Europe, if they 
could have been satisfied with the profits of a fair traf- 
fic, and qever been ipisled by the i|^»»/a/tf 2^ of OKI's 
quest! 
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TH£<iaine of JVlicMjeton^ distinguished among tlie 
^m}y voyages to tlie fast. In the present un» 
ifortDoate esi^peditioQ ibre^ ships were employed : tl^ 
Tirade*^ IiKrease, of one thousand tons^ ^ir H^nry 
Middleton a-diniral 5 tjae Pepper Com, of two bwndresd 
tod 6fty lons^ Nicholas DountoUj ccmniander^ and 
4ke Paa^ling, of vm0ty tons. A viciualler of one hua- 
drtd und eighty tons^ nanied the Samuels , attended 
theco. 

On the 1st of May, 1610, the squadron came to an 
anchor .in tliejoad t>f C»pe Ym4» where they found a 
Preochmui eqwpping a axnall pinnace. On ej^awina* 
ition» 4^e oiam-naast of the admirers ship was found in 
-wdi ;a jfcoaiyied alsate, that haid they -experienced ao^ 
ffeveie weather it nc»jist have g$>ne hy tjie b«>ard. Tii^ 
Mblca)Ede, fiviK) ^anae 10 'visit the a4jv:iiral^ having given 

itho mssHt, andioiJDrr rspaics;; and tieg^ tp lu^lade tk; 
fism^i^f whid) itbey afiqrwwds dismjs^. 

On !t^e }^th they pit^ne^ tio d^art.; and h»vmg 
•Qonsiilled \^ai GouMe vsas bost^ it was^gsead pn U> 
pass ihe Vine idinect, jand then stsetch tQ tlie ^a8lw.ard. 
Entering t^ie raid of SaWaiwia on. ihe 24th of July, 
they salufvd the Dutch admiral with five guns^ which 
x3 
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compliment was returned. The admiral landing, per* 
ceived memorials left by captain Reeling and c^n. 
Among d>e rest was a notification of his brother, cap^ 
tain David Middieton, who had sailed the preceding 
year. This gentleman had also left a letter, which 
was buried under ground, according to agreement, be- 
fore he left England ; but the ^^riting was wholly ob- 
literated by the damp. On the 26ih they erected a 
tent for the reception of tlie sick ; and landed the en- 
tire crews, on purpose to air the ships. From this 
time nothing particular occurred during then- stay. 

On the 6tli of September they anchored in St Au- 
gustine*s Bay, where they found the Union in great 
distress for want of provisions. Next day the admi- 
ral went on shore in the pinnace, to examine the 
countT}' 5 but could meet With no supplies, save wood 
•and water. Soon after, they fell m with currentaanct 
unfavourable winds. Touching at Zocotra, they amused 
tliemselves in fishing, and then proceeded to Tamerin, 
• the principal place in the island. This town stands at 
•the bottom of some high rugged hills. The road is 
-partly open, but atfords good anchorage, A messen- 
ger was dispatched with presents to the king, who 
received him with respect, and promised his zealous 
assistance. 

Next day the admiral, landing with the chief mei- 
chants and a guard of armed men, was conducted to 
- the king's p?ilace. The prince noet him at the chamber 
door, and, seating him in a chair, after reciprocal com- 
pliments they discoursed on the trade of the Red Sea. 
The king gave a favourable account of the people of 
Aden and Mocha, and observed that th^y would be 
happyto trade with the English. On this, sir Heniy 
was desirous of setting up his pinnace 3 but the kii^ 
refused permission to do this in the road where the 
ships then lay, though he pointed out another place : 
•he confessed^ he was apprehensive, if the admirnl tar- 
ried too long at Tamerin, the merchants of other iia- 



which lendeied him averse to any busioesd that could 
protract their stay. He however gave £r^ leave to 
take in water, as a mark of his royal bounty -, for it 
appeared other nations paid for it. Wood, he informed 
then]> would cost very dear. 

This island abounds in alQes, . the best in the world j 
but it seems the father of this prince, who was sove* 
reign of Fartaque, in Arabia Felix, had engrossed the 
last crop of that drug } and his Zocotartne majesty dis- 
suaded the admiral from attempting to trade with him^ 
as he did not apprehend it would be allowed. 

Steering along the coast, they saw high land, and 
§oon anchored before a town encompassed with a stone 
wall, . and defended by forts and bulwarks. A small 
.boat with three Arabs came on board, with a commis- 
sion from the governor to inquire what nation tliey 
were off 3 and, if English, to bid them welcome. It 
seems that a captain Sharpey had been on the same 
.coast the year before^ and had given the natives a 
favoujrable opinion of the British character . and conr 
ducr. 

One of the messengers, being asked the name and 
disposition of the bashaw, made answer that he was 
called JafFer Bashaw ; that his predecessor was verv 
.bad, and this man was little better ; in short, that all 
the Turks were worthless. In regard to -trade, the 
same Arab gave a more agreeable account; assuring 
the admiral that there was a merchant in the town who 
would purchase all his lading. 

On this, sir Henry sent the pinnaqe ashore with one 
. of the factors, to procure a pilot for Mocha. The 
English were kindly entertained 3 but the townsmen, 
wishing to keep all the trade to themselves, refused a 
pilot, unless three merchants were left as hostages for 
his safe return. The adnural seeing their object, pre- 
pared to set sail, on which the inhabitants requested 
hti would leave one of his ships, at least, to traffic with 
-.K m y and in compl'rance with this demand the Pep- 
• V ...'* ". n M'as sulibu < to remain- 
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Str Henry pfoceeded in the two etker «hi^ "for Mo- 
cha, but was noruch incommoded by the want of pro- 
per pilots. After passing tl» Straits of BaMmandel^ 
two Arabs wereprocttred, who pretended to be ^'cry 
skilful in this navigation -, bat unfortun^ttdy they soon 
ran the Trade's Increase on a s^nd bank. A« ibt wind 
blew hard, and the sea wa^ conBiderably agitated, tbey 
began to fear that she coiHd not be got off. In a short 
time a boat arrived with a message from tlie governor, 
desiring to know their country and business ; adding 
that^ if £ndi8h', they were heartily welcome, and that 
they would find a ready vent for their f»ods. As to 
the ship's being aground, these people said it ought 
not to excite alarm, being very usual wkh large vessels 
in that sea, though ^Idom much daa^ge was sus- 
tained. 

The same messenger returned next day with several 
companions, and a small present from the aga, with 
compliments and ssurances to the admiral that he 
^onld be well treated, and enjoy as fi^ee a trade as ia 
any part of the Turkish dominions. 

Tlie firj^t care was to lighten the vessel, by sending 
sotne goods on sliore, and with tliem went Mr. Femel, 
a mepclAnt, who «oon sent back an aceount of the fa- 
vourable teoeptioia lie had met witli, and the terms on 
which the trade was to be conducted. The «hip was 
toow afloat ; and the admiral, being pressed belh by the 
«ga and Femel to come on shore for the belter conve- 
nience of trading, complied with tfeeir s^Kciiations ; 
and ^n hk lamdmg was receWed 'by several -persons 
ofdist-iftciHon, and conduoted to the aga'« palace, fleie 
iie-eticperietieed every testimony of Tespect, and ww in- 
trednoed to 'ihe princrpsfl persens of the 'pkce. The 
«ga seated sir 'lle»py*)yl»m, -Ae rest standiag, end 
loaded htm with compliments and w^omes. The 
«drnM'deilivered>fhe king's ^e^ter whh a present to the 
baAffw, «and IFkewise -made some acknowledgments to 
l^e-aga, whi<^ we?re fhankfiifly received. This officer 
again made professions of his firm support, and that 
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the English should be protected from molestation and 
wrong. After this, he caused one'of his principal at- 
tendants to dress tlie admiral in a vest of crimson silk 
and silver j adding, that he need be under no appre- 
hension^ as he was under the protection of tjie grand 
signior. 

Middleton on taking leave was mounted on a fine 
honse^ richly caparisoned^ and conducted to the house 
intended fur his residence. Here he dined ; and the 
aga being very importunate with him to stay on shore, 
he yielded to the apparent kind request. 

Day by day the aga s^nt either presents or civil mes- 
sages to the admiral,, desiring to know if he. was well 
treated^ or if he wanted any thing. On the 28th of 
Novemtarhe redoubled his attentions, and acquainted 
sir Henry that the season, of fasting being nearly expired 
he hoped soon to enjoy more of his company in ex- 
cursions jotmd the cioruirtiyi The sarfte afternoon a gen- 

' tlemari from the ship having supped with the admiral, 
and intending to ilBturn 6n board, ^'^as refused permis- 
sion by the Turks, oil pretence that it was too late. 
The admiral interceded, but in vain. However, he 
imagined that this restraint arose from an excess of cau- 
tion, and still was unsuspicious of harm. Next day, 
while sir Henry was enjoying the fresh air at tfie door 
of his house, in company with Mr. Femel and a Mr, 
Pertiberton, a janizary came from the aga, the purport 
of whose message was, that his roaster wished them to 
be of good cheer, as he had received good news froiji 
the bashaw. At this instant a servant belonging to sir 
Heniy, running up in a great fright, exclaimed, thev 
were all betrayed ; for that the Turks and the Englisli 
on shore were fghting behind the house. All was 
now confusion ; and while the admiral was exerting 
himself to get his rben under shelter, he was knocked 
down by a person who attacked him behind, and re- 
mained insensible, till the pain occasioned by tying his 
hands behind his back brought him to life and recol- 

- lection. As soon as the Turks perceived thai he was 
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revived, they supported Lim to tlie aga*s, wbere be had 
the conceru to lind several of his company in the same 
condition. By the way he was plundered of hU money 
and some gold fings. Those who had escaped the 
massacre were loaded with irons 5 the admiral with se- 
ven more were yoked by the neck in one chain, after 
being separately seemed by the hands and feet j and 
two soldiers were left to guard them. 

On inquiring into tlie circumstances of this melan- 
choly affair, sir Henry found that armed soldters had 
surrounded the house, and fallen on the English whUe 
perfectly unsuspecting and defenceless $ tiiat eight 
were killed outright, and fourteen now present much 
wounded. 

This treacherous conduct in the aga wa« only the 
prelude to what he further intendad. His ol;^ect was, 
after securixw the penons of the SngUsh, who had 
trusted to their hospitality on shore, to secure tlie ships 
also. For tliis purpose, the Turks armed three boats 
with one hundred and iifly soldiers, and rowed up to 
the Darlinff, which lay near the shore. That they 
misht pass Tor Christians, they laid aside their turbanj ; 
and before the crew of the Darling couid disooc^^ tlieir 
danger, most of the Turks got on board. Thre^i ul' cite 
English were killed on the first onset : the rest letiied 
to places of security, and prepared for resistance. Bj 
some mistake several of the Turks leaped into the 
Mp'a boat, and, cutting the cables, fell down with the 
current By this time the crew of the Pairling hegiKi 
to recover from their consternation, and to be fiirnished 
with arms : some of them threw a barrel of gunpowder 
and a fire-brand among the thickest of the assailants ; 
others laid trains of powder, and fired musketiy, which 
so terrified the Turks, lest they should be blovm up, thst 
many leaped into tlie sea and were drowned ; the rest 
were dispatched on board. Only one man was saved, 
who, concealing himself till the carnage was over, 
obtained mercy. 

The boat xetuming to the town, brought the joyful 
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news that tJie ship was taken ; for we have ob<?ened, 
thai at soon as the vessel was^ boarded a party suffered 
themselves to be wafted along by the current from the 
scene of action. This tntelligeuce diffused universal 
joy over the town : bot what was the surprise of the 
Tttrks', when they hastened to the spot where the ship 
used to nde^ and found her under sail! They now 
ran to inform tlie aga that the ship had escaped ; and 
that they verily believed tlie Emirsal Bahr, or lord of 
the sea, and al) his men, were taken prisoners, Ihe 
aga, however, had given intimation to the admiral that 
tlie small ship was taken, which be believed might be 
the feet. Soon after sun-rise tliis unfortunate officer 
was carried with his seven yoke-fdlows before the aga, 
who, dropping all his former finesse, sternly asked him 
how he dared to enter the port of Mocha. Sir Henry 
replied, that the cause of his coming was no secret, 
and that lie did not land but with his own entire permis* 
sion, and after many pressing invitations. Ihe aga 
insisted that it was not lawful for any Christian to ap- 
proach their holy city, to which Mo^a was tlie key ; 
and that the bashaw had it in express orders, from the 
grand signior, to make slaves of every Cliristian who 
should presume to enter those seas, even with his 
own pass. The admiral repeated that it was not his 
wish to transgress, but that he was trepanned under 
fhir pretences of good usage. 

The aga then showed him a letter from captain 
Dounton at Aden, which had fallen into his hands. 
It. conveyed the disagreeable news, that two of his 
merchants and the purser were detained on siiore, nor 
could he obtain their release but on condition of paying 
one thousand five bundled venetianos* for anchorage, 
and requested Sir Henry*s advice how to acquit himself 
in this unpleasant business. 

The aga inquired into the purport of th!s letter, 
wbioh being ireely cemmimtGated, the Turk informed 

* Six shilliD^ and -ninepenrt tadi. 
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him, that the ship had proceeded 6-om Adeo to Modia, 
but was lost in her passage with all the men and goods. 

The aga then desired that the admiral would write, 
to know how msiny Turks were on board the small 
vessel j adding, that she was once in their possession, 
but had been rescued by the large ship ; which infor^ 
mation in some measure cotnpeoaated for the other 
disagreeable, intelligence \^hich sir Henry had received. 
But the aga now went a step further ; he insisted on 
the admirars writing to his. officers to deliver up the 
large ship, promising, that he should have the small 
one to carry him home; and threatened, in case of 
refusal,, his head should he struck off. The admiral 
replied with firmness, that he might dispose of him as 
he pleased, since life was now become a burden ; but 
tliat he would not write as dirtected, ^r^ if he did^ it 
would be nugatory i since his men were not such sim- 
pletons as to obey Xhe commands of an officer in con* 
gnement, nor would .they tamely surrender themselves 
for slaves* 

The aga, finding it impossible, to prevail, caused sir 
Henry to be separated from the rest, and loaded with 
fetters and . mauacles. He was then lodged under a 
pair of stairs, in a miserable hole; but on the entreaties 
of a person of some humanity and influence, was soon 
accommodated .with a baiter roomj though still the 
hard ground was his bed, a stone his piUuw, and the 
rats, his a)m|X!n tons. 

The aga*8 lieutenant and the dragoman came at 
midnight, and in soothjrig terms requested tlie admiral 
would procure them information of tlie names and 
numbers of the Turks who were prisoners on board the 
ship, but to conceal his owu misfortunes, and even to 
pretend that he was well used. Part of this reifuest 
he complied with^ but at the same conveyed a hint to 
be on taeir guard. This gave the crew the pleasing 
certainty that theu: cpmouuider was still alive $ and the 
return waSf as before stated, that all the Turks were 
eitiier killed or drowned, save uiie. 
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Various expedients were tiied to shake the resolution 
of tlie admiral^ and he continued in great distress, 
without any knowledge of the fiite of his ships^ till the 
1.5 th of December. Indeed those on ship-board ex* 
perienced many difficulties from adverse winds and 
bhoals, and even their water began to fail. Besides, 
they were detracted to know what course they ought 
to pursue ^ and as all communication was cut ofi^ with 
tile shore^ it was at last proposed to find one of their 
number, who would venture to procure them ^some. 
intelligence respecting their companions. 

One John Chambers, a man of undaunted courage, 
agreed to go on thb hazardous expedition, and to 
liberate his associates from their doubt and perplexity, 
or perish in the attempt. Accordingly, on tlie lath 
of December, he was landed on a small island near the 
town, with a flag of truce, together with an Indian in- 
terpreter. Being brought before the aga, he was in- 
terrogated how he dared to land without permission. 
He answered that he came under the sanction of a flag, 
of tmce, with a letter to the commander, and was 
anxious to know, with the aga*s good pleasure, the 
situation of his countrymen. After a strict examination, 
be was conducted to the admiral's cell, which was 
almost perfectly dark, and delivered his letter with a 
degree of feeling which does honour to human nature. > 
He shed tears at the sight of so much distress $ and, on 
being told that it was feared the Turks would not permit 
him to return on board, he said he came with the re- 
solution to share his commander's sufferings, if he was 
not allowed to serve him in a more efieclual way. The 
aga bad intercepted some few necessaries which had 
\^ea sent for the use of the admiral 3 and thought he 
had shown gre^it lenity, in permitting an interview be- 
tween him and the messenj^. Chambers, finding it 
impossible to relieve the commander from his present 
misery, was requested to leave him, and fortunately 
got on board again. 

When ju];v. vas almost extinct/ it b2g:m tp revive 
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again. An aga arrived from Zenm ^itfa orders to 
b?ing up die Engltsb^ and immediately vlsked the 
admiral and his companioos in captivity. This officer 
made the same observations and attempts as have been 
previously mentionod^ and met with the same intirpid 
answers. On asking the admiral whether he did not 
know that the giand siginor's sword was long ? Sir 
Henry replied, &at he had not sunk under the sword, 
but treachery ; and that if he and his people were on 
boards he did not value thetr power. The aga said, it 
was proudly spoken $ and again urged him to write a ^ 
letter, commniding his men to come on shore, and 
surrender themselves to the bashaw -, but in vain. 

The Turkish ottcer then informed sir Henry, that 
he came with express orders from the bashaw, to cod' 
duct him and his people to Zenan, and advised him to 
pcoccnre warm clothing from on board, as the air of the 
mountaiiu was sliarp and pieixzing. The admiral tn- 
treatedthat, if possible, his men might be permitted to 
return to the ^p^ and that he and a few more ought 
undertake this journey. The aga observed, that it 
was not in his power to grant this request $ however, 
aiiother officer interpo^ng, it was agreed an thtft fine 
admiral and five more shoiSd appear before the bail»w ; 
and that the rest should remain in captivit)' till Either 
orders. On tlie ^Oth, capt^n Dountou, in tlie Pepper 
Corn, to the agreeable surprise of the FA^ish. came 
into the road from Aden, to whom sir Henry W3& 
allowed t» write with freedom. 

The irons being knocked ofF^ it was at last deter- 
mined that the admiral and thirty-four more should 
proceed to Zenan ; the carpenters, smiths, and sotne 
side men akoe being leit behind. Sir Henry and 
Mr. Femel were iodised with horses ; the rest <»f the 
party rode on asses. About ten at night, wliile tiiey 
' were twelve miles distaftit from Mocha, Mr. FefubeiiQn 
found means to slip away, and was not missed til! nest 
day. Mr. Pemberton was moved to this desperate 
attempt, from the dread of perpeCual slavery, or death. 
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A brave roan, struggHng; with unmerited dtstres^^ 
will always interest some atnoog the most obdurate 
hearts. Sir Henry found sevenil irieadsj who adviaed 
him not to be dejected^ and aopplied him ^ hi9 n^mt 
with temporary relief on the journey. The consul of 
tlie Bannians^ whc^se gdod offices bad commenced at 
IVIocha^ atid who wad now travelltng to Zenan, visited 
the English admind every day^ and astored him of his 
seakxis sefVicei with the bashaW^ which pcomi^ he 
religiously kept« 

The journqr id Zenan was ea^mely itnpieaawC. 
The aga rode in triumph ds a oonquemr, and (he £n«> 
glish \\ ere considered as captives taken in War. They 
lay on the bare ground At nighty part of the way, and 
fiuifered tut^mHy from the pold« In Meen days they 
reached Zenan ^ whichy thov^ little beyond tlm tropic, 
y ireqilently visited with frosta of an mteoseoeas w&ch 
could scarc^y bo cmdited in such a latitude. On eo* 
tering the tolirn^ the Turkitli soldiers preceded thet En- 
glish, who wece disptsed of ila such a manner as isiade 
the greatest possible sl)ow» The aga brooght up the 
rear, and asaiinled the state of a Warrior who had lub- 
dued his enemies hi battle. They proceeded in this 
style to the castlie thrbligh immense crowds, and wei^ 
received at*the firbt g^tb by a large bbdy of soldieni; 
at the second gate were. two guns ready, amounted) and 
having passed this^ .they ibund . iliemselVes in a very 
spacious court. Here the comtndnder alighted^ and 
was soon conducted before the bashaw^ together with 
Mr. Femel. The bashaw was seated nt the upper eiid 
of a large gallery^ attetkded by many nobles and oncers. 
Sir Heury was ted by tw<^ meh, ^lio heid hinv by the 
wrist, and ha\iog,cdme within a iew fioet of tlie bn^ 
sliaw, was sternly questioned of what ctnintry he was, 
and what was tiie object of his visiting diese re- 
gions. The admiral answered that he was an English 
merchant^ whicli nation being in amity witli the grand 
signior, he was induced to tome there lor the purposes 
of trade. The bashatf^ .find it was not lawfiil for any 
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Christian to set his foot in that country, and that he 
had warned captain Sharpej^ who hi|d formerly, tres- 
passed in the same way, to caution his countrymen 
never more to ofiend. Sir Heniy^ observed, that cap- 
tain Sharpey was cast away on the coast of India, and 
did not live to commnnicate his higbness*s commands, 
or he would not have brought himself and his men 
into their present unhappy predicament. He added, 
that Rgib, aga of Mocha, had cajoled him by specious 
professions, and having once got him' in his power, 
had assaulted him and hrs men with an armed force, 
«nd either killed or took the whole prisoners, who 
had trusted to his protection. 

The bashaw replied, that Rejib was only his slave, 
and had acted without his authority in the first instance ; 
and that what had befallen him and his men was in 
conform!^ to an older from the grand signior himsel£ 
Sir Henry observed, that they had received great dam- 
age} and if bis highness would sufkr tliem to depart 
with their ships, it would be a sufficient warning to his 
nation in future not to transgrett.^ 
- The bashaw gave htm to understand that he could 
not grant this permission without the concurrence of 
hu master, t^ whom he would apply, to know his 
pleasure respecting them. With mis the' adn^iral was 
dismissed, and with five gentlemen committed to the 
house of the keeper of the prison, while the rest were 
heavily ironed, and thrown into the common jail. 

The catastrophe of a young man, who was among 
the captives at this interview, proves the fatal effects 
* of violent fear. This poor fellow, thinking that tlie 
admiral was about to lose his head, when he was so 
rudely presented to the bashaw, fell into a swoon, and 
soon after died fit>m mere apprdiension. 
, On the 6th of January, the cfaiaous, or lieutenant of 
the kingdom, invited sir Henry to breakfast, and 
treated him with much civility. The admju^al gave 
him a full ei^planation of the treacherous conduct of 
)he aga of Mocha i on which this o0icer bade hvca be 
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could tioc be rettv^died^but indolfge the liope tkat all 
would yet end welL 

Next day the chiaoos etitd^ained Inin and Mr. 
Femel in his garden^ and consoied him with the pro* 
mise of their speedy discharge, and that all his wrongs 
at Mocha should be ledi^sed ; he assured him also of 
his particular fHendship 5 and in the presence of many 
distinguished persons <i«£clared, that he was actuated 
solely by the love of God to show him this kindness ; 
but the admirai concluded his views were not quite so 
pure as he pretended , 

Providence, iiowever, mised them one patron after 
another : aiYiong the rest, a friend of the bashaw, who 
knowing all the transactions at Mocha, and bein)^ 
satisfied of the blatneiess conduct of the English^ in- 
terested himself with the chief in their behalf. 

Sir Henry at last laving etipoiated to pay one thou*- 
sand five hundred venedanos, to expedite the tosiness, 
was afterwards conveyed before the sbashaw, who be- 
haved with great affability, and infiimied him that he 
should soon be at liberty to retom with his meiito 
Mocha, and to pioceed with his ships for India. Aa 
for the goods seized, they were placed to the account 
of the grand slgnioi', and obuld not be vestored. Tb^ 
bashaw apologized for what had happened, and hoped 
it would be a caution to other Christian powers -not 
to interfere in theHXnitiiiierce of that country, to the 
pr^udice of the native rigiits. 

The admiral], havii^ nnitk bis acicnowledgiMeiits, re- 
tired on xlm occasion ; and, having taken aiotmeidp- 
portimityof paying -bistespectft, met wl^ ibe same 
•gradouit leo^itm antl flK ttia' h j g 'pr43n]i8eft. in the 
•iDdiQwhile, mmxy of the ifiiiglish ^'altog^^siek, itftie com^ 
laaato'dfdisottsHie his«6licitai»itt^ ttielrHthei^tian 
'fnm prisoft,'w^Gh m Utt he ^gifedetd. 

Behig mw <m'ihe -et^ of depatetire, die bai^haw gm^ 
w tienry another vdenm ^wtmuig ^tgatet a»y of hia 
countrymen coming into these quarters ; and u|)on hjs 
y 3 
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wr^z the apprehensions he was under fibm the aga 
of lifocha, and wishing to have a letter of protection 
from the bashaw^ that officer proudly replied. Is not 
my W(»d sufficient ? If Rejtb aga "wrongs you, I will 
pull his skin over his ears, and give you his head, fat he 
is my slave. Afii6r this, the chirms was commanded to 
prepare the dispatch^ which he executed without delay, 
and gave the admiral an additional proof of liis friend* 
ship, by presenting him with ooe hundred pieces of 
gold, before he took his leave. 

The city of Zenan (or Senaa) ts described as being 
about the extent of Bristol, at the period of this voy« 
9ge. The houses weie built of luue and stone > wood 
and water were fetched from a great distance, and 
therefore very dear. The bashaw resided in the castle, 
which lies on the east side of the town. The house 
of the keeper of the prison, where sir Henry was 
lodged, was contiguous to the city wall ; at the foot 
of which a great number of pe(n>le, principally women 
and children, were detained as pledges of the all^iance 
of their parents and relations. Whrle these victims 
.of .jealous despotism were veiy young, they were sof* 
fered to run about ; but as they approached to pubertf , 
-they were fettered, and removed to a strong tower, 
there to be kept^ at the pleasure of the tyrannical 
governor. 

Previoos to his departure, the English commander 
bad procured a letter 6om his friend, the chiaous, for 
the purpose of having a young man belonging to Mr. 
JPemberton delivered up, who was said to have ttimed 
Mahometan ; but though the youth, instigated by 
•promises and threats, had only apparently changed his 
religion, and had even received the seal of the Mahom- 
etan fadth by an act of violence, it waa of no avail to 
plead for his liberation. Having externally embraced 
the religion of the prophet, it was deemed a prd&na* 
iiQVk to expose him to the power^of Christians; and he 
remained in durapce among the'musselmea for some 
;time lono;er. 
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After a journey of sixteen jtAys, the English again 
reached Mocha, and the 'prospect of meeting their 
friends on boaUd gave new )oy, and cause for reciprecal 
congratulati6n. Mr. Pemberton, it appeared, laA 
found means to reach the ship, af^ deserting the com- 
pany on their road to 2^nant The Arabs behaved to 
the strangers with much attention ; being tbepEiseivef 
ill used by the Turks, they had learned to commiserate 
the misfottttnes of others. £ven the periSdious aga 
affected a kind and complacent manner, declaring; 
that he had only executed the orders of his st^rion, 
which his duty qompeUed him to do. 

Sir Henry judged it prudent to simulate with the 
dissembler, and listened with seeming satisfaction, but 
gave little credit to his protestations. He was invited 
to feasts, and flattered with offers of unsolicited ser- 
vices } but he found himself watched and guarded, 
and therefore sawaio prospect of obtaining his liberty, 
but by planning a secret escape. 

To eSect this, th« Darling being arrived, the sdmiral 
wrote for plenty of liquors and a boat, that he might 
embrace the first favorable opportunity of coming off 
in a cask. It fortunately. hapt)ened that, on the 11th 
of April, the aga and his chief officers being out on a 
pleasure party, sir Henry resolved to put his scheme in 
practice j and distributing liquors iu abundance to his 
guards, left tliem in snch a state of intoxication, that 
he was conveyed away in tlie cask intended for hU 
reception, and was put on board the boat, before his 
escape was at all suspected. Mr. Fennel, however, and 
some others, being too dilatory in setting out, could 
not be taken in at the spot agreed on, notwithstand* 
ing all the exertions of the commander for this pur- 
pose. Indeed, the whole town bebg speedily alarmed, 
it was with great difficulty that the boat could escape to 
the ship; thedanger at erne moment was most imminent, 
from Sir Henry's great zeal to rescue his friends, par- 
ticularly Mr, Femel, That gentleman, after a resolute 
attempt to regain his freedom, was secured and brought 
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before the iga, together ^ith sorhe others^ and threat- 

lened with the loss of thett be^ds. 

Sit Henry, however^ being now in the command of 
life ships> rtsnt a perem^to^ message to the aga ; that 
if he injured any of his men, or did not deliver np 
the stores, he wonkl execute S^engeance, by firing tl>e 
Ships III the harbbufj and by attempting to battel* the 
town. 

This threat, and the probability of its being carried 
Into effect, caused a sensible ferment in Mocha. The 
«ga too was in persoofai fear> lest he should lose his 
own bead for neglect $ tmd every i^erson who had acted 
lihder him, or been in any respect concerned in the 
yarding of the Englisli, felt a fear proportioned to 
^he niagnittide of his trust. 

Next day an ofiioercame on board to the admiral 
with letters, ^^nd expressed his concern for this precipi- 
tate »ep; as within a few days sir Henry and all his 
men might have enjoyed their liberty without any risk. 
lUe added, that ihte ^toi^ should be sent on board ; but 
that an order from ^he bashaw was necessary to pro- 
cure, a liberatfon of the men who were still detained. 
A respite of fifbeen days was requested 5 and if ever)* 
t>erson was ^ot instantly sent on board, imniediate)7 
after the expiration of that period, neither mercy nor 
favour was expected. 

The admiral likewise insisted on having the pinnace 
deliveted up within the time specified 5 but he judged 
it advisable not to demand restitution of, cm- compeiisa- 
^ion for, the goods, till after he had recovered his men. 

Tl)ese tem)s and detnaiids being reported to the aga, 
he fdl into a ra^, particullirly in teg«rd to tlie pinnace. 
In the meanwhile, a variety of the vnarilie store«, de- 
posited on shoife. Was defily seht ofr, together widi 
trifling presents and iVji^hmefits ff<5ih the aga. 

On the 13th, t^ie InoreaSe tmd fPe^^jerCorn anchor- 
ed in sight of the road, and ft^t teortaing '^nteted^ to 
the great joy of sir Henry, who fl0w saw his fleet 
reunited. 
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After ti number of unimportant transactions and 
evasions, on the part of the Turks, on the 25th Nakr' 
hada Mohammed came to inform the admiral, th^it 
the t)aKhavv -had signed an order for the release of his 
men and the pinnace, and promised that they should 
be restored oit the morrow. 

Oh the morrowj however, the same officer returned, 
saying that the pinnace was launched, but that the aga 
would neither defiver her or the men, till tlie^dmiral 
had given an assurance under his hand, that he would 
neither injure nor molest the Turks or their allies, ta 
their persons or property ; ' and that Jbe would demand 
no restitution of the goods which had been seized, or 
any compensation for them ; which engagement was 
to be confirmed by oath, and the additional signatures of 
five of the principal persons on board. Sir Henry ex- 
pressed his surprise that, instead of fulfilling their pro- 
mises, he should be daily insulted with new demands ; 
and to bring them to a proper sense of justice and fait 
dealing, he was now resolved to keep the aga's messen- 
ger and attendants as hostages 5 and desired Moham- 
med, the deputy in question, to inform his employ- 
er of this determination. To this the messenger 
strongly objected, as he had volunteered the business^ 
oat of good will to the £nglish ; bat if- the admiral 
would condescend to give him a Avriiing to the purport 
of what was required, he assured him all his people 
should be on board before night. 

The commander, finding compulsory means unavail- 
able, yielded in appearance / and drawing up a brief 
relation, in English, of the treacherous conduct he *had 
experienced from tlie Turks, gave it to the officer with 
the number of signatures desired, as a substitute for 
the engagement solicited. He likewise put Mr. Fern* 
el on his guard how to interpret this writing, and then 
dispatched the officer on shore. 

Towards evening he returned, according to his pro- 
mise, with Mr. Femeland nine othifrs, and next morn- 
ing the pii^ace was delivered. The admiral ucxt 



250 KIDDLKTON*S TOTAGB. 

insisted on having the youth liberated, who bad bec6me 
a pretended proselyte to the Mahometan faith j which 
point, after some difiiculty, he carri^, and the boy 
once more became a Christian. 

In every transaction, til! the last raometit of their 
stay, the Turks shewed a wish to entrap and circum- 
Tcnt the English ; but the admiraLbeing now at liberiy, 
and wfalousiy seconded by his men, counteracted all 
their n^chinatlons, and set his enemies at dehaiice. 

Soon after Mr. Femel was surrendered up, he paid 
the debt of nature, either owing to a caleiiiure, or 
poison administered by the Turks. A variety of ma- 
noeuvres were played off on both sidts, and some tin.c 
was spent in fruitless negociation : at Jast tlie Englidh 
commander, having obtained all the indemnity and 
satisfaction which circtirastances would permit, on the 
ad of July left thd road of Mochaj and sailed for 
Assab. Here he spent some time in watering ; and 
fearful lest the Turks should have poisoned the wdla, 
which lie Understood thdy sometimes did, he had them 
emptied abd cleaned before he laid in his supplies. 

Un the 13th, the king of the country sent a Ittter 
and refreshments for th^ admiral ; and having congra- 
tuidted hftn on his escape from his enemies, gave him a 
cordial welcome into his oWn dominions, pronaising 
to supply him with whate\'er his country afforded. 
Sir Hbnry gave the messengets a kind reception, and 
made a suitable reply to the king, accompanied with 
some presents. 

In a few days a vessel ^frrived from Mocha, to make 
th6 fitial arrangements with the English, and to com^* 
p\H^ their mutual contracts 5 but the bashaw, having 
Inad^ a frivolous excuse for not sending a ratilication of 
the treaty of amity agreed to be entered into, gave the 
flTins'-ral absolute conviction that the Turks meant to 
take every advantage of tlie English whipli circum- 
•stSQccs might throw in their power, and tliis determia- 
«d hifti to enter into similar views. 
• A large and valuable ship was daily expected froai 
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Suez to Mocha, on board of wfaicii Jiis prindpaJ ene- 
mies bad coiKiderable ventures. This vessd he 
watched for some days, to the great danger of his own 
fleet i but at last had the ipoi'ti^catitui to find she had 
escaped him iu the night. 

Having lost much tlme> and experienced, as has been 
seen, numerous disasters in the fied Sea, the admiral 
now fell down to Babelmandel 3 and two of his chips 
sailing by die western channel, ^nd the other two by 
the eastern, joined in safety the safue day without tlie 
Straights. 

From the i2th to the 2;th of August, tliey had 
much adverse wind, with occasional calms, ao that thejr 
made but little progress. But the monsoon bemg 
now far spent, the admiral procured the assistance' 
of boats from the nachada of Din, to get hajliast and 
water on board, and lijcewise treated with hhn for the 
purchase of a considerable quantity of aloes. 

This business settled, on the ad oi Septeooiber or 
Henry warped the shi[)s out of the road'j jtnd havbiig 
engaged a pilot to conduct him to India, proceeded joa 
lAs voyage. On die 27 <h he reached Surat, wiiene he 
found j>evenal Indian and many Portugoese vesaels. I4 . 
seems that the Portuguese had received inttmation of 
the English being in the Red Sea, and jaad purposely [ 
sent some frigates to Sucat, to prev^it them frota 
trading on the const. 

The admiral of the aErxnada, as it was termed, sent , 
a small frigate on -the 29th, to congratulate the £iiglisii 
comsnander on his arrival, and to o^r him nil the -serf 
vioes in his power ; but Jsatimadting at the some time« 
$tat unless he brought .letter's of license iicom the 'king 
o£ Spain, pr tiie vioecoy, tio penasifisian «coald he 
grant^ Inm tp ^B'a&c. (&ir Beosy ceplied, that .he was 
furnished with no letters jof that icind, nor did he see 
C)be<(tMf;e33it|r lof tkesKi, as h& ;b(Rettght credentials and 
ftreaeots ttp tbc great onogul^ ^i^ a view of piomoting 
the sxai^ <8it4 tulerco]juae alseadf joegvia. 
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Sir Henry sooa after received letters from one Ni- 
ckolas Bangliara, stating the affairs of the English in 
that quarter, which were in a very forlorn- sitnation, 
owing to the jealousy of the Portuguese, and the pre- 
ponderance of their interest with the country powers. 
Indeed, though some of the chiefs among the natives 
expressed tlfielr desire of trading with sir Henry, they 
owned the difficulty, and even the impossibility of 
doing if, without the concurrence of the Portuguese. 

Nevertheless, the admiral determined to try his ut- 
most : but the Portuguese having laid an ambuscade 
fbr a party of his men on shore, and proceeded to open 
hostilities, a consultation of officers was held, wlien it 
was resolved to concentrate the ships in tlie road, and 
to order the men on board. 

The viceroy's son arriving with one hundred sail of 
Teasels, of different descriptions, sir Henry gave direc- 
tions for the security of his fleet, not knowing how be 
stood aiSscted. Afberwards Chcjah Nassan, tlie gover- 
nor of Surat, made a tender of supplies, and that in 
a few days a trade would be opened 5 but failing in his 
promise, the commander was on the point of departure, 
when intelligenoe was brought by a broker, that Mo- 
krib Chan, one of the mogul's officers, and Cbojah 
Nassan, would soon^ arrive to treat with him. Sir 
Henry received them on board, made them libenil 
presents, and flattered himself not only with a lu- 
crative present trade* but with obtaining permission 
to establish a future factory. Having, however, grati- 
fied the avarice of those unprincipled dependants of 
royalty, as far as possible, and received in return very 
warm professions of services and regard j the admiral, 
after various evaaave answers and broken premises, at 
last found himself duped and deceived^ and was or« 
dered to quit Surat with spe^« 

In compliance with this iBJcmction, he left the road 
on the 12th of February, and arriving at Dubuion the 
I6th> dispatched a letter to thfi$ governor, soliGMhig 11- 
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berty to trade, and kind tieatnieiiL Tiie chief made a 
favourabie reply, and aa iinnediatd interooone vntb 
the shore Ibok place. 

On the a4th a coaoc^ of officers W9s called, to de- 
termine what steps to puisne f vbetber tbef should 
proceed for Priaman and fiqntanii or retnm to the Bed 
Sea to trade whh the Inditfi sl^ -homid thither. 
After dsscnssiBg the tvro proposkioiit, it was nnani- 
mously agreed' that tliey shoidd viait the Aed'Sea^ for 
the sulMequ^ttt reasons: — To dbpose of their outward 
Ixxuid caiigo, and to procure aooidier; to retaliate the 
ffxat and unprovoked ii^nries received at Mocha; 
aod to assist in resctung such of the £ast India 
ships as shouki chanee to be involved in similar dan- 
gfsrs from ioadverteney or ignorance. 

On tiie evening of the 27th, having pxeviously^aken 
fieali water on board, a ship was observed in tjbe offing, 
^hich proved to be a Fonugnese vessel foom Cochin* 
bound for.ChauL Her lading chteiy cxmnsted of co^ 
eoa- nuts. SiMoe &w articli^ were taken oot of her, • 
aa inventory (tf which the admiral cMSed to be cer- 
tified under the hands of the principal persons on* 
tx)ara, and then dismissed liar. 

On the 25th of March they had a view of the' 
island of Socotra^ and on the 27th weie near Cape 
Grardai^i,. the extreme promoatDry of Africa ' towards 
tiie east. ' 

Some unimportant avocations took up their tipaeikl^' 
the 22d of ^phl, when. Mr. Femberton returned' 
^roifk Socotra, and informed the admiral that he had 
l>een shown a writing by captain John Saris,' who, not* 
-vyithaitanding he had seen sir Henry's caution not to 
proceed into the &ed Sea, having obtained the^grand" 
signior's .pass, had flattered himself with being able/ 
^virith this sanction^ to make a safe and profitable voy- 
age. 

The admiral having received this nnexpected intel- 
ligence, called a council^ in which their former resolu- 
i;io& wai confirmed;} tnd^ indeed^ tfiere was now ko 
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other flitefnitive till tka penodiGal rhwar ^ tlv 
wiodir, wfakfa ooold ool lia|B|Hiaf«r neafij^a' mcnttb. 
The Peppef Corn, captain PountGM, was accosdiogly 
leift to crduBihi ifab la^ttide $« \dnle8ir Heiirj^ in tba 
!FhHb*» intftieaK and Duiing^ detenauted lo watch 
the donhie f tcalgbt atf BabciaaaiKkl. 

Oti the 4lib of Mi^r lAie adniral mtchoreii witiBi> 
BaMniaaM, bctwaev Aiabaa «iKi theidaadf when a 
T^kiflk dbief, appointed hgr the aga e£ Meeha to 
gogaB^thoftmiOmae^cM, attdpromiaed the-cefumao* 
der that if. ho wat disposed to wpiCe' to Mocha^ an 
aaawor ahoahl be procnped . 'm Ihseo daf s. Ob this he 
sent 2b letter ta captaniSavis^ to acquaint him with hi» 
veaaoBS fbir coming hither^ and thft detail of hui plan. 

On the 6th, a ^reaiei came ia from Zayk kdei^ 
principally with B3att« The admiral, pnvchaaed twelve 
- »heop> b«ngpartof bet liana stodi, asd then suffered 
hi0s todhpart.' In tbtf aimatioft severah ships ^U into 
hit haodiv which weee detalocd and plon&nsd ; but 
Only one contatoed o ladiag of any ooasidefabie valoe. 
'fhri4th, ei^Dtaiil' Sans .arrived and anchored with 
the thr^ ebipa. MKkir his eononand, near sir Hi^uy* 
Having saluted eac& oth«r with tbeir guns, 6aptaii> 
Bam, andfw>ine of the. prindpd]> pcrtoiis on board his 
aqt|iadron» wsiled hit couatiyown, aud spent some time 
in oomnllttieo. Next day. sir Henry returned the 
Tistt, and dined on hoard the Clove, captain &ffis's 
riup, wheiw iio war^voored with a^ sight of the grand 
signior-s pass. Much coAmvaai^m look pioaoif* and the 
prtncipa) eneata el their riespective voyages bfsiog oau* 
loalky eoilinHiiiica«ed, it waa at last agreed that they 
abouidadf^t the same lioQ of conduct; and tlmt cap* 
taiaSaris and hts fleet should be allowed one-third of 
all the. pities- they nnght befoitonole eaooghto cap- 
tore^ / 

As they absolntely comnaa«ded the navigatton of the 
Bed .Sea, it was ktipossiUe hnt many vessels omst fail 
mtx> their possesnon, and -some of theni' were of very 
coanmiderabk valuer The Tui^Ks^ Misibte what gvess 



i iH av ot ad teBttcy had given tbe fioglisl^ jnd Aat Hbef 
•wete iio>#eiftirely «^t tfaek ntten^, 4eut Manmii, tatptain 
of thegftM€iyft, «ceomtNinled b)F oclierjpenoas jt^ co^se- 
^uence, to negi&tiate a cessatum of toctilkie&, and to 
ko0W the denaai3d8 of sh* Hemy, as a {uM attdiadefi- 
siite compensation for past inj^uries. 

This was what the admiral wished for 4 and that fie 
fnf^it net lose th( opportunity of an adequate indem- 
nification/ when fortune hadputllBo entirely in hk own 
}>ower^ he insisted 4x1 receii^Dg one huadyed thouumd 
rials oreighc. To this the messengers demurred j but 
rec^iested htm k> sead to Zeakn to know liie pleasure 
-of the bashaw. 

On die 3(9th, a general consuhatton was hdd on 
board tl)e TradcTs Increase ; and the same day, the 
<rAf tain of the galleys and an ^ noninated by fhe 
ba haw retmiied, to confer about the stipukdions te* 
^0Tred. Btt^ finding sir Henry would «nake ao abate- 
tnent In his demands, they delved leaite to ^apply to 
the captains of the Indian ^nps tail other principal 
merchants, to endeavour te^gam their consent to the 
levying some adcHtionM duties towards dischargkig tie 
<ine. Thifi proposition of raising the customs was by 
no R^eans palatable ; whereupon tbe commissioners, 
not being provided with the money, wei^ obliged to 
fidick for a longer period. Meanwhrle llie j^gjifch 
«^ere employed in examining the Indian commo&i^s 
«Q .board the /captured ships, and ^n exchanging sodi 
as suited them for their own goods. 

Captain Dounton, who was «taitiened to watch the 
port of Aden, met with equal success*^ «Rd was in- 
A^umental in retaliating the injuries the squadroki had 
fbrmerly receWed. 

Delay succeedip^ delay, sir Denry was detertnined 
to bring matters to a speedy conclusion } and accord* 
%igiy, on the 1 1th, set sail for Mocha, with all the 
fnglish and the Indiah ahips beiiad detained, leavmg 
only the Pepper Corn behind^ whidi soon joined 
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Perceifiag that, afbr all, the Turks were adverse to 
,8 compronuae so disadvantageous to themselves, 
and that they were b«sy in unlading a ship of Katsna- 
gone, the admiral ordered captain Douotpn, iu the 
Pepper Com, to ^sxp near htm, when th^y discbaiged 
several guns at the Turks, which obliged them to df« 
sist from their employment. 

Still, howeytfr, tfa^ obstipate people kept aloof, 
whi^^h induced the acbniral to adopt another expedient. 
He now called a meeting of all the captains of t^ 
Indian. ships, at which he stated his complaints against 
the Turks, and informed them that, although he had 
indemnified himself for the injuries he had received in 
. India, yet, till the Turks had made him ample com- 
. pensation, he would not suffer them to depart, nor to 
trade at this place, but was resolved to carry aU the 
Indian ships with him to sea, that his enemies might 
derive no benefit from trading with them this season. 
Finding the admiral tesolute, the Indian merci^nts, 
^that they might not lose all the adv^iptages of their 
voyage, desired to come to a composition ; and pro- 
posed that every ^hip should pay a certain sum to the 
£nglish for liberty to trade. 

Sir Henry, aware that he could not force satisfac- 
tion from the 1 urks without further prejudice to the 
Indians, agreed to this proposal -, and having settled 
the specific sums wliich each was to pay, and receiveci 
a cousiderable advance, on the 6th of August one ot 
caprain Saris's squadron was dispatched by her com- 
mander^ and having settled his own share of the 
, compQsihon-money, he followed on the J 3th*, and left 
the lied Sear 

On the l6th of August, the Trade's increase aoJ 
•Pepper Corn set sail, and repassing the Strahs ti 
Babelmaudel, proceeded for India. 
,^ Nothing particular happened till fhcy reached th^ 
. yp^dof lekoa, on the lyth of C^ctuber, wi^re tliev 
fwui^d die Darling, which had been lying th^re duritil; 
'tlie greatest part of the rainy season, and had buiic^ 



^reral of her company^ white a general Kickness still 
prevailed. She had procared bu||)itt)e pepper^ Dor 
was there apc^sibility gf mor&till Ihe return of the 
ceason. 

; Sir Henry, therefore, finding little encottrageraent 
^ <at this place on account of soiae intestine broils, which 
almost annihilated every species of commerce, set sail 
en the 2Sd for Bantam, in the Pepper Corn, living 
<2iptaiR Dounton iii the Tsade*s Increase for a tnonth 
longer, to take in the remainder of the pepper whick 
had been purchased. ^ 

Captain Dounton found convincing proofi of th^ 
^ishonestyofthe natives 3 for on examining the pep- 
}>er, in sonje sacks there were small bags of paddy, m 
others rice, and in some stones, exclusive of a quantitjr 
of wet and damaged pepper pat up in new sacks. 

Having got every thing on board, they set sail by 
moon light, trusting to their former kncmleAgt df tht 
navigation. On sounding, they found oozy ground 
and the water shallowing, though still deepfendugh lb 
prevent the idea of danger. However, at once they 
discovered that k was only four fathom j and, to in* 
crease thdir cpastemation, tlie ship struck on a latent 
rock, and was held fast. In this situation they re- 
clamed for some hours ; but the wind becoming calm, 
and die sea smooth, lessened their apparent datoger, 
and- gave them hopes 6f getting disengaged. But the 
leak, occasioned by the shock, gaining grodAd not- 
vr'ithstaading all their exertions, they began to be 
under considerable alarm. HoUTever, as thei^ appear- 
ed to be a tolerable depth of water on all sidds df the 
#hip, they used the utmost expedition iti letting out H 
Btem anchca:, which was dropped in twetity-^six fathom 
water, in order to heave her off. This hsd all the ef- 
fect that could be defsiredj fot the ship was almost 
immediately afloat, and soon anchon^ tibout a mile 
from ttiis unfortunate spot^. fa order to stop the leak^ 
it was judged expedient to return tb Tekoa 5 but. it 
requir^ iaoesK»i labour to keep the water from gedn- 
z 3 
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Jng gfouud's 'md the men begtip to be e&hansted, »a^ 
to iofrcj^s^ thedi^f^ b/ tbeir n^uimvirs and discon- 
tent* '' ' ^ • 

As tl^e leak was evidently in the stern, they busily 
employed* themsdvf^ for ten days in lightening that 
part, and in making ^uch temporary repairs as circnm« 
,$tanc^ would allow. They then sailed from Tekoa, 
and iQrtvipatdy got over the bar. In the course of 
. ;tiieir %'oyB^e they had a violeut storm of thunder and 
j'ii^h tiling with gusts of wind. Before this \\as abated, 
thev' hnd sight of the high land of Sumat^^ and oa 
4he20tb, anivedatPulo Panian. 
. Here the admiral, having previously fitted out the 
Pepper Corn, summoned a council to consult about 
•thei? future proceedings ; when it was resolved, that 
the Trade's jncrease ought to be careened before she 
•could venture to return home ; and as that- would take 
rVip a considerable period, it was fuither concluded, that 
the Pepper Corn should be imn}ediately dispatched lo 
(Sngland, for the satisfaction of the owners. 

In consequence of this determination, the Pepper 
.Corn set sail on the 4th of February, 16I3, an^ o^ 
the 10th of May arrived in Saldanna road, where thry 
ibund the Hector and Thomas East-indi^men, which 
.captain Dounton meant to accompany j and therefore, 
.made use of all possible expedition to lay in the neces* 
^xy refreshments. Setting sail i^ company, on the 
.l6th, lit evening, the Thopias wj^s fallen far astern^ 
Avhile the Hector^ beipg the fleetest sailer, bore away 
.without concern, and this night the Pepper Com lost 
tsight of them. Captain Do^uLon steered such a course 
jfts he thought naost likely to recpver the convoy, bat 
i^itliout enect ; and haying sp^nt some days in th^ 
.search was obliged to proceed ^lone. 

Sickness and distress soop overtook the crew of the 
« Pepper Com, and they were obliged to bear away for 
^England without the prospect of one half being ever 
'?iblefo reach it. They crossed the line on the I^th of 
.J[n|ip, and on the 10th of September, while thej^we^^ 
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approaching their native shores^ met \^ith a stfoog gale 
of wind and a hollow sea^ which IdroTe them from 
their intended coMrbe. Iq this dileq^[na tliey tried to 
fetch Mil ford Haven ; and the next afternoon had a 
viewof the coast of both Wal<ft and Ireland. The wiiyls 
htting contrary, they were once more obliged to alter iheit 
plan 3 and finding it impossible^ to gaiil Milford Haven, 
they stood for Waterford in Ireland. With some diffi- 
culty they reached tliis port; and though tlie Jri-ih 
showed ilie sick and weakly crew all thB humanity in 
their power, owing to the misrepresentations of a 
worthless fallow, whonj captain Dounton was ol^iged 
to poni»h for his misbehaviour, that unfortunate offi- 
cer was taken up on a charge of piracy, and confined 
in the fdrt of Dungannon for nearly three weeks. " 

'J hus, after a long and dangerous voyage, enough 
to impair the health of the most robust, captain Doun-* 
|on had no otiier consolation, on reaching the British 
dominions, than a prison, and a capital charge to an- 
swerr however, iiaving immediately sent, ofJ'dispatcbet 
for England, he at length prcxrnred his discharge; and 
on the 20th of October landed in safety at Blacl^- 
wall. 

But the catastrophe of sir Henry Middleton still re« 
mains to be told. I'hat indefatigable commander, 
^tcr dispatching the Pepper Corn, steered for Machian, 
to careen and repair his ship. While he lay here, a 
dreadful mortality breaking out among, his company, 
lie lost above one hundred, and only thirty -three re- 
mained alive, the greatest part of whom were sick. 
Middleton had borne imprisonment, and^thecoipmon 
disasters of voyagers, with equanimity j he had strug- 
gled with adverse fortune, and sometimes risen siipeuor 
to its severest frowns ; but when he lost hi& men, he 
lost all hopes. Grief preyed on his heart, and soon 
broqght him to the grave. He ^ed on the 24th of 
May 16^3. ' 



' VOYAGE OF 

. CAPTAIN JAMES, . 

FIO^ THE QISCPVJiRY 
or 
A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE TO INpiA. 



THE love of ^In wi^ evier \^ the most active 8ti- 
mulos of adventurers. Notwithstanding the suf- 
. feriDgv we have racordaj of (lavigators in the ooithefin 
8e99« commercial and specqlatiye men sti)l entertaii)^ 
ibe idea, tjiat.a passagt^ that ^ay tq the South Sea was 
practicable ; and former failures only rendered tfie pa- 
. trona of the* seheoie more zealous to persevere. For 
this purpose,, several merchants of Bf istol ibrmed them- 
selves JQto a. company, about thip year 1630} and king 
James I. being apprised of their designs, no less hor 
nourahle tp their country than benefici^ to theiubelve^, 
was graciously pleased to signify his approbation, an4 
to confirm the choice they had luade bf Capt. I'homas 
James (o go upon this expedition. 

J9wp» Yk'^ universally regarded as a man o{ integrity, 
a» well a^ an experienced mar'^er; and consequeui^ 
wa$ well adapted (tor huch an> enterprise. Besides, he 
had been engaged ill some nortliern voyages; and it . 
was supposed that ,ite uniteii local knuwledge to a 
cqiisumniate perfection in tht* nautic art. 

^s a large ship would have been more difficult tp 
manage, in ^uch a ^lavi^ation, thap a small one, Jamps 
only desi|:<$d ^ vessel of seventy ton$; which bei(^ 
equipped, l^e fpll down Bristol, Channel on the 3d ^f 
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May 1631 ; baf, meeting with contnuy winds, took 
shelter in MUfoixi Hav«D» where he remained severe 
days. A fair wind springing up, he took the advantage | 
and on the 4th of June arrived in sight of Greenlai^. 

-Next monungiie was encompassed with ke j and 
&e more the men endeavoured to extricate themsdves 
from it, the more they /were entangled. At last they 
made fast to a kige {misob, and endoavonred to repel 
tlie approadi of the others, in which attempt all their 
poles were broken. The teiger hoarly increased ; and 
on the 6th, such prodigious fragments of ice assailed 
them, that the ship was in imminent danger of being 
crushed to, pieces; but, by spreading tl^ sails, sbe 
escaped, only to dash with more violence on another 
fragment, which staved the shallop, and at first it was 
doubted if the ship had not shared the same fafe. 

However, by launcfatng the leiq^4KMt, the parts of 
iht 8hall<4> were recovered, and. placed on the deck 3 
and the ship made her way, donog a perfect stDrm, 
tbrongh such impediments «s every moaiMt thieaKeaed 
destruction. 

Being near the most «oQthism point of CrecBia iid 
on the 10th, the sea being veiy rough, and -soaie pieces 
of ice in s\^t higher th^m the maiii topmast, the long- . 
boat broke from the stern, and two men were de^d* 
rately bruised in trying to recover it, whicfa, however^ 
they effected. ' 

After reodvmg many vhocks fiiem the mountains of 
ice, on the l^lh, at night, tlie weather was so dark, 
foggy, and severe, that they were in the momentary 
expectatton of being dashed to pieces; and the sails 
and rigging became stiff with fiost. Wlieo morning 
appeared, tiiey perceived the Isle of Resolution, in the 
opening of Hudson's Strait, and endeavoured to 
double the southern point. As the fog, which had 
continued for some days, began to clear up, they 
found the entrance of the Strait filled with ice closely 
wedged together ; and in attempting to proceed they 
^ere £»i mdosed, and driven to and firo with it# 



/Batlf on fb« 20th, having douUed the intended 
^int of Besohotion, tlie wmd shiftkig to the west 
drore tbena> togetlier with the ice* towa^t land, within 
two Ungues of whiefa tkey met with nothing hot short 
breakers, and masses of ice zgwant^ at tha depth of 
40 fathoms. ^ Both the ship and tha ice were whifrled 
round and roond; id a surprising manner, hy an eddjii 
of the sea ) and they were soon nMt by a sikmg ebl^ 
rashiag fn>m the brcHcen gioonds of the island, whieh 
carried &em throng innttnE^erable meanders among 
rocks and ice. To prevent thelnsehres from being 
driven en shore and wrecked, which they had the 
atrongest reason to dread, they endtofoared to make 
£»t to a piece of ice on each side, that drew aboi^ ten 
fathoms water, which served them by way of seondw 
ing ,• being so situated, tbat one or the odiar must 
have beeu driven agiouod before the ship. 

This expedient, however, appearing infoflieietiC to> 
secure the ship, the boat wa$ hbisted out in search of 
a placeof safytf among the rocks ; but being instanrly 
inclosed, the men were obliged to haul her upon the 
ice, and to drag her from piece to piece. Meanwhile 
the whirling of the ice dwengaged the ship 6om he* 
two supporter^, and the crew were obliged to make 
signals for the boat to return. It was eve^ feared she 
had been lost with one*third of the crew i however, 
to the great joy of the company,' she rejoined them. 

The ship had now only three ikthoms water, and 
lay under the inciter of a large mass of ice, which^ waa 
aground ; but at the return of the tide> the floating 
.iiragroeats drove with such violence against her sides, 
that all the exerttoos of the men were ifequired to 
keep them off. At high water, their bulwark of iQ9> 
towards the shorn, fleeted also, and left diem exposed; 
but at tlie return of the tide it providentially resumed 
its staticm, and afferded-them sbeker agaie. 

After a repetition of attacks from the ice, and pass- 
ing a nl^ht vQt bustle and- alarm, amidst snow and teniN> 
pest, at high waten tbe ship was. driven oft a sharp 
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rock, where sfae was left by the ebb in nich a postage 
that it was impossible the men ooald keep their footing 
in her, Appiebending she Would never be got c^^ tW 
crew began to think of another world, and went to 
prayers on an . adjoining portion of ice. Happily, 
however, as the tide turned, to their inexpressible jc^ 
they oQoe more saw the ship aAoat, and having got on 
board, th^. laboured with all their might to extricate 
her from a vicinity of such imminent- danger. They 
first tried to surround themselves with ice, as beii^ 
much less dangero«is than the rocks. They were, 
however, obliged to hew one piece with their a^es and 
other strong instruments, for fear of being overset by it. 

Ciqitain James now went on shore on the ice> which 
formed a continued fooling to the laodi and having 
erected a beacon of stones^ he placed a croiis upon ir, 
and named it the harboui of. god's PKoviosNce. 
At low water, those pieces that were aground broke 
with a thundering noise. ^ 

On the 23d, the captain and some of his men went 
to reconnoitre (he east part of the island, where b& 
climbed up a high ground, to see if he could possibU 
descry any place where he might steer ihe ship into 
greater security. 

While in the searqh, he heard a dreadful noise, 
which arose from a very large piece of ice splitting, 
near the shhp, into four* pieces. Xt happe^ied, however, 
• that it was at too great a dhtauce to do an/ manner 
of damage. 

The cdptain now sent the boat into a cove he had 
discovered, and on her return >^nmoored the ship, 
and with all possible expedition, \ warped her away 
,fi[Qta the ice ; but they had not left it above a aiile^ 
beibre it went to pieces in such horrible ruin that 
every one was oHivinced, the ship must have inevita- 
bly been lost, had she remained in her former station. 
. J^avin^ entered the cove, captain James again went 
on shore ; and discovered' nothjog but broken ground, 
without the least vegetation of any kind. As the ic^ 



)fet covered the pools, tio fbwh were to be expected j * 
nor vfere nnyaiikndh seen, ia>b a few foxes. How- 
ever, there were signs of some of the savages having 
iStteiy been 6n that delate spot, though it was not 
easy t6 conj^tufe what had brought them thither. 

This cove received the appeDation of Price's,' 
f^om the master of the ship. It lies iiv 6] deg. 24 
min. liordi latitude ; and fcom the high lands Buiten*8 
Islands were dtscercied. 

A fresh gale springing ap, on the 24th they left the 
cove, steering between moufitains of ice agtoctnd, 
t^K^ice as high as the topmast head. For the space of 
a league they had clear water, and endeavoured to- 
gttin the north shore: but the ice was 00 closely 
wedged togeth^ that they could make Ihtle progress, 
aiid were in constant danger. Ihe weather clearing 
tip two days af^er, they had d^r sunshine, hot little' 
open sea } and the nights were so cukl that the rigging 

On the 5th of July they observed Salisbury Island, 
Prince Charles's Cape, and Mill Island $ but to ihe 
north-west nothing was to be seen but ice, which* 
gave the captain the greater conceni, as he began to 
be sensible of the impracticability of prosecuting his' 
dtscoveries in that quarter this season. 

Hudson's Straits are about one hmuhcd and twenty 
leagues long, and frodi fifteen to twenty leagues broad. 
The north shore is the clearest from ice ;' but the na- 
vigation is endangered by many low islands, lliere 
is a certain ti<le, but no currents 

On account of the ice, as already mentioned, James, 
finding It impossible to advance to the north-westward, 
on the l6th of July he altered his course, and stood 
for Mansfield I^and, which he gained- sight of t^e 
ensuing day« ' ^ 

' lliis island is low and steril ; but has ponds of fi:e8b 
water. Here the 'cnew were put to half allowance of 
bread ; said two men complained of sickness^ but 

VOL. I. 2 a 



2fi6 * MKBS' 9^ V0TA6S. 

V soon recovensd. The ship stood oflf aod dn &r a gosd. 
waf down the ooa^t, but could find sa r^esbakeots, 
save a few fowls. 

The wind proving. £ivourahle| on tha ISth they 
made for the western l^toA, hut soon became eacora- 
passed by ice and incommoded by fegs. For three 
successive days tiuay were closely IcnBDUired by ice^ oot- 
viihstapdlng they hoisled all tbeir satla aod the Wind 
blew hard. 

The men now, for the £rst time, began to munnnr^ 
thtnking it uopossible to advance or recede. Ti^e cap- 
tain encooiaged tbem to hope> by. every persaasive 
argument ; and> to keep tbem in spirits^ made them 
drink a health to his m^jesiy.on.tbe ice, while the alup 
stuck fast without a man on board. 

James, liowever^ began to feel the. justice of thsit 
fears, and took the neceswy steps to provide for the^ 
worst. On the 1st of Augiost the ice began to h«Bve 
a little ; and on tlie dd they observed a little open w»* 
ter to the north-westward. . After much labour, they 
at last got disengaged ; aad on the 1 Itk entered tha 
Bay of Hubba?d*s Hope. 

Standing to the southward, whitd it was hsizy, they 
perceived some breakers ahead i and endeavouring to 
clear them, struck on the rocks, while their sails were 
£yijig and a fresh gale blowing. Every haod was 
immediat^y employed in Yurling the sails 3 and two 
or three heavy s^s heaved the sbip over the rooks, 
wbex^ they eipected every Instant to go to the bottOiD. 

On the 20th they canae to anancbor off a;poiiit o£ 
land, to which they gave the name of the New Ptin- 
cipality of South Wales. Next day a storm arose« ia 
which they had near]y lost their anchor; »»d aevecal 
ef the men. were dangerously- bixiised by the dashing 
of the ^ip. The gunner's foot, being entangled im 
tbecafala^ waa wrung oiFat the ankle, and the nmter 
earrowly escaped breaking his leg. 

On the. 2;th they anchoied ia five lathiUDs wata^ 



Hear a high hx\i, vfhten the captain sent cff the hoat^ 
-ijrelJ'manned and amied, -with inslmctions to rjetum 
before sun-set. Night, however, approaciied^ and no 
news of the l»at. 'thn gave the captain the greatest 
udefisiness. He begap to suspect that the crew was 
leHher lost or had fdlen a prey to the savages. The 
'prospect of those on hoard was as dreadful as imagina- 
tion can form : there were not hands enough on board 
to weigh the atichor, or manage the sails,- but at 
length, to the IWely joy of all, ihe boat returned, and 
the crew excused their -long 'absence, by declaring 
that a sudden ebb had obliged them to wait the retura 
ef dye tfde. They reported that they had discovered 
tbetraetsGff deer and'beare, and had seen many fowls, 
"aoDoe of whidi they IciHed j that a considerable quae* 
•^ty of wood was gr(jwingtni tfee land; but that Ihey 
liad heett ableto discover rto traces df Habitants. 

Two days after^ a 'rfrip was dfecovered about four 
leajgues to the Jeeward, which proved to be a Icrng'i 
IfrfgHte, comnranded by c^taih Fox. The uenal sa- 
Elites- were exehanged. This'9es»el had saHed on disw 
coveries in the spring of 1631^ and had traced all tfie 
•western hsfs discovei^ by former navigators. €he 
returned in 1^2, and the captain published a pompom 
idetaH of his ^corcfies j but hrs narrative was never 
mcK^ 'Tegarded. 

'Captain Fox and some of his officers paid hrs brother- 
adrentuters a visit on board 3 and next morning sailed 
to the south-west. Those who liave met in perilous 
and tmexpectcd situations, will be best able to appre* 
tiatc the pleasure of this interview. 

To return to captam James. On the 3d <jf Sep«. 
tember he stood in for tlte shore, and arrived at a cape, 
io .which he gave the appeliation of Henrietta Maria^ 
*om 'the tjuceti. Next day they encountered a vioT 
lent storm of ^tnd, lightning, snow and rain. The 
sea ran mountains high, washed over the deck, poured 
into the hfMjf and forced its way into the brejrf-rooroj 
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where it S|ioiled the greatest part of tbe provlsioo^. 
This dreadful hurricane continued with unabated vio- 
lence till the 5th in the evening. 

Tiiey made an ialarid, which the captain named 
Lord Westoifs; on the lOth. It lies in latitude 53 
deg. 5 min. north. Standing to the eastward, they 
next day qinie to another, on which they found neither 
vegetable nor aniniaL 

Qn the 12th« in the morning, th^ wind blowing 
hard, thq ship was i)egligently run npou the rocks 5 and 
a w^reck appearii)g ineyualHl^» fiif carpenter's tools and 
aaa^ other i^i^oessaries were sept on s^qfe. In the 
meaifwbile they endeavou|?ed to ligi^ten the ves^l, h^ 
staving tile water-puiks and throwing some heaver 
articles overboard > but after cont'wuing five hours 
ftriking violently on the rocks, to the astonishment ot 
all, she got off, though in a very leaky condition. 

It was now, resolved to steer towards the bpt torn 
,pf Hudsop's Bay, to. explore a passage into the river 
of Canada; and, in case of failure, tp winter 00 the 
'.main land, which was preiferable tp a rocky and insular 
station. y 

^ . Another storm overtook them Qn the I4th« in which 
the shallop was totally lo$t The ship had now only 
.one boat left, and .that in a very crazy condition. 
During the continuance of this dreadfiil visitation, 
every one thought of preparing for death} but that 
Prqvidence which had so often s^ved them, again was 
poi|spicuous in tt^eir behalf. 

Outhe.l^tl^ pf September they aiichored off the 
Earl of Bristol's Islanci ; and while in this place thp 
carpenter repaired the boat, and the captain went on 
shore, but fuuud not the least vestige of a human crea«- 
ture ever having been there before. And now, finding 
that iiie wind seemed to be fixed in a northerly point, 
lo that nudson's Bay was uot to be reached, they be- 
gan tu look out for some other more convenient win- 
tering plact\ Some nanjed Poj-t Nelw)n4 but the 



ctiftaki objected to tliis^ not fmlf on tccotint of ti|e 
danger of the place itaelf^ hat the dtfficuhy df vMck^ 
ing it throii^ the Ice. For dm Teason he detenBiiie4 
to look out for soaie ^oofeisiem creek td tke sMtbp 
ward. 

After landmg at dMTeivnt places^ wliete Mining but 
famine stared them hi the faee^ ^tey M kst reached 
Charlton Island, on the 7th ofOctober, iR^Kn it n)owe4 
so violently thsA thej were fomed to dear the deck 
with shovels^ and the mow freezhig over every part 
of the ship nrade her resemUe a mass of ice. west 
clay llie snn shone bright, but had no eftct. Itideecl 
tbe cold was now so intense that scarcely any thing 
cbuld be preserved from freeatng even by the fire side, 
. and the sails became useless. The bcot with great 
dtfficoHy reached the shore } and the captain> seeing 
the winter set in so fast, ordered wood to be cut down 
and carried on board. 

Having laid in as ample a supf^'-of wood as the 
ship would contain, the sick were desirous of having 
n httt erected 'for them on shore, that ther might the 
sooner recover their health. Having fiicedon a toh« 
venient spot, the carpenter and others were set to work 
^m the building. Meanwhile^ the captain, wilii some" 
attendants, ranged the island In quest of Inhabitants, 
bot found none ; and returned exhanated witk tbehr 
travels through the snow. . 

On the 13th, some of the mien deured leave to tiia« 
terse the covintry ; whidi being granted^ tlusy were 
femished with ammunition^ and strictly enjoined not 
toseparate. They had it also In charge to look ettt 
for some convenient baiboor for tiie ^ip. On tko 
second day they returned with a amail lean dear, and 
fepcMted that they had seen eeverat more, but no signa 
of any rational inhabitants, nor any port. In tliis ex* 
cursion they spent a night in tbe woods, where tliejr 
were almost perished with cold. 

Soon ilf>er, the lieutenant send five more obtained 
leave to try their foftone iB^tiaveiiing stent tbe isfa^^ 



but ttKMifh they -wandered a great way^ and staid 'o\i\ 
all night J they returned without paving found any pro- 
yiftion^ -, and, wliat was worse,, they lost the gunner*s 
Aiate. 'Tbisi unfortunate xxod, being weary with walk- 
ing, attepipti-d to cross a lake, that ^^s apparently 
frozen over, .to save himself the trouble or going 
round i but having reached tlie middle, the ice broke^ 
and he was seen no more. 

: It now began to snow with such continued severity, 
lliat the boai could scarcely land, and the men were 
obliged to wade through thick congealed w^ter. I'o 
pbvisite this inconvenience, the captain set the carpen- 
ter to construct a boat or sledge, that miglit be drawn 
on the ice, and used also wb^r^ there was wat^. He 
likewise encouraged his ipen to make traps to catch 
foxes, some ot which were ^aily seen 3 aud s» they 
had seen party* coloured oi>es, he concluded there were 
black foxes also, whose furs he supposed were valuable. 

Captain James tibw took the latitude of the island, 
whicl^ lie fouiKl tp be 52 deg. nortl>. Thus, notwidi* 
standing the dreadful severity of the climate, this islan^t 
is nearly iu the latitude of London. 

Ihe hut took fire on the 1 2th, but was extinguished 
without njuch damage : however, the accident made 
them use care and vigilance in iuture. The weather 
being nncommonly aevene, the captain staid on shore 
. till the ] 7th -y and wiien he went on board he found 
the ship fixed, and entirely incrusted with ice to the 
very rigging. His rejections were now gloomy 
enough: he had neither the hopes of saving the vessel, 
l^>r the.t>mbable assurance of being long able to endure 
the extremities to whidi they were reduced. 
. On the 22d, the gunner who had previously lost his 
leg by au accident paid the debt of nature. In such 
a climate it w^ impossible for a wound to heal : the 
piaister froze over it, .and though he was lodged witft 
all the care that circumstances would permit, and 
gMardedfrom the<c<dd, a bottle of sack, with which he ^ 
Y^jLs indulgctJ, froze at his b^d's.hcad, . ; 
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. Next evening, the captain and al| op boai^d were 
alarmed by several pieces of ice driving against 
the hawser, which strained it ^Considerably. In this 
dileipma the crew fired signals of distress, but those 
on shore were unable to render them any assistance. 
Th^ ice, however, being bnt newly congealed, was af 
last broken through, and in a few hours disap^a^-ed. 

To prevent accidents, the captain ordered all his 
men on board ; and with much pain and difficulty they 
reached tlie ^hip. It was now resolved to nm her 
aground, to preserve her zi long as possible. I'his re- 
solution being takea, a part of the bread and a barrel 
of beef were lauded ; and all the other stores, with 
the powder, were cirried into the great 'cabin. The 
ship being driven on shore continued to \)eBi with 
-much vioT^nce, though she v^'^s bedded in sand ; on 
which the captain ordered a hple to be bored in her 
bottoip, ^nd in six hours the water rose to such a 
height that it was momentarily expected she would 
open and break in pieces ; but after having beat o£F 
her rudder, which 'W'as lost, she began to settle. The 
captain and crew had much difficulty to ' reach the 
shore I and when they landed, they were so altered by 
fatigue and an incrustation of ice, that they could 
scarcely recognize each others faces. 

Having reached their solitary abode, they kindled a 
good fire, and regaled themselves with bread and melt- 
ed snow. Their forlorn situation necessarily engaged 
their thoughts, and each was desired to speak his 
sentiments with freedom. The carpenter gave it as 
his opinion, that the'' ship was irrecoverably lost: but 
captain James thought otherwise > and in a speech 
fraught with piety and manly fortitude encouraged bis 
people to keep up their spirits, in. the hopes of y^t 
leaching their native land > but adding, that if Provi- 
tience had destined them to end their days where thev 
were, they were still as near heaven as in England, 
On this Providence, that had so often saved them, he 
encouraged them to rely j and suggested, that if th^ 
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ship were lost, a piauace might be made cax of f!he 

wreck. 

The caq)enter g«ive his assurance, that no industry 
of bis should be wanting to extricate them from their 
{)resent clifBculties, and the men all joined in offerio; 
their most active services to assist htm. Captam James 
retunied them all his due thanks, and promised coasi« 
derable rewards to such as were most usefbl and m« 
dustrimis. 

Next morning the captain got the surgeon to cntoff 
his hair short, which became extremely trovft^lesome 
(j:om the icicles constantly attached to it. The crew, 
))aving followed his example, prepared for work. 

The first object was to get the clothes and provinoDt 
on shore. It would be painful to record all the mise« 
ries they endured in this difficult service. After se* 
curing the best part of the necessaries oa ship boani, 
their next care was to stow them safely on shOTe, and 
to provide lodgings for the accommodation of the crew 
during the melancholy season they had to remain there 
Two bouses were erected, each twenty feet square, of 
trees, in the most convenient spot ; and a storeboaso 
was built at a little distance, to prevent accidents from 
fire. Every precaution was taken to render these 
apartments as commodious and comfortable as possible, 
and to fence against the severity of the climate. 

Though they laboured with incessant applicatioo, it 
was impossible to remove all their stores from the ship 
before the cold increased to such a degree that eveiy 
thing became immoveableu &nd the men were unabJo 
to venture out. 

On the 21st of December the rigours of the cold 
coti£ined them within ; bnt oo the 23d, they set out 
with a view of getting the boat on shore which had 
been dog out ot th^ ice. Before noon, such a thick 
fog came on that It was with extreme difficulty they 
cc^d find their way^ or keep together. The darkness 
was deeper than that of night. At last they were aQ 
MastwUed ^ the bouse i but in the. most miserable 
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condition imaginable. Some Oi the roen were covered 
wUlv large blisters^ proceeding from too hastily ap- 
prjoa.chii)g the fire after being exposed to the cold j 
and all were much frost-bitten. 

The w^ell being now completely frozen up, inowr 
water was of necessity used, both for drinking anc} 
dressing victuals. The insalubrity of this was soon 
perceptible, llie captain> however, recollecting that 
he had seen a spring in the vicinity, at the foot of a 
hill, sent some men to try to discover it, which they 
happily did; and had the pleasure to, tind that it always 
ran With a full stream, and was never frozen so hard, 
but that the ice might be broken. 

At this time, all the sack, vinegar, oil, and every 
kin^ of liquid had become one solid mass, and were 
only to be broken bf force -, nor could the^ be kept ia 
a fluid state at tl^e distance of a y^rd frpm the fir^. 

About the commencement of the year, the snow 
fel) so thick that it reached pear the height of the 
roof of the house. T{ie men were tl^refore obliged 
to cut a passage through it, and to keep th^t passage 
clear by daily shovelling away the fresh fallen snow, 
When this consolidated, Jt afforded what was denomi- 
nated the captain's gallery and sick men's walk, the 
sur&ce of it being a yard, sl\. least, above the level of 
the ground. 

llie cold now became intolerably sharp. The at- 
mosphere being full of vappurs, made the sun and 
moon appear of an pbjong figure when near tlie ho- 
rizon. On the 3 J st of January, the sky was so clear 
that captain James cpuld perceive, or imagined he per- 
ceived, two-thirds more stars than eVer he had seen 
before J but the moon rising before midnight, three 
parts of them were lost in her lustre. 
' !Ihe sea freezes over every night two or three inches 
thick*. The half flood generally breaks this congela- 
tion, and drives the flakes over each other, which im- 
mediately coalesce) and by this means the ice, in a 
few hours, becomes five or six feet tljick ; and the 
Qiunber of flake^ and fields of ice aro increased to tha( 
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degree, that the sea U entirely tilled with tbera, and 
the water cools more and more every day, till at last it 
becomes almost insupportable. As a proof of this, 
when captain Jam'es's people waded in the sea, during 
the month of December, and the water froze on tfeeir 
legs, they did not feel it so sensibly as in the month of 
June. 

In the month o^ Februar)', that worst pest of 'mari- 
ners, tlie scurvy, began to make its appearance. Jis 
dismal effects were soon bitterly felt by these unbagipy 
men. They bled at tlie mouth, their gums were swoll- 
en, and sometimes black and putrid, and all their 
teeth were loose. In a word, their mouths were so 
much ailected that they could no loDger. xiaasticatd 
their usual food. 

Some complained of ahootlng •pains in the head, 
othew in the breast j some felt a Weakness ia their 
reins, othecs had pains in their thighs and 
)£nee.s, and the legs of several swelled. The sur- 
geon was a man of the most amiable character, and 
endeavoured to alleviate the distresses of tlie crew by 
every known art ; .and made use of some expedienu 
which the novelty of the situation suggested. Bat; 
notwithstanding .all his care, two^Chirds of the com- 
pany were under his hands, and yet were obliged to 
labour hard, without shoes to their feet. 

In the open aij: the cold was almost insupportable^ 
no clothes being proof against it, nor any exerdse suf- 
ficient to keep up the natural warmth. It ftoze tho 
eye-lashes, so that it vfas impossible to see; sod 
the diflSculty of. respiration became extreme, from the 
oldness of the air. In the woods, the cold was sonae- 
M'hat less severe, yet here the men were afflicted with 
chilblains on tlieir fkces, hands, and feet. Even with- 
inside the house every thing was frozen and hung loll 
of icicles. The bedding was quite stiff, and covered 
with hoar frost, tliough the beds were almost close to 
tiie fire. The water, in wjiich the cook soaked the 
salt meat, withixi doors^ itozc within thr^ feet of the 
fire. But during the nighty when the iire was neg^ 
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glecte$[^ all was frozen ioto one iump in lour hours* 
time. Wl^en afterwards ihe cook soaked ^e meat ia 
a copper kettle, close to the fire, to prevent it from 
freezing, the side near the fire was found to be wsann, 
"while the opposite side was frozen an inch thick. 

Such are the general tra,its of a v inter in this in* 
Bospitable cliniate* To enumerate all the sufferings of 
eaca individual of captain Jamen's company would be 
impossible, for every day was a period of suffering. 
During the whole winter they did not catch above a 
dozen foxes, some of which were deiid in the trapi 
long before they were discovered, and therefore use* 
less i but whenever one was taken alive, he was boiled 
to make broth for the sick, and tlie flesh was likewise 
appropriated for their use. A very few while partridges 
^ere also* procured. 

The 1st of April, being £aster-day, was solcomised 
in a religious manner. Both that and the two sue* 
ceeding days were excessively severe, so that the conopany 
"Were confined within , and employed , themselves io 
reasoning on their situation and pro.<pect8. The car- 
penter had for some time been so teeble, from illness, 
that he was obligf^d to be led td his work, which he 
Lad seduloutly forwarded as long as able. . But he wa9 
now incapable of further exertion : se\ eral more were 
in the same situation i oUiers were very infirm -, and 
of the whole ciew^ only five could eat their ordinary 
allowance. 

The season of the year on which all their hopes de* 
pended came on apace ; and yet the cold was little 
abated. The pinnace^ notwithstanding the painiiil la- 
bours of the carpenter, was unfinished | and they M 
supposed that the ship mut;t be irre;coverabiy lost. Im 
short, after a variety of opinions were given as ta t| 
mode of their future prpceedings, and many re^ 
tions had passed on their present misery, the 
resolved, that it would be most advisable to stceo^pt ta 
clear the ship as soon as the weather would pfennic 
AG6Qr4iu|j^», Uie laeawho^ were able bcgia wjitb bas$ 
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ivels to dig the ite, and to lay i{ in such z m.iri- 
xo form a batricadof rbond het, to prevent her 
?inff wholly overset by floating ice. 
K>th of April \<ras one of the most plea^nt days 
d seen. * They cleared the ship's deck of snow; 
I the good fortune to discover the anchor. On 
h, the weather was so much meliorated, that 
;ter and two others requested permission to sleep 
d, that they might be removed from (he groan* 
If ntations of their sick companions. 
gre;*test part of April was spent in stopping th^ 
if ilvi ship and repairing her other damages. 
wg her from ice and snow, the men laboured 
ch alacrity and success, that by the '28lh the 
were set free. On the 29th it rained, whidi 
d:iy of joy, as it afforded a certain indication 
? winter was beginning to break, TheHwo fol- 
&.iy% were very severe ; but' the late rain had 
lie men such spirits tJ^at fhey sat round the 
May eve, and amused themselves with choosing 
S(.'s, and wearing tht^ir names in their caps. 
thriw increasing, on tho 4th of May some cranes 
f?ic made their appearance j but though the cap- 
1 sargeoii wenried themselves in trying to kill 
< 1 tlie use of the sick, they retunxed withont 

hu yth, they heaved out of the hold four butts 
■ a Lit I one of cyder, which bad kept in great 
[ovi under the water. Same day they recovered 
rrels of beef and pork j and by successive ef- 
rocured other useful articles, such as shoes, 
were extremely wanted 

t:- (lays were now employed in refitting the ship, 
h djey could find no visible defect 5 and there- 
ty hoped she might be righted, 
t^ick increased in number, and their disorders 
griUy. Attempts to procure them refreshments 
J^liad hhherco been vain \ and now the captain 
' a small- plot of grotmd to be sown with peas, 



in Hopes of having some green vegetables. To the 
great grief of all the Grew» WiUiam Cole, the car* 
pentefi died 00 the igth. He was a man mnch be- 
joyed, and of great skill m his profession. He had 
nearljr completed a pUinace of twelve or thirteen tons 
burthen, in case the ship should prove unserviceable. 
He bad exhausted himself for the benefit of others. 
As the master was returnii^ from his funeral obse- 
quies, he discovered the body of the gunner under 
the gun-room ports, though he had been committed 
to the si-a at a considerable distance. The corpse had 
no diKagreeahle smell, and the flesh slipped up and 
down upon tie bones like a glove. He was now interred 
by the side of the carpenter. 

Towards the end of May the weather became very 
hot by day, and there were symptoms of the ice part- 
ing. Joy now appeared in every countenance } and; 
Hs if Heaven had ordered that their hopes should not 
be dashed, the rudder - was accidentally found, and . 
brought on. board, AH returned thanks to the bu* 
preme tor his graiuous protection. 

Tiie se«a .being pretty clear between the ship and the 
shore, on the 30th they launched their boat. Next 
d-Ay they tbund some green leaves of vetches, which^ 
ihey biHled for tiie sick ; and indeed almost all might 
have come under this description ; for, except the cap* 
tain and another, not a mgn could eat salt provisions. 

Ihese vetches, however, proved a wondertul restora- 
tive 'y and in a short time, by using them freely in aU 
forms of diet, tbosb who had not been able to stir for 
many weetts took a part in the duty of the ship. 

About the middle of June the weather became so 
hot that the men took to bathiiig. Insects became 
nmnerous and tormenting, particularly mnsketoes. 
These revived, with the hot weather, irom the torpidi- 
ty in which they had lain during the bmmal season, 
and covered the earth in iamsense varieties. 

Having previously dug the sand from the sides of the 
ship* andsufficaemiy-l^hteBedhev^ they to«k thead- 
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varUfl|e of awBehigk tkles^ and once mDre*ii9d the 

pleasttie of seeiag ^ Bwim in deep ««ter. . 

Tbe capuia hayiag caused a verjr large tree to be 
fonned iuto a cress, affixed to it the' ptcnueaof king 
Charles L and bis ^t^ueen, clesely wrapped in lead, so 
aa to be defended from the external a'nr ; and betweea 
the e^gies placed tbesubaeqaeeH usertption : " Cbaxkt, 
kiag ot £Bglaod, Scodand* f raao^, and Irdaod, also 
of Newfouudlandy aad the terntories to the westward 
as far &$ New Albkm, and northward to the latitude 
of 80 deg. &c.*' On the outside of the lead lie nailed 
a,fihiliniar and a sixpence of thatreigp, andundeT, his 
majesljr's arms, witii the axxna of the city of Bristol 
below. On Midsammer^day tkta cross was eiected 
oa the hill where the crew had buried their deceased 
companion&j so tliat it «er¥ed the double purpose of 
denoting possesaion and of being a funeral montunent 

Next morning the boatawain b^aai to rig the ship, 
and the men were employed in getting necessaries on 
board, JMeanwhUe the captain, wit^ an attendant, 
went to the highest eminenee of the islaod, on ^trhich 
was a lofty tree, called thiQ watoh*tower, to kindle a 
fire, in expectation tliat if there wene any human be- 
ings in the neigbbouri.ng islands, tliey would make a 
corresponding signal; and enable him to visit them, 
and obtain some intelligence. As the captain was 
climbing up the watf:;h tcee» hia attendant lasbly set 
&e to soBie low tree^ to windward, which immediale- 
ly were in a bkse ; and the conflagration spread fixxn 
tree to tree, with such rapidUy, that the captain bad 
some difficulty in quitting hia •station before the fire 
was at the root of the tree, apd advaoieiBg upwards. 
He^ leaped o&\ and ran with the utaloet«peed down 
the hill ; but the £re pursued him so cloaely, that his 
speed had like to hatve been inefiectual. £very diisf 
being dried to tinder, the treea, the moss, caught inan 
instant ; amd the flaoe faD> aWng the ground a^ if a 
tminhiid.heen.laid. 
. £ar|y mmit mooM^ th* Mwder mm earned on 



hmri, Mt 'Ae capcaia, aft«r a res^eis tilght/ sent to 
examwe the pfo^eai 43f the CDn fU ^atieo. It irvas 
aooQ pfmwuri toiie«fpmaditig, with bofrid devasta*- 
tioQ^ to the DortbvniFd aod'^K«stwafd. A person waa 
l^fi to watch it$ and emry pfefmrat^on yfas mMt to 
saTe the materials on shore, in case it should t&kethe 
difsistioii of the hooaes^nd fb» thip. About ooon/the 
wind'bafnag^^shifted, the geotinelTetariiedout of bmth, 
with the danBing news that the fire M'as close at his 
heels. All was now bastle and activity. The fire ad- 
vancxd iowi^di theniv 'wHh a terrible nobe> being a 
full mile in breadth ; and scarcely 4)ad tbey time to re* 
mo^ thelast artidesof vahne ^m their town^ as thtf 
tsermod k, beiare the danie laid hold of it, and aoon 
laid it in ashes. The wind then sbifled to anothtt 
quarter^ ooosoihing Jill before, it. * 

The mpm Mng all eai^ on board, Tettiil)ecl fhav^ , 
to Heaven, withgpvat Bolemnlty, ^r their deli^ranoe 
firom thedeiNiuring element, more dreadful than the 
seas and atoinw. \ 

A few ^ays after, the bay was qnhe clear of iee^ 
and the eliUBiate began to prove very unwholesome. 
1^ heat of the «im> reieetad from a sandy soil, was 
altooat instt^portflble; yet, ao sudden was the transition 
fron» one extreme to another, that ice, ati'ittch thick, 
o&vGt9A ^«ry pool at night* 

On the ist of Jnly, the captain had the ship deoo^ 
ralad'in tihebeat manner eircnmstaaoes would allow. 
After which he prepared a brief statement of their 
past toils and fiiture hM6Q|iona ; with a request, tliat 
in case they ^lOttkl ^popish, this inentorial of their la-* 
bofOffs might b€r< made pnblic by any adventurers who 
might ^oditireve. This notification be sent ashore 
widi much formality, ordering it to be affixed to the 
cross, whieh being snmKinded by a sandy steril soil, 
bad escaped the coaflagration. 

This done, Ih^y ascended the bighe^ hills, and 
found diat the fire had spread dboat sinter miles to 
tdi3 w cit wwl , and the whote breadth of the island. 
2B2 
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As the capti'm was walking along the beach^ in ttief 
evening, he discovered a herb resemUiog scurvy 
gratis^ of which having g^thel^ and boiled scmie, it 
was fohnd a ^ost s^reeable food. A cousiderable 
quantity was collected after su^ier, on purpose to car- 
ry away w^^^ thenou 

A ssembiing to take a ksl view oi the graves of their 
companions* they left the spot with the feelmgs of na- 
t,are, and . the hopes of never more settipg a foot on 
the island. 

We ought to remark, that arctic trees* such as spruce 
and juniper* some low shrubs and moss, were the 
principal vegetable productions of the place -, nor did 
it appear* at the niotil ^ourable season* to abound in 
S|ny useful animals or fowls^ 

On the 2d of July they stood for Danby Island* to 
take in more wood, and to be ready to seize the first 
^r wind. The ship appeared in tolerable repair } the 
men in as good health as could be expected ; and a 
considerable stock of provisions was still remaining. 

On their arrival at Dauby Island some of the peo- 
ple discovel^d stakes driven into tbe.grouiKl* which 
evidently appeared to have been polntea by some tooL 
This gave the captain hopes tiuit some natives might 
be found; but none existed or could be traced out. 

From the ath to the 22d* they were dreadfully em* 
barrassed by ice, and blinded by fogs ; and amid these 
incessant dangers to which they wore exposed* the 
captain heard iiis men congratulating those who were 
no more; since it seemed they were destined to star^eon 
a fragment of ice, or be swallowed up in the deep. The 
qaptaip temporized, and only exhorted them to patience* 
. They now came in sight of land* which th^y necog- 
nized to be dpe Henrietta Maria } snd anchoring in' 
six fathoms water* about a mile from the shore, and 
hoisting out the boat, landed with some dogps and gons 
on an eminence, where they took possesbiij^.. boon 
aiter tl)ey saw some deer* but could not (X^cne wjihin 
reach or t}ieni* However, they procured, about a 
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dozen yotJflg geese on the pook, a poor compensation 
for the toils they had gone through to obtain fnore; 
ample wfreshmenti. As the dogs cotiM not distance 
the deer, which Were the 'object of their pursuit^ they 
were left on shore to learn fleetness or stari'e. 

Sarae evening they weighed, whh an* intention of 
weftthering the Cape 5 and ft being nioonHght, they 
proceeded for some* time among broken masses of ke, 
till they fomid it necessary to anchor, and endeavour, 
by every possible means, to keep off the danger. As 
'day approached, they saw all means of extricating 
themselves were useless, and in tl>e extremity of 
danger and distress -they continued some weeks, till 
the? ship became so battered and leaky that she waa 
obliged to be pumped every half watch. 

The captain now called a council, to determine what 
"was to be done : when it was the general opinion, that 
It was impossible to proceed. James then adopted the 
dangerous resolution of watching the opportunity of 
sailing between the ice and a shoaly coasts trbich, at 
last, he put in etecution. 

On the Irt of August they Had another conflict with 
th« ice ; and the wind provipg contitiry, tliey'came to 
an^ anchor near the shore, fer some succeeding days 
they were Inclosed more and more. On tiie 5th at noon, 
they were only twelve leagues distance from Cape Hen- 
;r)etta Maria, which was 5l they had gained since the 
21d of July. All pight it blew a violent storm, and 
fhi^ ship beat in a dieadfbl manner from piece to piece* 

On tbe 7th, the weather became more moderate, 
and tke wind 8hiftfn|; to the cast, carried th^ mto 
open water. Thehr Angers, however, were not passed. 
llie wind soon changing drove a range of ice towards 
then, and in a llttie time Aey were again surrounded 
fey it. As soon as they recowred from one distress, 
tney Weie involved in another 3 and it was not tin the 
igtn of August that fliey surmounted the imminent 
dangers to which they had been exposed for six wceka 
successively. . ^ 

2b3 



The aptam now resumed his desigii of- prosecuting 
bis vQjage. 2tod examioed the- inlets which. had been 
sappQsed by former oavkators to aftbrd the tnost 
nrobabk passage into the wnitb Seas. Op tb^ 24th 
he made Notttngiiam Island; but e^rly in^the eveiiing 
it began to blow a strong gale» whidi soon increa^d to 
a ^rorm, and continued without abatement ftyr twenty* 
four hours. Very early in the morning of die 2(>{ii, 
they perceived, by moonlight, the ship embayed in ice; 
and before they could stay her^ she struck upon it with 
great violence. Daylight brought the diso^ prospect 
of fields and hSh o( ice, as far as the e}e could reach, 
in the quarter where they intended to sail. 

llie captain, at last, began to feel that all his efforts 
would be vain. He tlierefore consulted with Jus oiti- 
cers; and that no blame might be imputed to him, ob- 
tained their sentiments, in writing} which v. ere, that 
no advantage could be expected from continuing longer 
in these seas, and that they ought immediately to direct 
tlieir course for England. 

Thither the pilot was ordered to steer ; and after 
(seing lost in ibgs, and harassed by snow and ice, in the 
heginning of September they cleared the Straits, 
aft^ passing by mountains of ic» (^ superior rnagm- 
tude to any they had yet seen» On the 8th, they had 
stormy weather, and the sliip rolled excessively, and 
^ her seams gaped. However, after this they aaw no 
more Jce ; and tbe wind being propitious, they reached 
Bristol Road, without any further accident, on the 224 
of October, 

The ship being put into dock, it appeawd miraculoiu 
that sh^ had lived ; isxr on ejuraination it was £iund 
that she had lost fourteen feet of her keel $ all bar cut- 
water, and the greatest pert of her sheathing wens 
beaten and torn away } her bows were bruued and 
broken, many o^ her timbers cracky $ and ia one 
place the rocks had nearly made a perforation. 
, Thus ended a voys^e which, tor perils, constancy^ 
and resolution, is scarcely to be paralleled. 
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CaptaiQ James, on his return, modeetty stated his 
opinion, that a no^b-west passage did not exist. He 
foanded his reasons on these ctrcumgtances; that a tide 
constantly sets, inio Hudson* » Straits, the flood 
coming from the eastward. The i^e, he konceives, 
would certainly be broken and difjunct» if the free 
(x:ean were beyond it, as he fcnind to be the case in 
passing t'lom the ^'traits into the sea, eastvirard. And 
lastly, he observed that the ice a) ways finds an outlet 
by tbe eastward. . Such are the reasons he gives for 
the nnn-existenc^ of a passage ; and supposing it ac* 
tnally did exist, he gives valid objections against its 
ever being used with security, or advantage. ' llie muU 
tipUcity of dangerous ice and shoals renders it unfit for 
a large and valuable ship to attempt the navigation i 
and besides, one thousand leagues naay be sooner, and 
more safely made by the southward, than one hundred 
in this direction. Add to this, that here there are no 
opportunities of recruiting the sick ; and nothing but 
danger and desolation to be expect. 

To the validity of these arguments we entirely 8ub« 
scribe; tot the history of the voyage wlik:h we are 
just about to give (that the connection may nqt be 
broken, though the chronological order must oecessa* 
rily be violated) will prove that James's sentiments^ 
however just, wei^ fiir from being univemlly con- 
vincing. 



VOYAGF^ OF 
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DISCOVERY OF A KORTH-WEST PASSAGE 

< TO 

THE SOUTH SEAS. 



THE Hudson Bay Company, though bound by* 
charter to further and promote the discovery of 
a Dorth-west pa38age, were gienenUly suspected, ixowy^ . 
interested motkres^ to oppose and discourage evety at- 
tempt for its accomplishment. And captain Mi idleton^ 
who in 1740 was sent in a king's sliip expressly upon 
that service, returning without soccess, was publicly 
criminated for having accepted a bribe of five thou- 
sand pounds to defeat the undertaking, and, by a par- 
tial report^ to put an end to future t^tempts. I'his 
charge was strongly supported, and generally credited : 
and Mr. Dobbs, by whose interest captain Mtddleton 
had been employed, prevailed with the then ministry, 
to preclude any luture scheme of private corruption, 
by proposing a public <ewaid of twenty thotisand 
pounds to the person who should make a (lerfect dis- 
covery of the passage in question. 

^uch was the liberal encouragement held out by 
government fur the discovery of the long desired' 
ooiiimunication between the North and South Seas : 
aiid the fair prospect of acquiring fame, by extending 
commerce j theho})e of obtaining the parliamentary 
reward, and of exposing the disiRgenuity of captain 
Middleton, were sufficient incitements. to prevail wid\« 
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Mr: Dobts to sqiicit the idquipment of two ships for 
another voyage, which, he made cot the least doobt,' 
would ansfKrer Ifie mott sangube. expectatioiis oi the. 
patrons of the A:heme.. 

Accordingly the Dobbs galley, of one hundred and 
eigh^ tons, commanded by captain Moor ; and the 
Calitomia, of one hundred and forty,, captain Henry 
Smith, werp fitted out; and supplied with every 
thing that experience and liberaUty could safest for 
the success of the enterprise. Very ample encourage* 
ment was held out to the captains and other o&cers ; 
and captain ilenry Ellis was appointed «upercaigo, 
with a commission to wak6 draughts of t1)e new-dis- 
covered countries, and to colket and digest accounts of 
natural and artificial cuno^ties within &e scop^ of his 
observation. 

The ships sailed firom Gsavesend on the 20lh of 
, May 1/46, and steering by the east coast of £^glaBd, 
passed the island on thenoiti:! of Scatiiand. Kotlung 
occurred beyond the usual atzomnstanoes of navigatioa 
till the 21at«f June, whed ateinbie £m bvot^mtt ia 
the great cabin .of the Dobbs, and quickly adv«ioad to 
the powder-WofiD, wbeze there were not less ^n thirty 
hant\s of gan«^powder, exclusive of other combostibles. 

It is impossitde to describe tiie consternation and 
confusion that prevailed on this dilemixia. Every p^- 
son on board expected a momentary d^stiuctkx]. Ail 
the varieties of naval eloquence were dis^yed on this 
awful occasion : cries, prayers, imprecations and abuse 
were poured out ; yet some were .cool anaad the dan* 
ger, and neglected no precaution in their power. Wa- 
ter in great abundance was well directed, and every 
other prev^itative used by sudh as were masters of 
themselves. ' 

As to the ciew in general, tbetr temir r C n dei e d 
them iriesolute. They flew ^m one expedient to 
another, which one moment they attempted to exe- 
eute and th6 next abandoned in distraotion and despair, 
aome wene &«: hoisting out the bouts, and accordingly 
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the lashingv v^ere cut, but oone had patience to launch 
them } other* were for setting more sail, in order to 
overtake the California, which was considerabi/ ahead^ 
that in case of being blown up the survivors might 
have some ohauoe of relief. Chimerical as this was, 
the plan was parf^ly adopted. In the n^dst of this 
dreadful alarm, the man at the helm, reflecting diat 
the fire and powder were directly under him, was quite 
diMracted, and negligent of his dotj ; nor can imagi« 
iHRi«n paint a wilder scerie than was universally exbibi- 
ted. I'fae ship was ahead to the wind, the sails shaking 
with a ndse like tlmnder ; she then ^tomed and raa 
riglit before it, and continued polling; while the blast 
was instantly ^pected tlrat wasl to terminate their 
hopes and foars. Providentirfly, however, the fire 
was at length extmgutshed -, and it is unnecessary to 
express the livdy emotions* that a certainty of this dif« 
fiiaed in every breast. 

On the ayth they fell in with quantities of low ice, 
miflOit some time afhsr passed through abundance of 
onft wood. The 6th of July brought the $hips in 
contact with th6se mountains of ice which bound 
Hudson's Sttai(«< These enormous masses were 
five or six hundred yards thick. On the ,8th, they 
made^the Islands of Resolution, In the mouth of the 
Struts, when the fogs suddenly clearing up, saved 
theoQi from the impeding dang^ of being dashed oqi 
shore or wrecked on the rocks. 

At these islands^ several canoes wi^ Esquimaux In- 
diADS on board cameoi^ to trade ; exchanging whale- 
booeaad seal skins for ironmongery goods. The traffic 
traa amended with considerable profit to the English ^ 
and so eager were these poor savages to obtain knives 
1 other atticles of cutlery, that both men aijd women 
r stripped themselves naked, to make as extieasive 

ises as possible. 

Weare toldthir «he word Esquimaux is derivei" 
ftiwn «i Indian term, signifying an eater of raw fieah). 
t9 whtoh 2» jotoed a trsndk termination. Indeed^ the; 
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are said to be ibe only nation hitherto known that eat 
. animal fle»b abwlutely raw ; apd thU, yiritb the appen- 
dace of bwrds, shows that they are not of the abo* 
riginal stock, ^ the American ^ Indians. They are 
theieibre most probably o^ GieeDlandish origin. Is 
size they reach the fmddie height^ are rotest, and 
somewhat inclined to. corpulency. Thtsy have large 
heads ; round, fat j and swarthy faces ^ smail^ black, 
and sparkling eyes $ flat noses \ thick lips; bkck, lank 
hair ; broad shoulders, and clumsy Umbo -, but tie r 
feet are disproportiouably small. 

Theu: manners are cheerful and sprightly ; but Id 
disposition they are subtle, deceitful, flattaners, and ad- 
dicted to pilfering | timid wiien opposed, but presum- 
ing where they are indnlged. To their native customs 
tliey show a most rooted partiality ; and even when 
separated in the earliest youth firoro their cdhnections, 
and brought up in European habits, they have Jong 
shown a predilection for their original attachrnei^. One 
^f them, after being fed on £n^ish diet, beii^ pmsent 
when one of our countrymen was cutting up a seal, 
from which the oil ran in copious sueams, licked up 
what he could save witli his hands, exclaiming, ''Oh! 
pomtnend me to my own dear country, whei% I could 
get a bellyful of this.*' 

Ihe men are generally clothed in seal skins, and 
sometimes in the skins of ibwls sewed togeth^. Each 
coat has a hood like a capuchin. 1 he coat is close 
from the breast before, like a shirty and reaches no 
loVer than the middle of the tliigh) the breeches are 
close before and behind, and drawn round the waist 
with a string They wea^^ sevesd . pairs of boots and 
shoes, one oyer the other. 

The dress of the women differs from that of the 
men, chiefly in having a narrow dap behind, dq)eodtDg 
to the heels. Their hoods are also larger, for the pur- 
pose of carryiug, their -children at their bacte» and 
their boots are also wider ; because when they want to 
put ^ child out of their airmf, t^ey slip it into one of 
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their boots occasionally. Some few pf them wear 
shifts of seals' bladders, <?urlously joined. In general,' 
their clothes are iieatl/ sewed, which they perform 
with an ivory needle, and the sinews of deer finely 
divided. They discover much taste in facings afid epi* 
broidery of different'coloured skins. 

One of their most curious appendages is (heir snow 
ey«ar. Thfese ai:e bits of wood or ivory, neatly coYi- 
trived to cover the orgJtns of sight, and tied at the 
back of the head : in each piece are two narrow sliis 
of corresponding length with the eyes, through which 
they see very distinctly. This useful invention prtf* 
serves thfem from hieing Winded with the glare of the 
snow, which is equally painful and inconvenient. The 
Use too of these auxiliaries WonderfctUy strengthens the 
sight, and becomes so habimal, that wien a distant ob- 
ject is to be viewed, these snow eyes are employed ai 
tclesc<^cs. 

The same spirit of inventioh is conspicuous in i their 
fishing and fowling implements, Jtnd their military 
weapons are not contemptibly executed* In the ma- 
nagement of their canoes they are very dexterous. 
These are constructed in a manner very suitable to 
their occasions, easy of transportation, and qtiick in 
motion. Their frames are fnade of wood or wli^le- 
bone, covered all over with seal-'skirt parchment to pre- . 
vent the water running in, except a hole in the middle 
edged widi whalebone, large enough to receive the 
steersman. In tliese boats they carry their little con- 
veniencies for fishing or killing the large animals with 
which 'their seas aboiJnd. Their harpoonj?, used in . 
striking whales^ ai^ beaded and pointed with sea-horse 
teeth. To the barb is fastened a thong, at the extre- 
mity of which is a blown bladder, which serves as a 
hxujf. Wheh the whale is at last overcome and 
breathless, they tow hini ashore aii4a*i(!^ him of the 
fat, v/htch serves both for food and |ight in their long 
wimry season, r 

vol.. I. 2c. , 
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The Esquimaux have likewise boats of a larger size 
aod a different construction, generally rowed by wo- 
men, and capable of carrying twenty persons. 

The ships £dling in with very large masses of ice, 
by the «J 7th, mac^ fast to some <^ tjiem, and filled. 
the empty casks with fresh water out of the pools 
generallyibund at this season in their cavities. Two 
days afler^ the ice parting* they proceeded under 
easy sail> and at length reached Marble Istand, 
firom which, the long-boats of each ship were sent by 
captain £lli$« under the oommaod of the mates^ to 
make observations on the tkles, and to collect such 
other lights as might ftcilitate the execution of the 
mahii design. Sevual constcbrable opening were dis- 
covered lo the westward of the island -, and it was 
found that the tide came from the north-eflbst^ tlie 
course of the coast, 

A council being held on the l^h of Angost, it was 
agreed to defer any ftirtherattei&pt at dtscoveiy till the 
ensuing summer, and to steer to Port Nelson^ as being 
the most eligible ntnatioo in Hodsoo^s l^, both hi 
the temDerature of its climate and the abundance of 
its supplies. 

1'he centre of Marble Island lies^'in 62 deg. 55 min. 
north latitude; and 92 deg. west longitude. lu 
greatest length is six league^^ and its cotumon breadth 
IS under one. At the western extremity tbe land is 
high, but sinks at the east. The land is one cootinued 
rock of a hard whitish marble> sprinkled with various 
coloured spots. 

The tops of the hills eadiibit a v<ricanic appearance, 
being rent and shattered in a suiprising manner $ and. 
from someV>l their caverns issues a noise resembling 
the rolling t>f waves. From the ioipKPSgnated stat^of 
the water, it is probable that CQ(^)er and otber ores aie 
lodged here. Tibet valleys have ashaUow soil of tnr^ 
but little herbage* The pools are ^^overed with fowl 
of different kinds, and deer are pretty amAeioos. 
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The ohly harbour is op the south-west part of the 
island, which, though difficult of entrance, is capacious 
enough to contain one hundred sail. 

Thfe weather was very unfavourable durihg the pas- 
sage to Port Nelson. They arrived in sight of the 
dangerous shoals of that river on the 25th of Augut>t»j 
and next day attempted to pass the flats of Hayes's 
River, which the California Safely effected j but the 
Dobbs ran aground, and bad it blown hard must have 
Inevitably been lost. In this distressing situation,^ t^e' 
governor of the Hudson's Bay Company had the inhu- 
manity to order the beacon to be cdt down, tlia^ the 
capmin tyf Ihe Dobbs might be stUl more at a loss how 
to proceed, should the ship be got afioat. However, 
in spile of obstacles, the ship at last was safely anchor- 
ed by her copsort. 

It being the inlentioti -of captain Ellis to winter 
here, tlie boats of bpth ships were'setit to examine the 
river, which is navigable foY tnany leagues, and has a . 
cotYirtiunieation with the Ctoikdlm lakes.' Hence its 
advantageous situation fbr trade \» apparent. Its banks 
are low, and covered with thick woods of spruce, fir, 
poplar^ birch, larch, and wjllowj and are well stocked 
with deer, hares, mbbits, and many Valuable kmds of 
fowl. 

As it was impossible to spend the winter in such a 
climate wHhout making due preparations forencojun- 
tering its severity, captain Ellis now tiirned his atten- 
tion to the beit mode of fencing against its effects. The 
sailors were employed in the Cf instruction of long tent* 
for themselves. These were made of trees, cut about 
sixteen feet long, raided cbse together, and meeting 
each other at top in an angle, like the roofof a house. 
The interstices between the logs were stuffed with 
moss ; and the whole being plaistered over, made a 
comfortable hut. The door was low and soiall, and 
an aperture in the middle served as an outlet for the 
smoke. 

These erections were soon dispatched 3 hilt sonie- 
2c 2 
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thing more commodious was wanted for the officer a. 
A situation equally plea^nt apd convenient was chosen 
for their habitation. It was an eminence sunounded 
with trees, the i>win river distant about half a mile, 
and about one hundred and fi:ty jyards from the front 
lay Beaver Creek, a handsopie bason of water, which 
in prospect rest»ml)led a grand canal. The site was 
protected fropi the piost iuclemeHt winds by thick and 
lo^ wooris. 

This spot being fixed on, captain Ellis drew a plan 
of the intended mansion, which was approved of, 
The house was twenty-tight feet long, and eighteen 
wide^ it consisted of ope story, the lower rooms six, 
tad the upper seven feet high 5 the upper rooms were 
allotted to the captains ^nd sonQe of the principal offi- 
cers, and the lower to the subalterns aud servants. 
1 he door was in the middle of the front, and a stove 
was placed in the centre of the building, that every 
person might equally partake of its heat. 

By the tune that this structure wa^ completed, 
Hayes's iriver was frozen quite hard j and the early in- 
dications of what was to be expected from a iiudson's 
Bay river began to appear. About the begihnwg of 
November, the ink froze by the lice, and tlie botUed 
beer, though well packed in tow, and in a warpa situa- 
tion, soon became a solid mass. Qn the 6th, th^ coM 
became insupportable abroad ; and therefore both offi- 
cers and men repaired to their respective winter quar- 
ters. The officers named their mansion Montague 
House, in honour of the duke of Montague, one of tl)& 
patrons of the expedition. 

Before they left England, every provision had been 
xnade to have dresses suitable to the cllniJitc, and about 
this time it became necessary to have recourse to 
them. i he men when equipped iu their bruiual 
garb found themselves able to withstand the keenest 
roldj and having no other avocation, employe«l all 
f beir skill and industry in sporting. A good niarKsraaji 
sometinies killed sixty partridges in a day. Rabbits 
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were caught in great numbers, and animals of the luf 
%kind were taken by different )ur«5s. The beaver is 
coramtinly secured by nets. The value of its fur is 
well known j but it is less generally known that the 
flesh is fat, and esteemed delicious. 

During, the month of November^^ when the wind 
blew from the south or west, the cold was very sup- 
portable ; but on its changing to the northward, it im- 
mediately became excessively sharp, and was frequently 
attendeil by a kind of granulated snow, which drifting 
from the plains filled up every path, and rendered it im- 
possible to see at fvventy yards distance. 

Ihe intensity, of coKJ, however, was seldom felt 
here above four or five days in a montli, and that ge- 
nerally about the full and change of the mooii, which 
have a great influence on the weather in this quar- 
ter. 

While rabbits and game were plentiful, little of 
the ship provisions were used. When the severity of 
the weati.er rendered sporting inconvenient, and ani- 
mals began to shun the vicinity of their destroyers, 
provisions were weekly conveyed from the ships on 
sledges drawn by men or d(^s. llie dogs in this 
country, indeed, are the only beasts of burden; they 
are about the size of mastiffs ; they growl when pro- 
voked, but never bark 5 and are very docile and useful 
animals. They are capable of* drawing more, and 
for a longer distance, than men; but require that their 
guides should beat a path for diem with their snow 
shoes. 

The festivities of Christmas were not neglected. 
During this period of mirth, captain Moor proposed to 
lengthen, raise, and deck the long-boat, to ^cilitate the 
attempts at discovery; and indeed without such an 
expedient it would have been impossible* to navigate 
creeks and shoals where a communication was sas- 
pected. His plan was adopted; and the boat was 
placed in such a situation that the carpenters might 
2c 3 ^ 
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conveniently work oI^ her, \\ itfaout intenxiptioii froni 

the cold or change of the atmosphere. 

The coasts of this country extend' from 51 to 58 deg. 
north latitude, having Hudson's Bay to the east and 
Canada to the south} but the boundaries to the west 
and north are not yet ascertauied. In the southern 
parts, whtTe captain EUi? wintered, the soil is ferule, 
consisting of loose dark mould bedded in clay of dilte- 
rent colours. In ihe proximity of the shore, the land 
is low and marshy, and covered with various trees ; 
within land are extensive plains, principally covers 
ed with moss. There? are a great variety of shrubs of 
the berry kind, and some plants of high medicinal re- 
pute. That which is known by the Indian name of 
vVizzekapukka is much esteemed, both by the natives 
and the Jinglish, as a sovereign remedy in nervous 
and scorbutic disorders. By the sides of the lakes and 
rivers wild rice grows spontaneously in large quanti- 
ties. At the English factories horticulture has made 
considerable progress, and with no small success, con- 
sidering the climate. Beans, pease, turnips, and seve- 
ral kinds of saliad are produced in their gardens at 
Fort York, Albany, and Mpote River. 

Minerals are unquestionably nurherous here. Cap- 
tain Ellis met with iron ore and copper, lie found 
olso talcs^ spars, and rock crystals, both red and white, 
of great beauty. The abestos, or stone &ax, is com- 
mon here ; as is also a black smooth larpinpus stone, 
which eas'ly separates into thin transparent leaves, and 
supplies the plac« of piirrors. The country likewise 
abends with marble of several varieties. 

Captain iAlh ireqaently observed parhelia, or mock 
5uns, and halos about the sun and moon, extremely lu- 
ininous, and beautifulijy tinged with all thfe colours of 
the rainbow, ^Six of these parhelia werese^n at once. 
The true sun also rises and sets with a large cone of yel- 
low light perpendicular (o the disk; and no sooner does 
|ie disappear, than the aurora borealis dijpFiisesj a thoU' 



sand different lights and colours over the whole conca- 
vity of heaven, with such resplendent beauty, that 
even the full moon cannot eclipse their lustre. 1 he 
stars seem to burn with a fiery red, especially those 
whirh are near the hpnzon. 

• When the seventy of winter had reached its greatest 
height, notwithstanding very large tires were cou.stantly 
kept up, if a door or window was but opened, the ex- 
ternal air rushing in, instantly converted the smoke 
and vapour into small ^snow j nor could tho greatest 
beat that cnuld be raised keep the walls free from 
ice. The breiuh settled in a huar-frost upon the blan- 
kets, and whatever touched the walls became con- 
gealed. 

Strong brine, brandy, and even spirits of wine froze ; 
the iatter, to a consistence like oil. All liquors under 
proof became perfectly solid, and burst tlie vessels of 
whatever they were made. Game kept perfectly sweet, 
without the use of salt, from October tii^^ April j it 
froze the instant it wiis killed, and did nc;t begin to 
melt during that long intci^vai. 

. Naturalists riccd not be told that in this country 
hares, rabbits and partiidges assume the colour of 
snpw in wiu'.er, and thai Providence has furrilsh- 
e(X the animals with extraordinary furs, to resist the 
9old, which fall orf as the warm weather advances. 

In touching iron or any smooth rolid surface, it 
was usual for the fingers to be frozen to it. If, in 
drinking brandy or o^her liquor, the tongue or lips 
were suffered to come in clo^e contact with the glass, 
the skin was usually left upon it. One of the sailors 
car lying a bqttle of spirits from Montague House to his 
log tent, having Ips^ the cork, stopped it with his fin-r 
ger ', but when be wished to withdraw it, found it 
impossible 5 and he w^s obliged to lose a joint, tamake 
the cure practicable. EVcn solid bodies acquired such 4 
degree of cold ag to res st the effects of heat for a 
considerable time. An ax, long exposed to the frosty 
pn being brought close tq the fire, and having water 
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poured upon it^ has been instantly formed into a cake 
of ice. 

The beer casks were burled twelve feet ieep in 
the earth, and wdl bedded in grass ; jet some of ^em 
were frozen and burst. Others again were found lo 
contain a solid mass of ice^ of some thickness fi-om 
their sides ; the spirituous part of the liquor being driven 
to the centre, where it remained fluid, and acquired 
an extraordinary degree of strength. 

From this description, it tnight be supposed that 
this ccNintry was the most uncomfortable in the world, 
and the inhabitants the most unhappy 3 but this is far 
from being the case. Wherever man is placed, he has 
conveniences suited to his condition and nature; and 
the natives of the hyperborean regions have then: sliare 
of enjoyments as well as those wiio are denizens of 
the most fevoured climes. 

The natives of this country are of the middle sta- 
ture, their' eyes and hair are black, and their com- 
plexion copper-coloured. In disposition they are cheer- 
ful, gdod*humoured, aftable, friendly, and honest in 
their transactions. 

In the warm season tlie men we^r a loose dress of 
coarse blanketing, and leather stockings which reach 
so high as to supply the place of breecht's. 1 be habit 
of the women differs chiefly from that of the men in a 
short petticoat. The winter dress is made of furs,, in 
which the country abounds. 

Bemoved from luxiu-ies, their diseases are few, ex- 
cept those introduced by drinking; and this has had 
such a deleterious eflect on the inhabitants who are 
within the reach of the English settlements, that their 
veiy looks, size, and activity, are diminished by it. 
The French refuse to sell any liquors to them ; and, 
such as trade with them are distinguished, in conse- 

Suence of this salutary forbearance, by vigour and in«- 
u£(try, which redounds at once to the credit and ad- 
vantage of that nation. 
They live in circular tcnis covered with-moo^ and 
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rein-deer skins sewed toget)ierj-dnd as Ibeir time is 
^chiefly spent in hunting, fowling, and fishing, they 
change their residence according as circumstances ope-f 
rate on the plenty or scarcity of their game. In their 
behaviour they are uitiuenoed by the principles of a 
natural rectitude, which restrains them from flagrant 
vices more strongly tb^n the most rigorous laws. 

The chiefs of every family or tribe are generally 
those who are most celebrated for expeiience and 
venerable for age 3 but their commands are rather 
obejed through deference th»i obligauon, and their 
jpowev i» supported by love, unaided by the engines of 
fear. . . 

As these people place no dependence fqr suptiort.oii 
th^ imits of the earthy agrici4ttjire is almost ui>known ; 
and their principal activity is. displayed in huntingi " 
which is both the source of subsistence and of wealth. 
Every season they make a prodigious slaughter of .the 
deer, from the absurd belief, that the more they ^ 
f troy, the gi^ter plenty will succeed. Hence they fre* 
quently kill them for no other purpose than to answer 
this fancied purpose, and to feast on their tongues, 
which ^re esteemed the greatest dainties, 

On migratory birds, such as swans, ge^se, and 
4ucks, they make great havock j and likewise feed 
freely on the stationary fowls of ^the country. They 
generally boil the flesh, and eat it by itseif ; drinking 
the water in which it is soddeiJ, which is reputed 
wholesome. In a similar manner they dress and eat 
their fish. 

1 he riyeirs and lakes are stored with sturgeon, pik^, 
. and trout; besides two delicious kinds of fish, one 
called titymag, the other muthoy. The latter is spot- 
ted with yellow and white ; and in shape resembles an 
eel. At the esiuaiies of rivers are plenty of sahnon, 
and a fish resembling a carp. 

The customs of these Indians are not very gallant* 
It is reckoned a high affront for a woman to step over 
the legs of ^ man ^ i)or wiH^they deign to drink qui pt 
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the same vessel wkb tbdr wives. Every country has 
its pecttlitr absordtties 3 ^nd wben these do not ra& 
counter to honumitv nod morals, they are at least re- 
nial. One costom, however^ we roust notice with hor- 
jTor and execration. When pare^its become enfeebled 
by age^ and unahU{to support themselves, it is esteemed 
an act of duty in their children to strangle them. This 
shocking rite of aavage duty is perlbfined in the follow- 
ing manner : the old person's gr^tve is dug, into which 
be voluntarily descends; iind after smo^Ling a pipe, 
or perhaps drinking a dram or two, atid conversit^g 
with his children, he intimates thdt he is ready to sub- 
mit to his fate. On this, two of them put a thong 
4ibout his neck, and standhag on opposite sides of the 
.grave, pull violently tiH -he is strangled. 1 hey then 
cover him with earthy and erect A rude monument of 
•tones over the spot. 

Such old people as Have no children require tins 
last aRct from the bands of their friends 5 and It is 
thought uncharitable to refuse thetn. In a covtntify 
where labour is essentially necessary for individual suh- 
aistence, and where the mild precepts of a benevdent 
religion are unknown, it is not nrach to be wondered at, 
ibsit an useless or overgrown population should be 
esteemed a mislbrtune. For this reason, th^ cruelly 
oblige their women to procure abortions, when their 
family is likely to1)e too numerous. Shocking as this 
practice must appear to every humane mhtd, it is 
ipercy itself, compared to the barbarous custom, still 
prevalent among the civilized Chmese, of exposing 
their children. 

Their religion consists in the belief of a Being of in- 
finite goodness, whom they style Ukkewma, the au- 
thor of all their blessings, in whose honour they sing 
hymns of praise. They sllso acknowted^ another be- 
ing, whom they call Wiltikka, the source of evil, 
and therefore the object of terror. 

Though constant toil is necessary to sustain fife, they 
have ^ery little fyrm^t, and generally \^'anton away 



the happy days of summer in a gay indifference. Thus 
winter often finds them unprovided with any stores^ 
save a little dried venison and fish. Comforts are doled 
out to them with such a frugal hand» that they seem 
determined to lose no presi^ enjoyment by the pain- 
ful anticipation of the future. ' 

llie Indians who resort to the European factories in' 
summer, for the purposes of trafSc^ sure sometimes in 
tbcir journeys reduced to the miseraible expedient of 
singeing off the fur from their skins, and feeding on 
the leather. But amidst these extremities, they pre* 
serve a degree of equanimity which it is much easier 
to admire than to imitate. 

Cold, severe as it is, in these long migrationSi 
when undertaken in winter, is sometimes the slightest 
ev'd they experience, A story is related at th^ factories, 
and knowivto be true, which curdles the blood with 
horror. An Indian coming firom a great distance to 
trade, had the misfortune to meet with little game by 
the way, and was soon, with his wife and children, 
reduced to the last distress. They plucked the' fur from 
their (:lcnhes j and, as loog as they were able, preserved 
life by £^ding on the skips j but this wretched re* 
source failing, they were driven to the dreadful expe- 
dient of devouring two of thmr helpless children On 
their arrlv^ at the factory, the distracted Indians, 
whose hearts were torn with anguish, told this melan- 
choly tale with all its affecting circumstances to the 
English governor, who, 4o the. disgrace of his nation, 
and even of human nature itself, received it with a 
loud laugh. The unhappy parent, with looks of amaze^ 
noent mingled with conteippt, exclaimed, in broken 
English, " This is no laughing talk !** and instantly 
retired, to vent the feelings of humanify. 

To return to the afiairs of the expedition. Christ- 
mas^ it has been observed, was joyfully solemnized, 
and mirth unfortunately was mixed with intemperance* 
The men, who till now had been very healthy, by in« 
dulging too freely in the useof 6pirituoui liquors were 
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scKjn invaded by the scurvy. The usual antidotes 
proved ineffectual; and tar- water, at that time in 
vogue, was found to be the only powerful and salutary 
medicine* 

The English who generally reside here are little af- 
fected by this cruel disease, which they attribute 
iThiefly to the constant use of spruce beer. 

The whole month of January was unremittingly 
severe. Towards the middle of February the weather 
began to relax a little 5 and about the conclusion of 
tliat nionth, orders were- given to cut the ice round 
the ships, which was performed with chissels and [iSck- 
axes. The guns and weighty articles were noW land- 
ed, that the ships might float the easier as soon as the 
ice broke. March atfbrdcd a variety of weather : the 
snow melted in a sunny exposure ; and towards the 
end of that month some herbage began to peep out 
on banks fronting the south. 1 he rivers and plains 
began to be covered with water 5 and the commanders 
had some apprehensibn that tl^e ships might be endan- 
gered by a sudden tliaw; to prevent wliich, every 
precaution was used, and a sufficient number of inen^ 
with proper officers, were put on board But AprH 
opened in such a manner as allayed their fears in this 
' respect. The ice gradually nielted away, and abun- 
dance of wild fowl revisit45d ihetr forsaken haunts. 
Flights of small birds made their appearance. Their 
plumage indeed is not viry beautiful, but the hannony 
of tlieir nofes enlivened the gloomy scene. 

'i he weather however, was alternately ^harp, stormy, 
and moderate, without settling till about the 0th of 
May, when it became temperate, and the creek 
where the ships lay, imperceptibly free from ice. The 
long-boat, which by way of distinction was called the 
llesolution, being equipped in the style intended, was 
now launched 5 and on the 9th of June the ships fell 
down the river as far as the factory of York Fort,, in 
order to proceed Co sea, 

YWk Fort l» situated 00. the- southern branch of 
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^ Port Nekon rivfer; in a smftJi plain environed on three 
sides by woods, but open to the water. To the sa- 
vages; it has a formidable appearance 3 but would not 
be tenable against a regular attack. 

Oa the 24th of Jane captain Ellis* weighed anchor^' 
and, passing the sh'oals> stood to the northward .with a 
fainwind. The next <iay they ffell in" with much 
broken ice 5 but avoided the most tiangerous masses b)* 
keeping close in with the shore. 

The succeeding day, the Resolution came alongside 
of the Dojbbs, and took in sufficient stores for the use 
of ten men for two mouths ; whcu captains Ellis and 
Moor wait on board, in order to examine the coasts. 
The Dobbs was ordered to wait at Marble Island till 
joined by the Resolution. 

Captain Ellis now proceeded along the north shore, 
through much broken ice ; and saw small parties of the 
Esquinoaux on the eminences, making signals to ap- 
proach 5 but not wishing to stop, he sailed on to 
Knigbt*s Island, in latitude 62 (\eg. 2 min. north, 
where he adchored. 

Soon weighing from thence, he endeavoured to 
stand in with the western shore, where a large opening 
appeared ; but the weather growing tempestuous, and 
the ice driving about in large fragments, it was found 
necessary to return to Knight's Island. On the 5th of 
July the sea became much clearer, and tt^'o canoes 
came off; and being Mntbrmed that whalebone was 
wanted, they soon brought a large quantity of that 
cx>mtnodity, and many bladders tilled with train oil. 
Tlie .whalebone was speedily purchased with halcheis, 
knives, and bits' of iron hoops 5 but as the oil was too 
cAimbrouSj it was rejtxited on any terms. 

A circumstance liappened here which filled captain 
Ellis add company with astonishment. In sivrling 
thiough the ice among the islands that were scattered, 
in that quarter, the ueeiles lost their magnetic power j 
and^ oa being touched with an artificial magnet, ^ 
soon -again lost tt^ influence they had acquired* 

VOL. I. -/ 2 D , ' 
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This phsoomeoon occasioDed much specnktion ^ how- 
ever, the compasses being carried to a warm place^ 
quickly resumed their polarity. 

The captain again attempted to enter the opening 
before noticed; but the ice driving backwards and for- 
wards with much violence, prevented his approach. 
Here sis canoes brought off a cargo of whaMxxie^ 
which was porchased on very advantageous terms. 

The Resolution next steered to the north-west ^ and 
surmounting several difficulties, entered Neviile's Bay. 
On repasainff some ^oals, with an kitention to coast 
to the northward, the tide* swept the vessel on a 
ride of rocks, where she narrowly escaped b^ng 
dashed in pieces. While in this perilous situation, se- 
veral Indian canoes carae off with whalebone, which 
was exchanged for the usual articles. The Esquimaax 
percdved the distress of the Resolution; but, fyrfrom 
taking any advantage of it, they rendered captain Ellis 
essential 9ervice> by conducting htm through the shoals 
into deep water. This tribute of praise is due to these 
people; as they were the probable instruments of 
saving the party from destruction. 

Captain £11 i$ does ^justice to the industr)^ and inge- 
nuity of these Indians, wliich he exemplifies in the 
n!ode of preparing their harpoons, their hatchets, and 
their knives^' from stuoes, sea-horije teeth, and sea-uni- 
corns* horns. In dress they considerably dififer from 
those about Port Nelson 5 though there is a strong 
coincidence in language> features, and customs. The 
women have a ghastly appearance, as they wear their 
hair over their eyes, and a <iap of buffaloes skin, to 
pevent the attacks of the musquitoef?, wliich are here 
excessively troublesome. Train oil is the favourite 
bever^e of these people ^ and it seems congenial to 
the climate, and salutary to health. In the rocky and 
remote island of St. Kiida, -on the coast of Scotland, 
the natives deHght in the oil drawn frofii the fat d 
Soland geese, which is nearly as* rancid. In a r^rous 
cjknate, a greasy kind of food s^ms most Mtural, 

.A . 
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and Providence furnishes it in most abundance; in a 
w^arm climate, drying aliment, and drink is most plen-- 
tiful and most esteemed. ^ ■ 

The manner in wiiich the^e Indians kindle a fire is 
very curious. They prepare two pieces of dry wood, and 
making a small bole in each^ fit into them a little cylin- 
drical piece of wood, rounid which tliey twist a thong; 
then pulling the ends of this thong, they whirl the cy- 
linder about with such velcx:ity, that the motion sets 
the wood on fire, which they feed with a little diy . 
moss in lieu of tinder. 

These poor creatures appeared to have no tinctuft 
of jealousy, and. made some overtures in re^rd to 
their wives whi(t:h decency forbids us to mention. But 
is seems they weie actuated by motives not easily ac*> 
counted for. ^i hey ^ckiiowledged tlie superiority of the 
Europeans ; and ini«igine, pi the most literal sense, ' 
that every being begets his likeness 5 and Ihat the son 
of a captain must infallibly be a captain also. 

On the 9th of July they anchored at Sea-Horse 
Island, so called from the immense number of those 
animals that resort thither. This beins; the season of* 
propagation, they were extremely furious, and roared 
in a terrible manner. 

Next day they stood along shore, among small 
islands and floating ice, till they arrived at Whale 
0)ve, in latitude 62 deg. 30 min. nonh. To the 
westward of tills place they discovered a bay with 
many islands, from which they were visited by a few 
Indians. 

On one of these islands, captains Ellis and Moor 
landed, where they were met by several woinen aiid 
children, the men'being engaged in fishing. Ascend- 
ing the highest ground, they looked out for some con- 
siderable opening, but in vain j and observing the«tide 
came in from the eastward, they were convinced thai 
none existed thereabout. 

The fqllowiug day they discovered a large opening 
running to the westward, to which captain ^is gave 
202 
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the appellation of Corbet's Inlet j but observing the 
tide still flowing from the eastward, they did not think 
it necessary to enter it. After a short intercourse with 
tlie Esquimaux, and taking in fresh water, they re- 
solved to return to the ships^ which they found safe at 
Marble Island. ^■ 

In the absence of tbis reconnoitring party, the 
Dobbs galley had been exposed to qiuch danger fmm 
the ice, near Rankin's Iniet, into which place c&'ptain 
Smith had sent a boat on discovery ; but after sailing 
about thirty leagues, it was found to terminate in a 
bay.' 

Tilt morning that the Resolution joined, captain 
Smith of the Galifoniia had sent hts long-boat under 
the command of his. second mate, to search the ooast 
between Cape Jalabert and Cape Fuilerton. 

While the bhips remained here, they were visited by 
a few Esquimaux ; but a greargun being fired at their 
departure, re-echoed m such a dreadful manner from 
the neighbouring rocks, ' as frightened them from re- 
turning again 

On the 14th they weighed, and steered to the north- 
ward, dispatching the Resolution to make the same 
tour that had been proposed for.thp California's iong- 
'boat, with instructions to' join about Cape Fuilerton. 
Kext day they tell in with such shoals of ice, that it 
was tound impossil/le to proceed. Two dayb after, the 
ice parted ; and the ships, by keeping near the shore, 
evaded it. 

As the boats did not join so soon as was exp§tted, it 
was .determined to go in quest of ti\em. Accordingly 
the California stood to the south, and the Dobbs to the 
north. Meanwhile captain Ellis went ashore in the 
pinnace, near a headland which he named Cape 
Fry, in latitude 6-4 deg. 32 rain. The tide here 
caipe from the north. The coast was of an easy 
ascent, but rose pretty high. The hills appeared of t 
reddjjjh rofik, and entirely bare. The valleys were 
covered with a shallow ti^rf, and here and there some 
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plants were seen 3 among the rest, a vetch in bhx>m. 
Considerable numbers of deer were seen browsing on 
the sides ef the h.Ils. The searweeds were of an 
extraordinary luxuriance 5 which was the more re- 
markable, as there, were few vegetables on shore. 

After pursuing dilferent routes, to find the boats sent 
out on discovery, captain Ellis, in the Dobbs, arrived 
at Cape Fry, without making any important remarks; 
and had the satisfaction to 6nd the Calit'omia in Com- 
pany with the two boats of which tbt?y had been in 
quest.' The officers on board them reported that 
they found an inlet in latitude 64 deg. north, upwards 
of three leagues wide at the entrance; but, upon sail- 
ing further it became six or seven leagues broad. In 
less than twenty leagues from its mouth, it-again nar- 
rowed to four leagues 5 but tlK)Ugh they could perceive 
the shores open again, they were discouraged from 
proceeding ibrther, by observing, that the water, by . 
degrees, became more turWd, shallow, and fresh In 
their passage, they fell in witli numerous Esquimaux, 
who supplied them with venison ou the easiest terms. 

Captain EJlis observes, *' that it is highly probable, 
this inlet may ha¥e some communication with -the 
great lake within land, whi^h may, perhaps, have an- 
other outlet into the Western Ocean." An opinion 
onconfirmed by subsequent discoveries. 

The ships being near Wager* s Strmt, and abso- 
lutely eenam that the tide in the Welcome came from 
the north, the captains, considering the warm dispute 
to which this had given rise between Mr. Dobbs and 
captain Mkldleton, resolved to try whether it was 
really a^ strait in the Western Ocean, as th^ fbrrher 
of those gentlemen had concluded } or a fresh water 
river^ as 3ie latter had asserted. 

Wager*8 Strait as it was then cailed, is in 65 deg. 

33 nnin* north latitude, and in 85 deg. west longjtnde, 

from liondon. The narrowest part of this channel is ' 

about five leagues to tfae westward of Cape Dobbs $ and 

2D 3 
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there the tide flow» with uncoranaon rapiditv. While 
the ships were in this place, the mariners had little 
control over them ; for the strength of the current 
carried the California four or five times rouad^ in 
spite of all the efforts of the crew. 'I he water raged, 
foamed, boilod, and whirled about like a great torrent 
broken by many rocks, in a manner both awful and 
surprising. 

Having past Savage Sound, the navigation became 
more safe and easy. Oo the 30th, captain Ellis was 
off Deer Sound, and soon anchored in Douglas 
Harbour. 

After mooring the ships, a council was held on board 
the Dobbs, in which it wa^ unanim6usly agreed, that 
the ships should remain in their present station, while 
the boats should proceed up the strait as far as possi- 
ble, to determine its nature and extent -, and to prevent 
the sh ps from being detainad too long in this inhospi- 
table coast« it was fixed that they should sail for En- 
gland on the 25th of August, whether the boats return- 
ed or not. * 

In pursuance of these resolutioas, the captain sailed, 
with proper officers and mariners ui the boats of their 
respective ships, on the last day of July, with a fa- 
vouring gale. Towards night they were alarmed by 
a very loud noise, resembling the sound of an immense 
cataract) but not being able to discover the cause, they 
judged it prudent to come to ao anchor, and to land, 
to reconnoitre. 

A party having with difficulty ascended 3omt emi- 
nences on shore, found it so dark that they were obliged 
to return without making any discoveries. 

In ascending these rocky mountains, the prospect 
was as gloomy and as grand as ever was seen by mortal 
eyes. While they waiked along the beach, the pen- 
dant rocks seemed ready to fall on their heads; and the 
water, dashing from cliff to cliff, made a horrid noise. 
The shore- was strewed with ii-agments of nx:ks^ torn 
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from the mountain tops by the eiqiansive power of 
frost ; an3 many masses bung in such a form, as if 
every moment ready to tumble intb the plain. 

The tremendous noise, and the uncertainty of its 
cause, rendered the night tedious and restless. Early 
in the morning, captain EUi^ went on shore again, and 
soon discovered that the astounding noise was occasion- 
ed by the tide being confined in a passage not more 
than sixty yards wide, where the volume of water and 
its rapidity were exceedingly great. This barrier is 
about one hundred and fifty miles from the entrance 
' of the strait j and beyond it, captain Ellis observed 
that it opened to five or six miles in width, to the 
westward 3 which still gave the hopes of a commu- 
nication. 

Having passed the fall with less difficulty than W4W 
expected from its appearance at ebb, they found the 
shores on both sides very steep, and no ground to be felt 
with a line. of one hundred ^and forty fathoms. Here 
some of the natives visited them, and brought dried 
venison and other provisions to exchange for Euro* 
pean commodities. 

Seals and white whales were still nmnerous; but 
the water freshening, most of the company were dis- 
couraged, and began to lose the hopes of finding this 
the communication they expected. On the evenitjg 
of the 3d of August, their apprehensions were realiz- 
ed : the water ail at on^e became shoaly j and, on ex- , 
amination^ they had the mortification to find that the. 
fancied passage terminated in two small unnavigable 
rivers, one of which plainly issued from a large lake on 
the south-west. 

While they remained at this place, several canoes 
caoje off with deer and buffaloes flesh, and some dried 
salmon, which were readily purchased. Captain Ellis 
encouraged these people to bring more 9applies ; and, 
by way of curiosity, purchased whatever they offered 
for sale. Having ingratiated himself with them, lie 
endeavoured to obtain some intelligence with respect 
to another sfca, which he strove, to suggest to them 
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might lie 16 th<e westward ; and to make them eom« 
prehend his meanins;. chalked out a: rade di*anght of 
the coast, in hopes they would have continued it ; but 
to his disappointment he found they had not the least 
conception of such a sea, • 

Among the Indians, who visited the English here, 
was a person, who, though he used the same language 
and dress, was of a fairer complexion, and, from iSs 
ignorance of the management of a caftoe^ was evidently 
of another natiou. Captain Ellis, supposing he might 
be a skive, sent Mr. Thompson, the surgeoii, to try to 
redeem him ; but the natives, though in every other 
negotiation they were friendly and es^sy, rejected the 
overture in such a manner as manifested their dfsap- 
probatfon. 

On the 4th of August the boats weighed, and be- 
gan to measure back their course to the ships. Thd 
wind being contrary and high, they took shelter for 
some hours in a cove under the south shore. That 
night the California's boat lost a man j who was un- 
fortunately knocked overboard by the sudden shifting of 
the mainsail. On the 6th they repassed the fall, and 
next day reached the ships. 

A council was immediately held to receive the re- 
port; and Mr. Thompson, the surgeon,'intimating the 
possibility of a passage towards the north shore, which 
the wind and weather hpd prevented them fh^m ap- 
proaching sutliciently near in the late expedition, ft 
wgs agreed that another attempt should be made, and 
that no probable communication should be left un- 
explored. ' - 

Accordingly, captain Ellis, attended by the s ui ge uu 
and a few more, set out in the Resolution, to obtain 
satisfaction on this point. In their passage they saw 
many whales and seals ^ but soon found themselves 
embayed by the coast and islandsi aad were conTinced 
that no navigable opening existed. Again frustrated in 
their expectations, they returned to tl^ ships, after no 
more than one day's absence. 

On the 15th of August tliey left Douglas Harbour ^ 
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and in tlic Narrows,' entering the Wager, were de- 
tained by a {lcx>d tide for several hours. On the 17th, ' 
being in the Welcome, near Low Breachj^ it was pro- 
posed to go thither and try the tide. Accordingly cap- 
taiQ Ellis and the chief naate, with some hands,* set out 
in a boat for that purpose j but the time of high water 
being past before they could reach ttie shore, and dark- 
ness setting in, it was necessary to wait the return of - 
the tide, to execute the com mission with any certain- 
ty. For some hours the Dobbs continued "firing sig- 
nal guns ; but, ertlier the wind or the tide driving her 
to the northward, by day-break she was both out of 
sight and out bf hearing. 

The business on which captain Ellis went, being ac- 
complished, and the direction of the tide being^ascer- 
tained to come from the |iorth,bencxt began to consider 
how -to get on board. Having lost sight of the ship 5 
not knowing what course tp steer to recover her j the 
wind beginning to blow fresh, and the snow to fell, 
were circumstances of terror that could not fail ta make 
a strong impres&ibn on the minds of the most resohite. 

In this situation, so unexpected and so alarming^, 
captain Ellis exerted timself to the utmost to encou- 
rage his people j and set before them every stimulus tq 
ehdeavour, and' every danger of relaxation. To re- 
gam the ship was the only chance of preservation ; 
they had scarcely a day's provision on board, and 
neither man nor beast was to be found on this inhos- - 
pi table, coast. 

Putting to sea, and st4aining every nerye, to their 
unspeakable joy, about twelve leagues from the shore 
ihey ei>pjed the ships, and providential U was for them 
that they did m j lor tlie wind and sea soon rcMje so 
high, and the weather became so thick and dark, that 
they must ine\ itably have perished in the boat. 

On the lytb they turned the Resolution adrift, and 
agreed to bear away lor England.' On the 29th the^ 
enteied Hudson's Straits, and enjoyed pleasant wea- 
ther till tlie 3d of September, when it begin to altei* 



310 * fiLLIS^ YOYAGE. 

infipitely for the worse. Thick and noisome fogs were 
prevalent; and perhaps this disposition of the air 
made the crews relapse into the scnrvy/ from which 
they had been for sooie 'time exetnpied. This was 
the more imfortanate on account of the dangeroiB 
navigation of those seas, arising from the narrowness 
of "the straits, the want of aoundings, the floating 
(noontains of ice, and the dismal darkness of the at- 
mosphere. Terrific, however, as a oombihation of 
such circamstances most be, a constant watdi and 
strict discipline are generally found to prevent any 
aerious dai^rs > and hence the Hudson's Bay ships 
make their annual voyages with as few disasters as 
those which navigate the most placid seas. 

A prodigious ri[^ling of the sea, occasioned by the 
tide setting Btrpogly against a fresh wind, convinced 
them that they were near the Isles of Resolution. 
Heie several nKnintains of ice hove in sight; but as 
^tuB ships were rapidly acfvan^ng to a warmer climate, 
these were soon left behind. 

^ A dfeadfril storm overtbok them on the 12th, in 
which connderahlei damage was sustained; and the 
Galiforaia was separated from the Dobbs, and did not 
lejoin her tiU after she reached Carstown, in the 
island of Pomona. 

After refreshing in this batbour for a week, they 
continued their course for England, and arrived safe 
in Yarmouth Koads on the 14th of October $ having 
been absent from thence one year, four months, and 
seventeen days. 

Thus ended a voy^ which had raised the expec- 
tatioiis of all the maritime countries of Europe, and 
left them disappointe4. It, however, terminated the 
dispute firom which this expedition originated; and 
it has satis^ed the most prejudiced, that should a pas- 
«ige actually exist, it Will nevej* be found usef\d for 
«i)y commercial purposes. 
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FOUR RUSSIAN SAILORS, 
fVko were cast in a Storm upon the unailtiuated 
Island of East Spitzhtrgen^ an. which they lived 
for Six Years and Three Months. By Profes- 
sor Le Roy. _ 

TRAVELS of older standing, and fMrticularly those 
by sea, have often been the scmrre of exaggerated 
relations* such sometinoes as greatiy exceed the bounds 
of probability. As highly as we esteem Ihose authors 
who have given us just acoounts of adventures of this 
nature, as much dp we hesitate to give credit to those 
whose narratives, abandoning likelihood, are obnoxious 
to our judgment. Atnong these it has more than once 
occurred' that writers charged with fellacies ha?e in 
after-time been found to have related triiths in wllat 
have been looked upon as idle tales. It wem useless 
to instance here examples of this description. 

The adventures which I propose to relate, in as few 
words as possible, may be placed among the learned 
researches of individuals into the globe: they will, it is 
not unlikely, be worked upon with little regard to pro- 
bability, and the matters related (in some degree won- 
derful of themselves) be enlarged with different varia« 
tions. I must certainly own that I knew not at first 
what opinion I ought to form of them myself^ when 
M. Venezot»re, director of the oifices of the pitch 
merchants, gave me the first information respecting 
them from Archangel. 

The sailors, whose history I write, were dependants 
in a degree on count Peter Iwanowitz Schuwalow^ \m 
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whom the empress Elizabeth had granted the privilege 
of fishing for whales. I begged this nobleman to give 
an order that these sailors should be permitted to coma 
over from Archangel, that I might have conversation 
with them as I wished. The count had the goodness 
' to comply with my request j he was himself anxi6as 
to see and speak to them. Accordingly they were 
wrote for, and two of them were sent to Petersburg -, 
the boatswain, caUed Alexis Himkoff, fifty years of 
age ; and a sailor, who ^'as his godson, and who bore 
the name of Iwan HimkofF. They arrived in this city 
at the beginning of the year 17'W j and the first dis- 
course I held with them was on the 8th of January. 
They brought with them ^different articles of their 
workmanship, which I shall notice as I proceed, tu 
present to count Scbuwalow. I had fiiU opportu- 
nbty to question them on every point which I could 
think of, and reiterated my inquiries at ditferent pe- 
riods; from which I had no doubt of 'their veracity. 
J believe also that I do not assume too much in saying, 
that nothing of what I am about to relate can with any 
reason, be called 4n question. 

Now a ground of certainty is furnished which will 
establish the truth of these adventures. At the time 
of the arrival of these uiifortunate sailors at Archangel, 
M. Von Klingstadt, sub-auditor of the admiralty of 
that town, caused them to be brought before him: he 
was the first to interrogate them on what had befdllen 
them, put down their answers in writing, and decided 
on publishing the statement. Shortly after he came 
to* Petersburg, and saw the narrative which I had 
written: he told me 'he found it to coincide exactly 
with that which he had sketched, and gave up his in- 
tention of publishing his own. He had the civility to 
compare his draught with mine, in order to discover if 
I had omitted to question the men on any separate 
matiers which he had Jearnt firom them. The two 
accounts did not diiTer in the, smallest degree in the 
answers given t9 tlie various questions put to them. 
This is au ineoiitestible evidence of 'the truth of their 
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nanative^ sinfe in diiFerent places, and at diflbrent 
times, they uniformlj stated the same> 

In the year 1743 Jeremias Ottamkoff, an inhabw 
tant of Mesen, in Jergoviaj a part of the government 
of Archangel, bethought himself of sending out a 
vessel with fourte^i hands to Spitzbergen, to fish for 
whales and sea-calves, called by the' Russians Morgi -, 
in which line he carried on a considerable trade. 
For eight days together this vessel had a favourable 
wmd, but on the pinth it changed/ Instead of 
proceeding . to th« western side of Spitisbergen, to 
^ which the Dutch and other natipns arinualiy resort 
for the whale fishery, they were desirous of sailing to 
the eastern side, and siiortly reached an island which 
is called East Spitzbergen, known to the Russians by 
the name of Maloy Brown, which signifies Little 
Brown ; Spitzbergen Proper being called by them^ 
Bolschoy Brown, that is. Great Brown. They were 
within three wrests of shore (two English miles), when 
suddenly the vessel was enclosed by ice : this gave 
them great uneasiness. They ireld a council . amcmg 
theni-elves on what to do j when the boatswain recoi- 
lecifd to have heard that some inhabitants of Mesen , 
had (Mice resolved. upon watering on this island j they 
hiiil also taken wi(h them the materials of a hut, in 
ready-fitted timl)er, on board their ship ^ and this hut 
had been judged tf) he ceriainly at Some distance from 
the K«^a-.sh()re. This information of the boatswain in- 
' duced them to n soive on spending the winter there 
ihemseKes, should the hut remain as they hoped; 
cimsidering tlnit they should run, great danger in any 
case if they liazarded remaining at sea. They deputed 
four persons to seek for and endeavour to find the hut, 
and any other medium of assistance > tliat is to say, 
the boatswain, Alexis HimlotF, and three sailors, Iwan 
Himkotf, .Stephen Sharapoif, and Foedor Weregin. 

They had* to land on a desert island. These 'un* 
fortunate, men were therefore, of course, to be sup- 
plied with arms and plenty of proiHsioo. On the 

vou I. 2b' 
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Other liaod, they had to proceed the distance of a jadle 
over fragments of ioe, now lifled up by the waves^ 
and now driven against each other by the wind, whkh 
made the way as periloos as laborious, and consequent- 
ly enforced the circumbpeclion of not overloading 
themselves, lest they should sink and not arrive. 

They provided themselves for this expedition with a 
musket, a powder*hom, containing twelve charges of 
powder, a quantity of iead, an axe, a small kettle, a 
stove, a piece of touchwood, a knifo, a tin box full of 
tobacco, and each his pipe. With these few articles and 
provisions did these four unfortunate sailors reach 
the island. 

They overcame all their difficulties, and quickly 
discovered the . hut they were in search of: it was 
erected about a quarter of a mile from the st'a. It was 
about six fath(»n8 l<H3g } its breadth and its height were 
each thr^ fathoms. It bad a smsll entrance-hjl], 
which might be two fathoms broad, and consequently 
had two doors, the' cne opening into the hall, the other 
into the chamber. This served very well to preserve 
the wartnth of the room when it was heated. To cou- 
clude> there was found in this aparlnrent a clay fire- 
place. Set up in the Russi^ii manner, i. e. .a stoVe 
without a chimney, serving the double ptirpose of 
cooking the victuals and heating the room, and also for 
nien to place themselves upon > this is a common prac- 
tice among the couniry people when tliey are cold. 

I have observed that, tliey were without a chimney 
in this room; and this can excite but little astonish* 
ment, the Russian peasantry seldoqi building their 
houses in any other manner. As for -the smoke with 
which the whole chamber is filled when a fire is made 
in the stove, to give it vent the door is opened, and 
tiiree or four wiiidows which ate a foot long and half 
a foot broad made in the planks of which the house 
is constructed : these windows can be shut when de- 
sired very elosely, in fi^ames purposely contrived, in 
which they are moved. When a fire is kindled^ the 
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smoke never sinks lower than these small wibdpWB 
which I have noticed, so that a person may remain 
sealed without being subject to much inconvenience 
from it; and when the apartment has beai cleansed^ 
whether by the door or the windows^ they can be 
drawn to. Without being told^ one noay easily con* 
ceive that the upper part of the room, down to the win- 
dows, must be as black iis though buik of ebony) on 
the other hand, from the windowstd the floor is com^ 
paratively clean, arid preserves the appearance of the 
natural wood, of which the house was built. 

Satisfied with having found this hut> whigh shortly 
they improved by expelling from it the damp and ne- 
cessarily foul air,' they managed to pass the night in it 
as well as they could. * Early hi the morning of the 
following day thev hied themselves back to tlie sea- 
shore, to inform their companions of their good for- 
tune, and bring firom the ship provisions, and neces* 
sary arms } in short, whatsoever it contidfied which 
could be useful to thehi for passitig the winter on this 
idand. 

It were a more easy task to conceive the anguish of 
these unfortunate beings than to ^express it, when upon 
treading l^ck their steps to the place where they landed, 
they perceived nothing but an open sea, entirely free 
from the ice with which it was covered on the pre^ 
ceding dajr, and to their heavy misfortune no ship in 
sight. A terrible storm which happened during the 
night had occasioned this dreadful calamity. And 
whether the pieces of ice with which it was enclosed 
had broken, and dashing ^aVast the vessel with vio- 
lence had crushed it j whether it had foundered at sea, 
an acddent which often occurs in those parts -, or what- 
soever other distress it had encountered, it never mors 
was seen • and as no uitelligence respecting its com- 
pany was ever after obtained, it is highly probable they 
met with some mischance. From this circumstance, 
these unfortunate men saw plainly that they had no hope, 
remaining of getting from the island) and with heavy 
2b 2 
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hearts .they returned to the hat from which they 
icame. 

Their fijrst care and attention turned, as may be nar 
turally imagined, upon their support and shelter. The 
twelve charges of powder which they had, in a little 
time produced them as many rein-deer) VJiich, luckily 
for them, abounded on the island. 

As the rein-deer ig met with in the north of Europe, 
in Lapland, and^n Asia, in similar latitudes, 1 con- 
ceive I shall not be departing widely from my subject 
in giving a description of it. 

The rein-deer resembles the stag and the eland ; it 
15 for the most part of an ash gray, although some are 
met with of a reddish colour. It is more stout and 
larger thah the stag, b(ut its feet are shorter, and pro- 

- portionately tliicker. Its antlers are whitish and plain, 
and are more branching than those of the stag; those 

• of the eland are more like them. Whea the rein-deer 
runs, the joints of i% feet make a clicking, whkb of 
itself is sufficient to distinguish It from tlie stag. The 
Laplander, the Samoiede, and the inhabitants of a part 
of Tungusi, break in the rein deer, which is called by 
them as well as, in Russia by the name of Olen, and 
train it to draw them in their sledges 3 the Tungusians 
call it Oleni. The rein-deer serves all the purposes of 
a horse, is tolerably strong, and possesses an incredi- 
ble swiftness. Its food is moss, wliich is found in 
abundance in all the northern countries. Its provender 
is eycry where to be met with, and costs its master 
pothing i it even helps itself, digging through the snow 
with its feet to get to its fodder. It has been affirmed 
that the rcin-deerf cannot subsist away from its native 
country, but I can prove this assertion to be gouitdless. 
At Moscow, in the year 1731, \ saw a dozen of tliem 
which were running by the side of the house of count 
Von Goloskin, at that time grand chancellor, which 
were kept in bis grounds : they were of a reddish white 
colour, in the ^ year J 752, count Peter Iwanowitch 
Von Schiivvalolf, sent for two from Archangel, a 
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male aud female. They were 'fed on moss. The 
female was a young one which throve to admiration, 
and down to the year 1754 was in perfect health. 
These are matters to which I was an eye-witness at 
Moscow, I cannot tell however what length of time 
she lived, as I returned tlie same year to Petersburgh. 
Having finished this short digression, I return to my 
narrative. 

The injuries which the hut so luckily discovered by 
the sailors had received, were very trivial : the planks 
of which it was built had separated in different places^ 
and requiring to have tlie chinks filled with moss, the 
wind had a fiee passage afforded it. This, however, 
was an evil easy to be remedied, as they had an axe, and 
the pJanks were not decayed. It is well known that in 
these cold climates wood keeps entire for many yeairs, 
and is not subject to be worm-eaten. It cost them but 
little trouble to join the planks together again, ani 
with the moss which was found in abundance on the 
island they readily filled up every crevice j tliis prac- 
tice is generally followed in completing houses con- 
st rpcted of u-ood. These men relieved themselves 
from this incon\enience without embarrassment, the 
more so from its being the custom,. as is well known, 
for tlie Russian peasants to build their own dwellings :. 
they are consequently expert in the use of the axe. 

The cold in these climates is insupportable, and the 
earth itself produces no trees, not even the smallest 
bush. Tins want of wood our unfortunate advei>- 
turers had remarked on looking round the island ou 
their arrival, and they were under apprehension of pe- 
rishinff of cold. Their good fortune, . however, fa- 
, voured them : the pieces of a ship which had been 
wrecked were thrown on the cbasts of this island j an 
accident which furnished them with wood enough to 
carry them through their first winter. Nearly the 
same assistance was to be sent them the following 
year, this affording them no more than an advantageous 
variation j the waves of the sea continually throwing 
2^^ 3 
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on shore entire frees with their roots, without their be- 
ing able to divine from what country they were brought. 
This circumstance will not appear incredible to those 
vho have taken the pains to inform themselves of what 
different writers have related on this subject ; who no- 
tice its frequency, whether on our wintering at Nova 
Zem1a» (not Zembla as we shall prove,) or ia lands 
of other latitudes further towards the north. - 

I break in on my narrative to observe tliat it should 
be called not Nova Zambia, but Novoia or Nova Zeiii- 
la, which signifies new earthy o.r new land, the Russian 
term conveying both these meanings ; and undeV this 
name when spoken of, it is known in Russia. 

Nothing assisted these sailors during the first year of 
their exilei so much as a board to which w«s fixed a 
long iron hook, and a nail four or five inches long, 
and proportionately thick ; as well as another board lo 
\vhich was fastened different old iron work, the sad re- 
mains of some vessel which had been lost in this wide 
extended sea. T^iis unexpected aid arrived at a time 
when they had nearly expended their powder ; when 
the flesh of the reiti-deer which they had s'ot was al- 
most consumed 5 and they had no other prospeci than 
that of perishing with hunger. A seciaui piece of 
good fortune befell them, little less valuable than lire 
lirst : they found on the sea shore llie .root of a fir tree 
which was nearly in the shape of a bow. 

Necessity was evei tJ)J mother of inventitjn. - They 
took for granted, 'that by the means of their knife, 
they should be enabled to fashion this rooi info a com- 
plete bow 3 and effectively they compassed their pur- 
pose. 

But tne difficulty was to find a cord to string it, and 
arrows to shoot with?' They deliberated on this cir- 
cumstance, and concluded upon making two iron 
beaded spears for defending themselves from the white 
bears, which are more fierce than the generality of 
their species j an attack from them beiiVg the only mo- 
lestation they had to apprehend, : the making of arrow s 
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and contriving a cord tq string their bow, were put otf 
to a future -period. 'J o make a hammer for workinj; 
the iron into lances and arrows was no great achieve- 
ment for them ; every one knows they might 6nd a 
\vay'to eli'ect this purpose, and furnish themselves 
with the tool. 

The iron hook which I have noticed they found fasten- 
ed to ihe board thrown on hhore, had a pretty consider 
able hole in it, about two or three inches from t e end 
opposite to tlie head. The liead was round and thick, 
such as in similar hooks is commonly made tor their 
protection. They contrived to heat red hot the end 
w')ichhad an orirtce, and enlarged it b\ forcing: iutoit 
the nail whitli they had met with : this iht?y effected 
with a few strokes of ihe axe on the part, about live 
inches from the hole which was to be -made larger ; 
by another blow they drove in the hot hook a piece of 
rounded wood which seived for a handle, and thus be- 
came possessed of a hammer. 1^ complete their 
forge, they pitched upon a large stone for ibeir anvil, 
which they had to pemove from its phicc : on this oc- 
casion, two rein-deers' horns or anilers served them 
for slings. With these tools they forged themselves 
two lances* heads, wjiich they polished and pdHnted 
sharp with stones : these they bound as firmly as pos- 
sible by the exertion of all their miglit, wiih thongs 
made from the skius of the rein<-deer, to stocks of the 
thickness of one* s arm, made of the branches of trees 
which they found cast on shore by the sea. When a 
man has resolution, he may,' with such a spear (you 
may call it a pike or hall)ert if you will) attack a white 
bear, although he runs imminent danger of being 
killed. As soon as they had made themselves masters 
of one of these frightful beasts, they made its flesh 
serve them for food ; and they found it much more 
agreeable to the taste than that of tlie itin-decrj the 
truth of this circumstance I have been assured of by 
many with whom Ihave spoken on this subject. 

Upon examining the nerves and ftbrcs of this bear. 
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they remarked with indescribabJe delight that tbcy 
vftre divisible with the least trouble into threads as 
thick, or as fine as they pleased'. I have myself made 
this expdiAmtDt, which I shall bereaftet notice. This 
discovery was one of the most happy events that could 
have befallen them ; besides other advantages which 
they might derive from it at a future period, it Jur- 
nished them immediately with a cord for their bow. 
With this they Stilled all the rein-deer and blue and 
white foxes they had occasion for during the i^hole 
time of their stay upon the island-; these served them 
for food, for medicine, and for raiment, protecting , 
them from the insupportable cold which reigns in these 
latitudes, so contiguous to the pole. 

The great success which our islanders met with from 
the usjB of their lances, enlivened them much, and in- 
duced them without delay to forge foui^ iron heads for 
arrows : these were completed, but made smaller than 
the first : they h«0ted and sharpened them as they bad 
done the former, and bound them with thin threads 
made of the. nerves of the bear, to shafts of fir, 
through slits in which they inserted feathers which they 
found, fastening them with very fine fibres. Their 
ingenuity profited them so far, th^jt in the course of 
the time of their remaining on the island, by means 
of (h^se arrows, they kilkd two htindred and fifty 
rein-deer, besides a considerable number of blue and 
white foxes. The latter are called Pestzi in Bu^sia, on 
account of their strong resemblance to a kind of Ice- 
land dog, which the German shepherds usually have 
for guarmng their sheep : the word p^ signifying a ^og 
in the Russian tongue. 

When they ventured tliemselves against the white 
bear, of which in all th^y killea \ten, they ran great 
risk of their life. These wild animals are possessed 
,of uncommon strength, an4 defend themselves with 
extraordinary obstinacy ; so tha^ excepting the first 
which f have mentioned, they nevei*^ designedly eur 
countered tlie^n :, the nini^ ot^i^rs yr^re killed in their 
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own ch^fence, >yhen attacked by them : Feveral^ of these 
had even proceeded so taras into the. entra'ice of the hut 
to tear theqa to pieces. It is true, all these wiid aui- 
maU dk\ not show the same courage, if I may so ^x* 
pre.-*s myself, whether from being less excited by hun- 
ger, or less furious by nature j some ,of them running 
away. by the cries which the men made while preparing 
themselves to ^rive them back. Nevertheless their 
different attempts occasioned these poor m«n unspeiik • 
able inquietude : tney never ventured to any distance 
alone, nor without being armed with their lances to 
prcitect them from the violence of beats j being con- 
tinaaJly under apprehension of being devoured by 
them. These three descriptions of wild auimais were 
the only food for our islanders during the whole of their 
^ stay in that desert country. 

Men do not reflect upon all their means at once: 
it is commonly the need of a , thing which opens their 
eyes, and impels them to think of expedients which 
otherwise would not have been conceived. The just- 
ness of this observation was more than once experienced' 
by our sailors. During a long period they were under 
the necessity of eating their meat almost raw. without 
salt, the want of which they felt severely, and with- 
out bread. The immoderate cold of these chmaies, 
and J he few conveniences they possessed, did not allow 
them to cook their victuals in a proper manner : in 
their hut they only found a sto^'e of the Russian fashion, 
and consequently of a description which could not serve 
for making a kettle Uni. On the other hand, wood 
was much too precious to thetii tokeepupt>^o fires, and 
were they to kindle one without the house, it would 
not serve to warm them, a matter of the highest ii\i- 
])ortance in such a rigid clime. Finally, the cojitinual 
dread of exposing themselves to the white bears hin- 
dered them from cooking in the open air. I shall now 
nfukeo^^e remark. Allowing that in spite oflhe be^. 
fore-mentioned impediments they should have attempt- • 
ed this measure^ it wovUd yet have been impraciicaole 
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tb-oughmir a great part of the year : and certainly, 
the i^xcewaTe cold which almost alwajt reigns in 
these legions > the long absence of the son, which 
leaves them for months enveloped in complete dark- 
ness i the inconceivable falls of snow, which take place 
atceartain periods!, and the long duration of the rainy 
i^leason at others $— ^h^e circnmstances must sooo have 
obliged them to d^ange their intention^ even should 
the^ have resdved upon it. 

How then were they to remedy the inconvenience 
of being obliged to eat their meat almost raw > Their 
ingenuity pointed out the place to theiki of suspending 
it from the roof of the hut. In the^descViption of it, 
I have observed that every day it was filled with smoke 
from the height of a sitting person to the top. Now 
this was actuSly a smoking chamber j then lliey hung 
their meat on wooden pegs^ ftstened on the outsida cS* 
the upper part of the roof of their hux, so that their 
foes the bears could not reach it : there they left it 
the whole summer through, exposed to tho fresh air, 
and the wind ^ it dried extiemely well, and served them 
' in lieu of bread, making them relish their other meat 
which was but half cc^ed. After they had made 
this experiment, and it had succeeded so much to their 
comfort as to satisfy their fullest wishes, they ever 
after continued the practice of it, and increased their 
stock of provision as much as they were able. 

It may be inquired how came they by this idea ? 
The answer is easy. There ^re few countries in which 
it is not usual to smoke hams and geese, as weiJ as 
ditiPbrent sorts of fish and in Russia the practice is 
common of dtying salmon, sturgeon, and other fisb of 
sinailar kind in the sun 5 which on fast days, and dnnug 
the great fast, aie served up on table without tli6 least 
preparation. 

After speaking of their meat, I must now give a 
short aocount of their beverage. The water which 
th«r obtained from the rivulets that streamed pleote- 
ously from the rooks of this itlaod, qoencbed thetr 
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thiTit in satnoier ; aii4 the ice and the snow, which 
they melted daring the winter^ served them &yr drinic 
through that part of the year when they were confined 
to their, but. I most not^ however, tbrget to notice 
that their little kettle was the vessel In which they 
fetched their water, and out of which they drank. 

The scurvy is a malady to which seamen are com- 
monly subject, and is more dangerous in proportion to 
an approximity to the pole ; whether the cause be at-^t 
tributable to the cold, or to any other miknown cirr 
cumstance. Let that be as it will : these unfortunate 
men, should they be attacked by this, disorder, were 
without as^tance : they therefore betliougbt them- 
aelves of a means which ought not to pass unndjticed, 
reputedly a sovereign preventative of this disagreeable 
compla'uit. It was Iwan Hin^koif, who bad passed the 
winter several times on the western coast of Spitsber- 
gen, that made his companions acquainted with this 
remedy. He instructed them to eat raw and frozen 
meat cut into small pieces, and drink the warm blood 
cmT the rein-deer, extracted from the animal as soon as 
killed, and that as often as the carcases oould be ob« 
tained ^ and, lastly, to eat as much as p(^sib)^ of coch- 
learia (scurvy grass)v the only grass which grew on the 
island, and that but sparingly. It is for the faculty to 
determine if these small pieces of raw and fiKtten fiesh» 
and this warm blood of the rein^deer, be fit for the 
cure of the scurvy. Might not exercise be concerned 
where this prescription was followed by those who 
were threaten^ with this disorder, or upon whom it 
bad made its appearance ? Again, no one is ignorant 
that cochlearia is a powerful antidote against the scur- 
vy. However, be this as it may ; experience, in this 
instance, illustrated the powerAil influence of the pre* 
scripttons administered : three of the saikirs who made 
use of this regimen were kept entirely from this com- 
plaint. As oRen as they hunted down a rein-deer or a 
fox, as constantly they drank its blood. Iwan Him- 
keff, the youngest of them, had acquired such swift- 
7 
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nes5 of f(>ot at this exercise, that he could leave the fast- 
est horse behind, a drtHimstance to which! have been 
an eye-wkness. The fourth, called Feodor Weregin, 
had at at all times an unconquerable aversion to the 
blood of rein-deer ; he was very, heavy and very idle, atiH 
returnmg fo the hut as soon as possible when obligf d 
to make excunsions. From his first arrival upon this 
island he was menaced with this calamity j and in course 
of time the malady bad made such progress, that he 
was subject -to a dreadfol weakness, accompanied by 
cruel sufferings. During the last year of his life be 
was bed-ridden, withotit strength enough to raise him- 
self up, and without the power of moving his hand to 
his mouth ; the companions of bis misfortunes being 
obliged to nurse him the same as a new-born child*. 



* Although I have my doubts as to the efficacious operation 
of pieces of frozen and raw flesh cut small, and the drinking 
of the warm blood of newly killed rein-deer, as a remedy for 
the scurvy; it yet appears to me that these things are wohhy of 
notice. Icertaii^yhave found in the first volume. of a book 
entitled Voyages and Discoveries of the Russians alon{r the 
shores of the Frozen Qcean and the Eastern Sea, as well as 
towards Japan and America, published by Muller, **that the 
inhiibitants of Northern Siberia make use of frozen fish, which 
is eaten raw, as a remedy for that shocking disorder; and 
that it is effectual." Vide page 194« 195. "Our nieo dug 
out their residence for the winter at the, mouth of the river 
Chotuschtach. Here the scurvy began to afifect our ship's 
crew; but they were benefited by using* a decoction <»f cedar 
shoots, which tree grows here to a small height ; and, after the 
manner of the country, by taking raw and frozen frsh, which 
they powdered and ate. By these means, and by keeping 
continually a^ work and hourly exercise^ most of th*m got 
relieved and restored to health. 

** Pdssibly the cure of these sick men is ascribable alone to 
their exercise and the balsam contained in the cedar shouts ; 
this i» nothing' eUe tlian a turpentine serving to punfy the 
blood : however, it appears from this that these nations make 
use of raw and frozen 6i>h as a remedy for this complaint, and 
I mean to observe this* alone." 

The autlior noticed before bespeaks of blood as an antiscor- 
butic (see page 205 to 20G). ** On such an occasi on" *that ©f 
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In the beginning of my narrative I have observed 
that our sailors brought a sinall sack of meal/ aboat 
twenty pounds weight, with them to the island 5 I shall 
now notice the use to which it was put. 

Soon after theit arrival they abandoned the use of 
this food, desisting when they bad cooked the flesh of 
the rein-deer which they had killed ; preserving thus 
about half of it. This remaining quantity they put to 
a service at least as necessary as that to which the 
former part had been applied. I shall proceed to de- 
scribe it. 

They readily saw that, while in so cold a climate, 

preventing and healing the scurvy,) he says, " we may take a 
precedent from the Russians of Archangel, some of whom almost 
every year pass the winter in Nova Zemla, without being 
incommoded with this disorder ; imitating the Samoiedes in 
drinking frequently the blood of the fresh killed rein-deer." 

Now, one remark. • Upon my reading this narrative to Mr^ 
S. Batigne, before I gave it totbe public, he, on this occasion, 
observed, that he gave credit to the efficacy of the blood of 
animals being drunk while warm, as well for preventing as 
even for remedying this disorder ; its volatile nature being 
calculated to hinder the juices of the body from becoming 
clammy and thick, and to correct them wh^n in that disposi- 
tion, in such as would make the trial. 1 his malady proceeds 
from a want of due circulation of the fluids, which when dis- 
ordered communicate their bane to the whole mtfss of blood. 
He grounded his opinion, as well as on other circumstances, 
upon the pi^actice so common in voyages to America, in which, 
when the crew of a vessel is attacked by th6 scurvy, they 
make for one of the Turtle Islands, called so from the num- 
ber of these animals found upon them ; when the sick eat 
plenteously of that food, which from the quantity of bl«od it 
contains, and that of a balsamic nature, is the most preferable 
of all remedies. — On this subject I shalls myself remark a cus- 
tom which prevails in the neighbourhood of the Alps, and in 
other places. When persons are afflicted with pleurisies, or 
other complaints arising from the ynLnt of the proper circula- 
tion of the fluids, they are accustomed t«i drink the blood of 
the mountain goats. Although this blood be of a hot nature, 
it yet produces favourable consequences, from the volatility of 
its parts; exciting remarkable transpiration, and promoting 
#iK'eat. 

VOL. I. , 2 V 
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tf.ey iTiiist ronliiiualJy keep u|> a lire ; they ^ould have 
\ciy few means for kindling it after those slioulcl be 
pon«jun:jed whir 1> they possessed ; it is true, they had 
sto' ot fiie-wi-rxi, but little tonchWood or- tinder. 
The hnrbarous nations tn the wilds of America have 
di^'t>»ert'd a meJiiv:)dof lighting a fire whenever they 
will : it consists in tlu: friction of a square piece of hard 
wood against two pieces of softer wood, winch are 
fastened to it j while the two soft pieces are pressed 
between the'knees, the middle hard piece is rwilled by 
' the hands with great velocity, so that by the friction a 
heut is occasioned which shortly causes smoke, and 
quickly succeeding fiame is excited*. 

Our ingenious sailors had little knowledge of this 
American custom ; but they knew that when two 
pieces of dry wofjd, one of which being soft, and the 
other hard, are violently rubbed against each other, 
the latter takes fire. This being also the mode in 
which the Russian country people produce fire when 
they are in the woods, and a holy ceremony practised 
throughout all the villages wherein there is a church, 
they could not consequently be ignorant of it. Probably 



* See what father Labat says, in his new voyages to the Ame- 
rican islands, on tiiis subject,' when treating of tha Caribhees, 

" 1 must observe in addition, that this is not the only mode 
of kindling fire, which is practised by the Americans : some 
among them have a particular instrument appropriate to this 
service. It is to me an object of surprise, that the inhabitants 
of Kamschatka use the same instrument.*' (See tlie before- 
cited work of Miiller, page 257.) The learned author then 
observed another place, where some Americans were taking 
their dinner, but who fled on his approach. He found, on 
proceeding to the spot, an arrow, and an instrument for kin- 
dling lire, fashioned in the same manner as those u&ed in Kam- 
schatka. In his remarks he says, " h is a board with several 
holes ; with a stick, one end of which a man thrusts into one 
of these holes, wJiile he mills the other end between his hands, 
and from the quickness of the motion causes fire. They then 
apply the sparks to any kind of matter of quick combustion.** 



FOUR RUSSIAN SAILORS. 32/ 

my giving an account of this ceremony may not be un- 
acceptable to those who have never hewird a de.crip- 
tion of it. , . 

The 18th of August, old style, .is called by the Rufi- 
sians Frol y Lavior : - these are the names of two 
ranrtyrs inserted in the Romish kalendar, Florus and 
Laurus, on the 2()th of the same month last year, on 
which day is kept the fast of ihe beheading of St. Joha 
the Baptist. On this day the Russians lead tlieir horses 
round the church of their village, beside which on the 
foregoing evening they dig a hole with two mouths. 
Each horse has a bridle made of the bark of the linden- 
tree. Tl>e horses go through this hole one after the 
other, q>posite to one of tlie mouths of which the 
priest stands with a sprinkler in his hand, with which 
he sprinkles them. As soon as the horses have passed 
by, their bridles are taken off, and they are made to 
go between two fires which they kindle, called by the 
Russians Oivoy Agon, that is to say, living fires, of 
which I shall give an account. I shall previously remark, 
that the Russian peasantry throw tiie bridles of their- 
horses into one of these fires to be consumed. This 
is the manner of their lighting these Givoy Agon, of 
living fires. Some men hold the ends of a stick made 
of the plane tree, very dry, and about a fathom long. 
This stick they hold firmly over one of birch, perfect iy 
dry, and rub with violence and quickly agSinst the 
former; the birch, which is somewhat softer than the 
plane, in a short time infiamcs, ami sei'ves them .to 
light bolh the fires I have described. 

To return to our isla^iders. It is incontestable that 
they vvere acquainted with the Givoy Agon, and of the 
means of making it 3 but why did they not adopt the 
same plan ? They liad no other wood tlian fir, a moist 
w^ood of itself, and that moreover furnished them by 
the sea. "What were they to do if once their fire be- 
came extinguished ? One readily sees a remedy should 
be provided. In walking through the island they had 
remarked that in the middle there was some fat earth 
2 F 2 
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or clay. They conceived the idea of making them- 
selves a vessel of it, that might serve for a lamp, 
which they might supply with the fat of the rein- deer 
they had killed, and with that of those which they 
should kill in future. This was certainly the most rea- 
sonable method they Couldadopt. W iiat could tbey have 
done without light, during the winter, which in this 
latitude has one night of some months duration r Thvy 
procured therefore some clay, and made a sort of lamp 
therewith ; this they filled with rein- deer's fat, and 
stuck a piece of twisted linen in it to serve as a wick ; 
but they perceived with grief that the fat penetrated 
the vessel as soon as it melted, and dropt from it on 
every side. They bad now to seek a remedy for this mis- 
fortune, arising from the pores of the vessel being too 
large. This they quickly found. They made them- 
selves for this purpose a new one, which they first 
suffered to dry well in the open air, and afterwards 
heating it red-hot in a glowing fire, tbey cooled it in 
the kettle wherein was a quantity of meal tbey were 
about to cook, so that it received consistency firom the 
thin btarqh. As soon as tlie lamp had cooled, and they 
bad filled it with melted fat, to their great joy they 
perceived that it did not leak ; but for their greater 
secuiity they dipped some rags of tlie linen of their 
shirts in the before-mentioned soddened meal, and 
placed them round their lamp. From the success ci 
this essay, they resolved on being careful of the re- 
mainder of tiieir meal. As they were very fearful 
lest some unlucky accident might betal their lamp, 
they had the foresight to construct another, that at no 
time they should be in want from any casualty hap- 
pening. 

Possibly it may be asked, Where did they find wicks 
for trimming their lamps ? ■ The an&w er i^ at hand. On 
die wreck of the ship, which they hal collectt-d with 
much labour for warming them in winter, was si.nie 
cordage fonnd, and a small (juantity of hemp, tlie |>n>- 
duceof old ropes, used on buard sliip for caulking, or 
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forcing with strength between the planks, to prevent 
leakage. When this was expended, they substituted, 
what they but seldom wore, the linen of their shirtsand 
drawers. All who are acquainted with the Rushian 
costume know that there are few among them but 
what wear drawers ; few of the country people wear 
any other hose. With this hemp, and this, part of their 
clothing, w hich among the common people is of a 
very coarse quality, they twisted wicks; and from 
the time of their completing their first lamp, to the 
instant of their going on ship-board again to return 
to their native land, they were never without this light 
burning in their apartment. 

The necessity in which they found, themselves of ap- 
propriating such an essential part of their clothing as 
their shirts and drawers to this purpose, was reparable by 
their employing instead the skins cf the deer which 
they had killed surhciently adequate in themselves as 
a substitute had they no other clothing j a case which 
happened shortly to be theirs. Without mentioning 
other things which they were in reed of, they saw 
their shoes and boots worn out, and had no more : 
they were now but little removed from the violet 
cold of winter, and must again have recourse to that 
ingenuity which seldom leaVes men when necessity 
calls for its being employed. They pofsesj^ed a (]uan- • 
tity of skins of the rein*deer and the fox, which served 
them for bedding and clothing, and contrived to dress 
them. This is the method in which they m.ulfacu- 
tured them. 

They soaked these skins in soft water, and left them 
remaining in it for a dayj afterwards, wih very 
little pains, they scraped off the hair, and rubbed 
the leather, now moistened through, betv. c ii their 
hands until almost dry j they then smearci this over 
with the melted fat of the rein -deer, and repeaitd 
the rubbing as before. This contrivance niiKk- tlje 
leather soft, pliant> and in short so flexible as to be fit 
for any use to which they might choose to appi} it. As 
2 F 3 
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for thoge skins laid aside for the purpose of making 
themselves pelisses, they were satisfied withletting theni 
soften for one day only in manufacturing them, pro- 
ceeding afterwards in the same manner as I have be- 
fore described, excepting their not tearing off the hair. 
Thus they saw themselves at once possessed of all the 
materials necessary for clothing themselves from top 
to toe. 

Yet, however, one great difficulty remained to be 
overcome, niiey had neither awl to make their shoes 
and boots with, nor needle to sew their clothing ; but 
they had iron, as we ha%T noticed , and found out means 
very soon of remedying this need : in short, they forg- 
ed as useful an awl and needle as those which are used 
by workmen in these lines of business. ]t was in the 
beginning difficult for them to contrive how to make 
the requisite hole in the needle, though at last it was 
compassed by means of the point of their knife, which 
for this purpose they sharpened and mnde proper, after 
having previously fi^rged a sort of wire for a needle, and 
heated it red 'hot. I have had an opportunity of con- 
vincing myself of the truth of all I have said on th*s 
matter: I have attentively examined, through a com- 
mon magnifying -glass, the eye of this needle. The 
mode they used of rounding, polishing, and pointing 
it, so as to be very sharp, was by rubbing '\t on stones, 
of which there w. s an abundance: the only fault 
it had was, that the eye, not being so uniform and 
even as it should be, was liable to cut the nerves with 
which it was threaded : but this was a failing they 
. could not remedy. 

Although unfurnished with sheers, for the purpose 
of cutting the hides, yet were they not without a sub- 
stitute perfectly sufficient for this use, iti the knife 
which they had so well sharpened. Thus, although 
they should not have been tailors or shoemakers, it 
appears that these unfortunate men must have become 
such in this incomprehensible state of embarrassment j 
since tiiey manufactured hose, shirts, waistcoats. 



lOUR RUSSIAN SAILORS. 331 

, cloaks or pelisses, boots, and shoes; in short, every de- 
scription of clothing for which they had occasion, 
whether for winter or for summer. Then-they had, 
w hich accounts fbr it, patterns of all these things, the 
pelisses excepted, before them : with these, industrious 
and ingenious as they were (which will easily be al- 
lowed of them from what has gone before), they had 
little difficulty in sewing together the skins and hides 
according to measure : a practice to which they were ac- 
customed. With respect to thread for sewing the skins 
together, they had to provide for this, and quickly ac- 
complished the means ; the nen^es or sinews of the 
rein-deer and bears were divided into thin or thicker 
threads, as they found most to their advantage ; and 
with this last contrivance they completed all that was 
necessary for putting thern in a condition for withstand- 
ing the inclemrncy of the weather. 

In summer they were clad in shght undressed skins; 
in winter they were dressed like the Samoiedes and 
Laplanders, with long pelisses of the untanned skins 
of rein- deer and foxes. 'Ihese pelisses had a hood 
somewhat like that of the. capuchins, but protecting 
more the neck and head : it was all of one piece, with 
an opening before fur the face remaining uncovered j 
so that the pelisses mentioned being entire, on laying 
them aside they were obliged to draw them over the 
bead like a sack. Separate from the discontent which 
this lonesome life engenders, and particularly when 
constrained ; and were it not for the reflection which 
each of them could not refrain from making, of the pos- 
sibilit}- of surviving his companions, and consequently 

- starving to death, they possessed comforts sufficient to 
content them, the pilot or boatswain however excepted, 
who had a wife and three children : he thought (as he 
himself has confessed to me) every day on his return 
to them, and bewailed continually the distance which 
separated him fropi his family. It is fit, however, that 
I should now begin the description qf the island itself. 
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aiKJ recount what this unfortunate inhabitant related to 

me respecting it. 

This island, laid down by Gerard Van Keulin, and by 
JoLin Peter Stuurman in his corrected chart of the 
n OS I hern part of Europe, by reference, will be seen to 
lie between latitude TJ deg. 25 min. and 78 deg. '^^ 
min. north, under the name of East Spitzbergen, called 
hytheHussians, MaloyBroun^ and consequently, partly 
in the thirteenth and ^partly in the fourteenth cli- 
mate '^'. whence it follows that the greatest length of day- 
light in the year will be of four months continuance, 
that is to say^ on the side of the island opposite to that 
inhabited by our adventurers. In the before cited 
chart the island is laid down as describing a pentagon, 
its greatest length from east to west being twenty-three 
Gtjrman miles, and its breadth from north to south 
twenty -two. As I had forgotten to question our islan- 
ders themselves upon the size of the island, I was 



* Th€ author alladed to in any such division of the globe, a? 

&lu)'.?ld make the space lying between latitude 77 deg. 25 min. 
nud lailrude 7B cleg. 45 min. to fall in the ulterior part of the 
thirteenth ard bcj^inning of the fourteenth ciiir.ate, does not 
lijipear. The ta'^le computed by Ricciolus, which is that in 
highest esteem, divides the globe into twenty ch'mates'N., and 
JI& many S., that is to say, seven from the Equator to 4K ueg. 
15 min., each haviiig the day in northern latitudes half i.n 
liDur lonnfer tij.in the preceding; seven from latitude 48 deg. 
15 min. to f?5 de^. 5 ' min., each having the day one hour 
hunger tlian the preceding, (in this latitude, from the refraction 
of us rays, which arc computed in the table of Ricciolus, tiie 
sun is seen on th^' 21 si of June without setting, forming it? 
circuit above ihc lu) ir.on. which circumstance, but for this rc- 

. fr:icti:iii, would not he visfble more south than 66 deg. SOniin.j 
and si/ c'lmjitcs in e.:eh, tine day of one month's longer duration 
th.nin theprccfdinjir, beginning at latitude 65 deg. 54inin.aiid 
n:i>.->hi>in^ at t lie pole ^py this table the eighteenth climate begins 
in latiuide T« deg-. o n'.iji : that of the centre of the island, accord- 
iii(», to Li:e above voiced latitudes, and the longest day in that 
I.ititud?, is c. .•npo.^ed by liim of one hundred and twenty- four 

. days conti:ui^nce, tiie XKYxyf^t night Of ofic hundred and seven- 
teen drtvs Ici^gthj — Tran sL-!lor. 
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obliged^ in order to be able to speak with certainty of it, 
to avail myself of the chart that was laid before them 
after their return to theirnative country : they found out 
of themselves their place of exile, pointed outthe spot on 
which their hiit had been erected, and marked it with 
a stroke of a pen upon the map, which was returned 
to me at Archangel. 

A proof that they had not deceived themselves from 
a knowledge of thjs inland is evident from what Mr. 
Vernezobre, mentioned already in the beginning of my 
narrative, writes to me. He says, in his letter of 1 5th 
of November, 1750, *'The captain of a galliot call- 
ed the Nicholas and Andrew, belonging to count Peter 
Iwanowitch von Scbuwaloff, passed the winter of 
1749 on Maloy Broun. He landed shortly after the 
departure of our sailors, and discovered tlie hut which 
had served them for a dwelling, and noticed on a 
wooden cross, erected before the door by the pilot 
Alexis HimkoiF, an inscriptipn giving the name to the 
island of Alexeyiewskoi Ostrow, that is to say, Alexis 
Island." I must now remark a circumstance contained 
in this letter, which shows that the island must be of to- 
lerable extent. *' Certain Samoiedes hearing of the ad- 
ventures of our sailors, and this country being suitable to 
them above all others, requestedtospeak with Mr. Verne- 
zobre : they wished to be permitted to inhabit it, and to 
be transported thither without reward, themselves with 
their wives, their children, arid their rein-deer. 

Before I enter into a detail of the nature of this 
island, it may perhaps not be out of place to make the 
following remark. Some authors have advanced that 
the country known by the name of Nova Zemla is 
not properly speaking an island, or, as others maintain, 
a part of our continent, but only a heap of ice, held up 
and collected together in the lapse of time, which tra- 
vellers have represented as an island. The ground on . 
which they build their assumption is this among others ; 
When (they say) men dig to the depth of one or two 
icei through the stratum of earth, which the wind has 
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blown over here from the coast of Asia^ nothing but 

ice is j&mnd below. 

I cannot undertake to decide in this matter ^ this has 
no relatioC^ to my subject ^ I have not read the authors 
who luive published their sentiments in support of/ or 
in opposition to^ this hypothesis. I am content with 
observing simply that the island East Spitsbergen, of 
which I am treating, most be looked upon indisputa- 
bly as real land^ according to the representations made 
to me by these saik)rs. 

They founds as they told me, many mountains and 
craggy rocks of an astonishing height^ continually 
covered with ice and snow. They did not meet with 
the smallest tree, nor even the most diminutive busb, 
the Cochlearia excepted, which was very sparingly 
found. No grass grew ^ on the other hand, moss was 
seen in abimdance every where. In the middle of the 
island they discovered some fat earth or clay ; whence it 
is probable that some persons have conceived that 
there were ice mines in this place, or that the island 
was formerly nothing else : it is not impossible, were 
they to go and dig there, that they would shortly get 
to the ice. They certainly had no rivers, although they 
never wanted water ; but a number of streams flowed 
at c:ll times from the mountains and rocks, supplied 
from abundant sources. Besides flint stones which 
were common, the island furnished a kind of stone 
pro|)er for burning for lime. This stone, produced here 
on the surface of the ground, in other countries is usut 
ally dug from G|uarries : (it is customary in Rassia to 
burn lime, and lay the floors of their houses with it.) 
I should have taken the stone to have been hewn, were 
it not for the circumstance of its splitting Jike slate 
after long exposure to the air, and being separable like 
slate into scales. This kind of stone is called by the 
Russians, plit. To conclude, at the sea side of the 
island the shore is covered with sand and gravel, which 
continues some little distance towards the in^terior. 

I had the precaution to learn from the sailors what- 
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ever I have yet described. It was' natural as well: that 
I should be curious enough to question theni respect- 
ing .the length of continuance of the shining of the sun, 
and its absence 5 as also concerning the temperature of 
the air, and the different- changes in it, which they 
bad remarked : in short, I inquired of them respecting 
all the phaenomena observed by them during their un- 
pleasant stay on this island. 

Upon my putting to them the question, at what 
time the sun began to appear above the horizon ; they 
answered me, it appeared the beginning of the great 
fast*. This answer did not however designate any 
particular day, the time of the fast changing always 
according to .Easter*s falling early or late. Simple 
country people, unacquainted with the mode of cdm- 
puting/or Easter, and who possibly had never remark- 
eel the circumstance of this feast happening sometimes 
earlier, sometimes later 5 such were not consequently 
competent to satisfy me on this point. 

The day they began to perceive the suri show itself, 

* As it appears in the course of the narrative that the'sailors 
by some means kept such good reckoning of time as to err 
only in two davs, or, owing to their having omitted the addi- 
tional ones in the two leap years which occurred, say four days; 
is it unreasonable to imagine that they would bear in mmd 
the period at which Easter was kept in the year of their depar- 
ture from Archangel, and consider it as fixed on the same day 
in the succeeding year ? If we grant this, as Easter-day in the 
year 1743 fell upon our 3d of April, according to the Julian 
computation for Easter, Lent would consequently begin on 
the 20th of February ; and if that day be the one on which 
the sun was seen to emerge first from below the horizon, it will 
differ from the table of Ricciolus, which calculates for the re- 
fraction of light by only two days ; the time it should be first • 
seen according to tnat, in this latitude, being the 18th of Febru- 
ary ; and it may fairly be presumed, that, unacquainted with 
the Length to which their wintry night would extend, and keep- 
ing in their but as much as possible during the severe cold of 
that season, they might have missed the first actual appearance 
of the sun. and that for the two days which make the whole dif- 
ference. — Transla^. 
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revolving entirely above the liorizon, was the feast of 
St. Athanasius, which happens on the second day of 
May, old style, or the twenty- first of April, accoitiing 
to the Gregorian kalendar*. They told rae further. 



• The date here described, at which the sun was seen to com- 
plete its revolution above the horizon, is as near correct as could 
oe expected. By computation of Ricciolus, before adverted to, it 
yhould happen on the 20th of April. Ms to the period of its 
ceasing to shine, the account of its being but ten or eleven 
weeks is incorrect. It would have appeared for as gre.it a 
length of time above the horizon after the solstitial day, as he- 
-fore, and consequently would have shone for nearly eighteen 
weeks, instead of ten or eleven, viz. from the 20th of April 
until the 22d of August, N. S. The calculation of the per- 
son to whom M. JL.e Roy referred for informatioiY is also in- 
correct. The refraction of the tays of the sun by the atmo- 
sphere causes it to be visible above the horizon before it be ac- 
toally risen, and makes it appear some tune after lis settii>g; so 
niucn so, as to make a material difference in the length ot its 
appearance in a latitude so much ro the north, a mairer not 
calculated by him. The compuiaiiou atlorded to M.LeRoy, 
aAd that of Ricciolus, which ia considered correct, I have 
given below. 

Length of appearance. Length of disappearance. 
By M. Le Roy's friend -119 - - - - iH 
By Ricciolus - - 124 - - - - - m 

Respecting the time of the first appearance of the sun above 
the horizon, it is possible, from its being so much de>ired, it 
would have impressed itself upon their minds. The noveltv 
of its revolution above the horizon, or rather a curiosity of 
ascertaining how long it happened beiorc the time such an oc- 
currence takes place at Archangel, might have made them 
more particular in noticing this date: the day of its discontinu- 
ing to revolve wholly visible, being of minor interest, since it 
vet had to shine for a great part of the twenty-four hours for a 
long time, was not so carefully attended to. The real time at 
which, from computation, it would cease wholly to be visible 
would be the 24th of October. They state this to have been the 
case on the 26th of October, O. S., which is the 15th according 
to our kalendar. May not their ceasing to see the sun so long 
as nine days before the time at which it should have been 
wholly invisible to them, have been occasioned by the great 
, fogs which in the autumn so constantly prevail in these lati- 
tudes, according to the various accounts of all those who haye 
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that it circulated thus to their observation for ten or 
eleven weeks. If the latter period of time be taken « 
which from the situation of the island must be the near- 
est to truth, tlie time of its beginning to set will thus 
be fixed, according to them, ujton the seventh- of July. 
From thence the sun began to set every day, until the 
feast of St. Demetrius. On that day it ceased to 
shine entirely. 

This account of our islanders is not correct. Upon 
consulting a person well informed on these matters I 
was given to understand, that provided the island upon 
which they were had been situated in 77 r deg. of lati- 
tude, as it is described on the charts the sun would 
have been seen for the first time on the fourth of Febiii- 
ary, would revolve above the horizon from the eleventh 
of April until the eighth of August, and would entirely 
disappear upon the sixteenih of October. 

Jt is possible these poor fellows may have erred as 
well with respect to the duration of the sun's appear- 
ing and disappearing, as to the time of its revolution 
above oc^r horizon, from their being desirous of ascer- 
taining them by the feast days of the church ; and, as 
will be gathered from what follows, they were as 
greatly in error, in regard to the date of their return 
from this island. 

It was the 15th of August, old style, the feast of 
the Holy Virgin Mary, when the vessel which 
brought them back to their native country arrived at 
this island. But our worthy sailors, who had made^ 
preparations in as good a manner as they were able to 
keep this high holiday, reckoned -the feast two days later, 
and consequently esteemed that day to be the thir- ' 
teen til pf August. A mistake of small consequence, 
M'bich might arise from accountable causes, seeing that 



proceeded so high towards th^ north ? With these allowances 
made, and this doubt granted in their favour, they will appear 
to have been as correct as men in their circumstances of life 
could possibly be expected to have been. — Translator, 
▼01.. u 2 e 
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tfaey fbr four months together had the siiD revolving 
above the borieon during the suromer^ and in winter 
spent nearly an equal time in utter night and darkness, 
besides the weather being so gloonay and cloudy at 
times, and the rainy and snowy seasons depriving tjieoi 
of the sight of the stars» It it natural for the reader 
to inquire, how these taea, who had neither clock 
nor watch, neither son nor moon dial, could redcon 
tlie natural days while the sun continuaLiy shone^ and 
more parttGolarly at that time when it was no longer 
visible. I did not neglect to interrogate them on this 
subject. TJie boatswain, hurt at my question, answer* 
ed me with some emotion, "What sort of a pikit 
should I be, it* i were ignorant of the method of tak- 
ing an altitude of the sun, when that planet were vi- 
sible ? or if I knew not how to tell by the course of 
the stars, in the absence of the sun, what were the fit 
hours for bed- time, out of the twenty- four } I had 
made myself for tlus use a proper sort of staff, similar 
to that which I had left on board our ship, and which 
served noe to take my observations by." I conceive 
the instrument which be mentioned to me on this oc^ 
casion, was what is called a Jacob*s staff, or one some- 
what resembling it. 

The moon is visible, as they informed me, in this 
country during the winter for nearly two noontbstoge- 
tlier, and rises higher in proportion to the days becom- 
ing shorter. I leave to astronomers the task of criticis- 
ing this appearance, contenting myself with relating 
simply tlieir deposition*. 



* A similar etample of the revolutions of the moun above 
the horizon in the aosence of the sun, remarked by the Dutch 
in K376, who wintered at Nova Zemla in 76 deg. of lattttide, 
may be seen in the third voyage of the Dutch to the North, 
p. 66, 67. 

"On the first of November, during the twilight, we saw the 
moon rise in the east» the sun being ^et perceived tolerably 
high above the horizon. On the second, the sun was seen to 
rise in the S. S. JE., and set nearly in the S, S. W.; but the 
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In winter tliey frequently were spectators of that 
rhaenomenoD caliied by naturalists the northern lights. 
This contributed grciitly for a time to dimini^i the'dis- 
may« which the thick darkness in whidi the hemi- 
sphere is enveloped in tins climate during so louga night 
is calculated to impress on the mind of man. 

One would imagine a country so near tbe pole, and 
in which the heat of summer is very tolerable, notwith- 
standing the continual shining of the sun for some 
months together, would be subject to excessive and 
insupportable cold, as long as winter lasted : nevertlie- 
less it has a different pecuiiarity. Foraboat seven weeks, 
namely, from the middle of November until the be- 
ginning of Januaty, reckoned by these good men ac» 
cording to holidays, viz. from the beginning of that 
of St. Philip, which falls on the 15th of November, 
until the day of consecrating the water, called the Holy 
Three Kings, sead which is on the 6th of January 5 for 
these seven weeks it rained for the most part abundant- 
]y and without ceasing on this island, the Weather being 
pretty mild, and the cold very supportable : however, 
after this period, that is to say, when the land winds 
blew, and more particularly the South, the cold became 
insufferable. 

This may indeed occasion some surprise, since the 
south wind is generally warm in all countries, aixi tlie 



wlsole cf its globe did not show itself, being observed only iu 
the iK)riaon with a part beneath. On the third, it rose in the 
S. H. by S.,l)ut ratlier nearer to the S.;and declined somewhat 
to the .S. of S. W. by S.; Ihe apf)er part of its globe appear- 
ing^ from tbe spot where its height was taken, about ai> high 
as the tops of the vessel, which lay in that direction. On the 
fourth it was seen no more, the wcathcpyet remaining very 
fine. 

••When the sun left rising, the moon assumed its place, and 
shone day and night without setting; as it was then in its> 
highest quarter." See Recueil des Voyages qui ont servi k 
rEtablissement et aux Progres de la Can^.p.'gnie dcs Ii;dc< Oti- 
entales form^e dans les Pavs Bas. 

' 2 G 2 
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north cominoDly cold. But we must take into consi- 
deration^ that the south wind in respect to our islanders 
blew over all £urope> in winter .covered with snow ; 
9nd particularly over the northern part^ where the cold 
is eKtreoie : but the north wind, sweeping an open sea, 
instead of cold brought exhalations, yet somewhat 
tr&sh in themttelves, as they always bore along some 
snow witli them : — most men will have noticed when 
in harbour, that the land breeze is at all times colder 
than that from sea. What confirms this account is, 
that all those who have been upon the Kiphaean moun- 
tains or chain, called the Poias Semnoy, and which se- 
parates Russia in Europe from Siberia, give a similar 
description with our mariners of the quality of the north 
and south winds. 

As for snow, such an astonishing quantity fell on 
this island, that their hut in winter was commonly en* 
tirely enclosed by it, so that they were left without 
any other means of getting ortt, than by an opening 
which they contrivea in theroof of their entry room. 

In reply to my inquiries respecting tempests, these 
sailers informed me, that they did not once hear it 
thui)der during their residence on tlie island. 

If we except white bears, rein-Jeer, and foxes^ 
"jvhich, as I have before noticed, were found m great 
plenty on the island, it is destitute of all four-f(Mited 
animals, as well as of men. It is true, some wild fowl 
were seon in summer : but they were only geese, ducks, 
and other water fowl. 

The sea lilfewise round about the island is destitute 
of every kind of fish. Our sailors, in other respects 
very strict in tht?ir religion, contrary to the custom of 
tl/is HesTiption of people, conJd not, therefore, observe 
either the great or the single fists. Nay, had there 
been a superabundance of iish upon the coast, these 
unfortuna;o- men cop.lJ liave derived no benefit from 
tl.'v? circiini.stince 5 since, as th.*y batl n-iiher tackle nor 
nets, they could not have caught thern : the choice oi 
ni-at might in such a case, however, have suggested to 
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them to employ their ingenuity in constructing tackle f 
this they probably would have effected in the end, yet 
at any rate not without great difficulty. 

Few whales were perceived nigh the shore, but sea 
dogs and sea calves in very considerable numbers. It 
must not, therefore, be wondered at that the Russians 
should have sometimes wintered here 3 with the skins, 
the teeth,' and the oil, of these animals, and particu- 
larly of the last mentioned, they carry on a consider- 
able trade : what rather should excite^ astonishment, is 
the circumstance of no ship*s arriving at the island 
during the whole time of our sailors* residing there. 
Hence I suEpect that the advantage derivable from the 
fishery in this x^uarter is not equal to that upon the 
western coast of Spitzbergen, to which ships common- 
ly sail. 

They told me it frequently happet>ed tliat they met 
with teeth of sea calves upon the sjiore, and some- 
times jaws of those animals, but never entire carcases. 
This can^excite no wonder. It does not a<lmit a doubt, 
that if they died on the shore they would be devoured 
by the white bears, and probably by the tbxes also. 

The great number of teeth and jaws' with which the 
shores are bestrewed, makes me suspect with great 
probability, that these carnivorous beasts frequently 
surprise the sea calves when asleep, and dtvour tl>em. 
1 am led to this suspicion from a knowledge of its 
being common for the bears to feed on the dead whales, 
whid) are frequently seen floating on the sea, or are 
cast upon the shores of these islands conti^uoUH to the 
pole. We have before observed, that the rein -deer 
are supported by the moss, which grows plenteoiisly in 
these uotnhabited and desert regions : but what feeds 
the foxes that are met with ? It is well known that this 
mamal is carnivorous^ and lives on the continent upon 
fowl> and bares^ i;trbk:h it surprises : it is also probable 
that, in this country, its food is those animals which the 
tear has killed, and which not having power itself to 
2 G 3 
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attack, have yet fallen an easy prey to that stronger 
beast. 

Before I proceed to mention the lucky and un- 
hoped-for deliverance of our sailors from their lone- 
some situation, a situation in which they expected to 
pass their days, \ must now reldte an incident which I 
had omitted before, and which is well worthy of re- 
mark : As long as they remained upon this island, they 
had been free both from lice and ileas ; and it was not 
till their return to their native country, that these ver- 
min made their appearance again upon them. 

Most writers of vovages have remarked that, upon 
crossing the equin<x:tiai line, sailors, who are much 
subject lo lice, and the clothes which they wear, that 
is to say, their checked shirts, become immediately 
clear ot them : as soon, however, as they recross the 
line, they are pestered with these vermin again, as 
much as before. These two srmilar racidents occasion 
a reflection reasonable enough in itself; it is, that 
since the passing of the line and the passing of the 
polar circle produce ^ similar effect, there must needs 
Ix-. between the one and the other a connection^ into 
which it Avould be well tliat naturalists should exa- 
mine. 

Our unfortunates had now been nearly six years in 
this dismal situation, when Fecdor Werigin died, re- 
duced to a skeleton ; so much had he suffered from his 
dreadful illness. Released it is true from the cares of 
attending and feeding him, and fioni the grief of seeing 
him suffer, without the power of affording him re- 
lief, they still did not see his death without ehmtion,* 
they saw their number now diminished, and there 
•weit but three remaining. As his decease took place 
in the winter, they made a hole in the snow as deep as 
possible, and laid his corpse in it, covering it in the best 
manner they could, that the white bears might not get 
to and devour it. 

To conclude : at a time when every one was reflects 
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ing uppn this last duty paid to their companion, and 
under apprehension that it would be his lot to lie by his 
side, — contrary to all expectation, a Russian vessel ap- 
peared in sight on the 15th of August 174Q. 

On board the ship was a merchant of a certain sect, 
called by its professors Staravieva, or The ancient faith, 
a good and worthy character. The ship was originally 
intended to winter in Nova Zemla, by its principal : 
however, fortunately for our sailors, M. Vemizobre 
proposed to this merchant to change that destination 
for Spitzbergen 5 which, proposal, after many excuses, 
and much demurring, was complied with. 

The wind being contrary on the voyage, the ship 
was not able to reach the intended station ; they there- 
fore directed her course towards East Spitzbergen, di- 
rectly opposite to the spot inhabited by our adventurers. 
They perceived the vessel, and made haste to kindle 
different fires upon the hills in the neighbourhood of 
their dwelling; they also hoisted a flag staff upon 
the shore ; a rein-deer's skin, which they fastened to 
it, serving them for a signal in lieu of colours. Those 
on board the ship observed these signals ; and conclud- 
ing that they were made by people who entreated their 
assistance, they came to anchor. 

Jt would be useless for me to attempt to describe the 
joy with which these unfortunate men were filled at see- 
ing so nigh the instant of their unexpected deliverance. 
They treated with the commander of the vessel, ^tered 
his service, and agreed with him for the transport of them- 
selves and all their etfects to their native land, for 
which they were to pay him eighty rubles. They put 
on board the vessel fifty pood, or two thousand pounds, 
of rein-deer*s fat, and a number of hides of these 
animals, as well as blue and white fox skins, and those 
of the ten bears which they had killed : they did not 
forget their bow, their arrows, their spears, or lances, 
th^ir axe almost worn to the handle, and nearly used- 
up knife 'y their awl, their needle, which were inclosed 
in a bone box very ingeniously worked with their knife. 
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the nerves or fibres of the white bears, and rein^deer, in 

shorty whatever they possessed. 

These different articles which I have described were 
sent by M. Vemizobre, to count.Von SdiuwaloiF, and by 
him were confided to my care : I had falj leiswre to 
examine them, and to lay them before the unsated 
cariosity of several persons ; among others, difierent 
professors of the Imperial Atademy Der Wissen- 
schaften, in whom they excited astdnisbment. In com* 
pany of these latter gentlemen, I conversed with the 
pilot Alexis Himkoff, and hfs godson the sailor, Iwan 
Himkoff, and questioned them at different times on 
their adventures. 

I must be allowed, in proceeding, to mention a trifling 
circumstance relative to the little box which these 
men had made for Ix^ing their needle. 

I showed this box to certain virtuosi, and informed 
them that the sailors had made it with a knife, and 
solemnly assailed me ot it. These gentlemen did not 
believe that they told the truth 5 they wx)uld have that 
it was turned j and that these men had deceived me, 
in giving out that it was their workmanship -, whence 
they concluded, that, as they had told a falsity on this 
occasion, there was room left for doubting of what they 
had related respecting the events on the island which 
they hail inhabited. 

By chance it happened, while we were in conversa- 
tion oa the subject, that M. Homann, a very ingeoiciis 
ttrrner, came into my apartment. As soon as I saw 
him, lobserved tothecompanyj '* You see that m«i) he 
is certainly the fittest person that can be to decide this 
matter.** I stept towards him, and gave the question 
a difl[er^t turn, in order that it might not be suspect- 
ed that M. Hornann should answer me with more 
courtesy than truth . *^ You must deckk; sir,** s»A I, *' the 
point I have to question yon upon between this geade- 
maa and me : I maintain that this box is turned ; this 
gentteman tlie contrary.*' After Hocnann had isken 
and examined it, he answered me^ «' This gentleman is 
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right: this never was made with a turning lathe : it 
is 3 bone which has been rounded by shaving it." This 
answer silenced the company. Jt was now my turn ta 
speak. I observed^ that since on this occasion these 
sailors had told truth in what we had heard decided, 
there was no room left for doubting the remainder of 
what was related by them. 

I come now ' to the return of our mariners : they 
arrived safe at Archangel the twent}'-e]ghth of Sep- 
tember 1749, after, as I have before noticed, having 
passed six years and three months in this dreadful se- 
clusion. 

The instant of meeting of the pilot and his wife was 
threatened with a melancholy catastrophe. She was 
standing on the bridge as the vessel arrived : she re* 
cognised her husband ; she loved him most sincerely ; 
she had so long bewailed him as dead ; but now, in- 
considerate, without patience to wait till the ship came 
to the pier, she threw herself forward to clasp him in 
her arms, fell into the water, and with difficulty was 
laved from perishing. 

I must now in conclusion remark, that these men, 
who had lived so long without, bread, eat it now with 
reluctance. They complain of its puffing them out. The 
fame objection, in short, they make to all sorts of drink, 
and now use rain water alone as their beverage. 



The gentleman whom I mentioned in my narrative 
that I had consulted respecting the reckoning of our is- 
landers concernmg the rising and setting of the sun, and 
whatever related to the course of that planet, waa 
professor D. K^Azzenstein, member of the Imperial 
Academy of Wissenschaft^n at Petersburg. This is 
the translation of the letter which he wrot^ to mc oi^ 
the subject : 
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" I HAVE to apologise to you for'liaving so long de- 
layed to send my opinion on the questions respecting 
wliich you wrote to me : the time which the calcula- 
tions required, and tlie long continuance of the rains> 
have prevented my doing so before. 

" After cousideriug the matter with great attention, 
I find that the circumstance which professor Grischon 
adduces as a proof of the exactitude of the reckoning 
of our islanders, namely, the two days later reckoning 
than that of the manners who brought them from the 
island, has a direct contrary tendency, 

" Let any one reckon the 29th of February in a leap- 
year, this day will b& counted by those who have no 
knowledge of the interpolation of a day, as the 1st of 
March -, and after two such y^ars, what by one will 
be counted the 29th of Februaiy will by the other be 
considered the 2d of March : hence it follows, that if 
our islanders had neglected to attend to the bissextiles, 
1744 and 1748, they would consequently have rec- 
koned that the 17 th of August which their dejiverers 
called the 15lh. It is also evident, tJiatj, if they paid 
attention to the leap-years, they made a mistake of two 
days, and if they did not allow for them, they erred 
in computation by four days : this will appear but tri* 
fling, if we consider the dark and cloudy season of 
winter, where they were without means of estimating 
the regular day. Fnrtliermore, in thai year when 
they noticed the entire disappearance of the siin on tie 
26th of October, tliey must have erred in their time, 
by being ten days in advance, or we must necessarily 
presuppose that they were in latitude 74°4l' 3 which 
can hardly be imagined. Bears' Island is in that lati- 
tude where they must/ in such case have been : which 
is not probable. 

*' !f their place of residence was in latitude 77** and 
a half, as laid down upon the chart, the sun would 
then shine i\n- the first time the 4th of February : from 
the 1 Uh of April to the Sth of August, it would b« 
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coutinually above the horizon ^ and ^nally^ on the l6th 
of October it would whoMy disappear. 

** Had they bee» on Bears' Island, they would have 
«een tlie sun the first time on the 28th of January ; 
the shilling of the sun above the horiaon would have 
vonliiiucd frwti the 20(h of April untH the 3 Ist of 
July, and on the 23d of October it would have-disap- 
peared entirely. 

" From the remarks of our islanders, it would ap- 
pear more likely that they were on the last-mentioned 
island ; but the duskiness of the atmosphere at the ho- 
Tizon, a circumstance attendant on northern climates, 
may be the cause of their having perceived the cir- 
culation and absence of the sun almost ten days later 
-and ten days earlier than computation will show. 

'' It' the beginning of the revolution of the sun ' 
above the horizon be placed on the 2d of May, the 
end of this revolution above the horizon must hap- 
pen on the 19th of July, and in this case they must 
have been in 71® and a half of latitude 5 which is not 
possible. 

" I wish we had the relation in the possession of 
M. Von Klingstadt of Archangel, that we might add 
it to yours. Probably, by this means, what is wanting 
might be supplied, particularly the exact time of -these 
sailors arriving from the island. I have no doubt, were 
}ou to communicate the wish, that he would take a 
pleasure in gratifying you : he fills the station of sub- 
auditor of the admiralty, and dwells with M. Vernizo- 
bre. I am, sir, &c.** 

At the close of this narrative I must add two things : 
the result of the illustration of M. Von Klingstadt, and 
the reflections with which M. Vemizobre terminates 
the first letter he wrote to me respecting these sailors, 
and the account of their adventures. 

One of these men, says M. Von Klingstadt, is 
called Alexis Himkofl^, and is fifty years of age ; an- 
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Other is n^med Stephen ScharapotF, forty-two years 
old 3 the third, by name Iwan Himkoff, is in his 
thirty-sixtli year. AH these, on their arrival, were in 
sound and perfect health : I myself liad occasion to 
remark it, upon questioning them on the particulars of 
iuch an extraordinary residence, attended by such a 
wonderfiil preservation. 
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